






M.ll 


Gc 

975.401 

Su6ma 

v.2 

1625403 


REYNOLDS HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 




ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC L 


BRARY 


3 1833 02258 9425 











































































































































« * 


$ 
i • 

e'f7 



4 

* 




l 

I 

fS 


H 


fCT 

iA 1 



T> XT’ 

i:v i 


OF 


c U M 




COUN 


vlERS 

■/ 



A x 


oe 


\ ' 


P| -■- 



T v* 


! 


♦ ♦ 

• \ Y* ' 





1903 


9 


— I 


... j 


sfi mmxs® x 


v' ^-(L. ifl 


! i 




i 

l 



i 


ROM THE EARLIEST 


SETTLEMENT 


.1 


o 


THE PRESENT TIME 


-v» 


0" 

Ai 


»• 


* Ol/VJ 


fly JAMES H. MILLER 


’▼* r — ■ » «’ > ■ ■ " 

•A liMil 


HINTON, WEST VIRGINIA 




I 


I 




wizzst*zn* .*, 'jguAJP*m}0A »•• w.;i ■»**■■« 


« 














































































































































































































1625403 


420 


HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


ceeding into the Massenot Mountain, where he spent three or 
four days and nights, finally getting* into Page Valley at 1 .11 ray, 
and joining McCausland’s Brigade, with whom he fought a battle, 

9r V ' 1 ' C* 

and was brought in with M.cCausland’s men, and rejoined his com¬ 
mand on the eleventh dav alter his escane. Captain Avres was 

» L I «r 

engaged in the battles of Sea rev. Cedar Creel;, Cross Lanes. Rude’s 
Hill, second Battle of Strasburg*. f'isherL 1 1 i 11, New Market, and 
many other of the bloody battles of the war. 

He helped bury in one grave 214 Federal soldiers killed at New 
Market. At. this battle he was promoted on the field tc 
geant major, and afterwards promoted r o adjutant. After rite war 

o * • • 

he located in Greenbrier: was engaged in fanning, measuring ium- 

O o o o 

ber, etc., and came to this countv in 1883, to Green Sulphur Dis- 
trie 1 . where lie clerked in a store and worked as a carpenter until 
he armed at Hinton, in 18C0, bemg at that time appointed ocputy 
clerk of the county court, which office he so faithfullv administered 


<;d r- 


» i 


I 1 


or k* 


that, in 1896. he was nominated over his predecessors. F G 

and f. A. Riffe. for clerk of the countv court of this count v. and 
+ • « 

was elected by a large majority for the term of fix years. He was 
a candidate for renomination, but was defeated by a strong com¬ 
bination against him: has since been engager! in the mercantile 
business, and now resides in the citv of Hinton. 


Captain Avres stands high in the esteem of Lite citizens a? 


n 


honorable, law-abiding citizen. lie wa- married twice, his nrx 
wife being Miss Belle Ingles, of Greenbrier Countv, and his sec- 

O 

ond wife Miss Priscilla Young, of Summers Conntv. He has one 
son, William Ayres, residing in the State of Indiana. 

Captain Avres was also twice elected to the office of recorder‘of 

i • 

the citv of Hinton and was deputy clerk of the circuit court of thi> 

r I 

count\* for six rears. 


SILAS F. TAYLOR. 

Silas F. Taylor was an old resident of Lick Creek, of Green 
Sulphur District: was a native of Bedford County, Virginia, hav¬ 
ing emigrated with his father to Monroe County when sixteen 
vears of age He died in the vear 1S C G. having been a resident or 

_ rs * * 

^ • 

the territory within the county for sixty rears, settling on Lick 
Creek in 1855. 1 1<: married MGs Sabina Nutter, in Monroe County, 

in 1842. He was the fan her of six cldldi eu—James M. Taylor, 
\V. f. Tavlor. generally known as “Jack”; D. C. Taylor. Mark D 
Taylor, Charles Lee TavDr and Eli W.. Tavlor, and one daugh- 
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ter, Mary Susan, who married D. R. Thomas in 1S72, and now 
resides on Griffith’s ('reek, in this countv. C. I.. Taylor now re- 

* w 

sides in Fayette County; Mark 1). Taylor resides in Beckley. Ra¬ 
leigh Countv: lames M. in Greenbrier Countv: Eli \V. being the 

o • • «■ o 

onlv one of the sons remaining a citizen of this countv, and who 

now resides at Greenbrier Springs, being one of the stockholders 

in the corporation which owns that property, and is. like his father. 

a brick mason by trade. Silas }\ Taylor, the ancestor, was a 

brick mason by trade, and had a reputation throughout all this 

section of the country for his honest work and ability in his oc- 

•» •* 

cupation. lie built the brick house of Captain A. A. Miller on Lick 
Creek, also one for Augustus Gwinn near Alderson, one for Andrew 
Gwimi at Lowell, and also the Ephraim J. Gwinn brick house at 
Green Sulphur Springs, now occupied .by ex-SheritT H. Gwinn, and 
many other old. substantial brick buildings of the countv. Some 


years before his death he removed to Alderson, in Greenbrier 
Countv, where he died in 1896. 

At the breaking out of the war he was captain of the militia. 

and became a soldier of the Confederacy, being cantured in 1<S62. 

• 1 

confined in Johnson's Island prison, and after his discharge entered 
the service under Captain Philip Lhurmon 1, and was again cap¬ 
tured and confined in the same prison, and finally exchanged at the 
close of the war and dismissed from prison. 

Each of the sous followed their father in the selection of an oc¬ 
cupation, and those residing in this count} who are personally 
known to the writer are Eii Mb. James M., Mark D. and C. L. All 
are fine brick masons, Eli AYA during the year 1 < X)5. having su¬ 
perintended the construction of the Fwart-Milkr building in Hin¬ 
ton, opposite the court house, and also the m w brick store build¬ 
ing of the New River Grocery Company. 

We reproduce a letter written to Silas E. Taylor by hi- son. 
Wm. T. Tavlor: 


“August 1. T2. Camp Chase. Ohio. Prison Xo. 1. Mess 5. 
“Dear Father: 1 take my pen in hand to inform you that I am 
well and hearty. I was taken prisoner at Lewisburg on the 23d 
dav of )lav. I was slightly wounded in the thigh. I want you to 
write to me as soon as vou get thP letter and let me know how 

^ 9 

vou have been and when von heard from borne. T have not heard 
from home hut once since I \va« taken. T would like to see yon. 
I want vou to write to me soon. Direct vour letter to prison L 


Mess : 


1 got a 


letter from Sam Fox. Tie 




id that John Sur 


baugh was well. 1 would like to see vou and all of the family. So 
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nothing more at present, but remain your friend, \Ym. J. Taylor, 
to Silas F. Taylor.” 

We also copy a tax ticket of 1S59 of Mr. Taylor's, which is 
something of a curiosity in these days: 

o * * 

"Mr. Silas IS Tavlor to the sheriii of Greenbrier County, Dr., 
1859. To 2 countv levy at 9U cents, parish levy at 80 cents. $3.40: 

to capitation tax at 80 cents, SO.SO; to slaves at 120 cents, -: 

to property tax on $78 valuation at 40 cents, $0.32; to land tax 


on 


; total, S4.a2. Received payment, 


, deputy. For 


Andrew Beard, S. G. Co. 


♦ 1 


THE BOLTON FAMILY. 


a.*) 


Absolem Dempsey Bolton was the head of the only family of 
that name that we have any information of in this county. This 
gentleman emigrated to this country from the county of Giles, in 
the State ot \ lrginia, in the year 1S78, locating permanently on 
Bradshaw's Run, near Forest Hill. He had been preaching in 
this county, and was a pastor of the Baptist churches for twenty- 
eight years before his permanent removal into the Stale. He v. 
a minister of the Missionary Baptist Church; a man ot line attain¬ 
ments and hue character. No man left a better name to his pos¬ 
terity, or better heritage to his descendants, than did Rev. A. D. 

•» o 

Bolton. He was ordained as a minister of the Missionary Bap¬ 
tist Church December 16, 18(>1, and we are able to append a copy 
of his certificate, executed by the venerable Matthew Ellison and 
others. Wc have a memorandum from his 
from June, 1873, to October 22. 1899, he preached three hundred 
sermons, arid the texts and places at which these sermons were 
delivered, as well as the date of each : from 1885 to 
he married 95 couples. He was born December 12. 1828, and on 
December 12, 1850, was married to Miss Clementine Albert. He 

5, 1899, 


dia r v 


bowing that 



inclusive. 


delivered his last sermon at Indian Mills, on November 

from the text, II. Thess., 14-16. 

Following is a copy of his certificate of ordination: 

“This is to certify that our brother, Absolem D. Bolton, was 
publicly ordained and set apart for the full work of the gospel min¬ 
istry, with prayer and laying on of hands by tbe undernamed Pres¬ 


bytery, according to the usages of the Baptist Church, or. Decem¬ 
ber 16. 1861. lie was called to ordination bv the Big Stonv Creek 
Church, regularly connected with the Valiev Baptist Association, 
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of which church he is a member, and which, after full and sufficient 


opportunity to 



his gifts, were agreed in their opinion that 


he was called to the work of the ministry. Our brother was ac¬ 
cordingly received with the full and entire approbation of the Pres¬ 
byter v called hv the church, and also of the church, in thus enter- 
ing officially upon the full work of the gospel ministry, and is 
hereby authorized to administer all the ordinances of the gospel, 
and to perform all the duties under a minister of Christ, and may 
the great Head of the Church abundantly bless him in all of his 
labors, and mav he walk worthy the high vocation whereof he has 

7 * * o 

been called. 

Given under our hands December 16. 1861. 

# 

M. ELLISON, 

JOHN B. LEE, 

W. R. GITT.” 


TT 


c\ 


1 f f ► 

A w A v v r * 


sons. Henry Albert and James D., both residents 


1 O 

iJ (X 


of Forest Hill, and one daughter, Ettie \\\ H. A. Bolton 
prosperous farmer and a \ery intelligent and honorable gentle¬ 
man, respected by his neighbors and the community, j. D. Bol- 
lon has been deputy sheriff of 


i-I, 4 

L 11 j > 


conntv during - two terms of 


i ou r 


vears each, first as deputy for James H. George, and the sec- 


Bolton fam- 


ond term under Harvey Ewart, filling that position to the eminent 
satisfaction of his principals and to the people. The 
ilv r is of English descent, emigrating - to this country from Bolton 

• O 1 , o « 

City, England. 

Both of these gentlemen are consistent members of the Mis 


v_ • 


sionary Baptist Church, and in politics arc Democrats, and have 
both been warm adherent- to the political fortunes of the author, 
Mr. Jas. D. Bolton having, in the campaign of 190-1, personally 
canvassed large portions of the counties of Raleigh and Wyoming 
of his own accord and as a matter of personal friendship, in the 
writer’s race for the judgeship. He is now engaged- as one of the 
proprietors of the Greenbrier Springs, with Sheriff A. J. Keatlv as 
his partner. He is the youngest sen of Rev. A. D. Bolton, and 
was born on the 21st day of November, 1855, at Parisbnrg, Va. 
and was married to Miss Garten, a daughter of Chas. Garten, Sr., 
of Forest Hill District. 

H. A. Bolton, the oldest son of Rev. A. D. Bolton, also married 


? 


at: - 


Itss Garten, and these two brothers are also brothers-in-law. 
Charles W. Garten married Miss Ettie Bolton, the oniv daughter. 

9 O 

H. A. Bolton is one of the enterprising farmers of Forest Hill Dis- 
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trict, and is a careful, temperate and honest citizen, respected by 
all persons, and wherever known. 


A GOOD MAN GONE. 

(From In dependent -FT erald.) 

The death of Rev. A. D. Bolton, which has been expected at 
any time for several months past, occurred at his home near For¬ 
est Flili, in this county, at 8 o'clock P. 21. on the 27th ult. 

The deceased was in the seventv-second vear of his age, and 


up to November, 1849, he had been able to keep up his regular 
pastoral work with the churches of which he was the honored and 
beloved pastor. 

He was a native of Giles County. Virginia, where lie lived un- 

V,A 

til December, F878, when he moved to this county, settling in the 
home where his death occurred. lie leaves a widow with whom 
he had walked in sweet companionship for nearlA* ho 


5th of next December would have been their fiftieth marriage dav. 

o * 

He leaves two sons, FT. A. and J. D.. both prominent and use¬ 
ful citizens of this count}', and one daughter. Etta, who. with her 
mother, ministered so tenderly at the side of their loved but suf- 
ferine: one, during the months of his affliction. Another member of 
his family was his nephew Abbie, whom he raised from infancy, 
and whom he loved as his own child. 

Brother Bolton spent about forty years of his life in the minis¬ 
try of the Baptist Church, and while the writer knows but little 
of his life and labors before coming to West Virginia, vet I am 

o < n ^ 

glad to sav that I have personal knowledge of his work in this 
State, which begun with the Peterstown church in the latter part 
of 1871, seven vears before he moved to this countv. During these 
twenty-nine years he served as pastor, for longer or shorter pe¬ 
riods, the following churches of the Greenbrier Association: Be- 

^ o 

terstown, Fairview, Springfield, Talcott, Pine Grove, Indian Mills, 
Red Sulphur and Little Wolf Creek, in which relation he continued 
with the last three named till his death. He was also pastor, for 
a term of three years, of Jumping Branch Church in Raleigh Asso¬ 
ciation. No pastor was ever more beloved and honored by the 
churches and the people to whom he preached than he was. He 
was recognized as a man of ability, and in debate on questions of 
doctrine, as the writer has often heard him, he was excellent, lie 
has gone, but he has left to his family, his neighbors and friends. 
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and the churches over which he watched, a name and record and 
influence of which we may all be grateful to God. 

• o 

His funeral service took place from die Fairview Baptist 
Church, a discourse being preached by the writer from Acts 11:24: 
“For lie was a good man and full of the lfoiv Ghost of faith, and 
much people v as added unto the Lord.” 

Revs. Hank; Thorne and McClelland were present and took part 
in the services. 

A large gathering of people was present, coining from afar to 
testify their love for the good man. His remains were laid to rest 
in the Fairview Cemetery, to wait the blast of the trumpet sig- 

• i O 

naling the great rising and crowning day. 

I. P. CAMPBELL. 


MADDY. 


There is ail old Idiuiiv «»t m -uouiuc counn who na\c 

m • 

an ancient as well as a tragic historv. Xancv. or Xannie, or Annie 

o » • 

Parsons, was a sister of Robert Morris, the patriot financier of the 
Revolution of 177b. who resided in Philadelphia: and in providing 
funds to carry on the great Revolution impoverished himself, dying 
in poverty by reason of the obligations assumed by him, and as a 
compensation for which, and as a partial remuneration, the < !ov- 
evnment granted to him many thousand acres of wild, inappro¬ 
priate lands, much of which lies in West Virginia and west of the 
Alleghenies, and e^peciallv in Raleigh. Wvoming. Mercer and Me- 

O a . * ' « o 

Dowell Counties, and some of which patented lands extends into 
Summers Count}', known as The Robert Morris Patents or Grants, 
and many acres of the finest timber territory in the world is in¬ 
cluded therein, and which is now worth an inestimable amount of 
money since the developments of recent years; but during the 
lifetime of Morris a sufficient amount could not be realized there¬ 
from to cover the tax assessments thereon. This sister of It [or¬ 
ris 1 married a man by the name of Maddy, who was a soldier in 
Washington’s Colonial Army, and after the close of that war was 
accidental!v drowned in the Shenandoah River in the Valiev of 

• v 

Virginia. His widow, with her children, emigrated to Momoe 

* — • ? 

County, and settled on what is still known as the ‘‘Charles Maddy 
Place,” near the Saltpetre Cave near. Greenville, where she reared 
her tarnily. She had a considerable estate in Virginia, which it 

— / igi 

became necessary for her to return to and settle up, and she rode 
horseback through the mountains and the wilderness, crossing the 
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Alleghenies. After transacting her affairs and recovering her 

o . c o 

money—a considerable sum—site proceeded on her return, and 
In doing so she stopped over night with a settler in the wilderness. 
During her stay she incidentally disclosed the fact of her carrying- 
on her person considerable funds. On the next morning the gen¬ 
tleman of the the house told her lie knew of a direct route through 

o 

the hills that v ould save her a great part of the distance, and vol¬ 
unteered to show her the near cut. They proceeded for some time, 
until they came to a wild place and a great cliff, where the man 
stopped, told her to give him her money, and declared his object 
to be to secure the money, which she carried on her person in her 
clotning, and to murder her. She declined to give up the money, 
when he demanded her to take oft her dress, it being his purpose 

O ^ 1 

to secure it and the money therein, and throw her bodv over the 
clifT. She requested him to turn his back, as she did not desire to 
undress in his presence. This he did. turning his back to her and 
facing the precipice, whereupon she gave him a sudden nnsh with 
all her strength, sending his body headlong over the cliffs and into 
the ravine below, by which he was instantly killed, thus saving 
her own life, as well as the money which she carried. She then 
proceeded on her journey, and arrived at her home in safety. 


After the death ot her first husband. Ma-:lcl\. she married 


I 

cl 


gentleman bv the name of Parsons, and kved to a very old age. 

C.' . * » 07 

and was known throughout her neighborhood as “Granny 


77 ^ 

• 0 r - 

• fc K A. 


sons. 


t » 


She never bore anv children h\ her last husband. 


From this lady has descended some of the best citizens of this 

m 

region of the country, and many of her descendants still reside 

in Summers. Monroe and adjoining counties. John Maddy. who 

died at a very old age, lived and died near Greenville, and was a 

very wealthy man; was a pioneer merchant at that place, and 

owned good lands around the country. His son, Richard Maddy, 

who married a Miss Peck, died a few years since at that place, 

where he owned a splendid farm, the Riley Cook place, where his 

widow and children still live. Tohn Maddy late in his life married 

• 

a Miss Arnet. Charles Maddy was a brother of John, and together 
with their brother-in-law, David Hinton, at one time, some fifty 
years ago, owned the Hinton lands on which the citv of Avis is 


built. The land, about 150 acres, was sold under judicial decree 
of the circuit court of Monroe Countv. and purchased bv the Mad- 

m JL # 

dys and David Hinton, who were brothers-in-law and brother of 
John Hinton, at this sale, it being sold for the payment of debts 
of Tohn Hinton—“TackC Later thev conveyed it to Mrs. Avis 
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Hinton, who held it to the date of her death. These two Maddys 
also at one time owned the Boyd farm at Little Bend Tunnel now 
owned bv Lewis X. Bartgis. Matthew Maddv, another brother, 
lived on Little Stony Creek, and it was during his life the sulphur 
soring on the Maddv farm, known as the 1.indeman Spring, wa- 

A- l m 1 * 1 

diseCAcred. It was a deer lick and swampy place. A gum was 
placed in the ground, through which the percolating water es¬ 


caped. After 


MXt\ 


years this .gum—a piece of hcilow tree—was 


taken out, and it was found as sound as the day it was placed in 


the spring. 


Gabriel Maddv lived on this farm for many years, being a son o? 
Matthew. Later he removed onto the "Wolf Creek Mountain, in 
Greenbrier District, where he died, leaving a widow and five Levs. 


Thomas C.. for a long time a ferryman at Talcott until the bridge 


• * 

^ ^ 4, V + • • 


was built there in 1905. was a brave soldier in the Confederate 
Army, and noted for his patriotism and faithfulness to the Demo¬ 
cratic partv. He h • s h-m ? member the Pearl at Educe 

road surveyor for several years, and is an honest man, being the 

» • •—^ 

% 

present and only tax collector for the Talcott toll bridge since its 
construction. His son Oscar also resides at Talcott. Thaddcus 

R. Maddv, another son of Gabriel, now lives at Dugat, in Raleigh 

* 7 • ^ 

County, lie was for many years a resident of thL county, a val¬ 
iant soldier in the Confederate Army, and held the office of consta¬ 
ble for several year* in the county. Jesse, another son. a farmer, 
died in 100d. near Hinton. Two other sons of Gabriel were killed 
in battle during the Civil War, and one shot and killed accidentally. 
Their names I have failed to secure. One daughter married Mar¬ 
shall Scarbcrry. and lives on the Gabriel Maddv place on the moun¬ 
tain. A brother ot Gabriel was Dr Eber W. Maddv. Another 

• • 

descendant of X’ancy (or Annie) (Maddv) Parsons was Alexander 

Maddv, who died in Monroe County many years ago. "Wilson <the 

litigant), who lives not far from Talcott. was his son. He ha- 

been famous for the great number of lawsuits he has maintained. 

«» 

and by which he has unfortunately made himself poor, but en¬ 
riched the lawyers. 

Dr. Eber \Y. Maddv. a dentist, was a noted man in his dav. but 

* 

not in the wav of hearing out the good reputation of the Maddv 
name. He was a scientific dentist, who practiced throughout ad¬ 
joining counties. He owned large boundaries of real estate in Tal- 

c? • O' 

colt District and in Raleigh, valuable in coal, but through dissi- 
nation and litigation it all passed from his hands before bis death— 
lands now easily worth more than $100,000. He and his nephew 
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Wilson hid inanv hittcrlv contested suit 
reside in the cn:nt\. 


v * 


His descendants still 


.\ not her of the Mad lv 


defendant 


w Z: 


Re 


'V. 


lohn C. Maddv. 


\ 4 4 


* r 
v. • 


- t > 


• v 


' Atl bst d:\ire in Ohio State, where hi* sons. Frank 


Cl t 


and Charles, sii 1 1 reside 

rieel a Mr. Tucker, resi !er 

in Los 


1 1 

i o:cUO 


ill 


His daughter Ella, who mar- 


married 


’ am! live 


To: eka. Karsa**. Augusta, who is 

i O 

Vngeles. California, a ml Miss Fnima. 


also a resident <>i Toledo. 


* 

Another of the descendants was lamer* Mtul.lv. who settled at 

• * 

-acand'oat captain on the 


Gallipolis. t duo. His soil \\ iliiant was a 
Ohio, and was sent for and operated, the “Cecilia." the only steam¬ 
boat ever operated in Xew River. A daughter of lame". Mary, 
married. Mr. Caleb fohnson. an honorable gentleman of M '‘nr 


oe 


County, and whose daughters. Misses 1 'Sephine and Salome, now 

live in Hinton, and the daughter Ella married Mr. Edgar Johnson. 

president of the Greenbrier Valley Lank, at Alder>on. and one son 

lames C. Tohnson. wii > now l>\es m l exa^. 

•» « 

Another daughter of lames Maddv. Eliza. married Maior Rich- 

VA • • 

ard Woodrnm. and other children are scattered throughout the Mid¬ 
dle West. 

Another descendant wa> Peter Maddv. a son of Matthew Mad- 

dv. who marrie*! Miss Eli. J>eth George, a daughter of lohn George, 

• 

of Greenbrier C«»untv. He owned. -4-.V acre?* of g -oil land on Pick 

• V s 

Creek. While a voting man he joined the C mfederate \rnv. con- 

• * * • 

tracted the n plioid fever ami died at l uion. le.i\ ing a widow. Eliza- 

• I o 

beth, who die<l in recent years, ami two intani sons, John Peter and 

William T.. who still reside in the county, ami are enterprising and 

honorable citizens. Richard. MoXeer. Sr., marrie.l Elizabeth MadeX. 

a sister of lohn. Charles ami Matthew Maddv. and from whom all 

• • 

the generations of McXeers and allied connections are descendants. 

V_ 

We are unable to give anv detailed account of this ancient ami 
honorable familv, and give onlv such incidental information as we 
have.. 


CAPTAIN ROBERT W. SAUNDERS. 

Captain Robert \\ . SauinRi" wa** bprn June S. ISJ6, m Bedt\*rd 

Countv. \ irgi-'ia. and. wa< of English descent. He died, on the 

• % ^ 

2Uth ot October. l‘>04. Earh in life he located in the territorv of 


Forest Hill District. His first wife was Lit 


iu 


Miller, bv whom 


he raised three children — I ewis. Rebecca and Maria all dead, 
dymg from diphtheria during the war. The second wife was Sa- 










♦ 




I 

] 

1 

l 


• \ 




I 





Lawyer. 


x. rpsiit'K 

Orator and 


II1GGIXO: 'THA.M. 
Iit-publif an Politician. 
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rah E. Meadows, daughter of Robert Meadows, who lived near the 
olci church on Greenbrier River. Their children were Edward Lee, 
Josephine, who married A. A. McDowell; A. H. and C. E. Saun¬ 
ders. Ilia third wife was Sallie A. Harvey, a daughter of Allen 
L. Harvey. Robert A. Saunders was a captain during the Civil 
War in the Confederate service, lie was one of the main supports 
of the Missionary Baptist Church of Forest Hill, of which he was 
a member for thirty years. His sons are now prominent and law- 
abiding citizens of the county, active in affairs. Captain Saunders 
w as a man of property, and one of the founders of the county. 


HIGGINBOTHAM. 

Upshur Higginbotham w r as born in Mercer County, W est Vir¬ 
ginia, December 1, 1S75; spent his youth on the farm; was edu¬ 
cated at the Normal School at Athens and at the West Virginia 
Universitv. takinsr the law’ course in the Hirer institution HavHo- 

~ ' -— O 

completed the same, he located in Hinton. December, 1909, for the 
practice of his profession. Soon after entering the practice he was 
appointed by Judge Jackson referee in bankruptcy, which position 
he held until his resignation in 1905. In 1906. seeking a wider field 
for his abilities, lie located in Charleston, entering into a partner¬ 
ship for the practice of law with Hon. Dell Hummell, city attor¬ 
ney. In 1 ( '04 he was appointed private secretary to Hon. Tos. II. 
Gaines, member of Congress from the Third West Virginia Dis¬ 
trict, which position he has successfully and intelligently filled 
until the present time. Mr. Higginbotham is a Republican in poli¬ 
tics. a shrewd party leader, and has had the confidence of his part} 
associates. In 1902 he was elected Secretary of the Republican 
Congressional Committee for the Third West Virginia District, 
w’hich position he still holds. On May 29, 1 Q 02, he was united in 
marriage w’ith Miss Roberta R. Kessler, of Talcott District, a 
daughter of Henry F. Kessler, Esq. Mr. Higginbotham is an able 
lawyer and a strong man, w r ith bright prospects in his profession. 


BROWN. 

Garret Brown was one of the old settlers of Forest Hill. A 
son of Garret Brown still lives on the old place near Barger 
Springs, at the top of the hill. Garret’s father’s name was Wil¬ 
liam. The grandfather of Allen first settled on Bradshaw’s Run. 
at the Bolton farm. A mound still stands on this farm where his 
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house was burned by the Indians, who e'arne to the house in the 
absence of the menfolks and set fire to the dax in the roof and 
burned the house. They carried the old ladv Brown a wav. She 
was a ven' fieshv woman, and when the Indians came to the house 
and found the old ladv aione and the men crone, set the house afire. 


The men came home, found the house burning. followed the In- 

% ^ 

dians to Paint Creek, at an old Indian camp on the land afterwards 
owned by F.ber Macldy. They were preparing to burn Mrs. Brown 
at the stake, as she was so fleshy they had decided not to be both- 
ered with her aiiv longer. The Indians had everything ready for 
the bonfire, when the men fired on the Indians, and thus rescued 
her. Garret Brown settled where Allen F. Brown now lives, sixtv- 
three years ago. ITis son Allen married a daughter of Rufus Clark, 
of Pipestem. Her name was Mary Ellen, and they were married in 
1855. He was a member of Philip Thurmond’s Rangers during the 
war. He had one sister, who weighed only thirty-three and one- 

half pounds, was twenty-two inches in 
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b’fin in i653. ] tie Garret Brown 


patent was issued by the Governor ot Virginia in iSao, for 136 
acres, and adjoined the John Carden patent of 100 acres. The 
old Watkins patent adjoins the Brown lands. Garret Brown mar¬ 
ried Harriet Ann Alford, of Monroe Countv. and who was a Scotch 

_ 

woman from Scotland. The children of Allen Brown are Roxie. 

Xora. Marv. lennie Lee and Fnra: aho one son. Prince ('lark. Gar- 

_ _ * 

ret Brown was made tamom bv the old ejectment suit of Carde 


• % 
u 


vs Brown, which pended in the circifit court for thirteen years. It 
was pending in Monroe County prior to its removal to this county. 


THQMAS W. TOWNSLEY. 

The ancient and celebrated auctioneer was born March 25, 1835, 
in Roanoke. Virginia. His father’s name was W. A'. Townsley, 
of England, born in May, 1800. He married a Miss Wade. Thomas 
W. emigrated to this part of the country in 1840, and located first 
within one mile of Peterstown, and has been within the territory 
of this county thence hitherto; was a brave Confederate soldier, 
a member of Clark’s Battalion, 30th Virginia. Horton’s Brigade, 
Breckenridge’s Division ; was in many of the great battles of the 

v _ • C 2 

Civil War, including Cold Harbor, Leetown, Winchester. Kerns- 
town and New Market, and was at the battle of Lewisburg. He 
was constable of Forest Hill District for twelve rears. His first 


wife was Xancy J. Brown; his 


ond wife a Keatley, and third a 


♦ 
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Shelton. His children are Mary, Eliza, who married Tmlson Fos- 
ter; Alice, who married Peter M. Foster; and Josephine, who mar¬ 
ried Green Taylor. Tlios. Jalysle and C. Luther are his two sons, 
residing at llinton. engaged in the employment of the C. & O. Ry. 

Co. Thomas \V. TorvnsRv is a shoemaker bv trade and a Demo- 

* 

crat in politics; was fe>r one year the sergeant of the town of Up¬ 
per Hinton, and has been for a number of t ears the janitor of the 
court house. 


RATLIFFE MYSTERY. 


During the building of the Big Bend Tunnel in 1872. a peddler 
by the name of Rati iff e disappeared, and was never heard of after. 
He had on his person 8375, and left the tunnel accompanied by 
Harry Gili, who lived in the mountains back of Bradshaw 's Run. 
in Forest Hill District. 21 r. Henry Millmrn saw the peddler and 
Gill cross the Greenbrier River near his place, and they went on 
in the direction f Gib’s TEm nigU a Ur. L 


r t * 


V/ • • 
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• * A AS./ 


A. A % V ^.4 


the neighborhood, heard the cries of distress of some one appeal¬ 
ing for help. At first he thought the cties came from his father’s, 

A A • 

and he ran in that direction, on Bradshaw’s Run, but discovered 
that the trouble was in the mountain. The cries ceased, and !atc r 
in the night a great tire was seen hi the direction of Gill’s. 


I tie 


next dav it was learned that eiIll’s stable had burned during uu 

- o 

night, claimed to be accidental, The peddler was never seen or 
heard of afterwards, and no evidence could be found oi him except 
a piece of his trousers was found in a hollow hickory tree in the 
neighborhood of where the stable had burned, with a hole nea** 


the waistband, indicating and appearing to have been made b\ a 
bullet. Xo arrests were made, as no evidence could be found for 

k 

certain that Ratliffe was dead. A few rears ago this same Harrv 


Gill died, and during his last illness the neighbors came in to attend 
on him and. administer to his wants, and during this 1 a s t i 11 ii e > s 
he seemed to be in great despair, although perfectly sane in mind, 
and he would cry out. “There is Ratliffe! Take him away 1 " Finally 
he secured possession or a pair of scissors, and demanded to know 
if Ratliffe was gone. He kept hold of this weapon until hG death. 
People were present at his death who were not in the Stale at the 
time of the disappearance <•: the peddler, and had never heard of 
lum or ot the circumstance.'. Gill lived to be an oid man, and was 

Whether Ratliffe was killed 


in his late years elected. a constable, 
was never known. The corpus delicti could never be proven. 

Here U Ti e foundation or - me of the “Strange Schemes of Kan- 

I ' 

dolph Mason, Lawyer.” 
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MAXWELL. 

« 

There is but one family of this name in Summers Countv, that 

* 7 

of Robert Ii. Maxwell, of Avis, who has been -a resident thereof 
almost since the formation of the county. He was born in Clover 
Bottom, on Blue: tone River, on the 26th day of December. 1S43. 
When he was fourteen years old his father moved to Raleigh Coun¬ 


ty, in the Winding Gulf region, where he remained until the out¬ 
break of the Civil War, at which time he removed to Tackson 
Countv. West Virginia, and on the 15th of August. 1862, enlisted 

* • o * 

in Company K, Weal Virginia Infantry, United States Army, re¬ 
maining in the active service throughout the remainder of the war. 
He took part in the Hunter raid throughout West Virginia, and 
participated in many battles and skirmishes. When his army 
reached Lynchburg. Virginia, on this raid, he was shot, and was 
left on the field of battle, and taken prisoner by the Confederate 
Army, carried to Richmond, the capital of the ConbvW^y. 
there confined in the famous Libby Prison. He was paroled on the 

Aft 

14th of September, 1864, and went to the Union hospital at An¬ 
napolis. Maryland. When Mr. Maxwell left Libby Prison his first- 
movements were to secure something to eat. He drew a dav’s ra- 

o * 

tions, which he ate for breakfast. He sold his canteen and blanket 
for nine dollars in the coin of the Confederate realm, all of which 
he spent for bread, and all of which he ate at one meal. He then 
started down the James River to the place where prisoners were 
exchanged, and again found himself under the stars and stripes: 
and it was then that he saw the first bacon and ham which he had 
seen in all the time since he had entered the armv, and there he 
finished up the meal which he began at Libby Prison, and there 
he secured the first coffee he had seen in three months. After the 
war he returned to Tackson Countv. having been discharged from 
the army in 1865. He there married Virginia Rand, a daughter 
of Robert Rand, of that county, to which union there were born 
three children—John B. Maxwell, now of Texarkana, Texas: Nel¬ 
lie, who married Captain Bobbett, the Railway conductor of Hin¬ 
ton; and Annie, who married a Mr. Barker, of Kansas City, Kan¬ 
sas. After the death of his first wife he moved to Hinton. West 
Virginia, in 1883. and married Miss Eliza Flanagan, a daughter of 
Richard A. Flanagan, of Favette Countv. and bv this union one son 
was born—Irvin Maxwell, the lawyer, now located in Virginia. 
Upon locating in Hinton he engaged in the timber and lumber 
business, which he ha« followed up until 1904. since which time 
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lie has been engaged principally in the real estate business. He 
is an active politician, take- great interest in the conventions and 
elections in his county, he being an old-school Republican, but is 
never a candidate for office. One time he was the chairman of the 
Republican county committee, and has been one of the leaders in 
the councils of that party. In 1904 he took an active part with the 
old-time branch of the party in the county troubles. 

Irvin Maxwell, the lawyer, was admitted to practice in this 
State and county in 1900, in the town of his birth. He is a gradu¬ 
ate of the law school at Washington and Lee University, His 
home is in Hinton. Robt. H. Maxwell is one of the leading citizens 
of Avis; has been mayor of that city, member of the city council 

m 

several terms, and is now a member of that body. He is an enter¬ 
prising and useful citizen. It was largely through his efforts that 
the dyke improvements have been secured to prevent the overflow 
from floods in that municipality. He has been successful in his 
business affairs and is independent. 

The ancestors of R. H. Maxwell are among the original pioneer 
settlers west of the Allegheny Mountains in the New River Valley. 

Captain Maxwell was one of the commanders who fought the 
Indians in 1783. in the Holstine River settlements in Abb’s Yal- 
lev. and was in command in the Indian troubles in the Ingles set- 

- " O 

tlements of the Upper New River. 

This Captain Thomas Maxwell, with Samuel Ferguson and the 
Peervs. were in the battle of the Alamance. Thev came from the 

m 

Valley of Virginia. Two of the daughters of Captain Maxwell 
were killed bv the Indians at the time of the Ingles settlement 

~ o 

troubles. Robert H. Maxwell’s father's name was Mathias, who 

married Tuliet Brown, of Mercer Countv—the same familv of 

► - ^ 

% 

Browns as Mrs. I. M. 

* 

Dr. Thomas Brav. A brother of Mr. Maxwell. I. A. Maxwell, 
now resides in Portsmouth. Ohio. He was a soldier in the United 
States Army during the Civil War in the same company as his 
brother. Another brother, John, was a member of the St. Louis 
Cavalry in the United States Army. The father of Mathias Max¬ 
well was William Maxwell. The Maxwells are directly connected 
with the Clavs. who first settled in the Clover Bottom, on the Big 


Carden and 31 rs. Margaret Brav. wife of 

o * 




Bluestone, Tabitha Clay, who was killed by the Indians at that 
place, being a direct blood connection of Robert H. Maxwell. The 
Maxwells Clavs. Browns and Tordans were relate*! from the first 
pioneer. Mitchell Clav, who raised thirteen children. 

The Maxwells were early settlers in the Upper Xew River Val- 
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lev, and were attacked by the Indians in 1782. Captain Thomas 


Maxwell was the leader of fifteen 


f » r 

v_- 1 


twentv men, with auothei 


force of five or six men with John Hix, whose descendants live 
in this count}, which he had gotten together, who pursued a parcel 
of Indians in 1782 who had attacked the Indies settlement on Xew 
River. They pursued the Indians for five days, and finally discov¬ 
ered them in a gap of Sandy Ridge, which divides the waters oi 
Sandy ami Clinch Rivers. 1 his gap since that time is known as 
Maxwell's Gap, a short distance west of Abb’s Valley. Captain 
Maxwell divided his company, he taking a part of his men to the 
flank of the Indian^, while Ingles remained with the other portion 
in the rear, the fight to he made at davliglu the next morning. 
Unfortunately. Maxwell, in order to escape detection, bore too far 
away, and was not in position to make the attack at the appointed 
time. Ingles, having waited beyond the hour agreed upon, seeing 
the Indians begin to move, began the attack. The Indians there- 

i t; 

upon began to toinaf.awk the priomem Mr. b\gR< r^ched hdc 

wife jimt as she had received a terrible blow on the head. Thev 

• * # 

had alrcadv tomahawked his daughter, five rears old, and his son 
William, three .years <dd. In their retreat the Indians passed be¬ 
low Captain Maxwell and the party, fired upon them, and killed 
Captain Maxwell. The wounded little girl died, but the mother 
recovered,, bins gap on the Sandy R known t > thR day as Max¬ 
well’s Gap. 

We have no direct history of the Maxwells and their descend¬ 
ants from that day to the present, except in a general way. That 
Maxwell's ancestors were Indian fighters and scouts and soldiers 
in the Revolution there is no doubt. The Maxwells, Browns, RearR 

and jordans are related through the descendants of this original 

% 

settler, Mitchell Clay. Captain John Maxwell was also of the same 
family. Two of his daughters were captured by the Indians near 
the Clinch about 1782. Captain James Maxwell was also another 
otic of these pioneer soldiers and Indian fighters. The battle of the 
Alamance was fought in 1772. in which Thomas Maxwell toik a 
part. The Maxwells were Scotch-Irish. 

Mitchell Clav settled on. the Clover Bottom tract of land in 

■4 

1775. This was the first white settlement made in the present ter¬ 
ritorial limits ot Mercer County. Andrew Culbertson settled 
Crump’s Bottom twenty years prior to the settlement of the Clover 
Bottom. Clay and his family remained on this land undisturbed for 
a period of eight wars, and were finally attacked by the Indians, 
and a part of his family killed and one captured. 
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Clay opened up a considerable 
In 1783. in the month of August, 
Ezekiel were building fence around 
afternoon. The bovs were at work. 


farm on the Clover Bottoms, 
he and his sons Bartlev and 
grain stacks. It was in the 
The older daughter and some 


of the young girls were at the river washing. A partv of eleven In- 

9 O o l + 

dians crept up to the edge of tin- lieid and shot Bartley dead. The 

discharge of the gun alarmed the girls at the river, and they started 

on a run to the house. An Indian attempted to scalp the young 

man and at the same time capture the girls. The older girl. Tabi- 

• * 

tha, undertook to defend the body of her dead brother and pre¬ 
vent his being scalped, and in the struggle with the Indian she 
reached for his butcher knife, which hung in his belt, and ini~sing 
it. the Indian drew it and stabbed her repeatedly. She, however 
several times wrung the knife from his hands and cast it aside, 
but he each time recovered it, and continued cutting* her with the 


knife until he had literally chopped her to pieces before killing her. 
The small girB. during the melee, escaped to the house, mid the 
small brother, Ezekiel, a lad of sixteen years, was captured by an¬ 
other Indian. 1 he house of Mitchell Clay stood on a high point 
or knoll, three hundred ^*ards due west of the dwelling house now 
owned by the present occupant. The foundation stones of the old 
Clay cabin are «=*till there to be seen. About the time the attack 
was made bv the Indians, a man bv the name of Liggon Blanken¬ 


ship called at the Clay cabin, and w hen *Mrs. Clay discovered her 
daughter in the struggle with the Indian, begged Blankenship to 
shoot the Indian and save the child: instead thereof he took to his 
heels and ran to the Xew River settlements, and reported that 
Clay and all his family had been killed. This cowardly behavior 

of Blankenship has been handed down from generation to genera- 

% 

tion. and will be to the end of all time. The Indians, securing the 
scalp of the young man. Bartley, and the sister, Tabitha. with their 
prisoner, Ezekiel, left. As soon as they left, Mrs. Clay took her 
children and carried the bodies of the dead ones to the house and 
placed them on a bed, left the cabin with her children, and made 
her way through the wild woods six miles to the house of James 
Bailey, who lived on Brush Creek, near the present New Hope 
Church, he being the nearest neighbor of the Clavs. Mitchell Clav. 
before the coming of the Indians, had gone into the woods for 

•7 O 

game, and wounded a deer, followed it until dark, and then re- 
turned to his home and discovered the horrors committed in his 
absence. He discovered the dead bodies of his children and other 
evidences, and supposed all of his family had been killed. He left 
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the cabin for the Xew River settlements bv wav of the East River. 
During the night he discovered the Indians in his road, who fol- 

c? o 

lowed him closely until he reached the settlements. They stole a 
number of horses and immediately retreated west of the Ohio. 
Information was immediatelv convevcd to the various neighbor- 

• - o 

t 

hoods, and a party of men, under Captain Mathew Farley, among 
them Charles Clay, Mitchell Clay, Jr., William Wiley. Edward 
Hale, John French and others, who went to the Clay cabin, buried 
tbe bodies of Bartley and Tabitha, and then began a pursuit of the 
Indians. The Indians took the old trail on the Bluestone, across 
Flat Top Mountain, down the divide between Guyandottc and 
Coal, on top of the Cherry Pond Mountain, continuing down the 
west fork of Coal River. The Indians separated into two squads, 
one going down Pond Fork. The whites, not suspecting they had 
separated, seeing the horse tracks, followed on down Pond Fork, 
until thev saw the smoke from the Indians’ fires and heard the 
whi&tlc of a fife. The whites halted in order to confer as to the 
best method of attack. They decided to divide their party, so as 
to place a portion of them below the Indians and attack at daylight 
the next morning, and make the attack from above and below at 

o T 

the same time. The whites crept up as close as they could to the 
Indians. All was quiet during the night, and just at break of day 
a large Indian arose from his bed and walked out a short distance, 
and was shot and killed, and thereupon began tbe attack. 

Two of the Indians were killed and one was wounded and at¬ 
tempted to escape, and in his broken English begged for his life, 
but Charles Clay, whose brother and sister had been killed by 
them, and had another brother in captivity, refused him quarter, 
and killed him instantlv. The remaining Indians fled down the 
river. Mitchell Clay, Jr., was then a boy of sixteen. When the 
attack began, a large Indian rushed toward him. Ciav had a large 
rifle gun, too heavy for him to use, and missed the Indian when 
he bred at him. The Indian wheeled and attempted to run off, but 
was killed by another of the party. This light occurred in what is 
now Boone County, at the head of Little Bottom on Pond Fork on 
Coon's farm. 

a pile of heavy stones, carried by tbe Indians from the mountain 
and piled over the bodies of their dead comrades. The whites re¬ 
covered their horses, but did not recover Ezekiel Ciav. and the 
Indians carried him on to Chilfieothe and burned him at the stake. 
Both Edward Ilale and William Wiley took from the backs of 
two dead Indians strips of their hides, which they converted into 


rhe snot where this battle was fought is marked bv 

1 O 
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razor straps, which remained in their families for many years as 

souvenirs of this battle. After this Indian trouble Mitchell Clay 

moved to New River and bought the land now owned by J. Roily 

Johnson, who recently owned some land in the Pipestem District, 
* 

which he sold to the French Brothers. The house built by Clay 
remains, with the port-holes to be seen. 

Mitchell Clav married Phoebe Belcher and raised fourteen chib 
dren. One of his daughters. Mary, married William Stuart, and 
the Clays and Stewarts now form a large part of the population 
of Wyoming County, especially the descendants of William Stew¬ 
art. The courteous cleik of the county court of that county, A. M. 
Stewart, is a descendant of this William Clav and of this daughter 


of Mitchell Clav. Mitchell Clav died on Xcw River in 1812, having 

m ij) 

sold his Clover. Bottom tract to Hugh Tnnes and his son-in-law, 
Colonel Pearis. 

Mr. Maxwell has held important positions in the management 
of the Republican partv and policies in Snmm^rc County. As 
stated, he was once chairman of the County Committee, and man¬ 
aged the affairs of the party throughout that campaign. As is 


customarv in these days, it is understood that the chairman of the 

# * I 

party organization handles and controls largely the campaign funds. 
Maxwell did what few chairmen do, as far as our observation ex¬ 
tends. All of the campaign contributions were placed by him in 
bank and checked out, and vouchers kept therefor as disbursements 
were made, no contention being made that he had pocketed any 
of the funds, and his manner of doing this business was such that 

7 o 

he could not be charged with maladministration. He was the first 
mayor of the city of Avis, elected at its incorporation. He was 
largely instrumental in securing the separation of the two cities, 


% 

the citizens of Avis being dissatisfied with the management of 
affairs under the charter which consolidated the two towns. He 
was selected by the citizens of that city as their representative: 
went to Charleston, stayed throughout the session of the Legis¬ 
lature, securing the passage of the bill known as ‘‘The City of 
Hinton Divorce Bill.” In the election of 1904 he did not stand with 
the regular organization of the party so far as it stood by tire 
nominations of his party for judge of the circuit court, and he was 
an earnest, active and influential supporter and advocate of the 
Democratic candidate for judge of the Circuit Court for the Ninth 
Judicial Circuit, demoting his time and influence, without money, 
price or compensation of any character. Tn his political actions, as 
in other matters, he is bold, aggressive, and makes no secret of the 
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position taken by him. In the famous Thompson and Fowler fac¬ 
tional controversy many year-; ago, lie was an active adherent of 
the destinies of the Fowier contention and adherents. At one time 

he was offered a large sum of money for his support by a repre- 

• 

sentative of the. Standard Oil Co. to take a different position in 
one of those factional fights, but he was as firm as the Rock of 
Gibraltar. 

R. H. Maxwell’s grandfather’s language was distinctly broken 

O ^ O r 

and showed the Scotch accent very perceptibly. Robert H. Max¬ 
well is the only representative of these old settlers now living in 
this county, and, as stated before, is a . man of character, sober, 
industrious and enterprising. In politics, as in oilier matters, he 
stands up for his principles, and has been from the foundation of 
the Republican party an ardent and faithful Republican, without 
seeking office or political preferment, and an earnest fighter ior his 
political principles—fights straight from the shoulder without 


« a y » vo i 


deceit, and v\ illioui munev and without price. Fie 


goes into any cause earnestly, without false representation as to 
the position which he occupies. At one time he was chairman and 
made a successful chairman of his party organization in this couni v. 
If he is for a party, man or principle, he will be found advocating 
the same openly and above board. He now holds the office of 
commissioner of school lands by appointment. 


THE SWOPE FAMILY. 

This is a German ancestry (Schwab or Swab being the original 
German name for what is now known as SwopeV The Swopes 

were among the first settlers in Monroe Countv, Jos. Ulrich. 01 

% 

John Ulrich Swope being the ancient and original settler and an¬ 
cestor of the familv in this region of the country. lie was the 
second son of Yost (Joseph) Swope, and was born in the town of 
Leiman, in the Duchy of Baden, in 1707. FIi> grandfather was the 
mayor or burgomaster of that town. His father, Yost Swope, was 
born in the same town, on the 22d day of February, 1678, and 
owing to the persecutions of the Lutheran Church, of which he was 
an active member, he emigrated across the seas and settled in 
Upper Leacock Township of Lancaster County, Fa. Here he raised 
a family of five children, all of whom located there except John Ul¬ 
rich, or Joseph, as he will hereafter be called. We are not positive 
as to his first name, whether it is lohn or Toseph. The family reo- 
ords show that frequently these Dutch people grne two of their chi!- 
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dren the same name, and tradition is that he dropped the name of 
John and assumed the name of his older brother, and assumed and 
adopted his father’s name of Joseph. The original ancestor wrote 
his name Swab, and it was Americanized into Swope. This Jo¬ 
seph Ulrich left Pennsylvania and emigrated with the German col¬ 
ony into the Valley of Virginia, locating in Augusta, near the site 
of the present Swope Depot on the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway. 
It was here that his son Joseph was born, on the 11th day of Au¬ 
gust, 1751. He was of a venturesome disposition, and began ex¬ 
plorations in the country to the west, in 1750 and 1752, with his 
trusty flint-lock gun. he followed the Indian trail up Jackson’s 
River to the mouth of Dunlap’s Creek, thence up that creek, cross¬ 
ing the table-lands into the country where Union is built. There, 
instead of following the trail down the waters of Indian Creek, he 
took a due west course and landed on top of those knobs which 
bear his name to this day—Swope’s Knobs—and from there he 
viewed the countrv. He descended from this mountain into the 
Wolf Creek Valley, and was detected by a party of marauding 
Indians, who followed him, but whom he discovered in time to 
make preparations for his escape. He headed for a large hollow 
poplar tree which stood about a third of a mile west of the present 
site of the Wolf Creek Post Office near the Broad Run Church. 
He managed to crawl into the hollow of this tree and climbed up 
the hollow, bracing himself against the sides, and there remained 

' O w 7 

/ 

until the Indians gave up the search. He could hear them talking 
and marching around the tree, but they decided it tvas impossible 
for a man to be inside of it. This tree remained standing until 
18(50, when it became dangerous from decay and was cut down. 
After the departure of the Indians he came out of his hiding place, 
and there located a claim to the land round about, and cut his 
name in a beech tree near the spring on the farm now' owned by 
Mrs. Cornelius Leach, entered his tomahawk or corn title and 
cut a brush heap at the same place. He then left, and returned in 
a year or two, and brought his wife and son, Joseph, and built 
his house a few hundred vards west of what is known as the Connor 
Spring. In this hou^e he lived, and his son, Michael, after him, 
who was born there on the 29th of September, 3 753. This child 
w'as the first white male child born in the territory of Monroe 
County, if not within the present territorial limits of Southern 
West Virginia. There is a tradition that there had been a girl 

O c_ 1 

born before this date within that territory, but it so. all historv 

•S " * 

thereof is lost. This house built by this pioneer still remains in 
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splendid condition, and it was from this house that his son, Joseph, 


1756, at the age of five 


was stolen by the Shawnee Indians in 
years, and kept a prisoner with them near Chillieothe, Ohio, for 
nine years. After formally settling his family in this new home, 
Joseph, the settler, decided to visit his people in Pennsylvania and 
look after his interest in his father's estate. On this trip his horse 
threw him, fractured his leg where it had once been fractured bv 

r O •* 

an Indian bullet, and from this wound he died, and where his place 
of burial is not one knows. 

He was a traveler and hunter, and it was Swope. Pack and 
Pitman who were hunting down New River near its mouth, and 
discovered the Indians, who t\ere making for the Jackson's River 
and the Catawba settlements for the purpose of attacking and 
destroying them. These hunters separated, one going to one set¬ 
tlement and one to another to warn them of the danger, and it 
was this band of Indians that Captain Paul followed. An account 
of up right with them at the mouth of Indian is given elsev h^re in 


this book. The theft of Swope’s boy by the Indians embittered 
him towards that people to such an extent that he never let any 
opportunity pass to harrass them or to secure a scalp. This son, 
Joseph, who was taken to the Indian village, was adopted by the 
queen of the tribe, who was said to have been Cornstalk's mother. 
He was heated with rovaltv and saved from death and nianv hard- 
ships. An Indian boy one day located a skunk near the camp, and 
induced his white comrade into making an investigation for game, 
the result being that he was thoroughlv fumigated. Pent on re- 
venge, and not large enough to whip the Indian, he waited his 
opportunity, and when the Indian boy started to kindle a tire with 
steel and flint, Swope placed some powder where the fire would 
ignite it, and when he got down to blow the smoke into a blaze, 
the powder ignited and blew out both eyes of the Indian. The 
Indian tribe took up the matter, and Swope was sentenced to 
death, and it was here the good offices of the old queen came in. 
She was a silent spectator to his sentence of death; then she quietly 
exercised her authority, took charge of her adopted boy. and told 
the Indians they had taught him nothing but revenge, and that 
this bov had a right to resent the treatment of the Indian; so 

O 

saving, she led him to her wigwam, and the sentence was set aside 

• o * o 

and his life saved. The boy was returned to his parents by reason 
of the treaty following the battle of Point Pleasant. He was ex¬ 
changed and returned to civilization, recognized by his parents, 


and became the ancestor of many people now livin 
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took to civilized life after his return, learned to write, and became 
a prosperous man. On April 3, 1774, he married Catharine Sul¬ 
livan, a full-blooded Irish woman. She was a woman ot strong 

character, and led an eventful life, many of the details of which 

% 

would be interesting to her descendants. She was a tearless pio¬ 
neer, callable of defensive as well as offensive warfare for the pro¬ 
tection of her lamilv against the wild beasts a- well as the savage 
men. On one occasion six Indians came into her house without 
saving a word, and sat down at the table and ate all she had pre¬ 
pared, W ith a grunt of thanks they walked over to the woods in 
the direction of her people. In a few moments she heard the crack 
of a riile, and directlv the Indians returned, and one was carrying 

m • O 

a large buck which thev had killed, and delivered it to her. Thev 
laid it down bv the door, and indicated bv signs and grunts that 
it was to pav for the dinner. This Joseph and his wife, Catharine, 
raised a family of nine children. George was born August 15, 
177b: Margaret. October 20. 1777: Ruth. December 1778: bwenh 


• # 


June 20, 1781: Jonathan, January 5, 1784; Catharine, February 12, 
1786; Eleanor, January 3, 1788: Adam, April 23, 1701, and Mary, 
March 17, 1703. Joseph settled in the Wolf Creek country and 

secured a patent to 600 acres of land above where his father en¬ 
tered his tomahawk right, and there raised his family in the house 
built by his father. Of this large family of early settlers and their 
descendants but few remain in the country of their nativity. 'George 

• * o 

moved to Kentucky; Eleanor married a Burdette and moved to 
Kentucky; Marv married Thomas Casebolt and settled on Locust 

w * 

Creek, Pocahontas County. She was the mother of Henry Case- 
- # 

bolt, who went to California with the forty-niners and who was 
the inventor of the cable ear. Joseph Swope died March. 3. ISIM 
Catharine, his wife, died March 3 2, 1820. Michael Swope, brother 
of Joseph Swope, settled on the head of Hand’s Creek, w here he 
raised a large family. lie died April 25. 1839. Jonathan Swope, 
the third son of Joseph and Catharine, first married Frances Legg 
on the 4th day of January, 1803. They settled on a part of the 600 
acre patent He was a prominent and useful citizen, inheriting 
the sturdy German traits of his father, with the active determination 
and push of his Irish mother. The children of Joseph Swope by 
his hr^t marriage were George \Y., Lewis C.. Elizabeth. Matilda, 
Catharine and Marv 


lane. 


Lewis C. Swope settled m Madison 
Countv, Indiana; Elizabeth married an Argobright and settled 

«• 1 i a 

at Spencer, in Roane County, West Virginia: Matilda married a 
Tohnston and settled in Iowa; Catharine married Griffith Ellis and 
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died near Bluefield. Mary Jane was twice married, her first bus- 
hind being Henry Miller and her second husband, Christian C. 

L. ar 

McGame. They moved to Greenfield, Indiana, where she died a 
few years ago. The third daughter married Joseph Craig*, of Nicho¬ 
las County, and is a literary lady of pronounced ability, she having 
published a nook of poems. George C. Swope married and settled 
near his father at the site where his great-grandfather cut his name 
on the beech tree at the Swope Springs. }Je raised three children, 
one son and two daughters. His son, Caperton Swope, settled in 
Boone County, Indiana. His daughter, Elsie, first married Robert 
Haynes, by whom she had one daughter. Haynes was a brave 
soldier in the Confederate Army, and was captured and killed with 
a large number of prisoners in a railroad wreck while being trans¬ 
ported to prison. She afterwards married James Alderson. by 
whom she had one daughter, Elizabeth, now deceased. Her hus¬ 
band, James G. Alderson, and one daughter, Abbey, now live at 
Alderson. Her daughter, Mattie Haynes, married Chari - K 
Thompson, and they live in Alderson. Amanda Swope married 
Cornelius Leach, settled on the homestead of her father, and to 
them were born two boys and three girls. Elmer, the oldest son, 
after graduating .at the l niversitv of W est Virginia, taught one 




o 


session as associate principal with William H. Sawyers in the Hin¬ 
ton High School. He is now engaged as a draughtsman with one 

O O o o 

of the large steel bndge concerns near Pittsburg. Arthur, the sec¬ 


ond son, married a daughter of J. J. H. Tracy, and is living on the 
farm since the death of his father. Ada married Dr. De Veber; 
Irene married a Mr. Black, and thcv both live in Monroe Countv; 

J * m 

Elsie is unmarried and lives with her mother. Cornelius [.each 

was a prominent citizen of Monroe County, a Confederate soldier 

% 

who fought through the war and an active Republican politician. 
He died in 1906. He was a prosperous and enterprising citizen ; 
four years deputy sheriff under R. T. McNeer, and was six years a 
member of the county court. He was the first man to insist on 
and agitate a revision of the tax system of this State, contending 
that all species of property should be assessed at its true and actual 
value. George W. Swope bore the distinction of being the best 
scribe in his county, and one of the best educated men of his day 
and time. He was for several years a justice of the peace, was a 
careful farmer, and it was said that he was able to walk out in the 
night-time and lav his hand on anv tool used on his farm. He died 
in 1871. On lanuarv 3. 1850, Jonathan Swone married as his sec- 

m ‘ V X 

ond wife Susanna Roach, widow of M. Roach, her maiden name 
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having been Susanna Siders. To this union was born on Decem¬ 
ber 28, 1854, one son, Joseph Jonathan Swope, whose father at the 
time of his birth was seventy-one vears old and his mother in her 


tort}-sixth year. This Joseph Jonathan Swope received fcucli rudi¬ 
ments of an education as was afforded by the public schools of the 
i eighborhood until he was seventeen vears of age, when his father 

c « o 

died on April 5, 18/2, leaving him in charge of the farm and the 
care of his aged mother. Ifc gave up the attempt at securing an 
education, except what he could secure from study' at home on the 
farm. On the 28th of Mav, 1873. he married Lucv L. daughter of 
L. J. and Susan (Scott) Burdette. To this union four children 
were born, Ida S., wife of Jacob H. Hoover, of Hinton; Mary E., 
wife of John \V. Cook, of Charleston; Elsie \Y., wife of Z. A. Dick¬ 
inson, of Talcott, and Loxie J., wife of Ethell>ert Baber, of Hinton. 

Mrs. Swope died in 1883, and on September 23. 1883, he married 

_ _ 

Nettie Diddle, daughter of M. P. Diddle, of near Union in Monroe 
Countv. To them four children were born, Nina L., who married 
C. B. Stewart, and is now residing at Northfork, in McDowell 
County; Nellie H., at present postmistress at Thacker; Joseph 
Buell, who has completed the eour:>e in the Hinton High School 
and is at present a .student of the commercial college at Charleston, 
and Svella J., residing with her parents in Pineville. 

Mr. J. J. Swope is the most prominent of the present generation 
of the long line of the Swope ancestry now residing in this section 
of the country. After thirty years of life on the farm of his father 
in the Little Wolf C reek Valley, he abandoned it and went into 
the timber business. In 1887 he built a portable steam sawmill at 
Ronceverte, on which was placed one of his own inventions, a 

variable friction with oniv one wheel to use in either feeding and 

% 

gigging the carriage. In 188S he moved his family and located in 

O O O o o ~ 

Hinton, where he continued until 1889, when his mill and entire 
property was destroyed by fire, after which he recuperated and 
again embarked in the mill business with Robert H. Maxwell for 
a short time, but the business proving unsuccessful, it w r as aban¬ 
doned. He then entered the law' office of fames H. Miller, and 
while firing the engine for the Hinton Water Company, began the 

study of law, and after six months of close application was ad- 
# • 

mitted to the bar in 1892. lie is a gentleman of great mental 
activity. In 1894, through his advice and efforts and in his office, 
a comoanv was organized which established the “Hinton Repub- 
limn,” now the “Hinton Leader." In 1902 a fight grew up over 
the leadership cf the Republican party in Summers County, and 
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during - that campaign lie published and distributed the “Yellow 
Jacket" newspaper, which was only intended as a campaign pub¬ 
lication. It was independent of the Republican organization and 
opposed the ring rule of the bos>.es. In 1403 he abandoned Sum¬ 
mers County tor more attractive opportunities, and located at 
Oceana, in Wyoming County. He and his son constructed the 
first telephone line in that territory, which was from his office to 
the clerk’s office. On September 1, 1903, he took charge of the 


“Wyoming Herald" under lease, which he published until Feb¬ 
ruary, 1905, when he founded the "Wyoming Mountaineer," a 
Republican newspaper, of which he took entire charge a> manager 
and editor, and which has been a successful county paper, its cir¬ 
culation having arisen to 1,400 copies each week. In the contest 
over the removal of the county seat from Oceana to Pineville, 
whhh was voted on at the election of 1904, he espoused the side 
of Pineville with his paper, and that town won by a majority of 
fifty votes over the necessary two-thirds required bv law for the 
removal of a cotmtv seat. This election was declared void for 

r 

technical irregularities on the part of the commissioners holding 
the election. A second election was called in 1905, Mr. Swope again 
espousing the cause of Pineville, and again that town won over 
Oceana, and the court house was removed to the latter place in 
the year 1407. He removed Ids newspaper office to Pineville, and 
his first issue from that town was March 9, 1906. He brought the 
first cylinder pre»s and the first gasoline engine into that county. 

Mr. Swope still practices law, but his iaw is secondary to his 
interests and* energies devoted to his paper. During his residence 
in Summers County he was an active Republican politician, and 
had much to do with the policies and management of that party. 
Ii was through his efforts that a citv charter for the city of Hinton 

o ^ 

was passed by the Legislature in 18 r C, consolidating the two towns 
of Hinton and Upper Hinton under one administration. He pre¬ 
pared in his own handwriting that legislative act. That consolida¬ 
tion not proving satisfactory, he prepared a bill and aided in se¬ 
curing its passage, known as the "Divorce Bill," by which the two 
towns were separated and again became two separate municipalities. 
His practice of law extended to the adjoining counties and in the 
Supreme Court of Appeals. 

He is a gentleman of intelligence and of enterprise, and his en¬ 
ergies are usually for the imerc-t of his communitv at large, 
is now exercising all of his influence towards securing the construe- 


! T 
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tion of a new couri house and tire-proof clerk's offices and modern 

jail for his adopted county of Wyoming. 

There are few of the Swope, descendants now residing within 

our territory. Jacob H. Hoover, the tinner of Avis, married his 

daughter, and they reside in that town. Another daughter, Mrs. 

Faber, and her husband live in the same town. Another daughter, 

Mrs. Dickinson, and her husband reside at Talcott. Thev are all 

* 

intelligent, law-abiding people. 

There are a few things of which the Swope ancestors may justly 
feel proud. They are descendants of the original pioneers who i'irst 


settled in this count}. From 1678 to 1907 there is no record of any 
of the Swopc^generation who was ever in prison except as prisoners 
of war. Not one has ever been tried or convicted of a felon} In all 
the long line. Not one, so far as 1 have ever known or heard of, 
has signed his name* with a mark, and no hungrv person has ever 
gone unfed trom their doors. 

o 

The old house built bv the original settler on Wolf ( reek still 


•tai u 


slants, weit preserved. The site on which the hollow pof 
stood in which Joseph Swope hid from the Indians is "till marked 
and preserved. A large tombstone stands in the Broad Run church¬ 
yard with the following inscription: “Joseph Swope departed this 
life March 2, 1S1A in his sixty-eighth year. He was one of the 
first settlers of this countrv. after having been nine rears a prisoner 

• O - 1 

with the Shawnee Indians." 


BARGER. 


1625101 


There were two pioneers within the territory of Summers 
County b\ the name of Barger who were descendants of the ancient 
pioneers of the Middle- Xew River settlements, and no doubt de¬ 


scendants of tlie builders of Barker's Fort. 


W illiam H. Barger 


married a daughter of Isaac Carden, and purchased from his heirs 
the old Carden plantation, including the Barger Spring". He owned 
another plantation in Forest Hill, which now belong" to John P. 
McXeer. who married his voungest daughter. W illiam A. Barger. 


C _ 


his son, the merchant of Hinton, was a railway conductor.^but aban¬ 
doned that occupation several years ago, and has been a successful 
merchant in Hinton, having married MBs Mass, a daughter of 

1 O 

Philip Mass, of Forest Hill and sister of Squire Car}' Mass, the 
merchant and justice of that district. He was elected in H06 a 
member of the Countv Court of Summers Count w which nosition 

^ • I 

he now intelligently fills. Another son, \V. G. Barger, some four 
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year.-- ago removed irorn the old Barger Springs property to Bell. 

settler, }. II. Barger. 


California. 


The other brother and earh 


owned-what is known as the Taylor farm, in Forest Hill District, 
where lie died about ;he time of the war. He was an enterprising 


citizen and engaged in tobacco manufacturing and raising. The 

C O o O 

firm of I. G. Voting & Co. wis composed of I. G. Voting, one of ilw 
first settlers of Hinton, and \V. A. Barger, and did a general mer¬ 
cantile business in Hinton for manv \ ears. Mr. Voting died in IMG. 

• r • O 

His wife was also a daughter of Philip Yass, who was a descendant 
of the pioneers of that name in the Middle Xew Ri\ cr settlements, 
and who built the Mass (Manx) Fort. Another of his daughters 
mairied C. C. Cook. who. with his brother, Hon. M. J. Cook, were 
pioneer settlers in Hinton, and engaged in the butcher business 


about 1880, acquiring large property interests in the town. He died 
in 1 ( X)7. D. J. Mass, another son, was a railway engineer, and 
died a few years ago in Hinton. 


BRAY. 

Dr. Thomas Brav was born in Durham. England, November 26, 

- 

_ m 

1826. He died at Talcott December 26, 1875.' He emigrated to 
America autr his preparation for the practice of the medical pro¬ 
fession. He was a physician of great accomplishments and an ex¬ 
ceedingly thorough and accomplished engineer. He made a com¬ 
plete map of the great West Survey of land in Pipestem Di>trict 
and Mercer County, it is an invaluable piece of engineering and 
of priceless value to tlm owners of that property, and could never 
be purchased. The original is one of the most beautiful pieces of 
art of that character that can be found in anv countrv. Dr. Brav 
married 2.1 iss Martha Brown, of Mercer County and lived in that 
county until the building of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, wheii 
he located at Talcott. dving soon after. His wife was a sister of 

- o 

Mrs. John M. Carden. His. son, Captain Ed-Bray; w as a conductor 
on the C. & Q. Railway, and a few years ago was overcome and. 
suffocated in the Lewis Tunnel in the Allegheny Mountains w r hile 
performing his duties as trainman. An accident occurring, the 
caboose stopped in that tunnel, and he died therein from the poi¬ 
sonous fumes collected. HE sou, A. B. C. Bray, spent his early 

boyhood davs at Talcott, and was for manv vear^ a valued railwav 
• • • • 

employee, being station agent at Roneeverte, and is now the cash¬ 
ier of the Roneeverte National Bank and a business man noted for 
his courtesv and abilitv. One of the daughters of Dr. Bray married 
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Captain Frank Cox, of Hinton, now one of the most competent of 
railway train dLpatcheis. Dr. Thomas Bray is buried in the old 
Barger cemetery at Barger’s Springs. His widow still lives with 
her children. Captain Ed Bray married a daughter of William H. 
Barger, who now lives in California. 


PACK. 

The ancestor of Samuel Back was a hunter and trapper with. 
Swope and Pitman, and tire first heard of him he was at the mouth 
of Indian, and discovering Indian signs, he went to the settlements 
to inform the settlers, and reached there too late, but it led to and 
resulted in the fight.of Captain Paul with the Indians at the island 
at the mouth of Indian ( which was then known as Turkey Creek). 
This was in 1763. We are unable to learn the name of this hunter. 


Samuel, the settler, was horn in 


Augusta Countv ii 


1 ~i'C\ 

X i *' J « CV 11 ' i 


members ot this tarnilv were found along Xew River in i/tH be- 
tween the mouth of Indian and the month of Greenbrier. 

We insert something of this family’s history from Judge John¬ 
ston’s “Xew River Settlements,” and from information given us 
bv Mrs. Ellen Shanklin, who was a daughter of Richard \Fc\eei 

- o 

and the wife of [olm Pack Shanklin. now residing near Hamilton. 


Ohio, and whose mother was the wife of Dr. Richard Shanklin, 
and a Pack and from other sources. 

The Packs in America first consisted of several brothers, who 
came across the wa earlv in the founding of tht colonv of Virginia, 


am 


but the hardships were such that they returned to England, 
later three of them returned. Two of them went to the South and 
the other came to Virginia. This one settled in Augusta Countv, 
and had two sons, one of whom was named Samuel, born in Au¬ 
gusta in 1760. He had seven sons. Tohn, Mathew. Samuel. Bartlev. 
Loe, William and Anderson ; the daughters were Betsev, who mar- 

t ■ 

ried Tackson Dickinson; Pollv, who married loe Eivelv, and Jennie, 
who married Jonah Morris. 

John and Bartley settled at Pack’s Ferry, in what is now Sum¬ 
mers Countv. Samuel settled on Glade Creek, now Raleigh; Loe 
h v ed on Brush Creek, now Monroe County; William went WeM ; 
F* >Hy and Betsey lived in A Ion roe, ami Jennie in Missouri. 

Tohn, who lived at Pack’s (Handcraft's and now Tlavnes’) Ferrv. 

m 

had a great many troubles with the Indians, and plowed in the field 
v. Eh h;s gnn strapped ot er his >houlder. General, and afterwards 


President. Haves’ wife was a Pack, and when John Pack, a son of 
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Anderson rack, was captured and taken to General Hayes' camp, 

lie recognized him and the fantilr connection, and gave him the 

— • 

freedom of the camp at Raleigh Court House. President Haves’ 
wife’s mother was Jennie Pack, who married Jonah Morris, and 
their daughter married General Haves, the Federal soldier and 


President of the United States. 

The Packs are English. Alderman Pack, an ancestor, was a 
member of the Long - Parliament, and while a member of Parliament 
moved the Parliament to make Oliver Cromwell Protector. One 
of the Pack ancestors was a general in the Kurdish Armv and 

* o 

fought under Lord M ellington in the Peninsular Wars in Spain 
and Portugal and against the Emperor Xapoleon at Waterloo, and 
his name will be found in a history of that wonderful battle. Sam¬ 
uel Pack, the grandfather of Anderson, was English, and wore the 
English custom-made trousers—knee breeches and frock coat, and 
his hair with a queue. 


!'he Tohn Pack referred to married Jane Hutchinson. 


of - 11 

' J l U I 1 |J1 VI 


Monroe family. Hi- children were Samuel, who married Harriet 

French: Rebecca, who married Robert Dunlap: Archibald, who 

married Patsv Peck: Pollv. who married Dr. Richard Shanklm: 

* * 

Rufus, who married Catharine Peters, a sister of Mrs. L. A1. AL 

dersou and Mrs. Columbus Wran Withrow ; and Julia, who married 

Elliott Vawter. |ohn Pack \va- a lawyer. and practiced and lived 

% ^ 1 

in Giles Countv; Samuel Pack, who married Harriet French, had 


four sons and one daughter. The sons were 



ain Tohn A., who 


married Mary Gooch : Allen C.. who married Susan Lugar: Samuel, 

who married Sarah Douthat, and Charles D., and the daughter, 

Minerva, married Dr. 1. W. Easlcv. 

* 

The children of Anderson Pack were Conrad B. Pack ('Coon). 

% 

who emigrated to Kansas: Samuel B., who also went to Kansas: 
Tohn A., who is living' in McCloud Countv, Oklahoma; Allen C., in 
Kansas: Loe L., who died at Ansted; Charles IT., now living near 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, having entered that territory at its 
opening: he married Louisa S. Skaggs, a daughter of James A. 
Skaggs, of Lindsidc. Monroe County. The daughters of Anderson 
were Virginia, wife of Dr. John G. Manser: Clara, who married 
E. B. Meador, his hmt wife, and Kate, who married Captain Bob 


aunders. of Raleigh. The 




Packs were Confederate soldiers. 


\mong tlie first settlers of the Xew Riv er Valiev in this section 

r ^ r 

was Samuel Pack. The people of this name thirty years ago were 
minu-rr>U" in this county. The Packs were among the most thrifty 
of the first settlers in all this region west of the Alleghenies, but 
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REBECCA PACK. 
Widow of Anderson Pack. 
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in recent years, since the Civil War, the majority of the name have 

dvancement of civilization, into the great 
Middle West. There still remains, however, some families of the 
name in Summers. Favette and Raleigh Counties, and descendants, 
relations and connections by marriage are still numerous in num¬ 
bers in the surrounding region, though the name of Pack is not. 

r> r> ** 

The Packs at one time owned a large part of the most fertile lands 
along Xew River, including from the month of Greenbrier to War 
Ford, on the eastern side of the river, and some of the bottoms on 
the western side, including the lands around the mouth of Blue- 
stone River. Samuel Pack, the original ancestor of the generations 

o 

% 

of this region, married a daughter of Captain Mat Parley, a famous 
Indian scout and brother of Drewry Farley, from whom the pres¬ 
ent generation of Far levs in this countv descended. The other child 

o - ^ 

of Captain Mat Farley emigrated while a young man to Indiana. 
Captain Mat Fai ley at one time lived on Gat lift Bottom, now 

Samuel Pack 

ettled 

in Fayette County, in the Ansted country: Augustus, in Raleigh 
County: Anderson, at the mouth of Bluestone River, owning the 
GatliFt Bottom, and where Lark M. Meador’s widow now resides, 
and on the Tonathan L. and ]ohn W. Barker lands, fohn Pack lived 
on the Rufus Pack place, opposite the mouth of Bluestone River, 
and owned the land from the mouth of Bluestone to the mouth of 
Greenbrier. The children of John Pack were William, who owned 
the lands at the mouth of Greenbrier River, now owned bv C. L. 

— t 

and A. E. Miller: Sarah Ballangee, the wife of Lafavette Ballangee. 
the Sam Pack and lames W. Pack places. Rufus Pack lived for 
rnanv vears on the east side of Xew River, immediatelv below the 
mouth of Bluestone; Archie settled on Xew River, where the de¬ 
scendants ot A. L. Harvev now live, above the mouth of Indian; 

* 

Sam, who married Harriet French, lived in Giles Couritv. Virginia. 

The children of John Pack were William, Rufus, the preacher. 

Archie, Sam and Polly, who married Dr. Richard B. Shanklin, of 

Monroe Countv. father of Tohn Pack Shanklin, who married Miss 

▼ » 

Ellen McNeer. and now lives near Cincinnati. Ohio. He was a 
brave Confederate soldier, who fought throughout the Civil War. 
and now holds a pardon, granted to him by President Andrew 
Johnson, for offenses committed bv reason of his being a so-called 
“rebel” soldier. The minister, Rufus Pack, moved with his fam- 
ilv to Kansas about 1SSO. It was his son. Tohn H. Pack', who was 
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ihe first county superintendent of schools of Summers County and 
the first merchant in Ifpper Hinton. It was over his storehouse 
the courts were held for the countv for some time, until that 


building was washed awav in the flood of 1878. 


Rufus Pack 


1 i a d 


one other son. Archie, and several daughters, among them being 

O > 4 ^ O 

Alis- lemma and Miss Clara, who married L. B. Meadows; txhe 
other daughters and Archie removed to Kansas with their father. 
Rufus. Archie lived to be a verv old man. and died near Red 




uiphur Springs. Ilis daughter. Alalimlv. married A. L. Harvey, 
and his son, lames emigrated W est. Anderson Pack was a iarce 


(. 


land and -lave owner; he married Rebecca Peters, a daughter of 


V. 


Christian Peters, who married Clara Snidow. Rebecca Pack was 
I) 1 >rn Februarv 14. 1811. near Pcter-town, Monroe Countv, Vir- 

• m 

She married Anderson Pack Mav 5. and lived at the 

\ 

mouth of Milestone River until the death of her husband, after 
which time she lived with her daughter. Virginia Manser, and 


Pima. 


me*veil to the month 


ti^ r. 


r\t t r 

. . % i 1 C V i 4 V, V 


u Dii v. i i \ i \ i 


• ^ 

di 


lo7J; thence to 


1or W ami then io Burden. Kansas, where Hie still resides 


x 111 H-/*i n I 1 oerr 


with her grandson, DP W illiam Henry Manser. 


She 


is a verv 


remarkable lad\, being now ninety-seven years old. retaining fully 
her physical and mental faculties. She remembers, after her mar¬ 
riage. her father-in-law. Samuel Pack. Charles Catliff and William 
Wilev. who had all been Indian -nies and scouts, meeting at her 

m • O 

home and talking over their experiences in Indian warfare. She 


remembers that there wa** a fort on the Catliff or Calloway 


Ba 


rker 


farm. At one time tlie settlers were driven from this fort bv the 

•• 

Indians, the fort burned, and all their property destroyed. It is on 
this bottom that in recent years the prehistoric graveyard was 
washed up from beneath the surface of the earth. After the In¬ 
dians destroyed this fori, they went up New River to Indian Creek 
to the mud fort on Rich (frock. She also remembers the tort on 
Crump’s Bottom. A number of the slaves of Anderson Pack and 
the descendants of others still live on New River, and in Hinton. 
Among them is William Pack (colored). Tandy’s children, and 

O * 

Allen. There was another son of Samuel Pack named Bartley. 
Samuel Pack owned all the land from the mouth of Greenbrier to 
GatlifT Bottom. Bartley inherited the handcraft and Dunn places, 
which descended to his children. Miss | Dunn, who married John 
H. Dunn. Airs. Isaac Young. Mrs. F.mily handcraft. Airs. J. Ah 
McLaughlin, and Josephus Pack, who was the first clerk of Sum¬ 
mers County Court, were all children of Bartlev Pack. 





















HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY. WEST VIRGINIA. 


451 


♦ m r,n t 1 ^ 

t » » V, Aik W u u « 


*- /% *V * • Vv ♦*« A** 


-f / 

C'l » i i V i . 1/ i I v i 


Conrad Pack, a son of James \\\ Pack, of the month of Leather- 
wood, a relative namesake of Coon Pack heretofore referred to, is 
another prominent member of the Pack family in this region, lie 
is now. and has been for several years, general manager of the 
Buckeye Coal & Coke Company at Brain well. West Virginia, and 
has represented Mercer County in the Legislature, l ie has amassed 
a considerable fortune in coal lands speculation and in the manu¬ 
facture of coal and coke. He is an enterprising gentleman, and was 
for a- number of years located at Athens as a partner in the mer¬ 
cantile business with Hon. Rufus G. Meador. He, li-ke his relative. 
James P. Pack, has departed from the faith of his fathers, and is 
now a follower of President Roosevelt. 

The Captain Mat Parley referred to above was also a scout 

under General George \\ ashington in the Continental Armv of 

the Revolution. The onlv families of the Packs remaining in Sum- 

» % - 

mers County are James W. and Samuel Pack, who live just above 

I Uni*- . ' » ^ t ('♦*.- «>■« O ft-1 A/1 i 1 *- 1 /'i T? J - V 

i 1JS.1I mtu l ibu V, lull ibu i-V. 1 UA, 

Laiavette Baiiangec and E. B. Meadows (first wire). They were 
children of William Pack, who owned the land at the mouth of 
Greenbrier, as was also Richard, who died mam* vears ago. leaving 
two sons, Evan IT and Erastus, w ho inherited the < ireenbrier Ferry 
pmperty. There were two Pack ferries across Xew River, one at 
the lower end of the Rufus Pack place near the mouth of Eeatlw-r- 
w’ood, where the State road crossed Xew River, ami the other above 
the mouth of Bluestone, on the Landcraft place, over which the 
famous suit of (Tommy Tight) Meadows vs. Joseph X. Haines was 
fought through the court. 

There were three brothers living in the Jumping Branch Dis¬ 
trict some thirtv years ago—James ?\L, Samuel and Preston. Some 
of their descendants still live in that region, but I do not know 

4 ? 

from what branch of the Pack family they are derived. 

Tames P. Pack, a representative of the Pack family now residing 
in the county, is a son of the first clerk of the county. Josephus B. 
Pack, and a grandson of Bartlett Pack. He is now about forty- 
seven years of age. and is a gentleman of varied accomplishments, 
intelligent and patriotic towards Hinton, the town in which he 
has made his home the greater portion of his life. He was at one 
tin ;e a guard at the West Virginia penitentiary: later, under 
< IcvelandV first administration, a post office inspector for the na¬ 
tional government: later, he studied law. passed the examinations 
with honor, and entered into practice in Summers County in cn- 
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partnership with Col. James \V. Davis, under the tirm name of 
Da.vis & Pack. Later, he formed a co-partnet>hip with lion. Wil- 
liam R. Thompson, ami practiced the profession for a number of 
years under the firm name of Thompson & Pack. Tiring of the 
law. he later retired from the active practice, and became a travel¬ 
ing salesman, in which occupation he continues, and ha> made a 
success, having accumulated a competence. He is a bachelor. As 


a lawver he \\ a 


uccessful. becoming an aide, conscientious and 


reliable counsellor, especially in chancery practice. The other chil¬ 
dren of Josephus Pack were Puke and John B. The former was a 
railwav conductor, and was acoidentallv killed. Tohn P>. is engaged 




in the manufacture of lumber in Raleigh Countv. There was one 
daughter. Miss Kmma. The widow of J. B .Pack was a Miss Kate 
Dunn, and. after the death of Mr. Pack, married Mr. Erastus H. 
Peck. She and her husband still reside in Hinton, Mr. Peck having 
been county clerk for twenty-four years, and was the second agent 

C\\ it i 

- * 


AIWA 14 A. 


n1 t ^ucceeilcdt John IT. Gunther, the 


^ C4. i l < I ^ VV . , l i <1 V All 


iii> l anti oniy outer agent for that corporation in Hinton. There 
is a settlement of Packs in South Carolina and a town called Pack- 
ville. and numerous Packs in that region who are descendants, no 

t * 

doubt, of the Pack emigrant who went South. All the Pack> in 
all America are descendants of this English stock, as above de- 
scribed, beyond a question. 

Matthew Pack had a son John, who settled in Raleigh County. 
He left surviving him his sons, Samuel. James M., W illiam and 
John, who lived, and died in Tumping Branch District, this county. 
Tohn was killed during the war. being shot in the leg, from which 

♦ 1~ o 

he died. Tt was claimed to have been accidental. William’s chil¬ 
dren were Tohn. Tames M. and Lewis A. Lew is A. is now a resi- 
dent of Jumping Branch, and was the Democratic nominee for 
justice of the peace in 1904, but was defeated by factional differ¬ 


ence 


. ITe has held the position of president of the Board of Edu¬ 
cation, and is an intelligent gentleman. Preston left one son. Alex¬ 
ander. who is a telegraph operator at Montgomery. James M. 
was a justice of the peace and a constable, holding each portion 


for four vear 


j 


Branch. Samuel was the 


owner of tlu old Little Bluestone ATil 1 and was a man noted for 
his honestv in that communitv. fames M. left surviving him the 


T T 

lie 


following sons; Tohn A., Chris.. William. Lee and Grover, 
married a Cook his second wife, his first wife having been a 

\ J* 

Mi>s Goorlan. 
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The r 


ALLEN HOUCHINS. 

e is another family of Houchins who resided at Indian 
Mills. Alien Houchins. the ancestor, lived at that 'pbice for many 
years, and was an honorable carpenter and millwright. LI is two 
sons, John and Henrv. were both millwrights and millers, who, with 

• * o 

George W . Leftridge and Louis Witt, erected the lower mill and 
were the owners at one time. Henrv married a daughter of Rev. 


Henry Dillon, removed to Greenville, in Monroe County, where 
he died in 1905. Another son. John, now liv es at Barger Springs. 
Lewis, another <on. is a railwav mail clerk on the N. A W. 


MANSER. 

f 

t 

John Garfield Manser was born at Monterey, Mass., May 21, 
1832, and came to Virginia in his youth, first to Culpepper Court 
House, later, to GauFw Bridge, where he had an uncle in business 
with Janie* PL Miller. He graduated from the medical college at 
Cincinnati in 1851. He was twice married, his first wife being 
Araminta Dickinson, of Fayette County: his second wife was Vir¬ 
ginia Pack, of the mouth of Bluestone, then Mercer Countv, and 
daughter <»: Anderson and Rebecca Pack. John G. Manser belonged 
to the Fit y-first Virginia Infantry as a surgeon in the Confederate 
Army. After the end of the war he practiced medicine in Raleigh 
and Summer* Counties, first on the Flat Top Mountain, where he 
owned a large tract of land now known as the McAlexander place: 
from thence he came to Summers Countv in 1872, living at the 
mouth of Greenbrier and Hinton, practicing his profession until 
1884, when he removed to Burden, Kansas, where he died Septem¬ 
ber 17, 18-8/S. He was an active, intelligent, strong man intellec¬ 
tually. took an active part in shaping the destinies of the new* 
countv of Summers: for twelve vears was a member of the countv 

m * » 

court and justice of the peace, and took an interesting part in the 
educational affairs. For several vears he and Dr. Benjamin P. 

* V 

Gooch practiced medicine under the firm name of Manser & Gooch. 
He resided in and owned what w r as known as the Frank Dennis 
property, at the Tapper Hinton Ferry in Avis. He has tw'o sons 
residing in Burden. Kansas. Dr. William Henrv Manser, a prac¬ 
ticing phvsician (he was at one time sergeant of PTinfon and taught 
school thereV and John Manser, a dentist, and three daughters, the 
oldest, Miss A. G.. who married George H. Prince, a son of the late 
Edwin Prince, of Beckley. and Misses Mary and Virginia. 


Ox 
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McNEER. 


McNeer is a Scotch name, the original being spelled “’McNair.” 
1 he original settler in Monroe Countv was lames McNair, who 


came from near Washington. D. C.. in Virginia. He married a 

- o 

Miss Busby; Ins children were Andrew, Valentine, Richard, Keyser 
and Giles, Katie, who married C. Harper Walker, Margaret, who 

m 

married Barteft Powell, and another daughter, who married a 
Smith. All of these children removed to Indiana while young, 
except Richard, who married Elizabeth Maddy, a sister of John and 
Charles Maddy, of Greenville. Richard married in 1810. and set¬ 
tled on Hand’s Creek at the Sulphur Springs, where William Miller 
now lives. 11 is children were Anderson, Richard, Tames. Augustus, 
Caperton, William B., Polly and Sarah Barbara. Polly married 
William Ryan and Sarah Barbara married William Erskine Miller, 
of Summers County; William B. settled on Lick Creek, having 

Miller, both of whom died about 1808 on the 


inaiaied Me 


tt* e t 


William H. Ford land. Thev left surviving John C. McNecr, who 
lived in Summers County until recently, when he removed to Oak- 
hill, in Fayette County; William X. McNeer now lives in Charles¬ 
ton. The McNeers were originally from Paisley, Scotland. The 


y 9 


name is now spelled “McNeer.” lion. A. S. Johnson, editor of 
the “Monroe Watchman,” married a daughter of James W. Mc¬ 
Neer, a son of Major Anderson McNeer. a son of Richard. Richard 
McNeer, a son of lames, resides in Forest Hill. His son, Tohn P.. 
is the; justice of the peace and president of the Board of Education. 
Richard (Dick') was a brave soldier in the Confederate Armv. Miss 
Sarah li-ves at the month .of Greenbrier. Another daughter of 
Tames. Marv married Major G. W. Goddard, and lives on Lick 
Creek. 


McCulloch. 


Samuel G. McCulloch settled in Hinton on the 6th day of May, 
1886. He is a native of Montgomery Cotintv, Virginia,* born 
February 10. 1864. and on the 28th day of March,'1893, he married 


Mrs. M. E. McCorkle. a daughter of Mrs. Marv McCorkle, who 
was a daughter of Charles Clark, the senior, and grand-daughter of 
James Thompson. John R. McCulloch, Benjamin McCulloch, 


Matthew McCulloeh and Frank McCulloch, all brothers of Samuel 
G.. settled carP. - in Hinton. John R., at that time, was a locomo¬ 


tive engineer, 


and became a citizen 


m 


1877. 


\11 the brothers 
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located in Bluefield when that town began building, and arc now 

•. V» 

bankers, merchants and leading business men of that citv. Samuel 

G. McCulloch-engaged in the men antile business for a number of 

years, was elected town sergeant of greater Iiinton under the 

charter of . 18W, and has filled the office of constable of Greenbrier 

District for eight year*?, being first elected in November, 1892. His 

mother was Elizabeth Bowers, daughter of Jacob Bowers, who 

. * • 

was for mane vears the sheriff of Montgomery Countv, and re- 

r • • •• 

moved to Texas overland during the gold davs of 1S49 ; Mr. 

O <7 .» 

McCulloch now occupies the office of constable and also that of 
city sergeant. He is an active Democrat in politics and takes an 
interest in the success of his party nominees. 


THE FRENCHES. 


This is one of the oldest families of the Southwest Virginia 
country trorn which have descended a number of distinguished 
men, both in civil and military affairs. 

The ancestors were from Scotland originally; thence removing 
to Wales, and removing to America many years prior to the great 
American R e v o 1 u t i o n. 

They first settled in the northern neck of Virginia in Westmore- 

J o 

land County, and within the Fairfax grant. John French married 
in Westmoreland County, Virginia, in 1735. Matthew was born in 


1/3/ 


from this union. 


The Frenches came west of the Blue Ridge in 1775. among them 

o o 

John, and settled in the south branch of Potomac Valley, and 
French Neck is still known on the river, a beautiful and valuable 
bodv of land. John lived but a short time after this location, and 
his widow married Captain Cresap. This was in the present ter¬ 
ritory of Hampshire County. The sons of John were Matthew. 

•• A- * ^ 

above referred to, who. after his death, fell out with Captain Cresap, 
sold out, and went to Culpepper and married an Irish girl, So.llie 
Payne; William, James and a daughter, who married John Locke. 

In 1775, Matthew,-his wife and seven children crossed the Alle¬ 
ghenies into the New River Valley, and settled on Wolf Creek in 
what is now' Giles Conntv, Virginia, then Fincastle. The sons of 
Alatthetv were John, Isaac. Tames and David. John married Obe- 
dience Clav in 1787: Isaac married Elizabeth Stowers for his first 




wore, and for hP second, a Mrs. Fillinger; James married Sus in 
Hughes; a half sister of William Wilburn. FI is second wife was 


Margaret Day. David married Mary Dingess; Martha 


married 
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Jacob Straley; Mary married Isaac Hatfield, and Annie married 
Elisha McComas. 

The name> of the children of John French by Obedience Clay 
french were William, Ezekiel, Charles C., James, George P.. John, 
St. klair, Hugh, Austin, Annie. Sallie, Orrie. Obedience, Xancy 

and Rebecca. 

Isaac French had the following - children: Isaac, Sallie and 
Docey. 

The children of James French by his first marriage were Isaac, 
Reuben and Andrew; Sallie. who married William- 


Mar\, who married Daniel Straley; Elizabeth, who married James 
Rowland; Isaac married Sallie Straley; Reuben married a Miss 
Meadows, and Andrew married Miss Day. and by the second mar¬ 
riage James had two daughters, Esther Locke, who married Kinzie 
Rowland, and Martha, who married William Miller. 

The names of the children of David French and his wife, 
Man bincr^c French, were Guv D., who married Armiiita Chau- 

m V-J ' v X 

man; Xapoleon P>., who married Jane Armstrong; Dr. David M., 
who married Miss Smoot: Rufus A., William II. and James H. 
The daughters were CvnthL. who married fudge David McComas: 

4 A 9 9 • ’ 

Flarriet. who married Samuel Pack; Minerva, who married Colonel 
Thomas [. Bovd. 

Matthew' French, the founder of the French generation in this 
region, died on W’o’i Greek in Giles Countv in 1814. He and his 
eldest son, lohn, were soldiers in the Revolution under Colonel 

9 

William Preston. Their major was Joseph Cloyd and Thomas 
Shannon, captain. He fought at Guilford C. IT., W etzel’s Mill, in 
1781. and in other fights. 

The names of the children of Guv D. French were Henlv C., 

% • 

who married Harriet Faslv; Marv. who married William P>. Mason; 

99 • 

Fannie, who married J. II. D. Smoot; Sarah, who married Dr. \V. 
W. McComas (killed in the battle of South Mills), and then mar¬ 
ried Captain F. G. Thrasher; Susan, wdio married Dr. R. T. Elliot. 

Captain David A. French first married a Williams, and on her 
death, Jennie C. Early; W. A. married Sarah E. Johnson; Charles 
D. married Annie C. Johnston ; William A. died in 1902. 

This family has not been numerous in this county. Xapoleon 
P*. French, who died a few vears ago at Princeton, was elected to 

9 V 1 

the Legislature and the secession convention from Mercer County, 
while it included a part of our territory. He was at one time the 

t — 

Greenback nominee for'governor. His daughter. Miss Eliza, now 
a missionary in Chinn once taught school in Hinton. His son, Ed 
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French, was an attorney at Princeton, an able lawyer and a cour¬ 
teous gentleman. Captain John A. Douglas, who for some time 
in the ’80’s resided in Hinton and practiced law, married another 
daughter. David, another son, resided at Concord Church, cele¬ 
brated for the “big yarns’' he could tell. One of his origin he fre¬ 
quently told was "That a cold, snowy day in January, while every¬ 
thing was frozen up, he was cutting and splitting rails. He cut 
and split open a solid and sound oak tree, and found therein a dry 
land frog. 'Berne in the solid tree, it was as flat as a case knife. 


He laid it out on the snow, and after a while it began to inflate 
itself, until it appeared as a full-grown dry land frog, and jumped 
off on the top of the snow crusts." This is a sample of the yarns 
he dispensed to the early students of the normal school in his town, 
of which the writer was one. His son, John Douglas French, 


studied law; another son. James, became a prominent minister in 
the M. E. Church South, His daughter. Miss Minnie, who married 


a Mr. 




■X • /N 

ill V 


Idz. was the first ladv to graduate at the C 

V - 


/** «* ”\ -«> • * - - i 

uiiuvn a niai 


School. Miss Bessit. another daughter, is a teacher, and another 
daughter of David French is an author of note and popularity. 

Captain James H. French was the first principal of the Concord 
Normal School, being a verv learned man, noted for his learning 

O » 7 o 

arid cccentricities, as well as his high sense of honor. lie was a law'- 
ver by profession, but abandoned the profession and took up teach¬ 
ing. He remained principal of the school until his death—some 
twenty years—and his remains are buried in the school grounds, 
where a handsome monument has been erected to mark his resting- 

o 

place by the students whom he had taught. 

lie was a brother of Colonel Napoleon B. French and \V. H. 
French, who was a bachelor, and who owned a great plantation 
between Athens and Concord. • ♦ 

William French owned a farm on Lick Creek, where he died 
several years ago. He married the widow' of Henry Gore, who 
w’as Adeline Keatley. He operated one of the first saloons in Hin¬ 


ton. 


\Vm. A. French owned and lived on the Overton Caperton place 

on Lick Creek. Thev came to the countv from Giles Countv, Vir- 

~ 

ginia. 

The Frenches are scattered throughout the South and West. 
Among then; are inanv brilliant men and women. The men have 

O y 

been justices, sheriffs, lawyers, clerks, judges, statesmen and sol¬ 
diers. 

William McComas, a descendant of Matthew' French, was a 
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member of Congress from 1833 to 1837, David McComas an emi- 

o 7 

nent jurist, ami Dr. \V. \Y. McComas a distinguished physician 
and gallant Confederate soldier. Colonel James Milton French, a 
celebrated lawyer, was a brave and gallant Confederate soldier, now 

of Arizona, and practiced law in our courts. He was a candidate 

• • 

foi the Democratic nomination for Congress in our district in 1SS8. 
He married Miss Lucv Gooch, a sister of our citizen, the late Dr. 
Benj. P. Gooch. William Wirt French, now practicing law at 
Princeton, is his son. J. A. French, a prominent lawyer of Key¬ 
stone, West Virginia, is of the same family. 

(See Johnston’s History of the Xew River Settlements.) 

Matthew and John French were soldiers in the American Revo- 

« " 

lution, and served in Colonel Wm. Preston’s Battalion of Mont¬ 
gomery Valley.. 


VJ 


HU iVi A I D 


Tollison Shumate was one of the earliest settlers in this region 
of the Xew River Valley. At the formation of Monroe County, in 
1799. we find his name among those named in the military estab- 
lishment of the county as a lieutenant, along with David Graham, 
George Swope and William Maddy. each of w hom have direct de¬ 
scendants in thK countv at this dav. Mat. Farlev, Wm. Graham. 

+ W 

Samuel Clark, Robert Xickeil, as captains, who a Do have descend¬ 
ants in the countv as well, la-mes Gwinn, Tames Bvrnside, fames 
Miller, Alexander Dunlap. John Harvey and others, named as en¬ 
signs. These settlers, along with manv others, came into the re- 

gion directly attei the Revolutionarv War. about 1780 to 1785. 

o • - 

Tollison Shumate came from Fauquier County. Virginia. 

The Shumates are direct -descendants of this Tollisoy. The di¬ 
rect descendants who inhabited the county were Anderson and 
Wilson. The latter lived and died at an old age on Crumo's Bot- 
tom. Anderson lived at one time on the Mercer Salt Works prop¬ 
erty of about 1 000 acres, which he owned at the date of his death 
in recent years. He was a very wealthy and prosperous man. The 
sons of Wilson Shumate still living in the regions of New River, 
in the countv, are Tollison and S. T. Shumate. Anderson Shu¬ 
mate was the father of Hon. B. P. Shumate. Rufus FT. Shumate 
owned the lower half of Crump’s Bottom at his death, and the 


same is still owned bv his descendants, one of whom is war! Mm- 


mate, now reGding thereon. Dr. Shumate, a prominent physician 
of Giles County, Virginia, Milton H. and Colonel Henderson Shu¬ 
mate, who owns and lives on the French farm, between Athens and 
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Princeton, in Meicer County. Milton H. is president of the Bank 
of Athens, and has represented Mercer Countv in the legislature 

7 i m O 

for two terms. 

The Shumates are a thrifty and prosperous race, Anderson Shu¬ 
mate being a man of great wealth, as well as all of his sons being 

o o o 

men of large property. R. W. Clark, the justice of Pipestem, mar¬ 
ried a daughter of Wilson, who was also a man of property. B. P. 
Shumate. Jr., a son of Hon. P». P. Shumate, resides at, and is the 
present postmaster at True, and is a prominent merchant and 
thrifty citizen. Harrison Shumate, one of the oldest citizens of the 
county, died a lev; years ago in the upper end of Forest Hill Dis¬ 
trict. and was a > uucwhat noted character in his time. 

1. T. Shumate, who married a Ferrii about WOO, purchased the 
lower part of the Culbertson (or Crump’s) Bottom farm formerly 
owned 1>\ W. C. Crockett, for which he paid $14,000. It is on this 
land the Pennsylvania gentleman, about the year 1890, drilled for 
oil 3,000 feet, and found a great r upp!v of gas. His. 
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Frank succeeded to tnis farm. The former married Miss josepmne 
Coe Peck, a daughter of ex-Countv Clerk Peck, and died some 

7 O •* 

five vears ago. Carl and the son of Frank, an infant of tender years, 

still own the place’, which is farmed by the former. 

The Shumate family is of French descent. Daniel Shumate was 

•» 

one of the pioneers i»f Giles County, where he located soon after the 
Revolution. His sons’ name?, were Tollison, Harden. Silas, John and 
Daniel. Tollison first married a Lilly, and then a Green. Ide had 
five sons—Thompson, Wilson. Anderson. Harrison and Parkinson. 
Anderson. Wilson and Parkinson were the direct progenitor* of 

L 

the present Shumate family in this county. Harden married Eliza¬ 
beth Teach. Hi? soils' names were Edmund. Washington. Lend- 

I 

lev. Daniel. William and Harden. Daniel married a Washington, 

and went to Missouri in 1853. Edmund and Kendlev both reared 

* 

families in Giles County. John Shumate went to Ohio in 1825. 
Daniel married an Ellison, and settled on Coal River. He has a 
number of descendants* in Raleigh. Kendlev Shumate, one of fhe 
vounger generation, is a learned lawyer in Mingo Countv at this 
date. 


/ 


BALLARD PRESTON SHUMATE. 

Hon. B. P. Shumate was born near ParLburg, in Giles County, 
Virginia, on December 10. 1842. and i> the son of the late Anderson 
Shumate. At the age of seven vears his father Lxated near Mer- 
cer Salt Works, on territory then in Mercer, but which now forms 
a part of Summers County. There Mr. Shumate resided up to the 
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year 1858. when his father removed to near Glen Lyn. Giles Coun¬ 
ty. Virginia, where Mr. Shumate worked as a farm laborer until 
the breaking out of the Civil War in 1861, at which time he enlisted 
in the Confederate Armv in the company of Captain Watts, and 
;\us assigned to the famous 22d Virginia Infantry Brigade. In the 

O o # o 

early spring of 1862, the company was reorganized and Mr. Shu¬ 
mate commissioned first lieutenant, this being the first office or com- 
mission held by him in his career. He continued with this com¬ 
mand. participating in all the great battles in which his regiment 
was engaged, up to the Battle of Dry Creek, in Greenbrier County, 
on August 26. 1863. in which he was wounded and disabled from 
service, being placed on the retired list; but later he was commis¬ 
sioned provost marshal for the southwestern counties of Virginia. 
In 1865. after the close of the war, he located in Pipestem District. 

then Mercer, now Summers Countv. and in the vear 1871 he es- 

•* * -• 

tablished a mercantile business at that place, w hich he has through 
all these years conducted personally and successfully, and without 
an intermission from that dale t*-. this day. 

In the year 1872 he was elected deputy sheriff with Evan Hin¬ 
ton. which efface he resigned in 1874. After the adoption of the 
amendments to the Constitution and the present count}' court sys¬ 
tem went into effect, he was elected as one of the first commission¬ 
ers of that bod} . hi> associates being Joseph Hinton, of Greenbrier 
District, and John C. McXeer. of Green Sulphur District. At the 
expiration of his term of two years, he was again re-elected for a 

full *erm of six vears. 

•> 

1S92 he was the Democratic nominee for the House of Dele¬ 
gates, and was elected over L. G. Lowe, the Republican nominee, 
of Forest Hid District. In 18‘M he was again the nominee of his 
party, hut in the landslide it went to the Republicans in that cam¬ 
paign. He was defeated by the Hon. M. J. Cook, oi Hinton, by 
the small majority of 43 votes. 

In 1868 he was his party's nominee for member of the Legisla¬ 
ture, and was elected bv a verv handsome’majority. On the 7th 
dav of October, 1903. he was commissioned bv Governor AVhice as 
a notary public. He is the present secretary of the Board of Educa¬ 
tion of Pipestem District, and has been for thirty-one years, re¬ 
gardless of the political complexion of the Board, which elects its 
secretary. He is the present postmaster of Pipestem Postoffiee, 
and has been such since Tub" 22. 1879. Mir. Shumate has been one 
of the mo8 successful and enterprising citizens of this county, and 
is identified with its history from its foundation to the present date. 
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THE DUNCAN FAMILY. 


John Duncan was one of the first settlers on Lick Creek, in 
Green Sulphur District. It is impossible to give the exact date of 
his location, bit: it was some time prior to. 1800. He was from 
Shenandoah Count}, Virginia, and married Elizabeth Patterson, 
lie died in 1823, and it was at the houw of his widow, on the old 
Duncan place on Lick Creek, tha't the first Baptist Church in that 

J % 

1832. He was an Indian fighter, and 


region was organized in 

o c 


helped to defend the forts in that region. Ile was the father of 
eleven children, six bovs and five girls. The three bovs. who were 

* ^ O 

known to the writer, were ]ohn. being the oldest, who resided on 

■V O 

Mill Fork, almost in sight of Green Sulphur Springs, where his 

son, Hnrvev Duncan, now lives, and who married a Miss Adeline 

* 

Hix, sister of John and William Hix, and aunt of Robert Hix. 
Charles married Casa: 
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Graham and Robert Miller; and Nathan Duncan, who married 
Elmira Crews, of Monroe Countv. We are unable to ascertain any 
history of the other members of the older family. 

Charles Duncan left two sons, Nathan A. and James, known as 
Jim Curly,” his son, Elliott Duncan, being the present deputy 
sheriff for Green Sulphur District: and one daughter, who married 

A. f. Miller, now living in Roanoke. Virginia. 

# 

Nathan L. Duncan left surviving him George A. Duncan, who 
lives at the old Nathan Duncan homestead on Duncan's Branch. 
George A. Duncan married Miss Moliie Graham, a daughter of 

o o 

James L. Graham. James Sedlcy Duncan, who was a brave Confed¬ 
erate soldier, and fought throughout the. Civil War in the Confeder- 

o o 

ate Army, and was ‘desperately wounded at the Seven Days’ 
fight, now resides on Lick Creek, and lohn L. Duncan, who 

4 • 

married MLs Alice George, a daughter of Tom Lewis George, of 
the Meadows. His daughters were Ellen, Martha and Lucv. Lucv 

• ^ r ^ 

married John C. McNeer, m ho now resides at Oak Hill, in Fayette 
County; Ellen married a Mr. Watson, of Ashland, Ky., who died 
some years ago. and Martha married Charles Connor, and resides 
on Muddv Creek, in Greenbrier Countv. 

John Duncan, Sr., was understood to be a Scotchman, and was a 
native of that country. 

John Duncan the younger, or second, left the following chib 

* « o 

dren: John Hunter Duncan, who is a farmer residing near Elton. 
He has also engaged in saw-milling. lie is a verv tall, large man, 

o O ^ t? 

noted for his slow speech and slow movements. W. II. ( generally 


/ 
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known a c Harvev). who was «li^al>Ie< 1 when a bov from the disease 


/ • 


common I v 


) 


• * 

- i 


A 


nown winte swelling. Marion, who was 


I K- L 


or 


strong mind, and three daughters, and Michael—Miss Jerusha, who 
married Mr. John H. l r ord a prosperous farmer and horse trader; 
Lovey Jane, who married \\ . L. Stanard, of W ebster Springs, and 
ErAabcth, who married Marion Surbaugh, commonly known as 
‘‘Bug,” a nickname. 


THE LILLY FAMILY. 

* 

the rear 1640, Cecil Calvert, a younger brother of the Second 

9 • ' 

Lord Baltina»r«\ brought about 300 colonists from England, and 


i. ix 


V. 


settled at St. Mare's, brom some of the descendants of this colonv 




originated tne largest family now in Summers County, viz., the 
Lilh family. 

About the years bo96 to 1702 was born in w hat is now the Statu 
m Ma;viand a MiME of three brother". one of whom went to what 




is now the State of Georgia, and the other two crossed the Alleghe¬ 
nies. Ur.e settled on the Kanawha River below where Charleston 
now stands, and the other, whose name was Robert Kill}', settled 
in what is now' Summers Countv. on Bluestone River, about four 
miles from ii s junction with the Xew River, on a bed torn now 
owned and occupied by Joseph Lilly f ‘Curly Joe"), one of his nu¬ 
merous descendants. This was about the years 1740 to 175W 
Robert Liilv married a laclv whose maiden name was Moodv, 
and to thtm were born four sons. who. together with his wife, came 


and settled with him. The names of these sons were Thomas. Ed¬ 
mond. Robert and William. 

Robert Lilly, one of these sons, died on Guyan River about the 
vear 1828. at the age of 108 vears. 

* O v 

Eclinond Liilv lived and died at a very advanced age here in this 
county, the date not known. He was the father of Rev. Joseph 
Lilly, who was an honored minister of the Primitive Baptist Church. 
He also had a twin brother named Edmond. James and Jonathan 
were also twins. John Lilly, who died from the bite of a rattle¬ 
snake: Robert, Washington, who lived and died on Mountain 
Creek: Elijah, who spent his da\s cm the great Flat Top Moun¬ 
tains; and William, known a^ ”I)r. Rill," who lived near Glade 
Creek, in Summer-* County. 

The family of Joseph Lilly consists of the following: Ander¬ 
son. deceased : Hugh, who wav- the father of Airs. T. B. Barker, of 
Beech Run ; Alexander, know n as “ Alex the jockey" : Joseph, known 
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as “Blind joe’; Jonathan K., ex-deputy sheriff of Mercer County; 
Isaac, deceased: Henry Lee. deceased: Edmond, Russell and 
Thompson, deceased; as well as several daughters, among whom 
are Mrs. John Roles now living near Fewest Hill, and Margaret, 
the first wife of Robert \Y. Lilh. 

The sons of Jonathan were Samuel S.. Remley, Rufus, Ballard 
P., John E. and Jonathan S. Lilly, known as Togger, several of 
whom are living near Ellison P. O., in Summers Countv. 

l lie son> of Washington, known as “Kinnev," are Tames, John, 

' • » ' v 

Daniel and Henry, well as several daughters. 

The sous of Elijah are Win. IT., known as “Hickorv Bill"; Pres- 
ton, Thomas, James, known as '‘Jerusalem Jim"; Russell. Xaarnan, 
Joseph and Lee H. 

William r'Dr. Bill") had quite a large family. Their names I 
am now unable to give. These, the family of Edmond, all lived to 
a ripe old age. and fiom them manv of the I.ill vs of Summers. Mer- 


c e r 


• T.’ 




* 4 f 
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Lick trace their lineage 


From Thomas descended the following: Thomas Lilly, his old¬ 
est son, who married Delilah Payne, of Taswell County. Virginia, 
and settled on Bluestone River. >even miles from its mouth. He 

was the father of Levi Lillv. Thomas Lillv (who is the father of 

• * 

the present county superintendent of schools of Summers County), 
Geo. W. Lilly, Jo.-dah Lilly (“Dick"'. Robert Lilly, known as 
“Shooting Bob," and Austin Lillv. the father of ex-count\ 
intendent of Summers Countv: j. F. Lillv, known a> “T 


stipe 


a n < 1 

several daughters, d'homas Lilly died in 1884. at the age of 82. 

The next. "William Lillv, known as “Taliancher Bill." was *he 
father of Lewis Lilly, known a> “Holley Lewis" and William Lilly, 
known a> “Preacher Will." Holley Lewis is the father of Simeon 
Lilly and John Lilly ex-county superintendent of Mercer County, 
and is known as “Tohn Bollev." * 


"The next Robert Lillv, known as “Bearwallow Bob." who also 
married a Pavne, reared a large family and died in 1883, where he 

- r 

first settled, on the Bench of Bluestone. in Summers County. His 
familv consists of the following: William, known as “Billv Bear- 
wallow": Washington, now of Wvoming Countv, and Tames M., 
kit^wn as “Jim Cute" (who is the father of J. J. Lilly, known as 
“Cud") ; Robert, a Ho living in Wvoming Countv: Pleasant H.. now 

o •• • ♦ 

deceased, and >everal daughters, the oldest of whom. Julia, married 

Joseph .Meador, and Sallie, who married Henley Farley, a member 

of a ver\ large familv of Farlevs now living in Pipestem 

William Lillv, the fourth sou of Robert, the first settler, was the 

* 
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father of Ameger Lillv, about whom nothing is known. Robert. 

m i 

known as '*I'ic^hiinsr Bob.” was in Louisiana when last heard from. 
Andrew Lille, known as ‘‘Sock Head Andy”; Tollmen l.illv, the 

• - ' mr 

lather of lame-' \\ .. and Geo. \. Lillv, now living on Little Wolf 

v • ; 4 

Creek; George Lilly, deceased inever married); William S. Lilly, 
known as “Shoemaker Bill,” ex-sheriff of Summers County, father 
of Green Lilly; Joseph Lilly, known as “Curly Joe,” ex-member 
of the county court, and Janie'S Lilly, known as “Grinning Jim.” 

Of the seats of Edmond Lilly one was Robert Lilly, known as 
“Squire Boh.,” who married 61 ar_\ Cadle, and settled near the mouth 
of Bluestone. To them were horn the following -.oils: David Lilly, 
who died in Kansas no t long since; Captain Jonathan Lilly, who 


died about 1902: R. C. Lilly, know n as “Miller Bob,” who died near 


Spanishburg, in Mercer County, about 



; Dr. J. A. Lilly, now liv¬ 


ing at Jumping Branch; Thomas Lilly, known, as “Squire Tom”: 

Josephus Lillv deceased, and Samuel D. Lillv, known as “Devil 

Sam,” now living near Dunn’s. W. Ya., as well as several dau^hivAS, 

among whom are Julia, who married M. C. Barker, and Rebecca, 

who married Levi M. Xeeh, Sr., who is the father of I.. 61. Xeelv. 

* 

Jr.. 1 he present assessor o f Summers Count}-. Also from this same 
Thomas Lilly, the son of Robert < the first settler), were the fol¬ 
lowing other children, viz.. Pleasant, John, Turner, Joshua and 

Daniel. 

Pleasant Lillv had four sons-—-Hiram, John. William, known as 
“Ground Hog Bill,” and Christopher. John had one 


son. 


who 


se 


name is John, and known as “Pence John,” living on the Bench of 
Bluestone. Turner had several sons ; not much is known of thqir 
family. 

Joshua bad one son. William David. Darnel had onlv one son, 
- * " 

whose name was Daniel. 

It is an interesting fact to‘note that Robert Lillv. the first l.illv 

v ■*' ** 

west of the .Alleghenies, died in 1810, at the ripe old age of 114 
vears, and his wife died in 1807, at the ape of 111 years. 


The first relationship between the Lillv and 6Teador families 

▲ » 

w r as occasioned hv the marriage of Tosiah Aleador, one of the first, 

if not the first, minister west of the mountains, marrying a daughter 

of the elder Robert l.illv; and Cnee that time thev have married and 

* w 

hitermairied, until iheir liLtones in many cases blend very closely 

together. 

I 

Tins Rev. J<>Mah Meador was the father of Green Meador, who 
settled, live! and died at the mouth of Little Bluestone River. 

John Lillv. the son M Edmond 1741 v. wa- the father of the 


s o n 
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following children: Wilson, Lewis, John, known ns ■'Gentleman 
John” ; William IT., known as “One Arm Bill,” and one daughter, 
who married a Cook, and who is the father of Harvey Cook, ex- 
sheriff r.t Raleigh Countv. 


W illiam Lilly was the father of the following children, viz,, 

Andrew Lewis, now living near Jumping Branch; Perry, Wilson. 

John PL. known as “Barlow John,” and two other brother-, who 

went West, and died in 188-1 and 188o; as well as several daughters. 

To Lewis Lillv was horn the following children, viz., loshua, 

now living near Jumping Branch: Dayton, who married Miss Sarah 

Ellison, and lives in Mercer Countv; R. F\, deceased; I. A.. Ed- 

— » 

niond and Robert, known as “Kansas Bob.” all living in Summers. 

John (“Gentleman John”) had no children, although married 
twice. 

William H. ("One Arm Bill”) had the following children: John 
F. Tackson. Hugh. Hamilton and George. This entire familv is 

h. He also had. two daughters, one of 


mu 


1 


o rr n an r i n nr 
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mne 
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whom married w . n. Lunnar, and now ii\es neai Pus*. ilns countv. 

James Lillv, and hi- twin brother fonalhan. were sons of Edmond 
Lilly. James had the following children: John W., known as “Big 
John’'; William, know as “Limber Bill” (the father of Tames L. and 


Thomas W. and Mrs. 


I.. Deeds, of Madam’s Creek) : Tames, 


known as “Beaver Jim”: Lewis; Harman, Green W. and G. L. 
Lilly, known as “Tanner,” all of whom live near Cave Ridge, in this 
countv. He also had two daughters. Mrs. A. 1. Martin and Mrs. 
Emilv Hogan. 

To Edmond Lilly, the twin brother of Rev. Joseph Lilly, was 
horn the following: Allen, known as “One Eyed .Vilen”; James, 
known as “Shady Jirn.” who now lives in Oklahoma, and is the 
father of C. II. Lilly, mear Elk Knob: John 1C. of Hinton, and P. 
G. Lilly, known as “Pet,” of Raleigh County. He also had three 
daughters—Mrs. Albert Earley, of Kansas, and Mm. Prince, of 
Becklev. T he third daughter is now dead. lohn. Hence, now in 
Indiana, and perhaps there are some others, but as they are out of the 
county, we are unable to reach them. 

It may be interesting to know that in Summers County there 
are 2S5 tax-paving Lillvs. to sav nothing of the numerous children 

1 - O - r o 

and ladies who are not on the tax rolls. A conservative estimate 
would be no le-s than 1,450 in the count' , to sav nothing of this 

~ «• ' l 

numerous family outside the limits of the county and in adjoining 
counties, all originating from only one family. Hence the impos¬ 
sibility of giving anvtbirg like a biographical sketch of all this fans- 
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ily. it has b<cn the aim of the writer to give only such part of the 
history that any one desiring may trace his lineage for several gen¬ 
erations, and keep in touch with the family history, and enlarge 
upon special branches. 

As noted on another page, the Rev. Josiah Meador, who mar¬ 
ried a daughter of the elder Robert Lilly, was probably the first 
Baptist minister in this part of the country, and to him is probably 
due the honor of organizing the first church, which is known as the 
“Old Bluestone Church." It was organized in a grove two miles 
above the mouth of Little Bluestone, prior to 1800. Later an old 
log church was erected where Squire John II. Lilly now lives, and 
at which church the people assembled monthly tor divine worship, 
nd from the mouths of good ministers, such as the Rev. josiah 

o - * 

Meador, Elder Matthew Ellison, Rufus Pack and others, heard and 
partook of the bread of life, and prepared themselves for the future 
life. 

Here many of tfp T fly family worshiped, lived, died and are 

Md BIucMone churchyard, to await tiie sound of 


cl 


% • 1 4 ^ 

ivj in mu 


the last trumpet. 

In the latter part of the last century the old church was reor¬ 
ganized, and was moved to Jumping Branch, where the records of 
the old church may still be found. From this old Bluestone Church 
has emanated manv new churches, among which is the old Kockv 


Mount Church at Pipestem, which was organized by Elder M. El¬ 
lison, soon after the late war. 

Recently another church has been organized where the old 
church met, and a neat new church edifice has been erected, with 
a thriving membership, composed in' part of the descendants of the 
old Pdncstone Church, which calls to mind very forcibly the lines 
of Knox, in which ho ml vs: 


For we are the same our fathers have been. 

We see the same sights our fathers have seen; 

§ ^ • 

We drink the same stream, we see the same sun. 
And run the same race our fathers have run. 


ROBERT W. LILLY. 

One of the oldest citizens of the county is a man with a record. 
He is a farmer, and has a reputation for being a man of considerable 
braver}’. He has acted as special officer in a number of criminal 
ca-es, one of which we recollect was in a ca-^e where he held a ca- 
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pias against jack Brag", who was accused of some infraction of the 
law. and who had been evadincr it for a lone time. He was accused 


01 se 


1 1 # 
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i i t II 
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liquor without a license. Mr. Lilly took the capias and 
got after him, and undertook to arrest him. Suspicioning some¬ 
thing Bragg took to his heels. Coining to the Big Biuestone River, 

O O * _? O 7 

he jumped in and swam across, although it was in midwinter, the 
river up and mush ice floating, making his escape. lie is now a 
peaceable citizen of the county, and has been engaged as an assist¬ 
ant deputy marshal for quite a while in the arrest of moonshiners. 
Robert \V. Lillv, who is known as “Shootin’ Bob/' shot what 

w * 

was at the time thought to be a deputy marshal, but was George 
\V. Shrewsbury, sometimes known as Lilly. Lilly, however, mi¬ 
raculously recovered. He was shot in the body, in the Jumping 
Branch country, and is still living. He was a Lnion soldier during 
the war, and draws a considerable pension from the United States 
for his services in that armv. Lillv was never tried for the shooting 

* r O 

until about hfteen vears afterwards, when the witnesses were dis¬ 
covered, and he was tried, and was acquitted.- His son Naamon 
lives near Hinton, in Tumping Branch. His grandfather, T. J. Lilly, 
is a constable now of Jumping Branch. Lilly, and the aforesaid 
Shrewsbury i Solesberry') shot Josiah Lilly, and was acquitted, as 
there was no desire to prosecute him. 


FRANCES LILLY. 

This ladv was born on Big Biuestone, on the 17th of February, 
1815, and raised at the mouth of Pipestem, then Giles County, Vir¬ 
ginia. Her father’s name was Matthew Pack, who owned one hun- 
dred and twenty-five a.cres around the mouth of that river. Her 
grandfather’s name was Samuel Pack, who came to that country 
with a man bv the name of GatlirTe, who was from France. Sam- 
uel Pack settled on Brush Creek, where he died. Pier mother w r a- a 
Moody, her grandmother Pack being a Farlev, who lived to be 105 
years old. VIrs. Frances Lilly is now living, and remembers seeing 

manv Indians after there were no more hostilities between them 
* 

and the whites. They would come to Samuel Pack’s, her grand- 

father's, and sav thev were on their way to Washington Cite. 

There thev would get drunk, and Pack would give them liquor to 

see them dance and shoot their bows and arrows. They would put 

up dimes to be shot at, arid when they hit them they would get. .the 

dime. The Indian women didn’t get drunk. The Indians claimed 

% 

to come up New River from near the Ohio, and passed on up 
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I*rush Creek once a year. They passed up the river mi the oppo¬ 
site side from where Aklersun Pack lived, on New River. They 


wore feathers and other thin 


< > ^ 


in their hair. Jn the carlv davs of 


her recollection the country was thinly settled, and the settlers 
would go twelve and fifteen miles to a log-rolling. starting before 
daylight and taking their guns, killing deer, hear, panthers, wolves 
and other wild animals, and return home after supper. The coun- 
trv was then full of all kinds of these and other wild animals. She 
helped to kill them in her young days. Their clothes were all made 
of flax and hemp, and they had no mails or postoftices. She tells 
of a preacher by the name of Lorenzo Dow, who visited this region, 
and how he ran the hunter outlaws out of the country, who came 
there hunting and helped themselves to the settlers’ property. 

Mrs. Lilly is now ninety-one years of age. and resides with her 

kinsman and son-in-law. Squire John K. C. L. Hatcher, of Jumping 

Branch. Her mind is as active and bright as ever, and site made 

• tlio rno of Mrs. 
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LILLY 


Charles Henderson Lillv was born February I'k 185‘k and nm- 

m v 

tied Miss Lavelett Ann Ballard, of Monroe 'County, a daughter ot 
John C. Ballard, May 22. 1882. He is a son of Janies Fdmund Lilly, 
and lived where J. L. C. L. Hatcher now lives, in Jumping Branch 
District. His father and mother now reside in Arkansas, at Pea 
Ridge. C. II. Lillv resided in that State aLo for four and one-half 

i ^ m 

years. He now resides on K1 k Khoh Mountain, and is engaged in 
fanning. In 1S96 he was elected constable of Greenbrier District, 
which position he held for tour vears. In PC'O he was a candidate 

A. • 

for the Democratic nomination for sheriff of Summers County, but 
was defeated by H. Ewart. He is at this time again a candidate, 
with fair prospects of success. He is an enterprising gentleman, 
one of the best farmers in the county, and a Jefferson Democrat, 
and a descendant of the ancient Lillv family of the countv. 


GEORGE W. LILLY. 

George \Y. Lilly is a native of Pipestem District, in Summers 
County, fie was born cm the 30th day of July, 18^9. He was 
educated in the public schools and by private tutors. Tie is the most 
prominent school man and educator in Summer-' County, ary! has 
taken a great interest in the success of the free school scstem. 


r r. 

14 - 
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has held the office of comity superintendent for two terms of four 


years each, the first in - 


- and the second in 1900. lie married 


a daughter of William Ball, the old settler on the Xew River hills, 
about two miles from Hinton, and a sister of Thomas E. Ball, Bat 
lard Preston Ball and John W. Ball, and a sister ot Mrs. Elijah 
Lilly, a prominent farmer and teacher who lives on Leather wood, 
near Hinton. Lother L. Lilly, a son of George \V., is a trusted 
employe in the Xational Bank of Summers, of Hinton. Prof. T. E. 

Ball, assistant principal in the Hinton High School for several terms, 
and at one time candidate for the Democratic nomination for county 
superintendent, and a son of John W. Ball, is a nephew of Mr. 
Lilly. Mr. Lilly is an active Democrat, and takes an active inter¬ 
est in his party’s affairs in the county and State. He has been a 
delegate to the W heeling, Parkersburg and Huntington State Con- 

O O n c> 

ventions, and to practically all of the congressional and senatorial 
conventions held within his district within the last twenty years. 
He is a man of tremendous physique, standing six leet six inches in 
his socks, and weighs 250 pounds; a man of character, education 
and ability, who has made Iiis wav from the ground floor. He lias 

- 7 *r 

for a number of years been appointed by the courts to make county 
settlements with the sheriff; the settlement.- for the city of Hinton: 
making off tax tickets, tax books and property books; is a notary 
public, and lias held many positions of trust. His either children 
are Grace, who mairied K. E. Smith, superintendent of the-Fort 
Defiance Coal X Coke Co., of Ganiev Bridge: Ada Marv, Cecil W. 
and Myrtle. 

The daughters of Win. Ball are Xancv, who married Revburn 


Buckland: Hulda, who married Ward Meadows, and Mary Ann, 
who married Jacob A. Epperly. Wm. Ball married Diena Cadle. 

Robert C. Lilly. “Miller Bob,” married Virginia Gore. Jle and 
Captain Jonathan Lilly married sisters. Tie raised a family of six- 
sons and five daughters, to whom he has given eleven good farms. 

Their names are David G.. T. A., Ida. L. M.. Ruhania. V. F.. C. T.. 
R. C., Jr., Zach and A. A. David G. married Estiline Thompson, 
a daughter of Philip Thompson. J. A. married Arminta, a daughter 
of James Lillv. and resides on Little Bluestone. His daughter 


Amanda married M. B. Move 


Marv, another daughter, married 


Professor Beecher Meadows, a school teacher and farmer, and an 


active Democrat, now running the race with C. H. Lillv as his 

• I » 

deputy for sheriff of Summers County. Arthur married a Cooper, 
a school teacher and fanner. 
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Ida, the oldest daughter of R. C. Lilly, married Chas. B. Ash- 
wort li. who re-ides on Flat Top Mountain. 

L L. married Victoria. a daughter of lames and Sarah Hogan, 


r \ ^m • 

»_ 1 k ^ * i 


* I" 

i i l w x 


Lo v liit s 


M. B. married Jonathan F. Lilly, who wa> once county superin¬ 
tendent of the county. and was killed, by Tony Meadows. 


The youngest son of R. C. I.illy is A. A. Lilly, an attornev-at- 
law of Beckley, West Virginia. He was born March 75. 1878. fie 

graduated at Athens in AS, took the law course at S. X. U. in 'Ten¬ 
nessee. and married Miss Mary Glenn, of Arlington, Kw, lime 16, 

- « 1 m m § 7 

1900. In 1900 he w a - elected a member of the House of Delegates 

from Raleigh Count e, being the youngest member of that body. 

1 - • « r 

lie was assistant clerk of the Senate of West Virginia in 1903. He 

• i 

was elected prosecuting attorney of Raleigh County in 1904, which 
office he now holds, and is an actiye, energetic and able lawyer and 
prosecutor. He. a? the majority, if not all of his family, is an active 

Republican, and he D one ot the leaders ot this party in his county. 

* 

Emma married Chapman Wills, of Raleigh County. V. F. mar¬ 
ried Ilenrv, a son of Tames Griffith. C. !. married Arthur B., a 
son of Simeon Lilly. R. C.. Tr., married Miss Hattie Reed. Zach 

mf • 

married Miss Dora Richmond, of this county. He is a school 
teacher and miller, and now lives near Spanishburg, in Mercer. 


T. H. LILLY. 


Thomas Hubbard Lilly is a native of Raleigh County, being a 

. W r 1 

son of Thomas Edmund Lilly, and was born on 'May 73, 1368. near 
the foot of the great Flat Top Mountain. His father was a promi¬ 
nent farmer in that section. The subject of this sketch remained on 

his father's farm until he was fifteen years old. but nut being pleased 

•- *■ 

with a farmer’s life, decided to look for something better, as he 

thought, and wandered into the Xew River hills, working at saw- 

# 

mills and as a day laborer in all kinds of work required in the log¬ 
ging and manufacturing of timber into lumbei, until he reached 
his maioritv. He worked for mane days at fifty cents a dav. and 

J ^ * v' * ^ 

paid his own board. Finally, he was enabled to secure an interest 
in a sawmill, which he operated for local trade, being able to sell 
his product at one dollar per hundred for fir-t-ela-s lumber, and 
forty cents a hundred for the lower grades, finding the lunuwr 
business, under these circumstances, unprofitable, he again retired 
to the farm and tried farming again for a period of two year-, then 
removed to Hinton, where he secured employment at U«e stone- 
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mason's trade; later, with I). C. Wood, the contractor, he purch 
the old Gibson carpenter shop. In May, 18 (, 5. he purchased from 
Cook- & Burkes a small sawmill and machinery at the price of 
81.iod.50, agreeing- to pay fur same in five months. By his energy 
he succeeded in making this payment. He operated this mill until 
tilt- spring of 1K () 7. when he engaged in a general mercantile busi¬ 
ness at Dunns, West Virginia, and later, engaged in the sawmill 
business at Fiat Top. with a branch store at Odd. West Virginia. 
This business was not profitable, and in the spring of 1S99 he pur¬ 
chased a new sawmill and machinery and operated the same in 
Dickinson and Wise Counties. Virginia, sawing practically on con 
tract tor John A. Tavlor & Co., of this countv, who failed in busi- 

•> r ' • 

ness in the fall of 1900. 

Mr. Lilly ha-= had many ups and downs in his financial career, but 
has always been exceedingly enterprising and industrious. In 1901 
he began operating a lumber business in the city of Hinton, to which 

prflvo nrwl luici c HKl°‘mCllt 

L» ' ct*. ‘o' .- • t ?■> * 

from which he has accumulated a handsome fortune, lie has been 
operating over a territory which had been culled from for the last 

twentv-fivc vears, and. remarkable to sa\, has been able to find 

• • 

much good timber near the line of the railroad, which had been 
overlooked by pioneer lumber dealers and timbermcn. Hi- whole¬ 
sale trade now embraces all of the territory of Greenbrier, Poca¬ 
hontas, Monroe. Summers. Fayette and Raleigh Counties, .shipping 
to the Eastern and foreign markets. The first shipment in his pres¬ 
ent trade was purchased by him from John S. Kellogg, of Elk 
Knob, this county, and shipped from Don station. 

At this time lie has handsome offices in the Ewart-Miller Build¬ 
ing in the city of Hinton. He owns a handsome home formcGv 
occupied by B. L. Hoge; he is a stockholder in the Bank of Sum- 
Vners and a director in the Hinton Hotel Company, active, energetic, 
reliable and responsible. He is president of the Xew River Land 
Co., Hinton Steam Laundry, and president and general manager 

of the Lilly Lumber Co. 

* 

In a difficulty with Creed Meador, he was shot through the 

•* ^ 

body, at Dunns, in Mercer County. His recovery from this wound 
was very remarkable, bv reason of the character and the seriousness 
of the same, but from which he has suffered continuously to the 
present time. 

Mr. Lilly is one of the successful business men of the city of 
Hinton. His. father still resides on the old farm at the foot of Flat 
Top Mountain, and is one of the honored Confederate soldier** 
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of the Civil War. 
Lundy and Grant. 
County, Virginia. 


Mr. Lilly lias three brothers, Everett \\ .. \Ym. 

His mother was Abagail Turner, of Patrick 
His grandfather's name was Elijah Lilly, and 


va> a defendant 
that name in this 


t ) 


f the original Robert Lilly. the pioneer settlor of 





GREENLEE LILLY. 

Greenlee Lillv, now a resident of Florida, was born two miles 
and a half from Jumping Branch. and is a son of “Shoemaker 
Bill" Lillv, the second sheriff of Summers County. His son Green- 
lee, served four years as his deputy, beginning when seventeen 
years of age. He also later served four years as deputy sheriff 
for Harrison Gwinn. being equally interested in that office. He 
married a daughter of Charles Clark. Miss Emma, who died within 


a few years after. For a number of years he engaged in farming 

after retinnu from office Dunn 0- Clevetnnri’c second administra- 
tion he was appointed to an office under the general government in 
Washington city, and later was made a policeman at the eapiloi. 
which position he held for over four years. Retiring from that posi¬ 
tion he engaged as traveling salesman for the first wholesale grocerv 
company ever established in Hinton, the Iiinton Grocery Company, 
lie was an active promoter and one of the principal persons who 
organized the New River Grocery Company, with w hich he en¬ 
gaged for a number of vears as traveling salesman, after which he 
retired and removed to Florida on account of his health, and for 
the last four years has been engaged as a traveling salesman in 
that state, making his home at Oceola. In fanuarv. 1908. he mar- 
ried Mrs. Smith, of Hot Springs, Virginia. 

i i o n 

Mr. Lilly is an active, energetic and intelligent gentleman and 
one of the descendants of the original ancestor, Robert Lilly, who 
founded that great family in this region. 


LEE WALKER. 

Lee Walker is an enterprising citizen of Hinton, who has made 

his own wav in the world. He was born in Boone Countv, West 

* * 

Virginia, on the 12th of September. 1872. am! is a son of John 
Thomas Walker, a native of Boone County and of English descent. 
On the 23d dav of October, 1893. he married MG> Florence G. Conk. 


a daughter of John If. Cook, of Old Sweet Springs in Monroe 
Countv. He located in the citv of Hinton. December 21, 1891, arid 
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engaged as a brakeman on the C. & C). Ry., and later he became 
agent for the Standard Chi Company in Hinton and surroundin 


rr 


territory, which position he lias held for several years, being in 
charge of the distribution of the products of that great corporation 
in the region round about Hinton. Jn 1896 he organized the New 
River Milling Company, a corporation which is now doing a large 
business in the manufacture of feed, with its headquarters and 
mills in Hinton, its business now' averaging $10,000 per month. His 

corporation lias erected a large three-story brick milling plant in the 
lower end of the city of Hinton, and of which corporation he has 
been the general manager from its organization until the present, 
and which position he fills with ability, fidelity and intelligence. 
The leading citizens of the city are stockholders in the enterprise, 
including Robert R. Flannagan. president; C. B. Mahon, vice-presi¬ 
dent ; H. Ewart, secretary, and E. \V. Grice, John Richmond, J. H. 

^ • 

Jordan, A. E. Miller, C. L. Miller and others. 

.Lee Walker is a Democrat, but not an office-seeker. He takes 
ah active interest in the success of his party. He now owns valu¬ 
able properrv on the Court House Square, at the triangle on the. 
corner between Avis and Hinton, at the junction of the two towns. 


MAHON. 

Captain Charles B. Mahon is the onh citizen of that name in the 
county, and is one of the pioneers of Hinton, and a veteran railway 
employe, but retired from railway affairs several years ago, and 
has become one of the leading and enterprising citizens of the conn- 

O j O 

tv. Since retiring from railroad work he has been engaged in mer- 

r O O O 

cantile affairs and oilier business enterprises. He is a native of 
Hanover County, Virginia. At the close of the war bis father’s 
plantation was devastated and in ruins, and laid waste by both ar¬ 
mies, and all labor gone, so that young Mahon had to start on the 
ground floor and work his way up therefrom. He made his way on 
foot to the Kanawha River during the construction of the C. & O. 
Ry., and began labor in a stone quarry in Montgomery, having 
walked overland through the mountains, across the Alleghenies by 
W hile Sulphur and on. On the completion of that railroad he en¬ 
gaged as a brakeman. and was later promoted to conductor, run- 

o o 

ring from Montgomerv to Hinton. He fmailv abandoned railroad 
work and began the mercantile business, having in the meantime 
married Mis? Carry Scott, a daughter of the veteran hotel man, 
Hiram Scott, who operated the New River Hotel on the present 
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site of the Chesapeake Hotel until his death, being one of the first 
hotels opened in Hinton when it was a^village. Captain Mahon 
is one of the pillars of the Presbyterian Church, and it A largely 

** c • 

indebted to him for its steady development, growth, popularity and 
influence. He has amassed a handsome fortune, being vice-presi- 
dent of the Xational blank ot Summers, and one of its principal 
stockholders from its formation. lie is interested in the Xew River 
Milling C o., (ireenbrier Springs Co., Hinton M ater, Light X Sup¬ 
ply Co., and largely interested in other leading local enterprises. 


ADKINS. 

One of the oldest families of people in all this region of the 
Xew River Valiev was that of Adkins, or Atkins. They are said 

• 9 

to have come into this region during the time of the Revolutionary 
AVar and were first discovered living under cliffs on the Summers 
side cm Iiic i i\ 11 inun Xew Richmond Palis, supposed to he tne 
magnificent cliff- in the cans on at the mouth of Laurel Creek w hich 
empties into Xevc River half a mile from the mouth of Lick Creek 
at Xew Richmond Post Office. They were hunters and trappers 

in the earliest days, and have si continued 
game in this region, and there are descendant 


a 


long as there was 


scattered one place 


and another throughout thi< region and adjoining counties. Once 

while von hud' a member of the generation rising above the 


11 ♦ (i 


common level, but no great advancements have been made in the 

o 

race. There was Parker Atkins, a man noted for his nose, the end 

of it being half the Aze of a man's fist ; Rile\ Atkins, known as the 

• * # 

“Chestnut Mountain Lawyer”: Leonard Atkins, living in the Chest¬ 
nut Mountain country : Albert Atkins, one of the most intelligent, 
lives near Hinton. Hen Atkins, one of the race, was drowned in 

Laurel Creek with 1.. M. Aldcrson's wedding suit on. Mr. Alder- 

• * 

son was married tw ice, and this was the suit lie had purchased for 
his first marriage. He said that lie sold a steer to secure this broad¬ 
cloth suit. Sometimes the name is spelled Atkins and sometimes 
Adkins. The G'lls were supposed to have come into the country 
about the same time and to have lived about the same way. The 
Gills and Atkins have intermarried. There is an intelligent family 
bv the name of Wins now residing in the Liitie Blncstone conntrv 

• 4 ^ * 

of a different generation. A thriftless, harmless, indolent, unam¬ 
bitious race of people as a race, but without malicious cunning or 
dangerous. indigenous races are the Gills and A lkin>. Possibly 

the ancestors were l*>ries \vh<> emigrated into this then ta>tnc>* to 

« ^ 


t « • 


e-cape military service. 
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MICHAEL N. BREEN. 

Hr. Breen is one of the brave soldiers who wore the gray, and 
fought for the “lost cause"—one of the bravest of the brave. Col¬ 
onel W right was his chief in command at the battle of South Moun¬ 
tain. His captain was the gallant W illiam McComas, of Giles Coun¬ 
ty, Virginia, whose widow still survives and lives near Newport. 
General Reno, the Indian tighter of the West, commanded the Fed- 
erals. Breen was a gunner in charge of his gun, named by him 

O o 

Old Kate’’; J. Mat. Peters was his sergeant. A desperate on¬ 
slaught was made by Reno at this fight at South Mills, in South 
Carolina, to capture the Confederates while marching through the 
Dismal Swamp. The Federals outnumbered the Confederates two 
to one. Wright made a stand, placing two pieces of McComas’ 
battery in a narrow road, one being a rifle cannon, “Old Kate,” 

while RmrA fr.rrps hail six guns in an open field. After eight homs 

of incessant cannonading—a regular artiilerv duel—the uncon- 

o o ✓ 

querablc spirit of the brave and fearless Confederate gunners, Mike 
Breen and A1 at. Peters, with their cool and accurate aim. disabled 
the Federal gnus, and drove them from the field under the protec¬ 
tion of their fleet, which lav anchored in the bar. Seven or eight 

- r 

Confederates were killed ami twentv wounded. Reno lost three 
hundred of his men, and a great amount of his equipments. The 
brave Captain McC omas was killed and the ammunition of his men 
exhausted. Colonel Wright then gave orders to his men to retire. 
Peters and Breen refused to do >o. They were attacked by a crowd 
of Zouaves. Twelve charges of cannister had been reserved to meet 
this charge of the Zouaves. Breen and Peters waited patiently 
until thev came within thirtv vards. when Breen gave the command. 
Their enemies were paralyzed and stood still, and "Old Kate 
belched foi th hei missiles of death, and there the attacking squad¬ 
ron met its Waterloo at the hand> of these fearless men. who re¬ 
mained masters of the field, and limbered their guns and took their 
seats on the limber chests. Here Sergeant Peters was shot and had- 
ly wounded, and was placed in an ambulance by Breen and carried 
awav. The battle and little armv were saved bv the braverv of these 

m w0 m 9 

two gallant soldiers, who never met again until verv reccntlv, and 

o •• - 

both are now grav-heade 1 veterans of the “lost cause." Breen 

Ft » 

fought throughout the war. A verv affecting scene was the meeting 
of those old enmrades-in-arnw. after a lapse of forty years. Breen 
and Peters were ordered court-marshaled Hr refusing to obev orders 


1 • 
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and give up their guns at this fight: but of course the order was 
never executed. They saved the battle, and were not likely to be 
cashiered and shot lor disobeying orders. Captain Breen, as he is 
now UMiail\ vailed, remember^ and talks of "(Did Kate,” his rifle 
cannon, as lie would of a loved member of his family. Captain Mc- 
Conias v as a very estimable and gallant gentleman. General R. E. 
Lee, in his correspondence, speaks in highest terms relative to this 
battle, and as having known him (Captain McComas) personally, 
and of his good qualities. He was killed by a minnie ball, and his 
men, who had fought for four hours with the most indomitable 
courage, were thrown into despair at his fate. 

Mr. Breen is a native of Kerrv Countv, Ireland, and emigrated 

• • O 

to this countv sixtv-six vears ago. He was one of the “bosses'’ 
that constructed the Big Bend Tunnel, and was so engaged for the 

O o o 

four years of the building of this tunnel. He was a stone mason by 
trade, but for the last few vears of his life, beiim in comfortable 


nrcnmstances. has devoted himself to agriculture. IBs father, after 

C." • 

emigrating to this country, was a contractor on the old James River 
Canal, and the family resided for some time in Botetourt County. 
Virginia, then in Giles Countv, from where M. N. Breen enlisted in 
the army of the Confederacy. He fought in the battle of the "Wil¬ 
derness, Seven Daws' Fight aruund Richmond, and Ml of the great 
battles of that war. His gun. "t )ld Kate.” was the only one saved 
from the fight at Elizabeth Citv, where he fought all dav. There 

\ m G* — 

were thirty-two pieces of artillery in Captain McComas' corps. He 
crossed the ocean in a whaling vessel, which required six weeks in 
the passage. After the construction of the C. & O. Railway, he 
married Miss Sarah Ballengee. a daughter of Isaac Ballengec. who 
once owned the land on which Hinton is built. Tliev have eight 

• o 

% 

children, four sons and four daughters—Walter. George, Richard 
and Mike: the girls being Diary T., Xancv, Ellen and Xora. He now 
resides in comfort on his farm on Tug Creek, a short distance be- 
low Hinton, and is a respected citizen. He occupied the position 
of road surveyor for a number of years, school trustee, and is an 

active supporter of the Democratic policies. 

An ode of a Confederate soldier to his faithful old gun, which 
he called ‘‘Kate,” bv M_ X. Breen: 


“The Zouaves who charged, in double quick strain, 

V hilst making the charge, were mostly all slain : 

To their sorrow and dismav, Biev thought it no fun 

• 1 1 

Charging bold rebels who manned the old gun (Kate). 
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The few who escaped made a very had run, 

As Kate belched her last greeting, at setting of sun; 

o o 

The undaunted old warriors who mann’d the old gun (Kate), 

* ' • / 

Lad announced to the world the battle .was won. 


The missiles of death, belched forth bv old Kate (cannon), 

^ ' * 

Were accurately sighted, although it was late; 

r O O f 

The angeL from heaven, hovering around the old gun (Kate), 
Cheering the bold rebels till the battle was won.” 


CLARK. 

(due of the kindliest “old-time” gentlemen it has been mv good 

« » . o 

fortune to know and number among friends is Charles Clark, now 
residing in Mercer County, near the Summers line, at Topliet Post- 
office, but for mane years a citizen of the county, and one of the 

«r * ~ 

pioneer fntnrnri«;infT generation now fast passing a wav. He has nl- 

L 4 u O X O 


wavs been a big-hearted, loval. honest citizen, having for his own 
financial good too much confdence in the integrity of his fellow- 


• . * 


citizens. 

f 

Mr. Clark was born near Malden, in Kanawha Countv. Virginia. 

♦ ‘ . # 

now West-Virginia, May 20. 1S24, and in his youth followed steam- 
boating on the Ohio River; but his principal occupation fo» - many 
vears, and until about 1870, was that of boring and developing salt 

w 3 k o i 

wells. In 1849 he removed into Mercer County and began pros¬ 
pecting for salt, and first examined the present place known as Mer¬ 
cer Salt Wells property for a company ( Kinney. Eskridge & Co.) 
of Staunton. Va., beginning his investigations Mav 29. 1849. After 
concluding his investigations there, he rode horseback to Staunton. 
Va., to make his report on same. Upon this report he was provided 
with the necessary fluids, and Mr. Clark sent to Cincinnati, Ohio, 
to purchase the equipments for boring the well. Ry September 1. 
184 ( 6 the equipment was in place, and the well completed within 
ninety davs after the first lick was struck, and salt water struck in 

■r m> 

sufficient quantity to produce fifty bushels of salt per day at a depth 

of 600 feet. The boring was continued until 800 feet in depth had 

been reached. In those davs the machinery and manner of boring 

• - ^ ^ 

were crude, the power being entirely horse-power. The plant for 


making the salt was then erected 


U " 


quickly as the supplies could 


be provided. The first salt was produced in the spring of 1850, and 
was manufactured continuously until 18ol, when the entire plart 
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was burned down by bushwhackers in sympathy with the Lnion 
forces, cr Union citizen^, the property then being owned by the late 
Anderson Shumate. 

1 he property wa> !;nu* rebuilt i:i 1862, bv Mr. Clark and Win. 
Crump, and operated until 18* >u continuously, when the enterprise 
ceased to be profitable oi: account of scarcity of fuel, and was per¬ 
manently closed down, and there is now nothing to show for this 

•* i ,1 

once celebrated and widely known enterprise except a large stone 
snukestack still standing. People secured salt front this "furnace” 
for many miles, carrying it away in wagons, boats, old-fashioned 

•• 7 - o * o 

batteatix, and on liorsebaek. During the last years of the Civil War 
salt sold for $5.0*) per bushel in Confederate money. People trom 
the Green Sulphur neighborhood carried salt from this well on 

1 o 

horseback, a distance of forty miles, as well as from Kanawha in 

* * 

wagons after the war. W e paid $9.00 pci barrel for the salt. A 
team would transport a load of wheat or bacon to the salt wells, a 
distance of 160 miles, and exchange it for salt, return and seU it for 

* IT * 

thctl puce per barrel. One barrel in those days would usually last 
an ordinary luck Creek farmer a year, or longer. After the railway 
was built, it suddenly dropped from $9.00 to $2.50. 

Mr. Clark, after lie abandoned the salt manufacturing business, 
engaged in the lumber business and farming, and is now speeding 
h:> old age on a farm on the Mercer line. IPs children have all 
grown-to manhood and womanhood. He was first married to Ar- 
thelia Thompson, a daughter of C aptain James Thompson, whose 
murder is detailed in another section of this hook, on the 23d day of 
March, 18e2. By this marriage he reared a family of ten children, 
seven of whom are still living. UK first wife died May 10, 1876. 

O r 

He w r as again married on the 13th <lav of April. 1884, to 21 rs. Mary 
f. McCorkle, another daughter of Captain Thompson, her first hus¬ 
band having died several years before, leaving two sons, lames Me- 
Corkle, who was engaged in the drug business at Hinton until bis 

death, several years ago; the other john T. McCorkle. who is now r 

♦ * ’ » 

residing with his mother, lie having been a great traveler: traveled 
over the entire We^t and Xorthwest, occupied in mining and pros¬ 
pecting. being a mining engineer by profession. He volunteered in 
the Spanish-American War, was seriously wounded in the Philippine 
Islands, v bile serving his country in those faraway islands, engaged 

4 7 r w ' * 

in aiding Uncle Sam with powder, etc., in the work of assimilation 
of which we read so much. Mr. Clark now resides on the old 
Captain James Thompson homestead. 

He at one time owned the fine farm at the mouth of Big Bine- 
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stone River, now owned by John \Y. Barker, and there for many 
years his generous hospitality and real old Virginia geniality was 
enjoyed by the public for miles around. His latch-string always 
hung on the outside to all who passed his way. In the early days, 
liis hospitable mansion was the resting-place of many a footsore and 
weary student making his way to or from the Concord Normal 
School, as in the old da vs many of us took up our grips and walked 
to and from those old halls of learning, and many of us remember 
when we stopped with Mr. Clark, because, first, we did not have 
the “change” to pay for a night's lodging; and secondly, because 
we knew there would be no charge if we had an abudance. We 
knew we were welcome with Mr. Clark, without money and with¬ 
out price. 

Mr. Clark's children were Charles Allen, who was superintendent 
of free schools of the county, and latej* graduated in law at the 
West Virginia University, and is now located in the practice of his 
profession in the city of San Francisco, having married Miss Ella 
Haynes, of Monroe. Countv. He has been a great traveler: was 
elected to a judgeship in Washington State, and also prosecuting 
attorney, which positions he resigned for more attractive occupa¬ 
tions. Lewis, a jeweler of Radford, Virginia, and Toe, a soldier in 
the United States Army in the Philippines; Lizzie, who married 
A. T. Maupin, of Athens; Nannie B., who first married L. \Y. Bruce, 
an enterprising pharmacist, and after hP death the Rev. Harvey 
McLaughlin, an eloquent minister, and most excellent citizen of 

Summers; Emma, who married G. Lillv (she died several years 

* - ^ 

ago; Air. Lillv is now residing in the State of Elorida, and is 
engaged as a traveling salesman); Lucy,, who married John Wise, 
a locomotive engineer on the C. & O. Rv.. and who was killed bv 
being overcome bv the deadly fumes in the Big Bend Tunnel; and 

c> • ^ o 

Jennie, who married Captain Charles Schweichert, a passenger con¬ 
ductor on the C. & O. Ry., were his children. 


THE FOWLER FAMILY. 


The Fowler name is no more mentioned among those of the 
residents of the county, but no complete history of our territory 
would be perfect without mention of this illustrious family. 


The 


impress of a family of people with the strong characteristics of the 
Fowlers will be felt in anv community in which thev have made 

m ^ 

their habitations. 

The founder of the Fowler family in this State was Dr. Thomas 
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Fowler, who died at his large and elegant old-time Virginia planta¬ 
tion “Indian," as he named it, on April 2, 1858, in the 60th year of 
his age. He was born in the State of Tennessee, having been a na¬ 
tive of Cocke County. When quite a young man he located at 
Tazewell, \ a., and later emigrated to the mouth of Indian Creek, 
then in Monroe County. He married Priscilla Breckenridge Chap¬ 
man, daughter of Isaac Chapman, of Giles County, Ya. She died 
at the age oi /5, at ‘Indian.'' She. as well as her husband, figured 
in the trials and events of the early settlement of that land, and in 
the events of the early settlement* of the progress of peace and or¬ 
der and society there. 

She \va^ a pattern of the nolde womanhood bred in her duv. She, 
like her cotemporaries, rose to a peculiar dignity of character that 
was imparted to the exigencies of the early days and the brave part 
they sustained in social life. Trial and familiarity with the prac¬ 
tical philosophy of a daily life gave strenth and nobility of mien to 
female virtue ami grace, Mrs. Fowler was an estimable Td\ — 


a 


member cf that ccmmunitv of brave and admirable ladies. Dr. 
Fowler’s plantation was located on the thoroughfare much trav¬ 
eled in ante-railroad days, being or. the old Red Sulphur Turnpike, 
and among the wayfarers in that day were the leading people in 
polities, commerce and public concerns generally, and the beautiful 
residence of Dr. Fowler ga\ e rest and recreation to the fatigued 
traveler, which ga\ e the place a wideh .spread fame. Dr. Fowler 

• r 

lived at Tazewell from 1826 to 1835. the date of his emigration to 


the land now known as West Virginia, and of Summers Countv. 

* r 

Dr, Thomas Fowler was a direct descendant of the English Fow- 

. O 

lers, among his ancestors there having been the'Lord Mavor of 
London, and another,'an English Episcopal bishop of that name. 
Dr. Fowler’s grandfather came to America direct from England. 

C 1 

He was an eminent physician, became a large owner of slaves, and 
acquired into one plantation a large part of the territory around 
Indian Creek, on which he erected a fine brick mansion on a beau¬ 
tiful eminence overlooking the Xew River, and almost opposite the 
Crump mansion on the noted Crump's Bottom, across the river. 
This brick mansion is still standing, and will stand for ages. The 
walls are very thick, of brick and mortar, with tine locust doors 
and window facings, and dressed stone basements. The building 
is located on one of the most beautiful natural locations in all the 
country. 

The lands of Dr. Fowler have been divided up, and are now 
held bv manv farmers. The mansion, with about 150 acres of the 
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home place, is now owned by Mr. Tabor, of. Arkansas, who pur* 

chased from Captain C. R. Trice some three years ago. Chas. A. 

Baber. \\ art) Simms. l)r. \Yvkel and a number of others own the 

* 

remainder of the lands. 

At the time of the Emancipation Proclamation of President 
Lincoln the estate of Dr. Fowler owned a number of slaves, who, 
with their descendants, reside in the county, among' them is Su>an 
Muse, who lives in Hinton, and her son Samuel. Hon. I. C. Fowler, 
a few vears ago learned accidetuallv that Susan’s lot in Hinton 

V o * 

was advertised for sale for non-payment of taxes. He immediately 
sent the writer a check to redeem the lot. and something for Aunt 

‘ j 

Susan besides; Patrick Lee was another of his slaves, with Oliver 
Lee and Amy Banks, his children, who live in Hinton at this time; 
Willis Dickinson, Beverly Stanard and others of his >la\ es now live 
at Stockyards. A number of these colored people remained long 
after their emancipation at the Fowler place, and were loach to 
leave their old masters, so greativ were tliev beloved, a.id 


rs 


remained with them on the old place until the last of the howler 

descendants had parted with the last remnant of the estate. Patrick 

Lee and his wife. “Aunt Saliie" (the latter still living in Hinton). 

were deeded about 150 acres to enable them to spend their old age 

in comfort, free and without a cent’s pay. by the children of Dr. 

Fowler, Mrs. Pearis. Mrs. johnson and Hon. 1. C. Fowler, so 

♦ 

• • 

kindly did they feel towards these faithful servants. 

Dr Fowler left surviving him six children, Hon. 1. C. Fowler. 

% ^ • 

of Bristol ami Abingdon, who died in 1905; Dr. Allen Fowler, who 
died in Maw 1902. in Salt. Lake Citw where he located after the 
war. having accumulated a large fortune and acquired a great 

O 1 O 1 o 

reputation as a physician and surgeon. 

Hon. I. C. Fowler was five times elected to the House of Dele¬ 
gates of Virginia, and was the Speaker of that body. He was a 
politician of character and a statesman of ability—stumped the 
State in the davs of the Funders and the Readiusters; was one of 

if » 

the trusted followers, counsellors and lieutenants of Gen. William 
Mahone in his political career in the Old Dominion, lie, with his 
brother, Elbert Fowler, founded the “Bristol News,” a‘ newspaper, 
at Bristol. Yirginia-Tennessee, and was its chief editorial writer 
tor nanv vears. He was a brilliant, forceful and clear-cut writer. 
He was later appointed by judges Pauli and Bond as clerk of both 
the L. S. District and Circuit Courts, which positions he held until 
his resignation on account of failing health., when his son-in-law. 
Stuart F. Lindsay, was appointed a< his successor. He was a 
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soldier in tile Confederate Army and a Republican in politics. 


Tire second son of Dr. Thomas Fowler died in Texas in 1867. 

I be third son. lion, Libert Fowler, died in Hinton, March 21. 1884. 

A more extended sketch will be lound elsewhere in this book. 

■ 

There were two daughters, Amanda L., who married Dr. Thos. 


Peari 

John: 


go: Alary, who married Hon. James D. 
vears ago; he was one of the eminent 


lawyers oi Southwest A irginia. Fite only child of Dr. Fowler now 
living is Airs. Amanda Pearis, who resides in Roanoke, Ya. She 
had two children, Fowler Pearis, a mining engineer of note, who 
recently died while in the employment of the Norfolk & Western 
Railway Company ; and Aliss Louise, who resides with her mother 
in the city of Roanoke. lion. I. C. Fowler left no sons. Dr. Allen 
Fowler was never married. Hon. Klbert Fowler left tw r o sons. 
Bailey and Elbert, who arc now citizens of Ceorgia. The daughters 
of I. C. Fowler are Airs. Stuart F. Lindsav, Airs. Alarv Louise 
Preston and Airs. PrPcilla Chapman Fowler Goodwvn. 


ELBERT FOWLER. 


Hon. Elbert Fowler was a native of Summer^ Countv, son of 

* 

Dr. Thomas Fowler, born at the mouth of Indian Creek, “Indian/ 
in Alonroe Countv. on the 24th of November, 1843, and was 

t 

of a familv of two Gsters, Airs. Alarv Johnson and Airs. Amanda 

r 7 « • 

L. Pearis; and two brothers, Hon. I. C. Fowler and Dr. Allen 
Fowler. 

Hon. 1. C. Fowler was a Confederate soldier and made his home 
• * 

\ irginia after the war, he and Klbert Fowler founding the 


in 




"Bristol News/' ami later, he was Speaker of the House of Dele¬ 
gates of Virginia for five terms, and afterward appointed clerk of 
the United States Court, and resided at Abingdon, which position 
he held until near the date of his death within the last twelve 
months. 

Dr. Allen Fowler was also a Confederate soldier, who immedi¬ 
ately' alter the war emigrated to Salt Lake City, Utah, and became 
one of the most celebrated physicians of that country', and died 

but recentlv. a wealtlw man. 

♦ * 

Elbert Fowler joined the Confederate Army when a hoy about 

He was educated partly at' Emory and 
Henry Colleges, and after the war he went to AIcGil! University. 
Alontreal, Canada, where he graduated. Returning, he ami hR 
brother, I. C.. founded the “Bristol News” at Bristol, Tennessee 


eighteen vears of age. 

o . ~ 
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and \ irgmia. Later, in the year 1871 or 18/2, lie founded the 


a 'n 


Border W atchman’' at Union. Monroe Countv, West Virginia, 

^ 7 o 

which is still existing, and is owned and edited at this time bv the 
lion, dvlbei t Sidi;c\ lohustcn. as the “Monroe Watchman,” which 
is one of tiie ablest edited papers and one of the most reliable in 
the State or anv other .State, Mr. Johnston being one of the most 
chivalrous and true-hearted citizens of anv commonwealth. 

Elbert Fowler received from Andrew Johnson a pardon for his 
transgressions as a Confederate soldier. After disposing: of the 

o i r? 

which he 

pursued until his death, on March. 21. 1885, making bis home at 

4 . 1 * 

the mouth of Indian Creek on the old Fowler homestead. At the 
date of his death he and James II. Miller were partners in the law. 
Mr. Fowier was one of the brightest lawyers and most loval of 


< 4 


Border Watchman,” he took up the practice of 


law. 


men it has q \ er been mv good fortune to be associated with or 
to know. A comparatively small portion of his time was spent at 
the month of Indian after lie 


: applied um^clf Lu luS L#rOtC5SiGii % 


being: counsel for the Norfolk & Western Railway Company tor 
the last several years of his life, and much of his time was spent in 
Virginia looking - alter the interests of that corporation. 

He was elected prosecuting attorney of this county in 1874, and 
served four years: was a candidate for re-election against the Hon. 
W. R. Thompson at the election held in 1878. Mr. Thompson, on 


the face of the returns, had a majority of 


votes. Mr. Fowler, 


believing that the election had not been fairly conducted and that 
irregularities existed, instituted a contest in the courts, which was 
fought through the county and Supreme Courts for some time, when 
the differences were compromised, and Mr. Thompson was per¬ 
mitted to retain the office for the full term. 

A law partnership was formed between Mr. Fowler and Tames 
H. Miller on the first dav of October. 1883. The latter was elected 

9 

prosecuting attorney at the election held in 1884, and Mr. Fowler 
qualified a> his assistant, which position he continued to hold until 
his death. 

On the 12th day of March, 1885. Mr. Fowler came to Hinton, 
from his farm at Indian, a distance of sixteen miles up New River 
from Hinton, stopping at the office of the firm at the court house 
for some time, and then went to his hotel for dinner (the old brick 
Central Hotel, which was afterwards burned), after which he 
started to return to the court house, when he met J. S.* Thompson, 
an attorney, at the crossing of the alley on Second Street, just 
below the new hotel of the Hinton Hotel Company, which is now 
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under construction. When Fowler was at the middle of the cross¬ 
ing and Thompson about twenty feet above on the sidewalk, they 
coming toward- each other, Mr. Fowler having a bundle of law 
books under his arm. Mr. Thompson drew a revolver and began 
shooting at him. Some four or five shots were fired by him, two 
of which took eilect in Mr. Fowler's lee between the knee and 

o 

ankle, breaking the bones in two places and shattering that part 
of his leg, the breaks of the bones being about four inches apart. 

f 

Fowler drew a small derringer, about four inches long, from his 
pocket, and shot as he fell, but missed his mark. Fowler fell to 
the ground, and was carried to his room at the Central Hotel, 


where he was attended by a number of the most skilled surgeons 
in the country, including Doctors S. P. Peck, of Hinton; Dr. Isaiah 

Bee, of Princeton, and Dr. McDonald, of Union. 

/ • 

It was not thought at the time that the wounds would prove 
fatal, and Mr. Fowler would not consent to having an amputation 
performed, but after four or five days it was apparent that the only 
hope of saving his life was to amputate the foot. This was done 
two or three days before iiis death, but it was too late; blood 
poisoning had set in. the bones of the leg having been shattered, 
and on the 21st he died from the result of the wound. A day or 
so before hi- death a mi-take was made in the administering of his 
medicine, by wrongfully administering a poison called aconite, 
which mistake was shortly afterwards discovered and the effects 
counteracted, but resulted in weakening the patient. This mistake 
was made bv an attendant, an old gentleman. Win. B. Wiggins, who 

✓ L' O O 


was greatly distressed by. reason of his unintentional carelessness. 
Mir. Wiggins being an earnest friend and admirer of Mir. Powder. 

o o o 

It was claimed at the trial of Thompson, later, that this mistake 
aided in producing the dekth, and was set up as a part of the defense. 
Mir. Wiggins was deeply pained over his mistake, and at the trial 
as a witness he was subjected to a very bitter attack bv the at- 
torneys for the defense, especially Captain R. F. Dennis, in argu¬ 
ment to the jure', the character of which will be well remembered 
at the time by those who heard it. and a part of which is of a nature 
not to he preserved in print, which language was regretted by Cap¬ 
tain Dennis in cooler moments. 

A coroner’s jury was held after the death of Mir. Fowler, and 
Mir. Thompson w a- charged with his murder, and indicted and 

A 

tried. The feeling of a very large portion of the county was much 
aroused again-t him . the prominence and connections of the parties 

naturally made strong partisans. Bail in the'penalty of 825,000.00 
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was granted by Judge Holt, the circuit judge at the time, which 
was easily given, the bondsmen being C. L. Thompson, Col. J. G. 
Crockett and A. B. Perkins. 

At the first calling of the case Judge Holt vacated the bench, 
and the hearing came on before Judge Trank Guthrie, of the 
Kanawha Circuit. A motion was made for a change of venue by 
the defendant, which was vigorously opposed by the State. Af¬ 
fidavits were filed by the accused to show that the prejudice of the 
people was so strong- against him in the county that he could not 
get a fair and impartial trial: counter affidavits were filed by the 
State to the contrary, but the court held that the case should he 
removed to another county for trial, which was accordingly done, 
and the case w as removed to I.ewisburg, the county seat of Green¬ 
brier County, the place of former residence of Mr. Thompson, and 
where a number of bis relatives resided, who were prominent citi¬ 
zens in the community. A great many witnesses were summoned 
for eacli side, some twenty or twenty-five, and great interest was 
manifested in the trial throughout this section. The defense claimed 
by Mr. Thompson was principally on the grounds of self-defense, 
threats by the deceased against Thompson being proven, the prin¬ 
cipals in the tragedy having been on unfriendly terms for a number 
cf years, and not having spoken for some four or five years. 

At the trial the State was represented by Hon. John \Y. Ar- 

a » 

buckle, of Lewisburg. appointed by the court to prosecute, as the 
prosecuting attorney of that county. Mr. John A. Preston was a 
relative'of Mr. Thompson, and had been engaged for his defense 
after the removal of the case to that countv. Gen. Trank P. 
Blair, of Wytheville, Va., who had been a former attorney-general 
of that commonwealth, and Tames II. Miller, the then prosecuting 
attorney of Summers 'County. 

The defendant was ablv represented by United States Senator 

Tolin E. Kenna, Gen. T. \Y. St. Clair, of Fayetteville: Col. Tames 
* »> • 

M. French, of Princeton : Col. J. W. Davis. Capt. R. F. Dennis, 

Hon. John A. Preston and Capt. A. F. Mathews, of Lewisburg, 

one of the ablest array of attorneys that ever defended any man in 

this State or in anv other State. 

•» 

There were two trials. The first occupied two weeks, result¬ 
ing in a hung jury. A second trial was afterwards had and oc¬ 
cupied a similar length of time, which resulted in the acquittal 
of Mr. Thompson, the jury being out only a few minutes. Mr. 
Arhuckle occupied in his argument for the State two hours and 
a half: Gen. Blair, five hours at the first trial. The attornevs ar- 
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guing the case lor the defendant were Senator Kenna, Captain 
Dennis, Colonel Davis. General St. Clair, Colonel Drench and Mr. 
Preston, las. >1. Miller did not argue the case, being a witness 

m 

examined for the State. 

Mr. Thompson was crippled in one limb from a natural de- 

Fowler 


s r.. 

L 1 . 


formitv, from which he had suffered all his life, 
weighed about 140 pounds, had been badly ciippled in the capital 
disaster at Richmond, Virginia, at the time of that catastrophe, 
by having one ieg shattered and his scalp torn off. This was about 

the year 1870. 

Mr. Thompson continued to reside in Hinton until about the 
year 1003 or 1004, when he located at Beckley for the practice of 
his profesMon, but soon afterwards died at his father’s residence 
in Huntmgton, W est Virginia. 

Mr. Fowler was a most excellent and enterprising citizen, and 
at the time of his death-was engaged in a number of enterprises 
for the de\ clonment of this region of hi> Stale, one of which w*as 

A O 

for a construction of a branch ot the Norfolk & Western Railway 

from the mouth of East River, in Giles Countv. down Xew River 

1 * 

to Hinton, for which a large part of the right of way had been 
secured and paid for. He was a promoter of the Xew River Rail¬ 
road and Mining Company, and proposed a railroad up Xew* River. 
These enterprises lapsed after his death. He was one of the pro¬ 
moters of the Hinton Steamboat Company, which proposed to 
navigate Xew River from Hinton east. 

The Chesapeake X Ohio Railroad Company had become very 
antagonistic to him, and in his last race for prosecuting attorney 
fought him at the polls, and did its utmost to encompass his de¬ 
feat. by reason of his independence of -corporate influence and 
faithfulness to his constituents, and to the great mass of the com¬ 
mon people. Thi> antagonism also grew* out of the fact that Mr. 
Fowler had been largelv instrumental in compelling the arching 
of the Big Ben Tunnel, near Talcott. When first constructed, this 

tunnel was arched with wooden timber, which after a few vears 

/ 

became decaved and began to fall in and endanger the lives of 
passengers and employes. A short time before he retired from the 
office of prosecuting attornev a crew* on a freight train had been 
caught in the tunnel bv falling rotten timbers from the arch, and’ 

' » «r O 

a number killed and crippled. Fow ler as prosecuting attorney had 
a coroner's inquest held, the tunnel condemned and the railroad 
company held responsible. Soon after this the arching of this great 
tunnel was begun, and continued for a number of vears until com- 
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pleted. and to Mr. Elbert Fowler is due the honor of changing; 
that hole from a death-trap into safety. 

As a prosecutor he was vigorous and determined. He was a 
man of high and honest aspirations and instinct, a true and loyal 
friend, an excellent and faithful lawyer, and an open enemv. His 

^ I ✓ 

great misfoitune was that of a violent temper and strong preju¬ 
dices. His death was a threat loss and most keenlv felt, not onlv 

* ~ * - 

by the public, the count}- and State, but personally by the author 
or this bo'tk. who had enjoyed his friendship and assistance at a 
time w hen it was most valuable, and it is w ith pleasure an honor 
and-a duty for him to pay some tribute to hi> character and man¬ 
hood. 

On the 28th of November, 1878, he married a Miss Bailey, of 
Griffin, Georgia, and left surviving him two boys, Elbert and 
Bailev. who are now grown men, but have never made this State 

• O * 

their residence, beincr reared in the State of Georgia, at their 



-U ms taoc 


mother’s home. Just before his death Mr. Fowler 

•• 

will and testament, which is a matter of record in the clerk s othee 
of this coumv. He made a dving statement. At the trial Mr. 
Thompson did not take the stand as a witness in his own behalf. 

Sleep on, brave soldier, in the endless battle of man! 

If immortality be the crown of lofty aims and noble work. 
Then thou hast immortalitv. 


That the killing of Mr. Fowler was in cold blood is borne out bv 
his slaver, who told to a number of people from his own lips that 
he shot Fowler to kill him, and detailed his actions and the manner 
of the killing, saving that he “shot too high the first time, and the 


second shot he aimed.at his heart; but that his crutch slipped and 
he liit him in the leg.” It w-as a killing without legal justification. 

Fast will and testament of Elbert Fowler 

f. Elbert Fowler, desire that all my just debts be promptly 
paid as possible, and first among my debts I desire that a debt I 
owe to my sister, Mrs. A. F. Pearis, he paid, and to that end I di¬ 
rect that tm executrix shall sell at public or private sale, as she 
may deem proper, both mv personal and real estate. 

I bequeath to my beloved wife. Mrs. Mary Bailey Fowler.'all 
my real estate and personal, wherever located, whether in the 
Stale of West Virginia or Virginia: some mineral lands in the 

4 ^ 

counties of Pulaski and Montgomery. Virginia. I desire that my 

Cm 

wife shall associate with her in the settlement of mv estate fames 
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D. Johnson, a lawyer and my brother-in-law, in the county of 
Giles. Virginia. 1 desire that the executrix of my estate shall give 
no bond as such executrix. 

1 desire that J. H. Miller, my law partner, shall close up any 
business of mine that he has in hands, and that he shall give 

no bond. 

In testimony whereof I here set mv hand, this March 22, 1885. 


FLPERT FOWLER. 


Witnesses: 


I. C. M’DOXALD, 
W. F. M’CLTdXG, 

A. G. FLAX AG AX 
IAS. H. MILLER. 


DAVID HUGHES. 

'One of the first settlers in all this land was William Mindies. 




He was a Loyalist, and so continued, and to escape military service 
in the American Army, hid himself in the wilds of Pipestem Dis¬ 
trict on the waters of milestone River. The high knob in that 
region, Dane's Knob, was named for David Hughes, which is some 
seven or eight mile?* west of Athens. He bad a hiding place on the 
top of this knob. He was a giant in size and strength, and on one’ 
of his expeditions he caught a cub bear, which, by its outcries, 
brought its mother, which fiercelv. attacked him, seizing him by 
the left arm. He succeeded in dispatching the bear by striking it 
in the ribs with his list. Afterwards he moved into Wyoming 

9 Cl? 

Countv and had some thrilling experiences with the Indians on 

~ • l- 

the Clear Fork and Guyandotte Rivers, one especially about where 
X Jesse P. O. is now located, but I have not been able to secure a 
sufficiently authentic account to detail it here. He afterwards re¬ 
turned to the Pipestem country and founded the Hughes family, 
which is now scattered all over the land. William Hughes, his 
descendant, died in recent years at Pipestem. He was a prominent 
man, justice of the peace and the owner of lands. His son, Gordon 
L. Hughes, at one time owned the Pipestem mill and a large 
boundarv of land, and was engaged in the cattle and lumber busi- 

m % ^ 

ness, and placed the present plank fence around the court house 
about 1885. He was also a man of considerable literary talent, 
being engaged a^ a schoolteacher and at one time a candidate for 
school .superintendent, but is now a resident of Arkansas. Another 
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brother, Hugh I. Hughes, was a merchant in Hinton for a number 
of years, and now resides at Heckler, Raleigh Countv. His son, 

* * « ’ V 

G. T. Hughes, resides in Hinton and is engaged in the mercantile 
business, as is also his brother, Edward Hughes. H. M. Hughes 
was a deputy sheriff and jailer and died in 1905. He married a 

\Ym. Hughes married a 
The Hughes ox modern days have been prominent and 


daughter of Captain Mark M. Miller. 

Iordan. 

«• 

good citizens. (1. ]. Hughes is an active and energetic gentleman. 
They are active in the councils of the Democratic party and are 
Methodists in their religious beliefs. David Hughes, the founder 

o 

of the Hughes family in this region, was a native of North Carolina, 
and when the Revolution of 1776 began, he came to this wilderncf 
to avoid service in the American Army, being a loyal supporter of 

King George the Third. 

o c 


GOTT. 


V_/ilC Ul 1 1 iv, in ot 


' " k r T T ♦ m - 

l Li V 1 114 _li 


• m * ^ 1 .-vh*' f * G' f f tir’d" 

x ‘ o. C' i i » v U , ■ | v/iitA t v , ^ v- «. >- « ..II *_.* Ill C L 

located in what i> now the city of Avis, then Upper Hinton. He 

is a native of Mercer County and a son of Andrew Gott. of that 

county. Andrew Gott was a brave Confederate soldier. John R. 

Gott was a carpenter and the first undertaker who ever located 

▲ 

and who has successfully operated his business in this city. He 
married a Miss Carr, daughter of Captain Carr, of Mercer County. 

His son, Andrew, who married a Miss Smith, is a resident of Hin¬ 

ton, W. Va. A daughter, ?vTiss Sallie. married S. O. Fredeking, the 
locomotive engineer of Hinton, and another daughter. Miss Nellie, 
married Dr. Palmer. Miss Mary Gott. a sister of John R. Gott. 
married Isaac Gerow. the New Yorker, who located in Hinton 
soon after its foundation, and is the brother of H. S. Gerow. Wil¬ 
liam Gott, another brother, married a Miss Lavender, residing now 

near Ronceverte, W. AM. 

Andrew Gott. a brother of John R.. and now a citizen of Mercer, 
was a captain in the Confederate Army during the Civil War of 
Co. I, 36th Virginia Infantry. 

John R. Gott has been a member of the citv council of both 
Hinton and of Upper Hinton. Another son, Fred, is an undertaker 
in the town of Princeton. W. Va. 


DALY. 

Adrian D. Dalv is one of the rising lawyers of this section. He 
was born in Bridgeport, Alabama, July 11, 1876; studied telegraphy 
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at fourteen years of age, rose to the position of train dispatcher 
on the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, which position he occupied 
at Thurmond and Hinton. During his employment as telegraph 
operator he studied law: took the law course at the West Virginia 
University in 1909. was admitted to the bar in 1903, and began the 

• - o 

active practice in 1905. reuring from the railway service. When 
the law was passed in 1907 establishing the office of police judge 
in the city of Hinton, he was appointed police judge, which position 
he now holds, being a fearless and just official. In 1904 he was 
united in marriage with Miss Vella V. Flanagan, a daughter of 
Andrew <3. Flanagan, of Hinton. He is an active and enterprising 
lawyer and citizen, free from deceit, sham or hypocrisy. His 
course as judge of the police court, the first the city ever had, and 
under a law passed by the Legislature of 1907, against the protest 
of many of the best citizens of the city, has been efficient and in 
the interest of good government, and has met the approval of the 
giccil majority of the best citizens of the cities. He is the founder 
of “Sunset Hill” addition to Hinton, for which he deserves credit 
for his enterprise. 


COMPTON. 

William Egan Compton was an early settler in Hinton, though 
not one of the earliest. He was a native of Tazewell Countv, \ ir- 


In 


ginia, and married Lucinda Neal, of Bland County, \ irginia. 

1S75 he bought a plantation, including a part of the Clover Bottoms 
on Bhteslone, in Mercer County, which is still owned to this day 
by his children. He owns that part of the Clover Bottoms known 
as the obi Clay place, and the exact spot on which Tabitha Clav 


Y\ ftS K 




.1 n\ 


tne Indians. Her grave is still to be seen by rough 




monuments, and the place where the Indian stood who shot nor, 
close to a spring, is still pointed out. Mr. Compton came to Hinton 
in 1883. and made that, city hi> permanent home until his death 
in 1903, his wife having died in WOO. Their children were Edward 
W., who now lives in Beckley and is one of the largest stockholders, 
and is the general manager of The Raleigh Supply and Milling 
Company, which manufactures feed and other foodstuffs and op¬ 
erates a general feed business and rock crushing plant at M horlev s 
Mill, one of the ancient water grRt-miils in Raleigh County on 
Pinev. He was at one time sergeant of the citv of Hinton. Miss 

9 1 ^ w * 

Susanna Belle Compton, the second child, reside* m Clullicothe, 

rho*. K. Campbell, an old resident 


MR"Ottri. in the same town 


• i r 
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i 


of Camp Creek, arid J. H. Campbell, his son, who was for sonu 


time a resident of this 


count\, having emigrated b; 


'Missouri m 




1905, The other children are Miss Hester, unmarried; Miss l ily. 

who married C. T. Xunnelley, a competent locomotive engineer 

of the C. X O. Railway, and they reside in Hinton; Captain B. T. 

Compton, a conductor on the C. X O. Railway, who married Miss 

Maddox, of Front Royal, Virginia, and who live m Hinton; Miss 

Mary, who’ married James Eubanks, another locomotive engineer 

of the C. X O. Railway; and Walter Compton, who resides at 

* 

Charleston, in the employment of the K. X M. Railway, occupying 
the position of road foreman of engines. 


CLARK. 

There were two families of Clarks of Pipestem District who 
deserve special mention in any correct history of this region —that 


of Charles Clark, mmtioned in another section ir>rl H 




m P.-f 


^ 1 C 


Clark, which is undertaken to he dealt with, and, as in so many in¬ 
stances. we have the same difficulty on account of defective fam¬ 
ily records. 

Rufus Clark, the founder of the family in this county, was 
born near Indian Mills, then in Monroe County, where Esquire 
Jam-v s M. Keatlev and his family now reside, on the 13th day of 
December, 1812. during the period of the second struggle of our 
country' with great Britain, his father being in the army of the 
E'nited States at the date of the birth of Rufus Clark. He was the 
tenth of a family of twelve children. His father's name was Al- 
exarider Clark, and, as above stated, a soldier of the war of iS12. 
and was of Irish descent. The date of the emigration of the re- 
mote ancestor from beyond the sea is now unknown. The first 
founders of the family' resided near Union, in Monroe County', 
and were familiar with all the hardships and burdens of pioneer 
life, and with the treacherous and deadly modes of the Indians.. 
Rufus Clark was united in marriage with Marv Ford, and there 


girls. 


>a- 


were born to them ten children, four boss and Hx 

«r 

rah E. married Joel A. Butler; Derinda, Joseph F. Wood; Mary 
E. t A. F. Brown, P. C„ Z. R. Butler and Virginia Clark, and X'. 
G.. who married A. H. Via. The bovs were Allen T.. A. F., Jas. 
G., John and R. W. 

Rufus Clark and wife settled on the old Clark homestead, now 
occupied by R. W. Clark, overlooking the Xew River, in 1851. 
Alexander Clark's wife’s maiden name was Marv Hawkins, and 
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they were married in what is now Monroe County, in 1796. and 

tliie following year that county was formed. 

-Kurus Clark died januarv \ 1 , 1880. Alexander Clark, a brother 

•» • 

of Rutns. settled in Kanawha Countv, and ludge Henrv C. Me- 
\\horter, of tin- Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia, mar¬ 
ried one of his daughters. 

Allen 1\ Clark, the oldest son of Rufus, and fames G.. were 

fcr * 

brave soldiers in the Confederate Annv throughout the Civil War, 
the latter receiving a severe wound at the Seven Da vs' Fight 

^ - O 

around Richmond. A. F., another brother, joined the army in 
18o3, and was severely- wounded at the Battle of Winchester, on 
September IT 1864. 

Rufus Clark and all his family are noted for their good citi¬ 
zenship and as law-ibiding and pious people—that character of 
people who go to make the “bone and sinew” of a good commu¬ 
nity. Several of the boys have held positions of trust among their 
neighbors, Allen T baling been the president of the Board of 


Education of Pipestem District and a justice. 

R. W. Clark, the eighth child, and who resides on the old 
plantation of his father, is one of the oldest and most progressive 
teachers in the county, having begun that occupation in 1877, and 
is noted in this section as one of its most progres.wve educators. 
He was elected as a member of the Board of Examiners of the 
county for a term of two years. < )n the 13th da}- of April. 1887. 
he was united in marriage with Miss Mary C. Crawford, and they 
have seven children. lie is now a member of the Book Board 
of the countv, having been elected to that position bv reason of his 
character, probity and good judgment; served his district for four¬ 
teen years as a justice of the peace, and refused to serve longer. 
His conduct of that office was characterized by honest, fair and 
good judgment. So admirably were his official duties performed 
that his constituents desired him to continue to hold the position, 
but he declined, after having been elected four terms in succes- 
sion, onlv serving two vears of bis last term. 

The ancestors of this fainilv were engaged as fighters of the 

Indians, and one of them—possibly Alexander—took part in a 

fight on an island at the mouth of Indian Creek, near where Charles 
• * 

A. Baber now resides. This fight on the side of the whites was 
fought bv Captain Pauli, and it was in this fight that a Airs. Gwinn 
was recaptured from the Indians, who had taken her prisoner and 
were conveving her West when overtaken and recaptured in this 
Indian fight on said island. 
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Unfortunately, the details of this right are lo>t to history, and 
only by tradition are we able to chronicle that there was such 
a tight, commanded by Captain Pauli on the part of the whites, 
and that they were victorious and that it resulted in the recapture 
of the'white woman, who was thus enabled to be returned to her 
friends, and the Clark ancestry were engaged on the side of the 
white> and of civilization. 


LIVELY. 


This family name is celebrated principally through Colonel 
Wilson Livelv, of Lowell. At the date of Ids death, he was resid- 
ing in the old “Graham House," at the west end of the railroad 
bridge at Lowell, at the old Graham ferry. There are but com¬ 
paratively few of the name now residing in the county, a large 


n 11 m 


1 


lvpi ft rr l.aea tn/1 * 
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A. » 

i n /-%-f TTo t ’Aft A *-» *-> f I \ I /so r/’kp 
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a ar 


^n^uiivav * i 


1 wc 


<>i v. oionei Y\ lmon uvelv’s daughters married and are now living 

on the old homestead, one being Mrs. Bunyan L. Kesler, and the 
other Mrs. Henry F. Kesler. Another daughter. Miss Bettie M. 

married Prof, fames French Holrovd. both of whom were 
'schoolmate- at the Concord Normal School at Athens, West \ ir- 
ginia, where Professor Holrovd and his family 


B„ 


now reside, he 


being one of the oldest and most widelv known, popular'ami dis¬ 
tinguished of the faculty of that institution. Mrs. Holrovd and the 

c » 

two Mrs. Keslers are sister.s of the Hon. Frank Lively. of Hinton. 
West Virginia. The Livelvs are of English descent, but as to the 

mm I 

date cf their emigration and settlement in this land. I am unable 

o 

to state. 

Hon. Frank Lively -is the youngest child of Colonel Wilson 
Lively. He was born at Lowell, then known as Graham’s Ferry, 
now Talcott District, then Monroe Countv, now Summers Countv, 

of November, 18b4. attended the free schools in 


day 


i»n the ISth 

hi- bovhond, anil then took the general course at the Concord Nor- 
mal School, graduating there with honor in 1882, after which he 
took a supplemental course and the law course at the University of 
West Virginia in 1883 and 1884. from which he graduated and 
took the degree of “Doctor of Laws" in 1884. After completing 
his course at school he located at Hinton in 1884, for the practice 
of his profession, and within about a year thereafter formed a co¬ 
partnership with lion. W. R. Thompson in the practice of the 
law, which copartnership continued until after the removal of Mr. 
Thompson to Huntington, in IS'G. when he was united in marriage 
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to Annie E. Prince, of Hinton, a daughter of Tames Prince. In 
1900 he was elected prosecuting attorney over Mr. Tlios. X. Read, 
by a majority of fourteen. He was the nominee of the Republican 
party, and it was in this election that the celebrated “Blue Pencil” 
wing of that partv received its christening, it being claimed that 

Cw 1 O ' o 

the blue pencil cut a figure in the result. 

Mr. Lively held this office, with Judge A. R. Heflin as his as¬ 
sistant, until April 1, 1905, when he resigned the office to accept 
the appointment from Governor White as Fish and Game Warden, 
E. C. Eagle being appointed the prosecuting attorney to fill out 
the unexpired term of Mr. Lively, with Judge Heflin to assist. 

Upon the election of the Hon. Clark W. May as Attorney Gen¬ 
eral at the election in 1904, Mr. Lively was appointed Assistant 
Attorney General, which position lie held until May 1. 1 () 06, when 
he was appointed by Governor Wm. M. (4. Dawson as pardon at¬ 
torney, and which position he now holds. In 18S8 Mr. Lively was 
p candidate on *t><=> Demormtic ticket for the nomination for prose¬ 
cuting attorney of Summers County, but was defeated by Jas. H. 
Miller. He retained his affiliation with that paity until 1900, 

when he allied himself with the fortunes of the Republican party, 
and was nominated as the candidate of that party for prosecuting 
attorney, and was elected as herein stated. 

In IGU he was the nominee of the same party for judge of the 
Ninth Judicial District, composed of ihe counties of Wyoming. 
Summers and Raleigh, against Colonel T. G. Mann. ?\Iajor Tas. 


H. McGinnis and I. C. Christian. This was a celebrated campaign, 
and much bitterness was engendered in that party between the 
opposing candidates. Two executive committees were in opera¬ 
tion. and a general ’/war to the knife” contest resulted, two sets 
of delegates being appointed from Summers, the home county of 


Messrs. Livelv and Mann; but when the convention came 


off 


neither Mr. Mann nor Mr. McGinnis permitted their names to go 
before the convention, and at the polls both Mr. McGinnis and Mr. 
Mann supported the Democratic nominee, and both being men of 
pronounced ability and probity, their influence largely aided in 
encompassing the defeat of Mr. Lively. 

Mr. Livelv G an active and an influential citizen, and until he 
entered politics and assumed charge of hG duties as a public offi¬ 
cial, which requires practically all of his time at Charleston, had 
a large clientele and a fair proportion of the legal business of the 
countv. He has manv warm friends, and a large following as a 
politician in his party. 
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Colonel Wilson Lively was a colonel in the militia before the 
v. ar, and was sheriff of Monroe Countv a number of times, and 
was a very popular and prominent citizen. The ancestors in the 
Mid country" were centuries ago followers of the great English 

v' O O o 

soldier and statesman, Oliver Cromwell, and after the restoration 
of the English kind's to the throne of the kingdom, ‘'came across 
the waters'’ and settled in the colony of Virginia, of which West 
Virginia is now a part. 

The death of Colonel Wilson Lively was one of the tragedies 
growing out of the great Civil War. He was an intense South¬ 
erner, a Union man devoted to its adhesion, but loval to his Com- 
monwealth, and when it seceded, like the great bodv of the loval 


V J 


people of the State, went along. He was a member of the Virginia 

State Senate when Richmond fell and Lee surrendered, having 

been a member of that body throughout the war. It was the shock 

of the news of the evacuation of the Confederate capital and of the 

surrender of I ee at Ap'^'nmttwx which caused his death. He was 

on his wav to Richmond, at Farmville, when the news reached 

* 

him. and the shock was so great that he died within two hours 
thereafter. 

Colonel Lively's wife was a Miss Gwinn, of the old familv of 
that name o ; ’ the countv, and is of Irish origin. The onlv other 
members of the Livelv generation now in the countv are Le- 
roy Lively, of Green Sulphur District, a distant cousin of the 
Wilson Lively family, and David and Chris of Barger’s Springs. 


BOWLING. 

The Bowlings are a numerous familv in the lower end of Mer- 
ecr County, and it is a pioneer family. The most prominent citi¬ 
zen of the name in this county at this time is Walter P. Bowling, 
the present efficient and active deputy sheriff, with A. I. Keatley. 
sheriff of the county, and an enterprising merchant at Tophet, and 
the candidate for the nomination for clerk of the County Court 

9 

at the next election. The original ancestor of the Bowlings was 
Jessie, who was kidnaped in England and brought to Maryland, 
where he remained until the Revolution, volunteered in the Con¬ 
tinental Army for six months, and continued in the active service 
until the close of the war. He came to Lvnchburg after the Revo- 

« o 

lution, married Sarah Robinson, and then settled on Wolf Creek. 

in Giles County, where he reared a familv of seven children— 

m «■ 

William, Thomas, John, Dorcas, Nancy, Virginia and Betsey. Wil- 
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!iam 


married 


ci. 


Perdue, and settled in Mercer Countv, near the 


present .site of Athens. He was the pioneer settler in that district. 
Thomas settled on Twelve Pole, in Wa} ne County. John married 
bailie Walker, and settled on the Bluestone, near Spanishburg. He 
reared a large fainilv, who live in Mercer and Summers counties, 

o 

nearlv all living: in Mercer. Xancv married Hiram Burgess, and 
settled on Bluestone, near the present location of Maxwell's Mills. 
Virginia married Joe Crawford, and they lived on Ea^t River. 
Dorcas Bowling was never married. The family name is spelled 


in several different wavs—-Bowlins:. Bowlin. Bolin 


a 11 d 


Bolin 


Or * 


hut it matters not how the name is spelled—they all descend from 
the same common ancestor. 

F. A. Bowling, the successful merchant at Athens, is a promi¬ 
nent member of this familv. who was in the Confederate Armv, in 
which he was a soldier. He was elected and held the office of clerk 
of the Circuit Court of Mercer Countv for six rears. Walter P. 


Bowling, tin 




t 


n o] cm i 4 .! 1 _ 


r> 1 
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> A 


i. ' uii vniei [M lOill 


V * 


and takc« an active interest in public affairs, being active in the 
councils of the Democratic party, of which be is a member. He 
was born and reared in Mercer County, but has made this county 
his home for the last fifteen \ 


re 

vUi C 


Thomas iefferson Bolin and his three brothers. Tessie I.. Fee 
and Charles, all went out into the Civil War at its beginning, vol¬ 
unteering and becoming members of the first company that enlisted 
in the Southern Armv from Mercer Countv. Thev were member 




shoe 


.of Captain Stralev’s company, except Charles, who joined another 

company. The four brothers were in the entire four years of the 

war until the surrender at Appomattox, and came out without a 

scratch or wound of jhe flesh. Thomas J. had the heel of hi- 

shot off, his cartridge belt shot in twain and his clothes shot full of 

7 

holes and his horse shot under him. but no shot reached his flesh. 
He was the father of Walter P. Bowling, the merchant of Tophet. 
The original Bowling settlers located on the Clover Bottoms in 
the Clay settlement, and were in that region in the Indian days. 
F. A., commonly known as “Alex.." the merchant at Athens, was 
-hot in the arm and shoulder during the war. being a brave Con- 
federate soldier. When he came back from the armv he had noth- 

whatever. Tie dug “sang," sent it to Richmond, and secured 

* 1 

a suit of clothes, then raised a crop and. secured an education to 

oris, ihe late H. W. 


ing 


teach school. 


A f t n 

- *.1 UN 


r teaching several 


Stralev f urn is lied him $800 with which to begin merchandising at 

• *- C* 

Athens. He was always noted for his honesty and fair and square 
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dealing, and is now estimated to be worth easily $100,000.00. He 

* rjjgi z* **"*'’“ 

and li. \V. Straley entered into a co-partnership with Walter P. 
Bowling, and founded the business of the latter at Tophet as \V. P. 
Bowling & Co., which partnership continued for fifteen years, but 
is now owned entirely bv the younger member of the firm. 


DAVID G. BALLANGEE. 

David G. Ballangee, the postmaster at Clayton, is now sixty- 
one years of age. He married Hiss Delpl.ua Flint, and they have 
reared the following-named children: Thomas G., now 36 years 
of age; Davis A., 35 years old: John C., 32 years old; Ella C\ 30 
years old: Sarah A., 28 years old; Mina M., now 26; Medora R., 
24; Mary E., 21; Emma S., 19; Homer C., 16; and Grace L., 13 
years old. 

Mr. Ballangee is one of the enterprising farmers of the county; 

has installed a sawmill, blacksmith shop, commissary, and, having 

the postoffice, is an independent man, thrifty and honorable. He 

is a staunch Republican in politics, an advocate of the protective 

tariff, and is a Missionary Baptist. His mother was a Graham, 

daughter of Joseph Graham, and is therefore a descendant of that 

ancient family, and is the owner of the old Graham homestead 

► 

at the foot of Keener's Knob. 

Mr. Ballangee has always taken an active interest in politics, 
but not as a politician of the office-seeking kind, and while a Re- 
publican, has not been so strenuous that he has not voted for and 
supported candidates on the Democratic ticket whom he consid¬ 
ered better qualified and more worthy than the candidates on his 
own party ticket. Any country is better off by having such citi¬ 
zens as David Graham Ballangee. He was a “Union man” during 
the war, but was not an active participant, being under the age of 
enlistment at the declaration of hostilities. 


LUSHER. 

There is but one family of the name of Lusher in the countv, 

m/ * 

and Thomas Daniel Lusher, of Lick Creek, in Green Sulphur Dis¬ 
trict, is the head of that family. He resides on the “Sugar Knob.” 
and is now one of the aged citizens of that section. His father s 
name was George LuVher, who was a >oldier in the war of ESI2 
with England. He lived to the good old age of ninety-nine years, 

A * O ' ^ • r 

and when in his ninety-ninth year walked the distance of seventeen 

•* m 

miles on foot. 
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T. D. Lusher was born in Greenbrier County, on June 26, 1823, 
and served, throughout the Civil War as a soldier in the Confeder¬ 


ate Arm v. 


lie married .Miss S. J. Wood, a sister of Zacharia 
Wood,, the famous hunter and Lick Creek blacksmith. The lat¬ 
ter was born lulv 1/. 182o, and married a sister of Thomas D. 

• • 

Lusher. 

Thomas J). Lusher has for many years been a consistent tem¬ 
perance advocate, a Missionary Baptist and a Democrat. He is 

the father of Andrew Jackson T .usher. Aeniss Lusher, Sarah 

• * 

Lusher, who married Robert Hix; and Amanda, who married 
Thomas Bryant. He is now one of the oldest citizens of the Green 

Sulphur District. 


I II Ol 


JOHN LOWRY. 

lohn Lowrv was one of the first settlers on the mountain at 
* » 

head of Lick Creek. His son Gilt 


•-s resides on Lutlc Welt 


v reek, ann was for n number of years the road commissioner tor 
Greenbrier District: Samuel, who now lives in Monroe Countv 
and is engaged in the lumber business: Tolliver, who in his vounerer 
da vs emigrated to Fiesno, California, where he had bv industrv 


and thrift aecunnila-ed a handsome fortune, died in I'D 


r 

. • 


John 


L.. comm on iv known as Jack, resides on the old farm near the 
head of Lick ( reck, the spring which forms the head being known 

as Fdebu -Spring. One daughter married Henderson Allen, an¬ 
other married Andrew J. Lumber, and another married A. M. For¬ 
feit. John Lowrv. Sr., was of Kurdish descent, a shoemaker bv trade 

^ • V w 

and a man of sterling honesty. 


IiOUCHINS. 

The Houohins famiiv is of Anglo-Saxon origin, and their 


w 

^ S. t 


tlement in this countrv antedates the formation of the countv bv 

~ * •* 

many year". The first settler of the name, of which we have any 
tradition, was James Houchins, the grandfather of Win. Ilouch- 
ins. Jr., now of Lerona. \Y. \'a. He was a soldier of the war of 
1812, and resided in Monroe County, emigrating from Patrick 
Count}", Virginia. Wrn. Houchins. Sr., came to New River when 
a boy, with ins brother Tames, and both grew up into manhood in 
the territory of Pipestem District, lie was born in 180c. Win. 
Houchins. Sr. a, wife’s maiden name was McDaniel, and there were 
born to them wur t iris and two bovs. The bovs were Will. TTouch- 
ins, Jr., and Ballard. The girls were Caroline M . who married a 
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Caldwell; Mare, who died single; Martha, who died single, and 
Cela, who married the famous Primitive Baptist Minister. Joseph 
Hubbard. 

M in. ilouchius was an old-time Whig - , until that political party 
became disorganized and was absorbed by the present Democratic 
and Republican parties, a Cnion man and a I’rimitive Baptist. 
When war broke out between the States he remained loyal to the 
State of Virginia, and cast hD lot with the fortunes of the old 
Commonwealth. He was commissioner of the revenue and a jus¬ 
tice of the peace, being a land-owner and farmer by occupation, 
and a good, honest citizen, fie was also, as well as the rest of the 
old settlers, a great hunter and trapper. He and William Keaton 
killed five panthers on Lamp Creek, in Mercer County: they shot 
time about, killing one at each shot. Win. Houchins killing three 
and Keaton two, there being only five in the dock. He also killed 
five deer while standing in the same track. The wind was blowing 
from 4 he deer inwards him, and thev could not get hi >cent. 

• o 

He stood by the side of a tree, and it is said that he killed in his 
da vs at least 300 deer. 

The son of Wm, Houchins, Sr., Wm.. Jr., now resides at Co¬ 
rona Postoffice. He is one of the oldest and best equipped teach¬ 
ers of the county, and has followed that occupation for many years. 
Pie was also engaged for some time in the mercantile business, 

O r? 

and is a land-owner and farmer, still holding a Grade Xo. 1 teacher 
certificate, good for five vears, he having received that grade at the 


second examination ever had in the State under the present law. 
This shows a very complimentary standing in that profession, as 
the examinations were very rigid, and only a small proportion of 
the teachers came oufwith first grade and full term of five years. 
He married Alice Barker, a daughter of the late M. C. Barker, of 
Barker’s Bottom, on A’ew River. 

Ballard, the other son of Wm. Houchins and Marv, his wife, 

* m 

resides near the old Wm. Houchins, Sr., homestead, in Pipestem 
District. He is a farmer and a Democrat in politics. He was one 
of the brave Confederate soldiers who fought on the side of the 
“lost cause,’’ of which there were manv from that section of the 

count rv. 

to 

lames Houchins. a brother of Wm.. Sr., was one of the found¬ 


ers of the conn tv. 


He wms one of the first supervisors of the 


countv, and the old records show much of his handiwork. We are 
unabP* to give in detail but little of his familv historv. as his de- 
scendants have mostlv removed from this section. He w\a? a farmer 

w 

and land-owner and an honest man. Like his brother William, 
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he was a Democrat after the war. an old-time Whig before, and 
a Primitive Baptist. 

J here was another brother. John, who settled in Monroe 
County. 

In the passing oi these old citizens we are unfortunate in not 
having more of their personal history, for it was of such men that 
the “bone and sinew” of the land was composed, and by their 
hardy energy that the country was made habitable, and to blos¬ 
som and bloom as the rose. 

rough, strong-charactered men, 
without deceit or hypocrisy, and for what they stood were square 
from the shoulder. 


Fhese Houchins were gtufi. 


JAMES. 

The Wm. James Sons' Co., one of the leading business con¬ 
cern* of this -motion of the State, has done much for the building 

lip ui me uucr' m I filltOll aild Avis. 

The founder of this house in this county, and of the above- 
styled firm, was W illiam James, an Englishman by birth, having 
been born in London, England, on the 24th dav of March, 1S15, 
but spent his youth and until his emigration to America in the 

southern part of Wales. His mother was a Welsh lady. In 1835 
Win. lames embarked for the United States, locating for a num- 

• * 7 

her of years in Philadelphia. Pa. Later he removed to Cambria 
Count's ami resided at Edenslmrg. returning across the ocean, how- 

'A 

ever, twice, making the two vovages to induce his widowed mother 

•A m < 

to emigrate to the United States, in which efforts he was unsuc- 
ful, as she was not willing to undertake the perilous voyage, 
more perilous than now by reason of the great advancements in 
modern navigation. Tn 1S44 he intermarried with Miss Marv Ev- 

O r 

a ns of Edensburg, Pa., and of this union there, were born nine 
children, eight bovs and one daughter, the latter dying in her in- 
fanev, within a few hours after birth. 

Mr. James was a man of fine business ability and judgment, 
and accumulated a handsome fortune in the manufacture of lum¬ 
ber. and from other enterprises promoted by him. Tlis partners 
in htiMiiess were hi- sons, adhering to the doctrine that “in union 
there is strength ” admonishing his boys to adhere to this princi¬ 
ple; and the result of his wisdom in this particular is fully dem¬ 
onstrated bv the successful business operations of the “James 


Bovs. 


the tamilv being associated in all enterprises in which they 

or either of them have engaged. 

Wm. Tames, the father, with hi.- wife. reino\ed to the county 
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in 1879, beginning business, however, a year or two before under 
the firm name of Wm. James & Sons. Before his removal his son, 
George lames, and T. C. lames, the eldest son. came to Hinton 
prospecting for a business location, in the early summer of 1876, 
and in the fall of the same year the father and J. C. made another 
examination of the prospects, and before the purchase of the tim¬ 
ber lands on the Bluestone River, securing also the first charter 
for booming and damming New River, for the purpose of advan¬ 
tageously transporting logs from the mountains. Work began on 

these improvements in 1877, by J. C. James, with some laborers 
from Pennsylvania and George James. It was during the follow¬ 
ing year the great flood of 1878 occurred, which destroyed much of 
the work done bv the Jameses, and greatlv disheartened them, and 

r v O ♦ 7 

to some extent modified their plans. About the same time George 
James died from typhoid fever, and a little later another one of the 
sons, while attending school at the Universitv of Virginia, visited 

h i r | \ nr <■> ♦ 1 fll'li'O*'* nt-nd ^ tro R rv . / I I a » n •- d d « n 4 

ib Ul tR il v l ci L I 1 1 II luii , tun u u\. i cu t » j. v v v i auv^ ui vj. 

'1 heir misfortunes were quite discouraging, Out tne work went 
on. A great dam was constructed across Bluestone River, on the 
Charles Clark place, and dykes built in Greenbrier River, as well 
as a large steam saw and planing mill at Hinton, the noted James 


V 


(UK 


1 ha 


i' ir 


been acquired by Wm. James, with fine foresight, for 
the purpose of creating a harbor for the logs floated clown the riv¬ 
ers. and it was on this pond the mills were built, and on which 
two of the largest mills in this region are now located. Large 

O O 

tracts of timber and timber lands were acquired. Mr. George 
James, up to the date of his death, was largely the promoter in the 


• ^ 


construction work. lie was a magnificent young man, in the 
prime of young manhood, with the brightest prospects. He and 
his brother, J. C.. had been companions in this work, and this 
death was especially a blow to him. Mr. Howard Tames died soon 
after, being a student of medicine, and concluding his course at the 
great University of Virginia. The family, up to these deaths, 
consisted of the father and mother, Wm. and Marv, John Clarkson, 
Doctor M.. Dwight W., Alphias \V., Eben R., Howard, George 
and Herschel. Mr. James, however, regardless of the discourage¬ 
ments. determined to construct his ooerations here, and in the fall 

& 

of 1878 removed to Hinton, having purchased the “Sperry” prop¬ 
erty in Upper Hinton—a handsome residence—and a little later 
built a large frame storehouse on the corner of Third Avenue and 
Ballangee Street, in Hinton, and opened up the furniture business 
of James Brothers, which was operated by the two younger sons, 
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A. \Y. and L. Ik. manufacturing a portion of the* furniuirc at the 
Upper Hinton mills. 

Mr. \Ym. James contracted pneumonia, from which he died, 
and his remains now rest in the old cemetery on the hill in Avis. 
He was one of the founders of Ifinton. and one of Nature's noble¬ 
men, the architect of his own fortune, of a Christian character, 
leaving to his children an ample fortune, and, best of all, a noble 
character, one of which any ancestry might be proud. 

After his death the enterprises and industries which he had in 
good judgment founded continued, the widow being taken in as 
one of the partners, under the original firm name ot \Ym. James 
& Sons. Later it was changed to the \Ym. fames Sons' Co., and in 
1894 it was transferred from a copartnership into a corporation, 
under the style of the \Ym. James Sons’ Co., with J. C. James as 
president UP. L. James, a son of J. as secretary, and P. \Y. 
James as vice-president: the two younger sons, A. \Y. and E. B., 
removing back to PennsYh ama. where thev still reside in the eitv 
of Kane, a town named after the celebrated Arctic explorer, Dr. 

Kane, of which he was a native, leaving the control of the entire 

* 

business, mainlv in this State, in the hands of f. C. lames, assisted 

m • • 

bv his brother. P. \Y. lames. 

m » 

The brothers, in addition to their enterprises in this section of 
the State, engaged in the lumber business, a chemical manufactur- 

o ■ 

* 

ing plant, and railroading in Pennsylvania. They are. in addition 
to the plants in this county, interested in considerable coal lands 
and mining interests in Kanawha and Raleigh Counties. 

P. M. James graduated at the University of Virginia, and is 
a minister in the Congregational Church in the citv of Plvmouth, 

. where the Puritans landed from the Mavflower. and has 





S S 


made a reputation as a preacher of elocpicnce and ability. 

The YYm. James Sons* Company erected the first houses known 

as “flats" in Hinton, situate on Tames Street, near the foot of the 

hill. The building is some 300 feet long, two stories high, and is 

adjusted for a residence of twenty-four families: is twenty-four 

houses in one. and is frame. The only other similar building in 

«*• * 

the city is that of Hon. Azel Ford and James Laing. on Temple 
Street, constructed of brick, the front being of pressed brick. 

J. C. James, the present head of the family, resides in Hinton, 
and is one of the leading business men of the State. He is a man 
of fne business attainments, always found at the front in anv 
movement for the advancement and betterment of the public in¬ 
terests, and has done as much as any other one man towards the 
upbuilding of the community, and is looked to for his aid and good 
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judgment in any enterprise for the general betterment of condi¬ 
tions and affairs. He was one of the leaders in securing the con¬ 


struction 


o 


nd maintenance of the branch of the Young Men’s 


Christian Association of Hinton; is the president of its board, and 
has held that office since the founding of the institution, some 

O 7 

twelve years ago. He has been president of the Board of Educa¬ 
tion. elected as a Republican when the District was Democratic, 
and was laigelv responsible for the construction of the first mod¬ 
ern brick school building in the city, as well as the establishment 

o 

of a public high school. He was one of the promoters of the Hin¬ 
ton Hardware Company (wholesale and retail), its vice-president, 
and ha.s held that position from its foundation. 

He is a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, and one of the strong supporter of that organization, and 
has done more towards securing that denomination a handsome, 
permanent and substantial house of worship, as well as a neat and 
attractive residence for the minister—"parsonage”—adjoining the 
church, than any other person, Mr. James having donated liber¬ 
ally towards the costs of the erection of the old as well as the new 
church building and the minister’s home, after having donated a 
valuable lot of ground on the corner of Ballangee Street and Third 
Avenue, on which the buildings arc located, lie donated liber¬ 


ally towards securing the ground for the C. & O. Railway Com¬ 
pany's yards in Avis, when Hinton was apparently about to lose 
the division, bv reason of not having sufficient grounds on which 
to operate. He was one of the original founders of the water sys¬ 
tem for the cities of Hinton and Avis, and was the president of 
that company throughout its life of some fifteen years. He is the 
president of the LaMont Mining Company, and in the organization 
of a Board of Trade for the two cities he took an active part, and 
is one of the officers of that organization. His influence may always 
be found on the -idc of good order and of inoralitv, and of honest 

i , # ' 

government. 

In politics he is an ardent Republican, as is the entire family 
of the Jameses, but he has never been a politician or office-seeker. 
He believes in the doctrine of a protective tariff, and was a stal¬ 
wart on the monev issue following the much larger wing of his 

^ O 4 —> 

party in the campaign? of 18% and 1900. led by President McKin¬ 
ley. on the question of the gold standard versus free coinage of 
silver, at the ratio of 16 to 1. He made no false pretenses, as so 
many of our constituents do—promise to vote one way and do 
the reverse. 

It is a pleasure to contemplate a character such as we regard 
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that of James Clark James, because it is good, and not submerged 
in deceit and hypocrisy. As widely as you may differ 


lie- - 


in public matters, he hideth not his position under a bushel. 
He was united in marriage with Miss Campbell, of — 


Pennsylvania, and they have a family of four sons (one daughter 
having died in infancy)—Paul L. James, general manager of La- 
Mont Mining Company, who married Miss Carrie Bare, of V:r- 


Maurice James, secretary of LaMont Mining 


Como an v: 


gima; 

Prank James and Howard fames. 

Dwight \Y. James resides in Hinton, at the C. L. Thomoso:: 

* i 

homestead, having married Miss Alice Gott, formerly of Mercer 
Countv, West Virginia. He has. with his brother, j. C. •antes. 

» 7 O - 

conducted the lumber business of the concern in this county, he 
having direct charge of the delivery of the timber from the 
to the mills. 


TV T I 


L l. i x . 1 


PETERS. 

There are but few knmvn descendants now in the territory of 
John and Christian Peters. They did nut settle in the territory of 
the county, but near its territorial lines. They, John and Chris¬ 
tian, were both soldiers under General Nelson, in Pa Favctte’s 
* » 

Corps, in the Revolution of 1776. They were at the surrender of 
the British at Yorktown, October 19, 1781, fighting Lord Cornwallis 
at Yorktown They were of German descent, and were from the 
Valiev of Virginia. Christian was born October 16, 1760, and died 
in October, 1837. John was probably older. 

‘ It was in 1789. with their brother-in-law. Charles Walker, thev 
came to the vallev of Xew River, Christian settling on the grant 

. o o 

where Peterstown is bujlt, being named for him. Walker located 
in the lower end of Monroe County, near the Summers line. John 
settled in Giles County. 

John Peters married a Miss Simms, of Madison County. Vir¬ 
ginia. then Rockingham Countv. from whence he came. Christian 

Cm O • 

married Catharine Belcher, of Rockingham County. She spoke 
the German language and kept her German Bible in the house. 

Captain John Peters, Conrad Peters, Tames C. Peters, of Mer¬ 
cer Salt Works; Tohn Peters, of Peterstown; the late Tames M. 

• ' ^ 

Byrnside. of Peterstown: the late Mrs. C. W. Withrow and Mrs, 
„L. M. Alderson, of Green Sulphur District, are descendants of 


Christian Peters. Mrs. Alderson left surviving her one daughter. 
Miss Sallie. who married Mr. Henry Shepherd, a very estimable 
and honorable citizen of Green Sulphur District, who owns and 
lives on the old L. M, Alderson homestead. 
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Mr. James 0. Peters, of Mercer Salt Works, has been a justice 
of the peace of Pipestem District for ten years, and the postmas-. 
ter of that office for mam years. He now owns and resides on the 
old Mercer Salt Works property of some 900 acres, which he in 
recent years purchased from Hon. 15. P. Shumate. 

idle Peters are among the best citizens and truest people of the 
county. D. F. Peters, a very prominent divine of the Missionary 

Baptist Church of Parkersburg, is also a descendant of Christian 
Peters. [lie probability is that Peters Mountain was named for 
Christian Peters, although bv some another origin is claimed 
through a hunter who ranged its wilds in earlv times. 


Tohn Larue, of Havs Creek, in Monroe Countv, also married 


Oi 


descendant of Christian Peters. His son Lewis still owns and lives 


at Larue’s Springs 


on 


that creek. He taught school on Lick 


Creek many years ago, and is a most excellent citizen. 

The descendants of Tohn Peters still inhabit Giles Countv. and. 

• ^ 

like those of Christian, are among the truest and best neople of the 

South. 

Charles W. Walker, who owned and resided on a fine farm on 
New River in the Harvey settlement in Forest Hill District, and 
who died some years ago. a most enterprising and thrifty farmer, 
and who married a Peters, a sister of Henrv Peters, who lived for 
many years at the old schoolhouse on Stinking Lick in Forest Hill, 
now of Monroe Countv, and of Samuel C. Peters, the cattle dealer of 
that county, was a descendant of Charles W. Walker, the brother- 
in-law of Christian and John Peters, as was hL wife of these set- 
tiers. His children still live in this region, excepting one son. 
Dr. C. A. Walker, who is practicing his profession in Missouri 

The father of Marv Burks Alderson and Eliza \ngeline With- 

% 

row was Conrad Peters. He died in Braxton County. A brother 
of Conrad was Christian, who died in the State of Missouri. Con¬ 
rad died in Braxton 'Countv. 

* * 

lames C. Peters, the justice above mentioned, is a son of 
♦ « 

Christian. 

The onlv child of Columbus Wran Withrow and Eliza Ange- 
line ( Peters) Withrow is Fstella Burk, who married Oscar 1'. 
Honaker, an enterprising merchant and lumber dealer of Xew 

Richmond. 

Another daughter of Conrad Peters, and the only one now 

o * 

living, is Mrs. Rebecca Pack, the widow of Anderson Pack, -who 
now lives at Burden. Kansas, with her grandchildren, the Man¬ 


sers. 
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Rev. L. E. Peters, of Parkersburg, the Baptist divine, is a de¬ 
scendant also of the ancient settlers of the name in the middle New 
River settlements. 

Columbus Wran Withrow, the eldest of the Withrow genera¬ 
tion now living - in the countv, first married a daughter of Brice 

1 - o 

Milier, an ancient settler at the loot of the Lick Creek side of 
Keenev’s Knob. He was the father of William Anderson Miller 

m' 

and Andrew Jackson Miller. The former married a daughter of 


William DeOuasie, the Frenchman, the latter a Duncan, daughter 
of Charles Duncan and Cassie (Alderson) Duncan, and they now 
live at Roanoke. Nathan A. Miller is a trusted locomotive en¬ 
gineer now living in Hinton, a son of A. J. Miller. W. A. Miller 
died on the Brice Miller farm, now owned by John L. George. 
Other daughters of Brice Miller married Vardeinan DeOuasie; 
Joseph Fink, the father of Rev. J. Newton Fink, the Baptist min- 


r of New Richmond, and Andrew Hix and T. J. 
Cornelius Miller, another son of A T Miller 




'T' ^ J r* 4 4- 


District. A few vears ago, when returning to his home on Hun- 
gart’s Creek with a considerable amount of money on his person, 
when a short distance up the creek, near where E. D. Alderson 
now' lives, about dark he was visited by robbers, knocked down, 
badlv wounded and robbed of all his money. A vigilant effort 

w ' 

was made by the county authorities to apprehend the robbers, 
but they made their escape in the darkness into the Big Bend 
Mountains and escaped, and Mr. Miller was never able to identity 
the robbers or secure the return of his propeity. 


T. N. COOK. 

» 

Thomas N. Cook, a native of Greenbrier County, married Miss 

Florence Miller, sister of Robert Miller, March 9. 187F He is a 

native of Nicholas Countv, but has been a resident of Summers 

* 

County for the past twenty years. He was a brave soldier in the 
Confederate Artnv, belonging to the Nicholas Blues. Twenty- 
second Regiment, and later the Thirty-sixth Virginia Regiment, 
and lost a leg in battle. He spent most of his life before locating 
in this county in Nicholas. Tlis captain was lion. C. T. Smith, 
of Nelson County, Virginia, and for a number of years was located 
at Ronceverte—a lawyer and politician, and served after the war 
a number of terms in the Senate of Virginia. Mr. Cook, although 
coming otV of the war. went to work and has succeeded against 

r> 1 

great disadvantages, having accumulated a considerable fortune. 
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He is a schoolmaster by profession; has operated one of the first 
liveries established in Hinton; engaged in farming at one time, 
purchasing the Curtis Alderson place on Lick Creek, where he 
resided for some time. He is a consistent missionary Baptist and 
a Democrat; a man of high integrity and honor. Mr. Cook was 
one of the early settlers of Hinton. 


THE HUTCHINSON FAMILY. 


The Hutchinson family is a family of the older settlers of For¬ 
est Hill District, and consisted of two brothers who settled in that 
district many years ago, and were the sons of Jacob Hutchinson, 
James A. and John Hasten. James A. was a missionary Baptist, 
while John M. was very prominent in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, both brothers being active in church affairs, and were 
consistent Christian pioneer 0 . James A. was kno* v " Gticp the war 

as Major Jim Hutchinson, having been a iuajui in die Vii^inia 
militia before the war. After the war he was township treasurer 
of the school fund. Thev were born in Forest Hill District, in 

w 

what was then Monroe Countv. their father removing from Au- 
gusta County and settling in Forest Hill many years before the 
war. 


Major James A. Hutchinson left surviving him Alonza M.. Wel¬ 
lington, Lewis, J. E. and T. Af. A. M. Hutchinson was for 

eight vears Assistant Assessor of Summers County, filling one 

^ ^ ^ ^ _ 

term as deputy for John Lilly: the other, as deputy for W. C. 
Dobbins. He was also, like his father, a consistent Christian of 
the missionary Baptist denomination, and has filled the position 
of moderator for the-Greenbrier Association for the long period of 
ten years. He now holds the position of jury commissioner for 
the county under appointment from the judge of the circuit court. 

Wellington is a farmer near Forest Hill, as is also Lewis. J. E. 
was a prominent minister in the missionary Baptist Church, and 
T. M. is engaged in the mercantile business at Forest Hill, and is 

“ o 

the postmaster at that place, which position he has held for several 
vears. 


James A. Hutchinson also left four daughters. Mrs. Eliza Ann. 

*/ t * 

resides 


Mildred J.. Mary C., who married William Gillespie, who r 
at Talcott, and Louisa A., who married William A. r loode, of Forest 
Hill District. John Maston Hutchinson, the other brother, left two 
sons. Janies A. and Richard A., who both emigrated to Jackson. 
Ohio, at which place thev still reside. 
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WILLIAM B. WIGGINS. 

About 13/ u there appeared on Greenbrier River one of the 
quaintest personalities known to the historv of the countv. He 
appeared as the representative of the large grant of land known 
as the Rumford Tract, of several thousand acres. His wife was a 
Rumford. All the heirs, including Margaret Rumford, an ancient 

7 O « A 

maiden lady, Mary B. Pyle, Richard Humphries and Lucy B.. 
Spain, lived in Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

Wiggins was eccentric and peculiar and finely educated, writing 
a magnificent and beautiful hand, as can be seen on the record 
deed books in the office of the clerk of the countv court, where he 
was engaged as deputy tor some time under E. H. Peck, clerk. He 
had been at one time paymaster in the army of the United States; 
had been charged with irregularities in keening bis accounts ; came 

O 4. 1 

out. sport in his accounts, and w ?s fried, convicted cuid sentenced 
to confinement in the penitentiary, but was only sent to jail. After 
serving for some time, he was paroled by President U. S. Grant, 
and on his release be emigrated to this country and took up his 
abode, and remained until Ins death, at an advanced age of about 

r ~ 

eighty rears, 

O mm 

His bondsmen at one time, about 1880, gave him up, came out 
from Wilmington and carried him back to confinement, but he 
secured his release and returned. He had. before his downfall, been 
mavor of the citv of Wilmington, and was a licensed lawver, and 

4 • «r C* • 

was too “handy” with his pen. He built a queer-shaped house 
with four sides at Wiggins, where he lived alone, doing his own 
cooking and housekeeping. 

In 1890 he was the Republican nominee for clerk of the circuit 
court against R. L. Huge. He wrote deeds and other legal docu¬ 


ments and did a general scrivener's work, being well qualified for 
that work. He w as an architect of accomplishment, and had a wide 

reputation in all tlie region tor his accomplished penmanship and 
education, hut in business matters he was a failure. His wife’s 
interest in the Rumford patents of POO acres was not sufficient for 

i 

him to make an ordinary jiving from, and he died in want and 
. - • % 

the Past. He had one son, Mr. 

Baldwin Locomotive Works. 


m 


v> L cilk 


♦ ’i ** 


■ 

novertv. Ids wife remaining 

i - ** 

Charles Wiggins, an emplo\e 

* 

Philadelphia, ami a daughter, who married an Episcopal clergyman 

in Boston bo the name of Cobbs. 

m 

He secured the establishment of a post office at Wiggins, which 
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was named after him, and was the first postmaster, lie secured 
the establishment also of Don Station on the C. & O. Railway at 
the same place, four miles from Hinton, on the Greenbrier. 

I • 


DeQUASIE. 


While lolin and Alex Miller were engaged in the mercantile 

«r ^7 <3 


business on 1 ick Creek, many years before the war, a Frenchman 
bv the name of William DcOuasie and his wife came onto that 
creek, carrying all their belongings in a bundle on their backs. 

• O O Cw 

They had no money, credit or property, and could scarcely make 

themselves understood in the English language. They procured 

a piece of land and applied to the Millers for a peck of seed corn, 

which they refused. They were industrious, thrifty, saving people. 

and before the death of the said Millers they had borrowed many 

dollars from these thrifty foreigners. They saved money and in- 

1 


vesica it 


T 


1 


Wi rou mountain nf tfopi 


o n n 111 r 1* ( 
1 


several hundred acres on the Hump Mountain, lived to an old age, 
and at their deaths left large landed interests, as well as money 
and lands . to their children. Their descendants are numerous. 
Yardeman, Lorenzo and Harrison were their sons. Squire William 
DeOuasie. cf Fayette County, is a grandson. Wm. Anderson Mil¬ 
ler, a son of Brice Miller, of Keeney's Knob, married a daughter, 
Mary, and the wife of C. W. Wise, of Lick Creek, and of Marion 
Wise, of Xew River, who emigrated from Patrick County several 
years ago. are daughters of W. A. Miller and Mary Miller, nee 
DeOuasie. Cornelius Stickler, of the Hump Mountain, married 


another daughter. Andrew [. Stickler being their sou and a grand- 
son of the DeOnasies. , These old pioneers could not read or write 
in English, but when William died he made a last will, devising his 
property to his wife, and at her death she made a will likewise pro¬ 
viding for their children, and especially for a daughter and son, 
Harrison and Betty, who were non compos mentis. 


NOEL. 

The pioneer resident physician of the lower end of this county 
was Dr. Xorbin AY Xoel, who was born near the Peaks of Otter 
in the countv of Bedford. Virginia, on the 6th dav of March, 1825. 
After reaching his majority, he removed with his parents to the 
countv of Franklin, in which county he married Miss Mary W ebb, 

-r • 

on the 30th dav of August. 1856. After his marriage he began to 
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prepare hitnseli for the medical profession. Tie attended lectures 
and took a medical course at the Philadelphia College of Medicine, 
Philadelphia, Penn., after which he removed with his family to 
Green Sulphur Springs, and located for the purpose of practicing 
the medical profession. Within a short time after his location at 
that place—some three or four years—the Civil War began, and he 
returned to Franklin County, Virginia, and enlisted as a private 
soldier, but was soon promoted to a lieutenant in his company, 
and shortlv after was assigned to the Twentv-second Virginia 

- O m* O 

Regiment as a surgeon, in which capacity lie remained until the 
close of the war. 

Dr. Noel was a Virginia gentleman, and a true Southerner, 

believing until the day of hi? death in tlie justness of the principles 

♦ 

and the cause for which he enlisted and fought. At the close of 
the war Dr. Xoel returned to Green Sulphur Springs, and again 
entered into the active practice of his profession, which he followed 
arduously to the close of his life, which occurred on the 6th d 
of Mav. 1892. 

His practice extended throughout Green Sulphur District into 
Favette. Raleigh and Greenbrier Counties, and he was for manv 


t ^ 

1 U r 


years the only physician in all that region. His travels were by 
night as well as bv dav. over rough mountains and through all 
kinds of weather: distance, inclemencv of the weather. roughtie>s 
of the roads or dangers from the streams never deterred him from 

s 

attending a call. He was trulv a benefactor in those times to all 
that region of countrv. His charges were moderate, and he took 

o ~ ^ • 

in payment for his services such of those things raised on the 
farm, because the people in those days were unable to pay for 
medical strives with currency. TTe never was known to sue or 

ft 

enforce the collection of medical bills. 

His familv consisted of his wife, an intelligent ladv. educated 
at Holland's Institute: one sou. Dr. Edgar E. Xoel. who following 
in his father's footsteps, adopted the medical profession, now lo¬ 
cated at Green Sulphur Springs, and is one of the wealthiest and 


most prominent citizens in 


Summers Countv. He married 


a 


daughter of Thomas A. George, of Lick Creek. The onlv daughter 

V? • * - 

of Dr. Xoel. Miss Willie, married Mr. John W. Hale, of Southwest 

♦ 

Virginia. Dr. Xoel wa> a prominent citizen of the county at the 
date of it- formation, and at the solicitation of friends in 18-—. 
made the race for clerk of the countv court, but was defeated bv 

* W 

a small maiornv through a combination of circumstances. lie was 

% m 

a mar. of firm character. learned in his rrofession ami a Christian 

% 

gentleman. 
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WILLIAM C. DOBBINS. 


The Rev. William C. Dobbins came to this county from Mont¬ 
gomery County shortly after the close of the Civil War. lie was 
a member of the Thirty-sixth Regiment under General McCaus- 


Johi 


He was reared in Mont 


rr 


1 ! „ - . 

IJCrtii. 


T 1_ * * _ \ 

i it ii iS icuCCS iOi 


gotnerv County, and was married in that county to Miss Mary F. 
Bird. He was horn August 20, 1839. In 1881 he was elected 
assessor, with Alonzo M. Hutchinson as his deputy. They served 
four years, and at the end of that term was re-elected for an ad- 
ditioual four years, with Peter M. Grimmett as his deputy, servin 
in all eight years. For twenty-five years he was a minister in the 
primitive Baptist Church, after which he left that denomination 
and joined the Missionary Baptists, in which church he has been 
a minister for fifteen years. In politics Mr. Dobbins is a Rcpub- 

r he ran independent, but later was 
nominated by the Republican party for tne Legislature, but was 
defeated by John W. Johnson. This was in 1888. He and Erastus 
H. Peck were in a combination in one of Mr. Peck's races for clerk 
of the county court. Mr. Peck agreed to pay Mr. Dobbins a certain 
sum of money, and did execute his note therefor in order to secure 
his influence and the support of hiinsell and friends, but afterwards 
Mr. Dobbins claimed that Mr. Peck hail repudiated the business 
part of the transaction. Mr. Dobbins has always been a prominent 
citizen from the foundation of the county. He has a family of four 
boys and one daughter. His daughter, Mary Alice, married J. L. 
Farrow. His sons are W. J. Dobbins, B. M. Dobbins, D. C. Dob¬ 
bins and A. T. Dobbins. In his first race for assessor he defeated 
Levi M. Ncelev. and in his second, Walter H. Boude. In those 

_ m 

races no nominations were made by either political party, and there 
were always a great number of candidates, especially for that office. 
Mr. Dobbins, in his early days, was a strong man, but in late years 
has not taken an active interest in political matters. 


JONES. 

Jesse Jones was born near Hilldale, in Monroe County, and 
settled, lived and died .a prosperous man. merchant and farmer on 
Wolf Creek, at Bradshaw Church. This family of Joneses are of 
Welsh descent. His mother was from Grayson County. Virginia— 
Miss Marcaret M. Miller—and she married a Charlton as her sec- 
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ond husband, and by him was the mother of the venerable 1. 1 
Charlton, of Charlton’s Mill, un Madam’s Creek. 


I'lie only family of the descendants of |es>e Jones in this county 
is William \Y. louts, of Taleott. one of the oldest and most re- 
speeted merchants in the county. The mercantile business of which 
he is the present owner and successor was founded in IS->7. The 
style of the firm was Stafford. Thrasher & Co., and later 1. \Y. 
Jones & Brother. J. W. Jones, the otlier member of this firm, was 
later, in 1875, accidentally killed in his store by a pistol in his own 
hands. This was September 17. 1875. The business was first be¬ 
gun at Rollinsbnrg*. on the opposite-side of the river from Taleott. 
and moved to Taleott. on the building of the railway into the conn- 

c 

try. Mr. Jones was the first express agent in that town, which 
position he held for many years, and is -till doing a general mer¬ 
cantile busiiK\-> in his ancient storehouse, the one at Rollinsburg 

if* 

remaining only as a relic and reminder of the past. Fie was a sol- 
dier of the Confederate States Army through the war. being a 

l ' 

member of Captain Reed's Company B. Edgar’s Battalion. He 

% 

has been a member of the Board of Education of his District, has 
been a consistent Missionary Baptist, and the people of the com¬ 
munity have great faith in his honor and integrity. When the citi- 

m •^ r 

zens of Taleott were sued in the Karnes case, and their homes am 


i 

i 


property threatened, he was selected as one of the Committee of 


Safety, along with Mes? 

• - — - 


. Manning and Ford. 


In 1894 lie married 


Miss 


C. Hawkins, of Rockv Point, Monroe County, who 


died on the 15th of January. 1894. 

The otlier children of Jesse Jones were J. W. Jones, Andrew 
J. Jones, the merchant of Alderson: James M. and Lewis A., who 
reside in Monroe County, the latter at the old place on Wolf Creek. 

ft 

His daughters were Maty A., who married Jacob Hall, who died, 

* • ^ 

and she then married W. P. Willis; and Catharine, who married 

G. W. Hill. 

W. W. Jones was also one of the promoters and stockholders 
of the Taleott Toll Bridge Company, which was instrumental in 
the construction of the new iron bridge at that place. At one time 
he owned the Taleott ferry across the Greenbrier at that place, 
which he sold to Captain Thomas C. Maddv. a descendant of that 
oid and honorable family of first settlers by the name of Maddv, an¬ 
other of which is Thaddeus Maddv, of Raleigh, Raleigh Countv. 

W r . \V. Jones is the oldest merchant in point of time engaged 
in the business in the county, and a very enterprising and Chris- 
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tian gentleman, a Missionary Baptist and a Democrat. He was 
for many years, until he resigned, the agent for the Adams Express 
Co. at Talcott. 


CAPTAIN MARK MILLER. 

Marcus Marion Miller is a son oi Grief Miller, a native of Ap¬ 
pomattox County, Virginia ; was reared in that county and Lees- 
ville, in Campbell County, where he lived twenty-one years, and 
when he left there and came to Mercer County and located on Flat 
Top Mountain, he had $21,000, and owned twenty-one slaves. He 
became a verv wealthv man. and owned large boundaries of land 

- o 

around Princeton. He owned the site of Bluefield, and died in re¬ 
cent years. He was of Scotch-Irish descent. He left four sons—- 
Marcus Marion, Chas. II., who was a judge in Bland County, Vir- 
ginia, for a number of years, and finally removed to Texas, where 
he d ; ed. Another <snn was Dr. Thomas Miller, a graduate in medi¬ 
cine of the University of Xew York. He died some years ago in 
Texas, where he located, on the settlement of that State, The 
other son. William, was a professional school teacher. 

Marcus Marion Miller is still a resident of Hinton, in Sum¬ 
mers County. He was.born on the 25th day of September, 183-1. 
In 1855 he emigrated to and resided for some years at Camden, Ar¬ 
kansas, where he was elected clerk of the count"-' court of Sevier 
County, also clerk of the probate court. Returning to West Vir¬ 
ginia, he engaged in the mercantile business in Mercer County, and 


was one of the pioneer lumber men at the time of the building and 
directlv after tHe C. & O. Rv., in which business he was engaged 
for twenty-five years. He was a captain in the Confederate Army 

~ k 

during the whole war. and was a captain of the State militia at the 
beginning of the war. He was a drill master at Fort Smith and 
Fort McCullough, in Arkansas. He was one of the few soldiers 
engaged during the entire war who never saw a Union soldier, 
being located as drill master, and required to prepare recruits and 
send them on to the front. He was under the command of General 

Pike. 

Captain Miller is a Knight, of Pythias and an Odd Fellow, who 
takes great interest in the secret order work, being captain of the 
uniform drill in the Uniform Rank of Odd Fellows. He is Presbv- 

m 

terian in religious belief and Republican in politics and principles. 
He first married Elizabeth Branch Herndon, fudge Herndon, of 


s ^ 
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McDowell Circuit Court, is his nephew. His second wife was Edith 
Billingslv. a widow and the mother of that excellent citizen Samuel 
Billingsly, tile lumberman and farmer of Pawley's Creek. 


GEORGE 


Thomas George was one of the early settlers in the Meadows 
of Greenbrier County, near the Summers line; was of Seotch-Irish 
descent and an orphan, having been raised hv his uncle. Thomas 
Moore. He came originally front the county of Rappahannock, in 
Virginia, in the Valiev of Virginia. He had one brother and sev- 

1— w k ' 

oral listers. "The listers all married and -ettled in the West. The 
brother of Thomas was older, and bv the old laws, under the Eng- 

W k * 

lish customs, the older son inherited the estate. This brother is 


understood to ha\ e settled in Missouri. Then 


married Catha¬ 


rine McCoy, and raised twelve children, all of whom 1 i\ cel to ma- 

r u r itv and to old ao-p ^hree b^v« and m'nr- crirU Gallic married 




Tohn Gvcirin. who settled in the Little Meadows, lane married Enos 

* % 

Huffman, and lived on Muddv Creek. Betsv married Jacob Sur- 

a Slia- 


baugh, and lived in the (5rassy Meadows. Mary married a 1 
ver. and lived in Xicholas County. Cxnthia married a Frazier, and 
moved to Ironcon, ( >hio. Elize married a MeCrarv, and settled in 
Lewis County. Catharine mairied Daniel Sunmer. and also resides 
in Lewi-' County. Malinda married a Boggess, and lived in Fay¬ 
ette Countv. Margaret married Harrv B. Miller, a son of John 


Miller, who moved to Gentry County, Missouri. The boys were 

William, who settled on Muddv Creek, and whose wife was Ruth 

* 

Conner. The other sons were John and 'Thomas Lewis, who had 

one son. John Frazier George, who resided for a number of s ears at 

*■ * • 

the old place near Mcfliienr.y Chapel, in the Grassy Meadows; 
thence removed to Hinton, and later to Orange Countv, Virginia, 

■ O • * 

in which countv he now resides. The girls were Emilv, who mar- 

ried James H. Bledsoe, the mother of Randolph and James Owen 

Bledsoe, now citizens of Hinton, and Champion Bledsoe, of the 

Meadows, and Miss Sallie. Another daughter. Virginia, married 

Tames W. Alderson, who now lives at Foss, in this counts - , and 

the other daughter. Miss .Mice, married Tolm L. Duncan, who lives 

% 

at Oak Hill, in Fayette County. John George was the father of 

and three bovs. Martha married a 


eleven children—eight 


ii 1 


Marion 


Currv; Elizabeth married Peter Maddv; Sarah, married 
Gwinn ' Marv married a McClung: Cvnthia married Pharas Harrah, 
and \ lrginia. who married Hill Xickell. now live 5 in Colorado. 
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The sons were John A. George, who married Elizabeth Denson 
Miller, daughter of Captain A. A. Miller, and who owns the A. A. 
Miller plantation. He was married in 18n8. He was a brave soldier 
m the Confederate Army through the Civil War. was a member of 

«r 

Edgar’s Battalion, is a Presbyterian and a Demociat. Wiiliam 

O * m 

V. George, another son of John, died in Texas. Thomas A. George 
married Miss Mar\ Hinehman, a granddaughter of the English set- 
tier, William Hinehman, of near Lowell. He settled on and be¬ 
came the owner of the Robert Miller farm of several hundred acres 

t the close of the war, 

9 

and lives there to this dav. His children are lames IT. George, cash- 

•r %• G 

ler of the Bank of Wyoming, who was sheriff of Summers County 
for four vears, from Tanuarv 1. 1S‘37, to December 31, L'OQ; and 

V to 

John L. George, who resides with his father on Lick Creek; Miss 

Xoel. and Miss Nina, who mar- 


on Lick Creek near Green Sulphur Spri.u 


^ ^ Cl 




months; thence to Rock Island, Illinois. 


Minnie, who married.Dr. Edgai 

' o 

ried Sam McClurg; and Ella. 

Thomas V George entered the Confederate Armv in LC>] loi 

o 

on the 7th day of October, 1 Su 3, was captured by the Federal sol¬ 
diers under Biazer w hile returning and near hi.- home on a furlough. 
He was carried to Fayetteville and placed in jail; from thence taken 
to Charleston; thence to Wheeling; thence to Camp Chase, where 
he remained for three 
where lie v.a- detained eighteen months, and released in juiv, 1 So5. 
He was married to Miss Marv Svmms Hinehman Vugu.st 31. 1865. 

He is one oi the leading citizens of Summers County, engaged in 
farming anu stock dealing. 

o o 

Dr. P. A. George, of Ronceverte; Arthur George, of Hinton ; 
Miss Norma, of Colorado, are children of John A. George. The 
< leorges arc among the most substantial citizens and the oldest 

o e , 

settlers of this region, and their descendants are scattered over 
many States. 

Another son of Thomas A. George was Rev. Wm. George, an 
accomplished Presbyterian minister, who went West, and in early 
manhood died from pneumonia. He was a graduate of Hampden 
Sydney College, with bright prospects for the future. Margaret 
Miller, daughter of Robert Miller, the senior, married Alex. Mc¬ 
Clurg. who settled in Missouri. 

• ■ 

Pie is one of the main supports of the Presbyterian Church, and 
a Democrat in politics. John George, the 


f m r I-. r» 
i <«. ~ 11 L 


of Thomas 


V 


was killed by a horse kicking him, in the ban: on the George place 
on Lick Creek while on a visit to that place. 

These Georges are descendants on their mother’s side of Robert 


I 
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Miller, a half brother of John Miller. Sr., who settled on Lick Creek 
where T. A. George now resides. He was the owner of three slaves 
before the war, and built a large hewed two-storv log house on 

C? v o 

the site where the modern frame residence now stands. The wife 
of Robeit Miller was born in Philadelphia, Penn. They left at 
their death eight children, four hovs, William, who died at an 
old age in the Meadows at the foot of Sewell Mountain. Before 
removing to the Meadows he owned the Goddard and Dean farms 
on top of the mountain near Elton, and formerly known as the 
Sampson-Ziekafoose plaee. The other sons were John and Alex¬ 
ander, who never married, and lived and died on the old farm 


where Thomas A. Georue now li\ 


es. 


T 1 - 


nev were large land own¬ 


ers anrl enterprising men. and operated an ancient mercantile es¬ 
tablishment on the site of the present Gwinn, Flint & Co. estab¬ 
lishment. Thev at times owned large tracts of wild lands on 

* u 

Kppupv’s Knob, Chemnut Mountain, W ar Ridge, ami in Faveire 

^ o «• 


v_,c>uiity , 


i 

clliti \V 


v/re wealthv men in their claw 


TU, 

1 11V. V 


\V V I V. 


• * • t— 

t >\J t ll 


buried in the Miller graveyard on the old John Miller, Sr., farm. 
Of the other son, whose name was Robert, we have no history, as 
he emigrated West and was lot sight of. Jle w r as understood to 
have settled in Missouri. The four girL of Robert Miller w’ere. 
Pollv, Betsv, Tean and Margaret, lean married Tohn Alexander, 
of Monroe County; Mary married Thomas Ferry and settled in 
Missouri; Betsv married Grig>bv Lewis, of the Meadows, and 

• O - 

Margaret married lohn George. There was another daughter of 

CP 4 1 o 

[ohn George, Sr.. Louisa, who married James Houston Miller, who 
removed to Texas, and she died there. 


CARDEN. 

Isaac Carden was of English descent, a native of Botetourt 
Countv, Virginia, horn in l/'U, and died August 31, 1863, and is 
buried at Barger’s Springs. He was a soldier in the American 
Army in the war with England in 1815, and was at Hamp¬ 
ton Roads when peace was declared. After being discharged from 

the armv bv reason of the termination of the war. he located on 

— 

Greenbrier River at what was then, and was for years afterwards, 
known as Carden Springs, later as Barger’s Springs, and now as the 
Greenbrier Springs. He built a two-story log house, still standing 
on that property, which F now 107 years old. He purchased that 
farm with his brother. John Carden, who lived where V. J. Tabor 
now’ resides. Allen Carden lived on the land now’ owned by E. \Y. 
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Tavlor; Allen later moved to Tennessee, and lohn to Illinois. Allen 
wa< a singing* master and author, ITis nephew, Allen A. Carden, 
now seventy years old, resides in Hinton. 

Hciae Carden left surviving him John M. Carden, the present ef¬ 
ficient deputy clerk of the County Court of Summers County. I. G. 
Carden and Allen A. Carden ; two girls, Mary I., who married W. B. 

O ' w' ^ 

Barger, and Amanda, who married Thomas Webb, who died, leaving 

V 1 1 

one child ; McKendrie, who married Andrew L. Campbell. After the 
death of Isaac Carden, the ancestor, the Carden plantation was di¬ 
vided into five parts, one part to each child. Each of the three 
brothers were brave soldiers in the Confederate Army through the 
Civil War. each being members of Lowry’s Battery, each volunteer¬ 
ing in 1861, and were true and honorable soldiers. ]. M. and A. A. 

A ’ •• 

Carden now reside in Hinton; I. G. resides at Forest Hill: he has 

been deputy sheriff of the county for sixteen years. John M. Carden 

built one of the first hotels in the citv of Hinton, which he named the 

Hotchkiss House, after Stonewall Tackson’s famous courier. Maior 

Jed Hotchkiss The Carden brothers, sons of A. A. Carden, now 
* 

own and operate The Carden Hardware Company, doing business 
near the court house. Each of the Cardens are enterprising citi¬ 
zens, among the substantial and progressive people of this region. 


KEATLEY. 

The founder of the Keatley family came from Ireland early in 

the eighteenth century. Elis name was James Keatley, and he 

settled at the mouth of Indian Creek: another brother settled m 

Pennsylvania. The two brothers emigrated' together from Ireland. 

» 4 ^ 

James Keatley settled at the mouth of Indian, and died, leaving 
five sons, James, Henry, Joseph, John and Wilson. W ilson died 
in the Confederate Armv during the Civil War, of which army 
each of the brothers were soldiers, except James. Joseph located 
in Wyoming Countv in 1870; Henry on Stinking Lick, in Sum¬ 


mers County, and John in Mercer County. Joseph returned to 
the mouth of Indian in 1S C, 0. purchasing a part of the Fowler plan¬ 
tation, at which place he died in 1899, leaving surviving Andrew 
Jackson Keaflev and George, now residing in Favette Countv. 
James now lives at Montgomery, in Fayette County; Louis ar the 
same place; Robert is also a resident of Fayette Comity, and the 
following daughters, Marv, who married George Sanger; Ellen, 
who married Morris Harvev; Jennv, who married \\ . B. Light. 






520 


HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


each of whom reside iu Fayette County; Malindv, who married 


Louis Shumate, 


oi 


Wyoming- Countv; Ann, who married Mr. 

- C ~ * 7 


Houchins. A. J. Keatlev and George were twin brothers, born 
May 11, ISbS, and for some time they owned jointly and operated 


the lower Indian 


ek "Mill. In 1904 A. I. Keatlev was elected 


sheriff of Summers County, as the regular nominee of the Demo¬ 
cratic part\', which office he has faithfully filled, with Walter P. 
Bowling his efficient deputy, Mr. Keatley’s majority 


being over 


four hundred (400), his opponent being Ashby Brown, of Meadow 
Creek. A. J. Keatlev, during his term as sheriff of the county, 
resided at Barger Springs, he and James D. Bolten being the pro¬ 
prietors of that re-ort, and are engaged in business under the firm 
name of Bolten 5c Keatlev, having taken charge of that property 

in the A-ear 1905 under a lease for five years. Mr. Keatlev married 

- * 

Miss Finnic Harvey, a daughter of the late Allen L. Harvev. 


Henry Keatlev died at Hinton a few years ago. lie was quite 
a celebrated charade throughout hi> eariv lile. being charged, in 

o ^ • 

connection with a number of others, in the commission of various 
offenses in violation of law, and spent some time in jail, charged 
with the burning of Walker 5c Peter’s tobacco barn, convicted at 
one trial and new trial given, and he was proven to be innocent. 
He was a man of shrewd sense, and left survi\ ing him two sons, 
Jorden and James, and one daughter. Lydia, w ho married Samuel 
Xunlev, who lives on Madam’s Creek. 

James Keatlev lived to an advanced age, and died recently at 
the old Keatlev homestead at the mouth of Indian. Each of the 
Keatlev brothers were Democrats in politics, and strong secession- 
icts. except James, who was a strong Fnion man and Republican; 
lie married a Garten, one of a family of tlie first settlers of the New 
River Valiev of Summers Countv—a daughter of Goodall Garten, 

• mf 

who was an ancient horse-trader and who settled, lived and died 
on Xew River opposite Gatliff’s Bottom, and owned an island in 
New Ri\-er at that point. James Keatlev left two sons, John and 
Lewis, now dead. Wilson Keatlev was the father of "Squire” 
James M. Keatlev at Indian Mills, dying during the war. His 
son, James M., owns the old homestead and was elected a justice 
of the peace of Forest Hill District, and held the office to the sat- 
isfaction of his constituents for four years, and is an enterprising 
farmer. There are a number of the descendants of the original 

Keatlev in this section of the State. Sheriff A. J. Keatlev 
has two boys, Harvey and Joseph, and one daughter. Virginia. 
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FORD. 

William Harrison Ford, one of the substantial farmers of Lick 
Creek, was born in Greenbrier County April 13, 1816. He is still 
hale and hearty, and has lived all his life in this region. He came 
to the county from Sewell, in Fayette County, eighteen years ago, 
purchasing the William B. McNeer place on Slater’s Creek, where 
he resides with his son. Rufus H. Ford, one of the substantial and 
enterprising men of the county, and who married Miss Dora Har¬ 
row. The other sons of William H. Ford are John H., who mar¬ 
ried Miss Arathusa Duncan ; Wallace A., who married Miss Sabina 
George, and now residing in Fayette County, and two daughters, 
Cyntha Alice, who married Walter H. Boude, the present clerk of 
the circuit court, and Martha, who married John Gibson, of Fay¬ 
ette County. 

The land on which Mr. Ford now lives was granted by the 

old the place 
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for a gun and buckskin waistcoat. Later, the land came into the 
ownership of John C. and William Xewton McNeer, heirs of Wil¬ 
liam B. McNeer, who sold to the present owner. 


FREDEKING. 

There were three brothers emigrated from Germany in 1848, 
who located in Southwest Virginia—Charles Fredeking, Carl A. 


Fredeking and Lee Fredeking. Thcv each removed to Summers 

o o 

Count}' in 1873, locating in Hinton, and were three of the first 
settlers of that town. They were each educated Germans, well 
instructed in English and enterprising gentlemen. Lee engaged 
in mercantile pursuits, and died a few years after his settlement, 
leaving a widow, the venerable Mrs. Martha Fredeking. who is 
the mother of Mrs. Robert R. Flannagan; Lee. who is a telegraph 
operator in Hinton, and W. L. Fredeking, who is a jeweler, and is 
now one of the wealthy men of that city, prominent in business 
affairs, the present president of the Hinton Water, Light & Sup¬ 
ply Company, a stockholder in the Bank of Summers and numerous 
other business enterprises and corporations, and has been recorder 
of the city of Hinton for three terms. Otto Fredeking, another 
son, is a locomotive engineer and director in the Citizens Bank, 
and interested in various business enterprises. 

Charles Fredeking engaged in mercantile pursuits, an artist of 
ability and reputation. He originated and had constructed under 
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his direction the first theatrical enterprise established in Hinton; 
painted the scenery throughout with his own hands. lie died 
several years ago, leaving* his son, A. G. Fredeking, a locomotive 
engineer, a deputy game and fish warden under Governor's Daw¬ 
son’s administration, and three daughters. Miss Lena, who married 
R K. I.itsinger; Miss Laura, who married L. E. Dyke, and Mrs. 
Hazeltine, the milliner. 

Carl Alexander Fredeking, the third brother, lived for many 
years after the death of the two older brothers, Charles and Lee. 
tie lived to see the city of Hinton grow from an insignificant ham¬ 
let of no population, into a strong, populous and wealthy town of 
more than 6.000 souls. He was an enlightened and enterprising 
man, a merchant and >oldier of fortune, engaged at one time in the 
export of timber to Europe, and took a lively interest in political 
affairs. He died on the 14th day of May, 1907, at his home in 
Hinton, respected by all men. After emigrating to America when 
the Ci iniean War was declared, he was in Louisville, Kv. He 
enlisted a company of soldiers for that war, carried them to New¬ 
foundland, across the Atlantic (Ocean, enlisted under the flag of 
Great Britain and the allied armies against Russia. He fought at 
the battle of Balaklava, and took a part in the famous charge in 
that fight. After the termination of this war, he returned to South¬ 
west Virginia, and in 1S73 came to Hinton, first engaging in the 

O o C? O 


mercantile bu>iness, building the store and residence building now 
owned bv Dr. Fox, on the corner of Ballangee Street and Second 
Avenue, which was then a barren held, which showed his faith in 
the future of the town. Later, he engaged in the export of walnut 
timber te> Europe, and in 1878 had a large and valuable cargo lying 
in the James River, awaiting transportation, when the hood came 
and carried all of his* accumulations out to sea, thereby losing his 
entire fortune. About this time he returned to Germanv, married 
Miss Helena Schmidt, who survives. He was twice justice of the 
peace and was coroner for the county at the time of his death. 
Fie left surviving Herbert. Walter, C arl, Lilian and Frankie, who 
married Wm. Callison, and Miss Alice, who married A. G. Flana¬ 


gan. all 



j 


ried Dr. Timberlake, of Fayette County. Fie was justice of the 
peace for eight years, and one of the main supports of the Lresby- 
teiian Church from the date of its organization until his death. 
The Fredekings have always been prominent in the affairs of the 
county from its formation practically. 
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ALDERSON. 


Tiie Aldersons were among the first settlers west ot the Alle¬ 
gheny Mountains. George Alderson was the first pioneer Baptist 
minister west of that range, and settled at the town of Alderson 
and organized the Missionary Baptist Church in this region of the 
country. His descendants still live at the same place, for whom 
that town is named, Hon. George Alderson being the owner of the 
land on which the town is built. Curtis Alderson was the name 
of the original settler in America and the founder of all the gen¬ 
erations of Aldersons. He was banished from England, made his 
escape, was recaptured, and by his captivating persuasiveness, the 
captain of the ship on which he was confined agreed to convey him 
to America, upon his agreeing to work for seven years in consid¬ 
eration therefor. At the end of the seven veals’ service he married 
the daughter of this captain, whose name was Curtis, he thus taking 
the name of his wife's father. One of his descendants, Curtis Aider- 

son, settled on I ick Creek at the foot of Keenev’s Knob, where he 

* ' 

built a modern two-storv log house, and raised a large family. This 
place is now owned by Air. Daubenspeck, and is known to this day 
as the “Curtis Alderson" place. It was granted to Samuel Withrow 
by Governor James Wood, June 27, 1790, Withrow being assignee 
of James Claypool, assignee of Wm. Dunbar. At the time the 
Indians killed Thomas Griffith two miles below Alderson town on 
the Greenbrier River, and in escaping with the prisoner, Griffith’ 
bo_\, they'passed down Lick Creek and slept one mile below the 
Curtis Alderson place, while the white men were pursuing, camped 

at this place. Lina Mims Alderson was a son of Curtis Alderson. 

* 

and lived to he an old man at the low gap between Laurel and 
Lick Creek, where he owned a good mountain plantation, where 

his daughter. Sally, who married Henry Shephcard, now lives. 

« 

His first wife was a Dunsmore, of Sink’s Grove, in Monroe County, 
and was an aunt of Prof. J. G. Dunsmore, now conducting the 
Dunsmore Business College at Staunton, Virginia. His second wife 

was a Peters, a descendant of Christian Peters, and was a sister of 

# 

the wife of Columbus Wran Withrow, now living at New Richmond, 

# 

and a niece of Mrs. Rebecca Pack, the widow of Anderson Pack, 
now living at Burden. Kansas, ninety-seven vears of age. L. M. 

o * * o 

Alderson left two sons, fames W., who married a daughter 

v O 




of 


Thomas Louis George, of Greenbrier County, and is now a mer¬ 
chant at Foss. Peter L. Alderson, the other son, married a daugh- 
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ter of one Marion Gwinn, and is a prosperous farmer, residing in 
the State of Kansas. Asa Alderson, another son of Curtis, also 
lived on Keeney’s Knob Mountain, on a tract of land adjoining his 
brother, I.. M- Alderson. Cher this 100 acres of ground he and 
Captain A. A. Miller had their famous law suit, which was finally 
decided by the Supreme Court of Virginia in favor of Alderson, 
and is reported in the Grattan reports. Governor Price was the 
losing attorney. Samson, a son of A>a Alderson, lives near Frank¬ 
fort, in Greenbrier Countv, and his son. Charles M. Alderson, is 

w* * 

the practicing attorney at Charleston. \V. Ya. Another son owns 
the Alderson Academy at Alderson. \Y. Ya. All of the remainder 
of the Alderson generation of the Summers branch have long since 

o ~ 

emigrated to other countries. JUaior J. Coleman Alderson. who 
married a daughter of Governor Samuel l’rice, and courier for 
Stonewall Jackson, and a chivalrous, courtly gentleman, resides 
at Charleston. Hon. John Putty Alderson. who represented the 
Third Ydest Virginia District for Congress three terms, .5 a son 
of Joseph Alderson, and reside* at Summerville, in Nicholas County. 
Thev are all direct descendants of the original Curtis Alderson. 


• • 


John Alderson. the first of the name, visited the upper end of 
thi> county in 1775. with his brother-in-law, William Morriss, 
each bringing a patent for 1,200 acres. John Alderson made his 
survey so as to include the bottom lands at and just below the 
town of Alderson, which lapped over on a part of the Lewis survey, 
Lane’s Bottom, so named from the tact that it was once owned 
by General Lane, and over which there was extended' litigation in 
the local and Supreme Courts. Alderson built his cabin on the 
identical >pot where John W. Alderson A hotel now stands. This 
was Rev. John Alderson. the pioneer Baptist preacher. There are 
some of the descendants of this John Alderson residing on Griffith’s 
Creek, namely. Joseph and James. 


BROWN. 

William Brown is now sixtv-hve vears old, born March 17, 1842. 
His father’s name was William Brown, who moved from Monroe 
County and settled in Pipestem District; his grandfather’s name 
was William Brown, a native of Scotland, who emigrated from that 
country. The present William Brown married Cornelia Hale, cf 
Giles Countv. Virginia, on the 14tli of November. IS 08 . 1 hev have 
seven children, Robert, Edmond. Lee. Rufus. Daniel. Sira W.. who 
was killed in March. 1847. bv MS B. Clough, who was tried for 
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murder in the Summers Court, convicted of manslaughter, and 
sentenced to the penitentiary for one year; Wilmeth, who married 
Dan Tolly ; Edna, who married Grat Williams; Lucinda, unmarried. 


William Brown was a member of the 17th Regiment, Virginia 


Cavalry, Co. A. His captain was Henly French, fie was in the 
battle of Gettysburg, and one of the detail to guard 5,000 prisoners 
(Federal soldiers) captured on the first day of the battle. It was 
here that Robert Gore alone captured a company of 100 Union 
soldiers and marched them into camp. This feat of bravery was 
witnessed by William Brown. Captain Bob Gore was made cap¬ 
tain of Co. D, 17th Virginia Cavalry, promoted on the first day of 
the fight for his gallantry in battle. William Brown was in the 


principal battles of this war; was at Morefield and Winchester. 
He was nineteen years old when he enlisted in August, 1861, and 
was at the surrender at Appomattox on April 9, 1865, and was never 
absent except on leave from his superiors. He was at the Flat 'fop 
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2, 1862, between General Cox. commandin 
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erals, and Colonel Marshall; also at the tight at the Pigeon 
Roost, at Princeton, between General Marshall, commanding the 
Confederates, and General Cox. the Unionist; was at Monocasv 
Junction in Maryland, where his company went in with 120 men 
and came out with sixty: at the Spottsylvania Court House, fight¬ 
ing* for ten days in succession under Lee after tlie fall of Richmond, 
lie is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, a 
Christian citizen and a worthy mam 


HOBBS. 

41 

There are two families of Hobbs in the county, one of which is 
of the very first settlers of the city of Hinton, James IT. Hobbs, 
who located on the island in Avis' in the early history of the town 
about 1874. He married a Miss Foster, a daughter of fames E. 
Foster, of the Wolf Creek Mountain, and reared a large familv of 
children. He now resides in Jumping Branch District, his wife 
having died a few years ago. His son, Cyrus C. Hobbs, resides 
in Hinton, and is a painter and an employe of the C. &. O. Railway 
Company, and was a sergeant in Co. A, First Regiment, West 
Virginia Volunteer Infantry in the Spanish-American War of 1898, 
and was in service throughout that war. fames H. Hobbs, the 

O - ' 

founder of the family in the county, is a carpenter by trade and 
an educated and intelligent gentleman, celebrated for his wit and 
good sense—a strong, old-time Republican, who was one of the 
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founders of the party and organizers of it in this county. For the 
past few years he has been engaged in farming and teaching school. 
He is generally known as the "mayor of Leatherwood,” he being 
the owner of the old Williams farm on that branch. He was a 
constable for four years, elected in Greenbrier District when 
the same was Democratic, and has tilled other important positions. 
He is quite an intellectual gentleman; frequently writes for the 
public press. His daughters teach in the high school at Hinton. 


THOMAS NASH READ. 

Ihomas Nash Read is by birth a native of Danville. Virginia, 
having been born in that citv on the 18th dav of February, 1868. 
His father's name was Thomas X. Read, and he was an accom¬ 
plished doctor of dentistry. He was accustomed to spend the sum¬ 
mers at the noted summer resort, Greenbrier White Sulphur 
Springs, and in the rear 1870. wT.ile en route over the Ch t-> ^ a p 
Sc Ohio Railway to that place, was killed in a railway accident at 

s Run, on the Virginia side of the Allegheny Mountains. 


jerry’s 

The i abroad track ran along the mountain be.Mde a deep ravine, 

called Terre 's Run. The train left the track, which w r as on tiestles, 

* * 

and red led down the mountain side into the ravine, killing thirteen 

I 

persons instantly, one of whom was Dr. Read. 

Prior to the date of this accident, there existed no laws in the 
State of Virginia or West Virginia bv which damages could be 
recovered for the death of a person caused by the neglect, care¬ 
less or criminal intent of another, and thi> accident being so ter¬ 
rible in its consequences, the neglect of the railway company being 


so apparent, that the statesmen of those days took the matter up, 
and the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia pro¬ 
ceeded to pass an enactment, fixing a pecuniary liability of not 
exceeding 810,000.00 foi a death caused by that character of ac¬ 
cident, which enactment in that State was later followed bv the 
present Vest Virginia laws on the same subject. 

Mr. Read's mother was Rebecca S. Barksdale, of Halifax 
County. Virginia, and a sister of Dr. William Leigh Barksdale, a 

prominent, practicing physician an*! .'■aiggeon, now residing in Hin¬ 
ton. She now resides with her sons. Thomas X. and Leigh. He 
has one brother. Dr. F. L. Read, a dentist, now residing and prac¬ 
ticing his profession in the citv of Baltimore, he having married 

O I C7* 


Emma Gwiim. of Bloomington. Ill., a daughter of Jackson Gwinn 
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who removed to the western countrv manv vears ago. being one of 

« r ^ «- V. 

11 1 e Lowell Gwinns. 

Mrs. Read removed with her sons to Alderson, in Monroe 
Vountv. when the subject of this sketch was seven rears of age, 
and in which town he grew to manhood, attending the public 
schools and the Alderson Acadeniv, later taking a literarv course 

W 7 O •• 

at Hampden Sidney College, the noted Presbyterian school, lo¬ 
cated in Prince Edward Count}-, Virginia, after the completion of 
which he took the law course of the University of Virginia, under 

- o 

the celebrated law professors. John B. Minor, author of '‘Minor’s 
Institutes,” and Gilmore, of 1809-90. 

He was first admitted to the practice of the law and received 
his license in Virginia in the \ ear 1890. and was admitted to the 

O v 

bar in Virginia in 1891, beginning active practice at Newcastle, in 

C O A 

Craig County, having located for that purpose in Newcastle, the 
countv seat of said county, where he practiced by himself for a 

r o * > * • *-1 • , / I - +■ g * - o " ^ r- * ! 0 U T ^ " A 1 
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lip tor tile 

practice of the law with the Pb»n. Janies \Y. Marshall, known all 
over Virginia as “Cyclone Jim.’’ which partnership was dissolved 
in 1894, when he removed to Hinton and formed a law- partnership 
with Tames H. Miller, the writer, on the first day of July, 1894, 
which partnership continued until the election of the latter to the 
judgeship of the Ninth West Virginia Circuit, on December 1, 1904, 
since which time he has continued in the practice of his profession 
in Summers, Monroe. Greenbrier and Fayette Counties, the part¬ 
nership name of the old firm having been Miller N Read, he suc¬ 
ceeding to the business of the old hrm and concluding all of the 

o o 

unfinished business, which was extensive for a county of the popu¬ 
lation and wealth of Summers. 

James H. Miller was the prosecuting attorney of the county at 

the date of the formation of the firm of AJi 11 er 8: Read, and Mr. Read 

• • 

at once qualified as an assistant, and which position he filled during 
the remainder of that term and for the next succeeding term, to 
which he was elected in 1896. His fulfillment of the duties of that 
position was able, consistent and conscientious. He is an able and 
faithful attorney. 1 lie associations of the writer with him for a 
period of ten years gave him an exceptional opportunity to learn 
of his ability, his honestv as an attorney, a^ well as his short- 

* ^ -r ~ # 

comings, and it is a pleasure to record the testimony as to this 
gentleman’s manly character. We consider him in the front rank 
of his profession, well worth}- of the full confidence of his clients. 
He is a Democrat in politics and an Episcopalian in his religious 
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connections, having the confidence and esteem of his political as¬ 
sociates, frequently stumping the county in the interest of its can¬ 
didates, and is one of the trustees and vestrymen of his church. 

In 1205 he was married to Miss Nannie D. McCartnev, of Craig 
County. Virginia, a daughter of Captain Thomas B. McCartney, of 
that county, an old Confederate veteran, for many years clerk of 
the county court, and an ‘'old Virginia gentleman.” 

Mr. Read was a candidate for the office of prosecuting attorney 
m this county at the election of 1900, having received the nomina¬ 




tion at the Democratic primary over one of the favorite “sons of 
Summers,” the popular and well-esteemed Charles Alien Clark, 
now practicing law in San Francisco, Cal., but was defeated at the 
polls by fourteen votes, as shown by the returns of the board of 
canvassers, by Hon. Frank Lively, the present Assistant Attorney- 
General of this State. It was over this election and the Read vote 
at the court house precinct that the Republican organization re¬ 
ceived the famous appellation of “Blue Pencil Brigade.” given to 

• ‘ o 

it by Mr. Howard Templeton, then editor and proprietor of the 
Independent Herald.” a newspaper then published in Hinton, the 
claim being made bv the Democrats that a man bv the name of 

o * 

Smith, one of the election commissioners at the court house, while 
counting the vote in that ward on the night of the election, and in 
taking out the ballots from the box, smoothing them out and pass¬ 
ing them on to another commissioner to read; and after reading 
them, had passed them on to a third commissioner, to be strung 
on a string arranged for the purpose, Mr. Read's name was erased 
from thirty-six of the hrst eighty ballots counted, a blue pencil being 
used in making the erasures.. W hen eighty ballots had been 
counted, the other commissioners discovered that something im- 

ft 

proper was being done, the count was stopped, and an investigation 


made, which revealed something of these facts, after which the 
count proceeded. The honest commissioners watched, and no fur¬ 
ther suspicious erasures were discovered on the remaining 200 
ballots counted after the dicovery. This Mr. Smith has ever after 
been designated as “Fishy Smith,” he at one time having been fish 

ft 

and game warden. 

That this fraud was perpetrated has never been successfully 
denied, although it has been alleged frequently and continuously 
from that day to this, in and out of the public prints, by reliable, 
responsible and truthful persons of a political faith opposite to that 
of Mr. Read. Mr. Smith later became a captain in the war with 
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Spain and is now a citizen of Richmond, Virginia, in the coal 


agency business. 

At the election in 1604, Mr. R. F. Dunlap was elected prosecut¬ 
ing attorney on the Democratic ticket, and upon taking the office 
on the 1st day of January. l r) 05, Mr. Read, upon his motion, took 
the oath as assistant prosecutor, which position he has held to the 
present time, and still retains. 

pleasant speaker, with considerable oratorical 


Mr. Read 


is a 


powers. He has been engaged as counsel on one side or the other 
in practically all of the principal cases tried in the courts of the 
county within the last ten years, and has had considerable practice 
in the Supreme Court of Appeals of the State, equal to that of any 
other attornev in this >ection of the State. He was senior counsel 
in the celebrated case of Pence and Davis vs. Carney et al., con¬ 
cerning the Pence's Springs property, lately determined by the 
higher legal tribunal of the State. lie has one child, a lad of nine 


r\i 


"?nned Thomas Leigh Read. 


He is attornev for the citv of Hinton, New River Grocery Co., 

* m ' m 

Hinton Hardware Co., National Bank of Summers, and a number 
of other leading enterprises and leading business men of the county. 

Plis first law partner was the Virginia statesman, Judge James 
M. Marshall, of New Castle (“’Cyclone”), when he was admitted 
to the practice of h\> profession. He located in Hinton July 1. 1894 
His brother. Dr. Leigh Read, is a dentist and resident of Baltimore 

i • 

City. He is a Democrat in politics, a believer in the doctrines of 
Jefferson, Jackson and Bryan, hut has taken no active interest in 
politics outside of the county. He ha> engaged on one side or the 
other in most of the litigated causes arising in the countv since his 

o o * 

location here in 1S94, 


ARCHIE ROY HEFLIN. 

Archie Roy Heflin, attorney at law and prominent member of 
the Hinton Bar. was born in Stafford Countv, Virginia, on the 1 Sth 

• « 7 o 

day of September, 1856, his father being Charles Seddan Heflin, a 
relative of Seddan. famous in war times as a prominent Confed¬ 
erate, and Secretarv of War in President Davis’ Cabinet. His 

* • ^ 

mother was Miss Nannie E. Latham. On the 27th of October, 
I SSI, he married Miss Ellie Dunlap, of Monroe County, \Y. Ya. 
Judge Heflin was educated at the Virginia Agricultural arid Me- 
chanicai College at Blacksburg. Ya., and took the law course at 
Richmond College. Richmond, Ya., graduating at the former in 
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1877 and the latter in 1880, and was the orator at his graduation 

t o 

in both of his colleges, winning the S50.00 prize Cochran Medal 
of the Maurv Society in the debate on his graduation at the 

m O 

Virginia A. and M. College, In 1880 he was unanimously elected 
as final orator'of the Mu Signa Rho Society, one of the literary 
societies of the Richmond College, an exceedingly battering com- 

o * O ~ O 

pliment. as that honor is universally hotly contested for. The 
Society was founded in 1845, and in its history this is the only 
occasion where the honor was bestowed unanimously and without 
opposition. His subject on that occasin was ‘‘Perils of States’ 
Dishonor.” which he handled with great ability and credit, his 

o ^ 

opponent being M. P. Huff, whose subject was “Bismark.” The 
subject of his debate at his graduation at the Blacksburg College 
was, “Is the World Advancing in Civilization?” in which he had 
a hard proposition to handle the negative, and it was in this de¬ 
bate he won the Cochran Gold Medal, awarded by a distinguished 


committee core luting of Hon. Tohn \V. Daniel, lion. Tolni Ran- 

i? % ^ 

doloh Tucker, and Governor T. Hoge Tvler. He was called back 

a * *. w 

to deliver the alumni address in 1881 of this school, 

fudge Heflin is a socaker of great force and very- effective, es- 

~ O X O m 

pecially in his arguments before the jury. He began the practice 
of law at Blacksburg, Ya., in 1881. his license being signed by 
the late pudge Moncure, of Stafford, Ya., one of the most distin- 
g wished jurists 1 hat ever occupied a seat on the bench of the Su¬ 
preme Court of Appeals of Virginia. In 1885 he was elected by 
the Legislature of Virginia to the county judgeship of the dis¬ 
trict composed of Giles and Bland counties, in Virginia, for a 
term ending in 1891. This court had original criminal jurisdic- 

O J 

lion in all criminal probate and fiscal matters, which gave him a 
wide range of experience in his profession. In 1895 Judge Heflin, 
on the ?4th day uf December, located in Hinton for the practice 
of his profession, forming a copartnership with the late George 
D. Haynes. Mr. Haynes died within a short time, since which 
time he has continued the practice in Summers and adjoining 
counties. 

In 1891 he was appointed by Governor A. B. White as a mem¬ 
ber of the Board of Directors of the Asylum for the Insane at 
Spencer for a term of two years, and again for a term of four 
years, but resigned in 1905, having filled the position with honor 
to himself and profit to the State. He also served one term as 
citv attorney for the citv of Hinton, and as assistant prosecuting 

* ~ i. C? 

attorney of the countv with Hon. Frank Lively, until his resig- 
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nation, and then with lion. E. C. Eagle, until the expiration of 
the full term of four years. Judge Heflin is an accomplished law¬ 
yer and gentleman. He has a family of four children—Miss 

* 

Archie, who is a student in \ew York City; Dunlap, engaged 
with the C. & O..Railway Co. at Lexington, Ivy.; John, a student 
at \\ iiliam & Mary College, and Paul, a student at the Hinton 


High School. 

He lias taken an active part in the majority of the contested 
legal battles occurring in the courts of the county since his set¬ 
tlement in Hinton, on one side or the other. He is considered a 
safe and wise counsellor. 


LEFTWICH. 

There are but two families of this name now residents of 
Summers Countv—George W. Leftwich. the veteran school teacher, 
and Jabez F., farmer, of Barger’s Springs. 

The family is of English origin, emigrating from Europe in 
the latter half of the seventeenth centurv. Jabez seems to be a 
family name, that being the given name of the grandfather of 
the above-named Jabez and George. Jde was a soldier in the war 
with England of 1812, and his wife’s name was Early, being a 
first cousin of the illustrious Confederate General lubal A. Earlv, 
David \Y. Leftwich, the father of George and “Jabe,” was born 
in Bedford County, on February 11th, 1827, and married Nancy 
Jane Williams, of Giles County, Ya., February 14th, 1850, and 
died November 29th, 1895, near Talcott, W. Va. He volunteered 
in the Confederate Army in 1861. and served with honor and 
bravery throughout the Civil War in Clark’s Battalion, Vawter’s 

Company. 

George W. was born August 8. 1851, being the eldest of a 
tamiiv of six bo vs and six girls, and on December 18, 1873, mar- 
ried Miss Sarah J. Ellison, whose grandfather was the celebrated 
Indian fighter at the time the Indians and whites had a fort on 

o 

Crump’s Bottom, and others on New River below Indian Creek. 
He began early life in the occupation of farming and teaching 
school, which he continues to the present day, and is one of the 
oldest and most successful teachers in the county. He was also 
one of the promoters and builders ol the lower large grist mill 
on Indian Creek, at Indian Mills, just below the mouth of Brad- 

m 

shavW Run. In 1891 he was elected superintendent of free 
schools for a full term, which position he filled with great ability" 

x Q ^ 
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and to the satisfaction of his constituents, being elected by about 
300 majority in a Democratic county. Mr. Leftwich being a con¬ 
sistent Republican in politics, his election was a compliment to 
his honesty and capacity, and he is the second Republican elected 
to that office in the county, having been the regular nominee of 
his party, the other member of that party being Mr. J. F. Lilly, 
who ran as an independent candidate, back in the SO’s. Mr. Ira 

a 

\Y. Leftwich, the accomplished hardware salesman for Belknap 
& Co., is his eldest son. Mr. Leftwich is also an enterprising 
farmer and a gentleman of character, well informed and well edu- 
cated. 

Jabez F. Leftwich is one of the most enterprising and thrifty 
farmers of Talcott District, and owns one of the neatest planta¬ 
tions and homes in the county, adjoining the Bacon plantation 
near Barger’s Springs. He married Miss Ellison, and has reared 
a family of grown children, all enterprising and intelligent, his 
eldest son, Fail, being engaged with the C. & O. Railway, and 
another son is in Colorado for his health. One daughter married 

% M 

Mac Nowlan Esq., of Pence Springs, and one daughter is at home. 
He is one of the best citizens in the county. Hon. J. F. Leftwich, 
now a member of the State Senate, elected in 1906, a prominent 
lawyer of Boone County, is a cousin, as is also Everett Leftwich, 

an attorney of Mingo Countv, and also-Leftwich, alter- 

ney, of Mississippi. Robert \Y. Leftwich, a brother of George 
\Y. and J. F. Leftwich, took a course in medicine; resided for 
some years at Talcott, then removed to Texas and died there a 
few years ago, while engaged in the practice of his profession. 


CUNDIFF. 

Wm. R. Cundiff was a locomotive engineer, and one of the 
first settlers in Hinton, being a native of Virginia, emigrating to 
Gauley Bridge, and after the construction of the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Railwav removing to Hinton with his family, consisting of his 

o ~ y — 1 

wife, Annie Cundiff, and his sons, Frank and Ollie, and one daugh¬ 
ter, Mamie, who afterwards married Charles H. Hetzel, the barber. 

lie was by occupation a locomotive engineer of the Chesa¬ 
peake & Ohio Railway Co., hating been on the road since 18/8, 
and on the 18th of February, 1881, he was killed by his engine 
running into a slide at Moss Run Fill. His widow was formerly 

o 

Miss Annie Kilcollins. of Amherst County, \ irginia, of which 
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county Mr. Cundiff was also a native, and she still resides in this 


citv. 


Frank Cundiff, the oldest son, born at Flue Ridge Springs, 
Va.. 1874, is abo a very competent and trusted locomotive rail¬ 
way engineer of the Chesapeake & < )liio Railway Co., running 
west of Hinton. His picture will be seen on the little shed or the 
end oi the double porch of the log building formerly standing in 
the center of the railroad yard near the roundhouse, he being the 

r ? O 

one on the left leaning against the one-storv log building. He is 
now thirty-three years old, and was married on the 6th day of Oc- 

~ 9 

tober, 1S98. to Aliss Eunice Hutchinson, of Elton, a daughter of 


Michael and Mary Hutchinson, in this county. He has three chii- 
drew—Edith, Bernice and Frank, Jr. I am indebted to him for the 
photograph which he had preserved of that old landmark. W. R. 
Cundiff married Sarah A. Kilcollins. of Blue Ridge Springs, Bed¬ 
ford County, Virginia. 


JOHN HINTON. 

This gentleman resides two and one-half miles from the court 

V-C* 

house, on Madam’s Creek. He is a son of Captain John Hinton, 
the first settler in the county, and a brother of Evan Hinton. His 
father at one time owned the land on which the citv of Avis is 

w 

now built. He was born in Rockingham County, \ irginia, his 
wife being a Maddy, from Greenville, in Monroe County, a daugh¬ 
ter of John Maddy. He had been in the habit of coming to the 
mouth of the Greenbrier River during his boyhood, with his father. 
John Hinton, on hunting excursions, and when he was about ten 
years of age his father purchased the Henry and Isaac Ballengee 
land at the mouth of ‘the Greenbrier River at Avis. 

The only child of fohn Hinton is his son, lohn Wavne Hinton, 

m/ * •* ^ 

a valued citizen of lumping Branch District—a farmer. He lives 
adjoining his cousin, Silas R. Hinton, a son of Evan. John Hinton 

was one of the sureties on the first sheriffs bond ever executed in 
the countv, that of his brother Evan. He can tell oi many of the 
pioneer reminiscences, and the way things were done in this then 
wilderness in his boyhood days. The Hintons are loyal Democrats 
in party faith, and Missionary Baptists in their religious faith. 

He says merchandise in those days was shipped to the imme¬ 
diate region around where Hinton is now located and the upper 
end of the countv from Lvnchburg and Richmond overland. At 
the time Air. Hinton moved to the mouth of Greenbrier there were 
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no roads—nothing but bridle paths:—and there were plenty of 
deer, wild turkeys and bear in the woods. The Avis Hinton prop¬ 
erty was bought bv his father from Henry Ballangee. There was 
no church then nearer Hinton than Alderson, twenty-one miles. 

The pioneer preachers were beginning to. come into, the region, 

• • 

however, and were permitted, to preach at the private residences 
of the farmers. There were no schools or school houses. Mr. 
Hinton remembers John Rollvson. one of the foremost teachers in 

those times. Robert Commack was an old teacher, but his day 

was about 1S60. and following the war. Green Lively was a cap- 
tain of militia, and Wilson Lively the colonel. Colonel Wilson 
Lively lived at the old Graham log house, now resided in bv Bun 
Kesler, at Lowell, until his death during the war, being a brave 

7 O 

Confederate >oldier. He was the father of our townsman, Frank 

# 

Lively, the lawyer. There was no postoffice nearer than Union, 
a distance of twentv-five miles. 


Tohn Hinton wa 


. 4- .1 

O -UUOtV u O 




, 1 


into Inc >ci\iee oi tne uontederate 


Armv at the mouth of Big Bluestone. in the davs of the militia, 
Evan Hinton, the brother of John, was a captain, and the place of 
muster was at Jumping Branch. Lewis Upton was orderly ser¬ 
geant. Soon after the declaration of war. Mr. Hinton volunteered 
and joined the company of Captain Philip Thurmond, and was 
attached to General John Echol’s Brigade. John Hinton was one 
of the pioneers, a man of strict honor and integrity. 

He suffered much financially, by reason of his being one of the 
bondsmen of his brother, Evan Hinton, the first sheriff of Sum¬ 
mers Count}', John Wayne Hinton is his only son, and lie and 
his father reside together. He was an earlv neighbor of the Foxes, 

O -« O 7 

who lived at the place where Brooks Postoffice is now located, 
which is at the mouth of Brooks Creek, four miles west of Hinton, 
was originally settled by Mr. Brooks, who sold out his possessions 
at that place to David Fox. who died several years ago. David 
Fox owned the farm at the mouth of Brooks Creek, on which the 
little village of Brooks is now located, as well as the posiotfice, 
there being two stores there at this time, owned by R. Meadows 
and James Samples, and half a dozen houses. 

The brother of David Fox. Samuel, resided about a mile above 
Brooks, at what is now known as Barksdale, where he died dur¬ 
ing the war, leaving several daughter^, who still reside on the 
premises, and one son. George, who resides in Greenbrier County, 
at Dawson. David Fox was the father of Charles R„ Samuel H. 
and lames H.. who all reside at Brooks Postoffice, who are each 
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thrifty, well-to-do and prosperous farmers, each having money in 
hank and owe no debts. They are noted for being the possessors 
of fine horse-flesh. Joseph is now living in parts unknown, having 
emigrated to Parkersburg, in this State, and afterwards going: to 
parts unknown, having failed in business. 


THE HINTON-RICHMOND FIGHT. 

William C. Richmond was a son of Samuel Richmond, raised 
at Richmond Falls, and was a man of tremendous physical power. 
Evan Hinton, the “Father of the County,” son of Jack (John) 
Hinton, was also a man of great physical strength; Richmond 
being a large-boned, tall, sinewv man, while Hinton was short, 

O w w 

active and muscular. 

Before the war it was very fashionable for the young men of 
the country to have wrestling matches, which very frequently 
ended in tights, as a test of manhood. Some of the neio-hbors of 
these gentlemen desiring to see a contest of their strength, told 

• T O O 7 

Evan Hinton that “Bill” Richmond had stated that he “could 
whip ‘Jack’ Hinton and all of his boys.” for the purpose of incit¬ 
ing a tight for the amusement of the neighborhood. Evan imme- 
diateiv wrote to Richmond what he had heard, telling him if it 
was true to meet him. with his friends, at the farm just opposite 
Tug Creek, across Xew River, on the Raleigh >ide. below Elinton, 
and he “would show him whether he could whip ‘Jack’ Hinton 

Richmond replied that he would be on 


and all of his bovs.” 
hands. 

On the day appointed Richmond was on the grounds bright 

and early with his friends, and Hinton was there with his friends. 

- % 

They had each other searched for dangerous weapons, and, none 
being found, they stripped for the fray. Richmond was more ju¬ 
dicious than Hinton, having put on a rotten shirt, so that when 
Hinton grappled it his holds would break', Hinton having put on 
a shirt of strong make, and they went at it. It was about an 
equal show-down, sometimes one being down and the other on 
top, and so back and forth, until finally Richmond got Hinton 
down and got on top of him and had him in very bad shape, until 
Hinton managed to get Richmond’s finger in his mouth. John 
Hinton said to Evan, “Come out from under there, Evan,” and the 
friends of Richmond were encouraging him likewise to hold him 
down while he had him; Hinton having the linger of Richmond in 
his mouth, biting it with all his power, the pain became so severe 
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that Richmond could stand it no longer, and cried “Enough!” 
Leftwich Barker, a brother-in-law of Hinton’s, told Richmond he 
would have to “holler” louder; that that wouldn't do; so Rich¬ 
mond yelled “Enough!” The parties then separated and the fight 
ended. 

While Hinton was the victor, his punishment was possibly 
more severe than Richmond’s. He became violently sick and 
suffered verv severelv. After the fight was over the voting men 

- ^ ■ O mf O 

shook hands, and there was no more of it from that dav until the 

• - 

death of each, thev being neighbors and friends until -their deaths, 
both living to be very aged men. This fight was celebrated 
throughout the country, and is frequently referred to by the older 
citizens, Evan Hinton and William Richmond having both de¬ 
tailed the facts to the writer vears ago. Richmond was afterwards 

• o 

a Union soldier and Hinton a Confederate soldier. Richmond was 
known throughout the country as “Devil Bill” Richmond. He 

o ^ 

was afterwards a member of the 1 em^atnre from Cn-inty 

■ o J 9 

justice of the peace, and high in the councils of the Republican 
party: while Evan Hinton became the sheriff and the “Father of 
Summers County. 

Richmond was arrested at one time bv the Confederate bush- 
whackers or scouts, and was taken on horseback behind one of 
the soldiers. In traveling through the mountains after night, he, 
desiring to make his escape, being astride the horse, holding on 


91 


to the man in front, who held the bridle, took out his knife and 
deliberatelv cut the man's throat from the rear, slid oft his horse 
and escaped. The man whose throat was cut, however, fortu¬ 
nately did not die from the wounds. 

To show the fighting proclivity of the voung men in those 
days, we give another instance of Evan Hinton and his father. 
Thev were driving hogs through the. countrv and met with an- 

* c* o o 

other party, and when they came in sight “Jack” Hinton. Evan’s 
father, told Evan that they would have to thrash those people; 
so when thev got together, Evan, after a hard-fought battle, cap- 

~ O O 7 w * 

tured his man, after considerable worry and distress, and on hap¬ 
pening to think of his father, he looked back to see if he needed 
anv assistance: but the old gentleman had alreadv thrashed his 
opponent, and was sitting on the bank of the road watching Evan 
complete his job. This story is not given in detail, and is quite 
an interesting yarn ; but it has been so long since its recitation to 
the writer that he has forgotten it, and is unable to give it in its 
interesting details. 







538 


HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


calendar. He was a candidate for judge of the circuit court at one 
time when the district was Democratic, and was defeated. At 
another time his friends ran him for the same office, and the nomi¬ 
nation was his, had he seen proper to resort to certain manipnla- 
tions; but he declined, and the nomination and the office went to his 

* 0 

opponent. He was an accomplished criminal lawyer, as well as in 
the general practice, and his equal as a ‘‘pleader" is seldom found in 


any land. He attended the courts regularly in Summers at each 
term for many years, and was engaged in many ol the earlier fa- 

* - o o 

mous cases tried therein. He defended Lee Young for killing his 

o o 

father, John L. Young; Jordan Keatley and his father, for the 
burning of the tobacco barn of Henry Peters and C. \V. Walker; 
the Wi'lis-Dickim?on case (indictment for buggery); the Evan 
Hinton cases; the court house location litigation, and many other 
celebrated causes. At one time he practiced in. our county as a 


partner of Hon. Elbert Fowler, as McGinnis N Fowler. He was 

the best generaiiy known practitioner from without the county. 

His brilliancy and witticisms were known far and wide. While a 

♦ 

Republican in politics, it was without arrogance or narrowness. 
It was from principle, and not the polities of the demagogue or 
the office-hunter. In 1904 a strong effort was made to induce 

o 

him to permit the use of his name as a Republican candidate for 
judge of the Ninth Circuit, but he declined by reason of his dis¬ 
taste for political strife and his advancing years, and supported 
with all his vigor the Democratic candidate, and aided very ma¬ 


terial!} in securing his election. He wrote as many as 500 letters 
under his own hand to his 'old friends and clients requesting the 
support of his choice. 

His funeral was preached in the Methodist Church at Reckley, 
and a great concourse of people out of respect attended the ser¬ 
vices. He was a Mason, and was buried by that fraternal order. 
In his earlv days he taught school, and there are people now living 
in Raleigh Countv who owe to his teaching all the education they 

o ^ - 

have. 

His son, William Hereford McGinnis, married a daughter of 


Rev. William Holrovd, of Athen 


and the vote of Summers 


County was cast for him by 250 majority in the election of 1902. 
at which he was elected to the State Senate for a term of four 


years 


He has also been the prosecuting attorney of Raleigh 


County and is one of its most prominent lawyers and Democrats, 
he and his father differing in their political faith. He represented 
his disuiet four years in the State Senate, and has served his county 














HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


539 


tour years as prosecuting attorney, and is now one of the leading 
lawyers in the State and practicing in onr county. 

A kinsman. Hon. T. J. McGinnis, is judge of the criminal court 
of kaieigh Countv. 


His son, John Douglas McGinnis, is also a practicing attorney 
at Beckley, and his son-in-law. Air. T. K. Scott, is the postmaster 
of that town. 

WOODSON HARVEY. 


riie first man convicted and sentenced to tl 


le 


penitentiarv 


from this county was Woodson Haney. He was indicted, tried 
and convicted for the murder of Til Thrasher in 1875. At the 
time of this killing for which he was sent to the penitentiary, 
James Keatley was selling whisky at the mouth of Indian Creek, 
near where C. A. Barber now lives. There was a Baptist Associa¬ 
tion or meeting of some kind in that countrv, at Barton's Ridge, 

O r O 

and Thrasher and Harvey had been to Real ley's grog shop and 
secured a supply of whisky, and went to this Baptist meeting. 
Alter they left the meeting they passed up Lick Creek, and when 
on the mountain side got into a quarrel and light, and Harley 
shot and killed Thrasher. Thrasher fell over against a large rock 

Cm O 

which remains bv the roadside to this dav, and the blood from 

« * 

the wounds ran out over onto this rock and remains there to this 
dav to be seen. The killing occurred not far from the residence 

m 

of Henrv (.lore, who married Adaiine Keatlev. After his death 
she married W illiam A. French. Thrasher married Henrv Gore’s 
daughter, and after his death she sued her uncle. James Keallev, 
for damages for selling Thrasher the liquor. Keatley had secured 

his license from the countv court of Monroe Countv just before 

» - 

the formation of Summers County. Adaiine Gore was a sister of 
James Keatley. Keatley hunted up Thrasher’s widow, secured a 
settlement or some kind of a statement from her by which the 
suit was dismissed, and nothing was ever recovered: and from 


that day to this Adaiine Gore (now French) never again spoke 
to her brother. Harvev was tried in the Summers Circuit Court, 
convicted and sentenced to the penitentiary for two years. He 
served his term, and returned to this region of the State, and is 
now living somewhere in the mining district, and was an active 
agitator of the strike of 1903. Xo liquor license has ever b; 


e e n 


granted at that place but once since the formation of the counrv, 
which \va« immediately on its formation for one rear to said Keat- 
ley. The old grog shop is a relic of the past. 
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MANDERVILLE. 

This is a family living near Indian .Mills, at Manderville Post- 

^ O 7 

office. The only settler of that name in the county was Joseph 
Manderville, who removed to the county from the Clear Fork, 
in Wyoming County, settling- in the upper Forest Hill country. 
He was a soldier of the war of 1S12, and his widow. Mrs. Cleo 
Manderville. received a pension for many years from the National 
Government, until her death. She died at a v* rv advanced age in 

7 O 

1906. There were two sons, John \Y., who is now postmaster at 
Manderville, and engaged in farming, and Joseph, who died several 
years ago. He was at one time a justice of the peace. 

This family is directly descended from the celebrated Lord 


Chief Justice of England. He was the Chief Justice in England, 

► O r o 7 

and is frequently quoted as an authority in the law books; but was 

not of the cleanest reputation. He was, however, a gree t Inw ver. 

* 

A large patent of 10,000 acres of land was granted by the Govern¬ 
ment to an ancestor of John Manderville, situated on Clear Creek 

♦ 

Fork and the waters of the Guvandotte River, which descended 

♦ 

to the Manderville ancestry, and which is now very valuable; but 
until recent years to own it was to be land poor, as it brou ght 
no income, was far from transportation and market, but was cov¬ 
ered with immense forests of the most valuable timber and is now 
underlaid with the now famous Pocahontas coal, and is worth 

9 

hundreds of thousands of dollars. The Mandervilles were not 
situated to hold it intact and pay taxes, and parted with parcel 
at a time until it had all been disposed of, while its great \ alue 
was appreciated and it had no market for its real value. John \Y. 
is the onlv man of the name in the countv. He has a number of 
relations among the Blankenships and others in Wyoming Countv. 

O I •• o ^ 


GEROW. 


Henry S. Gerow was a native of New York State, having mar¬ 
ried Miss Sarah A. A. Owen, also of that State. He emigrated 
to Hinton in the year 1880, where he made his home until his 
death, on the 1st dav of October. 1885. H 


e was 


bwn 


in 


September. 1835. 


He 


is 


the 


onlv Ouakcr, so 


tar as we 


have information, ever residing in the conntv, and was a most 
excellent and Christian gentleman. ITis wife was a relative of 
the Newkirk.^, and inherited one of the old land surveys in Pipe- 


I 
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stem District—2,500 acres—jointly with her relatives, John R. 
and William II. Newkirk, who were sons of Steven Newkirk. 
Mrs. Gerow and her husband came to this country for the purpose 
of securing the title and possession to her inheritance, which in¬ 
volved one of the longest and largest suits in equity ever prose¬ 
cuted in the courts of this county. There were a great number 
of defendants, and a full account of this litigation is given else¬ 
where. Mrs. Gerow recovered about 800 acres of this old survey, 
which is situated on the waters of Tom’s Run, on New River, 
and which property she still retains. She and her husband have 
made their residence and were among the most enterprising citi¬ 
zens who helped to found the Mountain City. An instance of 
their patriotism is cited at the time the railroad company was 
threatening to remove its division, round house and offices from 
this city for want of room for yard purposes, and it became neces¬ 
sary for the citizens to make some provision in order to retain the 
railway enterprise. Airs. Gerow contributed one hundred do^ars 
for that purpose. She is a lady of education, refinement and fine 
business ability, and is one of the considerable property-owners 
in the city at this date. The Owens and Gerows were of Scotch 
and Engli-h descent. 

A’rs. (..crow’s great-grandfather was Ebenezer Owen, of New 
York State, and he purchased the. old patent in Pipestem in 1800. 
About 17 ( 5 he visited this region of country and made a survey 
of his property, and while undertaking to ford New River at the 
War Foru, he was overthrown into the water and lost his instru¬ 
ments. He also purchased large estates in realty in Kanawha 
County. Her grandfather’s name was Abram Ow r en. Her father’s 
name was Ebenezer Owen. H. S. Gerow was born in Plattekiil, 
N. Y. The only other member of Airs. Gerow’s family w r as her 
brother, John, who died in Butte, Montana, within the last few 
years, unmarried. Abram Owen, the grandfather of Airs. Gerow, 
was a soldier in the Mexican War. 

On another page an account of the famous suit of Gerow vs. 
Newkirk and others is given. 


JOSEPH HINTON. 

Joseph Hinton was one of the three sons of Avis Hinton, hav¬ 
ing married a Aliss Carper. He has been one of the most promi¬ 
nent citizens of the county. He was first a deputy under Evan 
Hinton as sheriff of Summers County, after which he engaged 
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in the mercantile business in partnership with his brother. Silas, 
under the iirm name of S. Hinton & Brother, which business was 
continued at the Upper Hinton Ferry for thirty-two years. He 
was one ul the first commissioners of the county court, being the 
president of the court, along with John C. McXeer and B. F. Shu¬ 
mate, the first commissioners under the present system, lie was 
again elected to that position in 1900, most of the time being 
president of the court, and refusing to become a candidate for 
re-election in 1904. He was a Confederate soldier during the Civil 

o 

War, being a member of Captain Thurmond's Company. He w r as 
one of the party who came from Aldersou to Hinton in a large 
canoe used, for the transportation of men and supplies on the 
Greenbrier River during the war. While making one of these 
excursions down the river the party was shot at by bushwhackers 
in the mountain. The fire was returned, but no one shot, the 
party in the canoe lying down to prevent being killed or wounded. 

Mr. Hinton i- one of the kmo-ot- rwonerlv-mvn^c m tV><* p.-viWv. 

1 1 ^ • « 

being one of the beneficiaries under the will of bis mother, the late 
Avis Hinton. He is now sixtv rears of age. being onlv nineteen 

r * A m 

years of age when he joined the Confederate Army. He has trav¬ 
eled quite extensively, having visited the Holy Laud and other 
points of interest in Asia and Europe. He is identified with lin- 
merou°- business enterprises, being a director in the First National 
Bank of Hinton, and identified with other large business enter- 

% A 

prises. His father, John Hinton—lie being a half-brother of the 
late Evan Hinton—had for mam rears, before the war endeavored 
to secure a new county, with the court house to be located at the 

mouth of Greenbrier River. John Hinton died in 1858. Wm. Hin¬ 
ton. Jr., his brother, was a brave Confederate soldier. They are 
Missionary Baptists and Democrats. 


ELLISON. 

Ellison is one of the oldest family names in the county. Elli¬ 
son Postoffice, in Jumping Branch District, established several 
rears ago, wa> named in honor of this familv. Jonathan E. Elli¬ 


son then lived at that place, and was the first postmaster. He was 
a Republican, and at one time the nominee of that party for as¬ 
sessor. His descendants li\e in the community to this day. 

James Ellison was the father of Matthew Ellison, the \eteran 
preacher and pioneer Baptist minister, a man of great natural 
ability and an authority on immersion baptism, having written 
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one or two books on the subject. He died at a very advanced age, 
at Aldc-rson. His father, James, was captured by the Indians on 
Crump's Bottom, after being - shot in the shoulder. They chewed 
dogwood bark and spit in the wound, and carried him on the trail 
to Ellison's Ridge.'in Jumping Branch District. He. lagged be¬ 
hind when darkness overtook them, when he ran over a bank and 
hid under a chit, being pursued and passed in his hiding place, 
tlie\' passing on below. Hi> hands being'tied with thongs of raw- 
hide, he rubbed them against the stones until they were freed, 
and the thongs cut loose bv the rubbing, and thus he made his 

* C-v 

escape, and made his way back to the settlement. 

This capture was on the last raid of the Indians on the trails 
by the Lower Bluestone and west of Xew River, in this region of 
the countv. 

- 4 

. There is a held on Crump’s Bottom now owned by Mr. G. \\ . 
Harmon, known as "Fort Field,” because it was in this fiek-1 there 
was in aboriginal ti nes 


o 


I'D it COnStl Dv-cCCi aim mam laiHUU 1UI lllC 


protection of the first settlers. It was in this rude fort that James 
Ellison was captured. The Farleys came early into that section, 
and were Indian fighters to the extent of breaking up further 
raids through that section. It is below this bottom on Xew River 

o 

that the fine bottoms of Matthew' Calloway Barker are located, 
original!v granted to Galiff, and first settled bv a man bv the name 

o * o ^ - 

of Collins. It is on this same bottom, some three vears ago, that 
an ancient burial ground was discovered bv an overflow of the 
banks of Xew* River. The bones of a great number of human 
beings were found, and many curious,and ancient implements and 
weapons uncovered, over. which the footsteps of civilized man 
had trodden for generations. 

Lewis A. Ellison, a brave ex-Confedcrate soldier, resides on 
his farm near Forest Hill. He is one of the most substantial men 
of the county, and is now treasurer of the Mike Foster Monument 
Association, an organization having for its object the erection of 
a soldier monument to the brave Mike Foster, who died from the 
many wounds received in battle, soon after the war, and was 

CP 

buried at Forest Hill. 

William Ellison, another thriftv farmer, resides at ripestem. 


and is engaged in the mercantile business at the oid B. P. Slm- 


mru* stand. There are a number of other descendants of James 
Ellison still living in the countv, including Frank and IT Ellison, 
sons of Jonathan F.: but we are unable to secure a detailed Ins- 
tory of the Ellison familv. 


I 




544 


HISTORY UF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


Samuel J. Akers, the land 
daughter of 1. F. Ellison. 


surveyor and notary, married a 


Wm, IUikEt sun Ellison now lives in Hinton. He is a sOn 


ot 


Wm. 1. Ellison. His grandfather's name was Asa. His great- 

W O 


grandfather’s name was 


Tuggle Ellison, from Franklin County, 
\ irginia. There were five brothers who came from beyond the 
sea togther. W m. Ellison settled in Florida: Larkin Ellison, a 
brother of Asa, settled in Oregon: Janies Ellison lived in Pipe- 
stem, and died in 1888. 


HEDRICK. 

This is a Talcctt District family, the ancestors being of Eng- 
lish descent, and of the same stock as the Greenbrier Hedricks. 


Moses Hedrick, the founder of the Hedrick 


generation in the 


county, first settled Hnngart's Creek, then Monroe County'*, 


p; 1 n,.... ’ 

X VwHui v-u 

Co O 


- -K 


1 




A A A 


h 


thence removed to the 
died on the 4*.h of April, 1894, aged eighty-seven years. At one 
time he owned large landed interests in the Hungart’s Creek re¬ 


gion. 


Ilis brother, George, married a daughter of |ohn Nolan, 


who left one child living, the wife of \Y. D. Sherwood. Moses 
Hedrick married Miss Jennie Allen, who died November 27, 1893. 

%• 9 


aged eighty-four. The four sons of Moses Iiedrick now living in 
Summers County are George \Y.. William C. and John, who reside 
in Talcott Distiict. near Barger Springs. William C. Hedrick, com¬ 
monly known as “Squire." the elder brother, is distinguished as 
being the father of eight hevs, all of voting age. and all voting 

O O O O o 

the Democratic ticket. He has always wielded a large and potent 
influence in the county. He was elected a justice of the peace, 
which office he held for four years. He was appointed for a second 
term in 1905,- but resigned. He was also deputy sheriff of the 
county from 189u to 191)0. under lames II. George, high sheriff 

^ v O w 

of the county. He is a man of character, and resides with his wife, 
a daughter of Nathaniel Allen, on his farm near Barger Springs. 
Geo. W. Hedrick was elected in 1892 a commissioner of the county 
court, and held the office for the full term of six years. In 190 
he ran with L. M. Neelv, fr.. for assessor of Summers Countv, 

m + m 

which position, a 


i 


i ^ y ~ ^ ^ 


istant ro Mr. Neelv. he has faithfully filled 

- J 

for three years, and lie is now a candidate for election to the of- 
hce of assessor of the internal revenue in die' count\, with Mr. 
Neely as his assistant. Matthew C. Hedrick, another brother and 
son of Moses, resides in Jumping Branch District, on Little Blue- 
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stone, and was- elected to the office of justice of the peace in that 
district, which position he held for four years, and was also ap¬ 
pointed by the county court to the same position. His son, M. C. 
Hedrick, was deputy sheriff bar four years under H. Ewart, high 
sheriff. The Hedricks are all Democrats in their political affilia¬ 
tions. and have held important positions in the councils of the 
county and district committees. Squire W. C. Hedrick was a 
brave soldier throughout the Civil War for four vears. George \Y. 

o . o 

Hedrick, ex-sheriff of Raleigh County, is a member of the same 
branch of the familv. and is one of the substantial citizens of that 
county, having been also deputy and held other important posi¬ 
tions. In 1906 he was the Democratic candidate for the House 
of Delegates from that county. ’‘Dock" Hedrick, son of Squire 
William C., is now the courteous haekman of the Greenbrier 
Springs Company, along with his brother Henry. John F>. is 
another son of Moses, who resides at Taleott, and has two sons. 


> * ’ G * 


V-. ( Hhew anil A Tike, who are employed by the C. & O. Rail 
Co. 

The Hedrick family is one of the pioneer and substantial fami¬ 
lies of the county, that go to make up her good citizenship, X. 


B. Hedrick, another son of Squire William C.. was elected justice 
of the peace in 1906. having held one term prior under appoint¬ 
ment. The Hedricks are loyal party men, but are not >eekers 
after political office. When elected, it is at the demand of their 
neighbors. 


HINES. 

Charles R. Hincjs. the founder of the family name in this 
county, was a native of Monroe County, having removed from 
that county in 1806. He married Sarah R. Beard, a daughter of 
Jesse Beard, one of the Pocahontas stock of that name, who owned 
the Beard plantation, which was a large and valuable tract of 
land on which the famous Pence's Spring is located. Jesse Beard 
was a native of Milborough, Pocahontas County, who died about 
the close of the Civil W ar. leaving two sons. Thomas Beard and 
Wallace. Beard, and three daughters—-Madora, who married George 
Keller and now resides at Lowell: Sarah R. married Charles R. 
Hines, and the other sister married Caleb Johnson, of Illinois. 
The Beard plantation was divided, and the wife of Charles R. 
Hines became the owner of 116 acres, which has recently been 
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sold to A. E. Humphries, of Charleston, for $10,000. Charles R. 
•liaes was married twice, his first wife being a Conner, of Muddy 
Creek, a daughter of John Conner, one of the first merchants who 
ever sold goods on the Lick Creek. By this wife there were born 
five children, two girls and three boys—James, Lorenzo and" John, 
and Alary and Mattie—all of whom are now dead. By the second 
wife there were six children, all of whom died in infancy except 
Charles L. B., who is now engaged a;> a pharmacist in Kansas 
City, Mo., and J. Lee, who lives at Pence’s Springs. He married 
M iss \\ inn, of Albemarle County, Ya. C. L. B. is unmarried. 

Charles R. Hines, the ancestor, was a brick mason by trade, 
and a very intelligent man. He was at one time engaged in the 

• o c o 

mercantile business at Palestine, in Greenbrier County, but* at the 

formation of Summers County was a resident thereof, and was 

active in its formation. He was a justice of the peace and a mem- 

ber of the county court from the formation of the countv until 

* 

his fUoth Pis partner in the mercantile busi 
Brown, a veteran merchant of Union. He was one of the mem- 

e location 


4 *4 rs r* 

i i w 


\\ as 


-vi. 


hers of the coi.ntv court who settled the court house 

*• 

question. Thomas Beard emigrated to the West, and was thrown 
from a wagon loaded with hav, and killed. lie never married. 

o * 7 


COCHRAN. 

Charles Cochran, one of the oldest citizens of this county, 
resides in lumoing Branch District. lie emigrated to this county 

. x. O ' A ^ 

from Franklin County, Virginia, in 187$. His wife’s name was 
Ruth Radford. He is now eighty-two years old, hale and healthy. 
He was a Confederate soldier throughout the Civil War. He at 

c 

this time has two sons living—Robert, who married Miss Pack, 
a daughter of Preston Pack, and A. J., who married a A1 iss Shively. 
Robert is a prosperous farmer in Jumping Branch District. A. J. 
has been a justice of the peace eight years. He also held the 
office of Constable for the Jumping Branch District for several 
years, and has been a member of the Democratic County Execu¬ 
tive Committee, and aggressive in the causes of his part}'. One 

died in 1884. He married a Miss Vest, daughter 
of Anderson Vest. In 1894 he was accidentally cut by a scythe 
while mowing his meadow, from which wounds he died. He had 
also held a position as constable for a number of vears. 


son. 
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DEEDS. 


a 


Two of the oldest citizens now residing in Summers County 
re two brothers, John Deeds and C. B. Deeds, the former living 
near Jumping Branch and the latter at Jumping Branch, and is 
a member of the firm of Meador & Deeds, who have been en¬ 
gaged in the mercantile business at that place for many years, and 
who are probably the oldest merchants now operating in Summers 
County. The other member of the firm is Green F. Meador, a 
son-in-law of C. B. Deeds. These brothers removed to Summers 
County while thev were vouths, before the war. Tohn is now 
ninety-two years old. They were born in Allegheny Count}', Vir¬ 
ginia, and were of Dutch descent. C. B. Deeds is one of the 
thriftiest business men in the county. Both brothers are honest, 
reliable citizens. The former established and operated a tanyard 
at Jumping Branch f 


r\ r* o 

A iA 


mi rvi 

X Li X — 1 * J X 


k 


r\ t 
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T VUl O 


EWART. 


The only family of this name ever residing in Summers County 

~ o - 

was founded by Colonel John S. Ewart. His ancestors were Eng¬ 
lish. He was boin August 22, 1813, in Groveland Township, Liv¬ 
ingston County, New York, and educated at Temple Hill Acad¬ 
emy, in his native county. He was a member of the New York 

• w 

State Guards, and as such led a company against the marauding 
Indians on the Canadian frontiers, and held a commission under 
the Government as colonel, by which title he was always famil¬ 
iarly known thereafter. The title was well earned from active 
service, as well as intelligent and brave in action as a soldier 

' o 

in the army. In 1844 he removed to Southwestern Virginia, 
where he was engaged for a number of years in teaching school, 

O O - 

civil engineering and bridge building. He possessed rare mathe¬ 
matical ability, and was noted for the intelligent plans and well 
executed work on several of the best bridges constructed in Vir¬ 


ginia. He and his brother, Tames Ewart, were contractors in the 
construction of the famous Tames River Canal. In May, 1S5A. 
he married Miss Sarah Honaker, of Pulaski County, Virginia. 
Iri 18:6 he removed with his family to Raleigh County, W. Va., 
then Virginia. This was then a sparsely settled and wild frontier 
section. In those early davs his intelligent judgment and fore¬ 
sight saw the great development which was bound to come to 
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that region, as well as its great wealth in timber and coal; but 
in those days there were no railroads or means of transportation 
within a hundred miles, with no prospects of its being developed 
within a century. He acquired, however, a large boundary of 
these coal lands, which he held until the developments were in 
sight, a number of years before his death. In the great conflict 
between the States, which began in 1801, he remained neutral, 
taking no active part on either, side, though his sympathy was 
naturally with the South. In 186.? his farm in Raleigh County 
was devastated by local plunderers. His dwelling and barn were 
burned. His stock was driven off, slaughtered and sold, and the 


accumulations of many years w r ere swept away in a night. Noth¬ 
ing was left but a barren waste of farm land. lie then moved 
with his wife and two children to a one-room cabin, the best then 
obtainable, on what was then known as the “Cooper place, M where 
he resided until 1868, when he took his family to New' York, 

where he resided until 187?. when tb°v tWn rpnim-p^ 

* ^ • 

Springs, in Raleigh County, residing there until 1878, when they 
removed to Athens, then Concord, in Mercer County, for the pur¬ 
pose of securing the benefit of the Concord Normal School for 
his children then growdng up. In the fall of 1880 lie became a 


resident of Hinton, West Virginia, purchasing the Dr. Gooch 
homestead on the island of Avis, where he continued to reside 
until his death, February 8. 1888. His remains now' rest on tlie 

(T 

old plantation in Raleigh County. Ilis wife and’four children, 
who survive him, still reside in Hinton. His family, at the date 
of his death, consisted of one son, Ilarvev Ewart, and three daugh- 

O 

ters, Mary J., the eldest of the family, having married Captain 
C. A. Alvis. one of the leading passenger conductors engaged in 


the service of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad Company. Miss 
Stella is engaged as clerk in the Hinton postoffice, which posi¬ 
tion she has held for more than twelve vears. having been first 
appointed by George W. Warren during the second Cleveland ad¬ 
ministration. and as evidence of her efficiency, her retention 
through Republican as well as Democratic administrations is the 
strongest. Miss Ella also resides with her mother, and Harvey 

C 1 ~ 

Ewart, the only son, is one of the leading and most enterprising 
citizens of this section of West Virginia. Colonel Ewart invested 
largely in mineral and timber land in Raleigh, but parted with 
his holdings before the. great appreciation in these lands came. 
He foresaw the wonderful wealth of that region, but the war, no 
doubt, was one of the chief causes in the delayed development. 
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and prevented the consummation of his hopes and plans. He was 
a man of strong convictions, great courage and extreme energy. 

O C o 

Tliese natural endowments brought him in conflict with" men, 
and unavoidably resulted in making him strong enemies and 
abiding and fearless friends. 

It was Colonel Ewart who tirst planned, and by his enterprise 
secured, the construction of the first bridge over the branch of 
the river forming the island in .Avis. It was a wooden structure, 
constructed on plan- made by him. and under whose observation 
and management it was built without money and without price 
to the tow n or the people. 


Each of the children of Colonel F.wart graduated at the Con- 
cord Normal School. He was a man of strong convictions, loyal 
to his friends, and his enemies knew where to find him. 

Harvev Ewart, the onlv son of Colonel ]ohn S. Ewart, re- 
sides on the Hat in Avis, in Summers County. He was born on 
the 3d dav of Marrh, ISM. He ^ducat* 3 ' 1 


g — ^ fc-'i 


largely bv bis father, finally taking a course and graduating at 
the head of his class at the Concord Normal School, in the fa¬ 
mous class of 1879. which included J. \V. Hinkle, of Greenbrier 
County: Clark Ellis, of the same county: M. J. Garst; of Salem, 
Va.; Harvey Lewis, of Greenbrier County: Miss Mary J. F.wart 
and Tames IE Miller. After graduating he taught in the public 

• ^ O I 

schools of Summers County for some time, and was engaged with 
A. B. Perkins in the mercantile business, hr 1892 he was nomi¬ 
nated by the Democratic party for justice of the peace in Green¬ 
brier District, without being a candidate. In 1S% he was re¬ 


elected, holding that position for eight years. In 1890 he was 

nominated for sheriff of Summers Countv over C. II. Lilly, and 

» m m 

elected over L. P. Graham, holding the office for four years. He 
was appointed a commissioner in chancery by Judge A. X. Camp¬ 
bell, which position he held throughout Judge Campbell's term 
of eight years. fie was removed in 1897 bv fudge McWhorter 

^ * J ^ 

for political reasons, and again appointed in 1905 by the present 
judge. Miller. In all official positions he is fair, honest, intelli¬ 
gent and entirely impartial, and has been one of the most effi¬ 
cient and fearless officers ever holding office in Summers Countv. 

1 • - 

Tie is one of the most enterprising citizens of the county, and 
has been engaged and interested in more of the enterprises for 
the advancement and development of this section than any other 
citizen residing therein. His intelligent, honest business fon*- 
>ight attracts him to all person- entering a new business enter- 
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prise. His judgment in business, as well as other matters, is un¬ 
excelled. His loyalty and honor are unimpeachable. He is an 
inveterate worker and energetic to the utmost, and is a master 


in 


e v c 


i\ matter that be undertakes. He 


' is now engaged in the 


coal-producing' industry, in lumber enterprises, in the wholesale 
and retail industrv, and is one of the large stockholders and chief 

• o 

promoters in the TJinton Water & Light plant. Much is due to 
him for the great hotel now being constructed in the citv of Hin- 
ton. Practically all of his investments arc with home industries 
and for the development of home enterprises. He has for a num¬ 
ber of years been engaged in insurance, both life and tire. He 
was one of the chief promoters in the organization of the National 
Bank of Summers, the strongest hank in this section of the State. 

In 1901 he was united in marriage with Hiss Emih Burke, a 
daughter of the famous editor and newspaper man. Richard Burk. 
They have two children—James H. M. Ewart, a lad of four years, 
and one daughter, Hildegard. one vear of a<^ 


WITHROW. 

The ancient family of Withrow is connected with the first 
settlement of the Preen Sulphur and I.ick Creek regions. Rob¬ 
ert Withrow, the founder of the family, was born near Vorkiown. 
in Virginia, and was a hov at the time of the fight of Yorktown 

r> « - w 

and the surrender of Cornwallis, which terminated the Revolu¬ 
tionary War of To. He related his recollections of that famous 
battle, hearing the cannons booming and seeing the marching of 
the French an ! English and American soldiers. His father's 

N 

name was William Withrow, an emigrant from Scotland, and was 
of Scotch-Irish-Wclsh descent. The family has more or less been 
always noted for the contrariness of the various members, which 
is attributed to this mixture of ancient blood. Robert Withrow's 
wife was an Alderson, from the Greenbrier River settlements, and 
her name was Jean. The sons of Robert Withrow were: Abel, 
who went Wes. finally settled in Iowa, raised a large family and 
died. His wife was a Newsom. The second son, David, married 
a Gwina, of the ancient Lowell Gwinns. who settled in the West, 
and his family was lost sight of. The third son. Robin, married 
Foster, and settled and died in Ohio State. The fourth son. 


a 


Alder-on. married a Skaggs, settled iu Favette Countv, raised a 
family and died. His wife was a daughter of Dr. lirmnv Skaggs. 


The fifth son wa 5 Samuel TlarrDoii, born in 1811. and first, set- 
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tied where Elton Lostoffice is. He at one time owned the mill 
at that place, and 'lied at the age of seventy-seven, on the head 
of Lick Creek, where he built one of the first and ancient mills 


in that region, known 


as 


“Withrow’s Mill.” first an undershot 


and later an overshot wheel. The old building is one of the pic¬ 
turesque memories of that section. He was engaged ten years 
in building it. that being the second one near the same site. His 


first wife was Sarah Kincaid, daughter of Matthew Kincaid, 
who died in Missouri. Samuel H. emigrated to Missouri, where 

he lived six vears. and then returned to Lick Creek, where he lived 

— • 

until his death. His second wife was Amanda A. Smith, of Fay¬ 
ette County, a daughter of Elijah Smith. 


He was noted for his stubbornness and contrariness, and was 
a man of strong personality. He was a Union man during the 
war and a Republican after the war, largely in opposition to all 
of his neighbors and all of his sons. He was a man of ingenuitv 

o c? ~ 

and a good carpenter and millwright, all of which he learned with¬ 
out teaching. 

C 1 

The sixth son was Allen, who also married a daughter of 
Matthew Kincaid, settled in Missouri and died there. The daugh- 

7 o 

Llarrah; 

1 


a n < 


ters of Rt'! ert Withrow were: Hannah, who married a 

Bettie, who married a Smith, the mother of Jackson Smith, 

the man who, with M. Hutchinson, built the first log storehouse 
at Elton and was the ancient merchant of that tdace, along with 

X T * ^ 

his partner, M. Hutchinson. The third daughter, Virginia, mar¬ 
ried a McClung. The sons and daughters of Samuel H. Withrow 

c 

by his first marriage were: Columbus Wran, John Knox, Matthew 
Alexander, and two daughters, Sarah, who married Joseph Green 
Burdette. The children bv his second marriage were: Milliard 

mf O 

% 

Fillmore, who lives on the old plantation; Robert Smith, who 
married Miss Mollie Graham, a daughter of Blacksmith James 
Graham, and Allen, w ho removed. to Ohio in his vouth. The 


w 1 1 o 


married Enos Flint, of 


daughters were Miss Sallie Ann, 

Griffith’s Creek, Ellen and Kate. 

Among the familv of Withrows, on Lick Creek, w r as Curtis, 
married and having a familv. Charles W., now of Becklev, and 

r> v ~ 

the late A. f., of New Richmond, were his sons. He volunteered 
in the Southern Army, from which he never returned, and from 
the dav he left his familv to fight for his State he was never heard 
from. His widow and children, after the close of the war, waited 
and watched for his return as the other soldiers came in. but he 
never came, the general understanding being that he was killed 
in battle and his identity loot forever. 
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JONES. .. . . 

Brice Miller was a native of Monroe County and oi English 
descent. T. J. Jones was a noted justice of the peace in recon¬ 
struction days, alwavs 


signing his 


name “T. J. Jones, Justice 
J. P.” He was from Monroe County and a descendant of one of 
the first settlers of the Wolf Creek region, and one of his sisters, 
Sarah, married George \Y. Dean, one of the oldest residents of 
the county, notv being eighty yeafs of age. Their sons are Dr. 
George Yd. Dean, a dentist; Samuel \Y. Dean, an insurance broker, 
and Ballard AY. Dean, a lumberman. George AY. Dean lived for 

' o 

a number of years on the Matthew Dunbar place on the Hump 
Mountain adjoining the Kalor lands, then removed to the Simp¬ 
son Zickafoose place on the mountain near Elton, adjoining the 
AVilliam Miller farm, now owned by Major G. AY. Goddard’s heir* 
Thos. I Tones married a daughter of Brice Miller, 
roe Countv, who at an earlv dav settled at the foot of Keener's 
Knobs on the Lick Creel: side. His sons were A. T. and AYm. An- 
derson. These Millers, Jones and Dequasies were all allied by 


cip mill V C Ul 


marriage. 


Marion Mize married Christina, a daughter of AA’illiam An¬ 
derson Miller, and they now live on the Dunn place on New River 
near Pack's Ferry. 

Charles Mize married another daughter, and they live on Lick 
Creek on the waters of AYm Bibber (Bensliver) branch of Lick 
Creek. He is a very quiet, hard-working, thrifty man. The Mizes 
were from Patrick County, Virginia. 

AVilliam DeOuasie Miller, the only son of AY. A., lives in 
Monroe County. He was manv years ago going down Lick Creek 

^ * * o o o 

one dav, and on the road between the AAA E. Miller and A. A. 
Miller farm found a large pocketbook with a considerable sum of 
money in it. He concealed it under a culvert, and later went 
back and appropriated it and the funds to his own use. Later it 
was discovered, and he was arrested, indicted and sentenced to 
serve two years in the penitentiary, but a Question as to his sanitv 
arose. He was proved to be insane, and escaped incarceration. He 
as a youth was known far and wide as a notorious story-teller. 
He would fabricate a yarn out of anything, and tell “white lies” 
for his amusement. Later in life he settled down and became a 
peaceable, quiet and law-abiding citizen. 
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CRAWFORD. 

Thomas Crawford was a native of Monroe Countv. born near 

■/ 

Lvnnside, who moved from that county many years ago and 
settled near (Ireenbrier River in the Dog Trot community. He 
was a man of worth and a good citizen. He left the following 
children, now residents and citizens of Forest Hill District: Henry 
Crawford, the oldest son, is a merchant at Forest Hill. He mar¬ 
ried Elizabeth McNeer, a daughter of Richard McXeer. A. T. 
Craw'ford, another son, married A!iss Boude, a daughter of Sam¬ 
uel K. Boude, and sister of Walter H. Boude, the clerk of the 
circuit court. J. Walter, another son, married a daughter of W il¬ 
liam Redmond, of near Indian Mills. Another son. John W., has 

never married. He also left one daughter, who married Charles 

• • 

Lively, of Monroe County. J. Waiter Crawford is a prominent 
minister in the Missionary Baptist Church. 

There was another family of Crawfords in that district, of whom 
Ilenrv Crawford, a prominent farmer and excellent citizen, resides 
near Ballangee Post Office. He married a Leftwich, sister to 
Jabez and George W. Leftwich and dan 
the settler. His father settled on Bradshaw's Run. His son, Lacy 
Crawford, is engaged in the lumber business at Mayberry, West 

7 O O • • 

Virginia. Another son, Robert, married Florence Hedrick, a 
daughter of Squire Wm. C. Hedrick, and his daughters. Misses 
Xina and Bessie, are teachers in the county. There are no better 
citizens than these Crawfords of Forest Hill. 


LOWE. 

Matthew Lowe was one of the first settlers in Talcott District. 
He was born at Pence Springs and raised a large family on the 
Hungart's Creek farm, about a mile from the mouth of that 
creek, now' owned by John Willy. He was a son of S. Lowe. 
His wife was a daughter of the old settler Kincaid. He was born 

O 

in 1793, and was drafted as a soldier in the war of 1812, but it 
was terminated before he saw actual seiwice. Tie raised a family 
of eighteen children—Clark, who married Sarah Campbell, a 
daughter'of William Campbell: Charley, who married Emmeline 


Meadow s. 


cl 

T 


daughter of Joshua Meadows: Sam, who married 


C ainei uk- Meadow 


s. a 


daughter of Toshua Meadows; Granville 


(J. G.), who marriedl a Miss Vines, daughter of Silas Vines; M., 
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who married a daughter of William Campbell; John, who married 
Sadie Alien, a daughter of Xathaniel Allen and sister of Archie 
Allen; Clementine, who married Archie Mann, son ci John Mann; 
Adaline, who married William Arnett, son of Henry Arnett; Liz¬ 
zie, who married James Ramsey, son of David Ramsey; Ann, who 
mariied Anderson Wheeler, son of Robert Wheeler: Rebecca, who 
married Jordan Grimmett, son of Joseph Grimmett; Agnes, who 
married Peter W yant, a son of Peter Wyant. There are a number 
of the descendants of Matthew Lowe still living throughout that 
part of jumping Branch and other parts of the county. C. E. Lowe 
and Clifford Lowe, of Hinton, the furniture dealers, and Webster 
Lowt are sons of Granville Lowe, who lived near the “Shoemaker 
Bill” Lilly place in Jumping Branch District. John Lowe, who 
died in 1906, lived at the same place. He was afflicted and unable 
to walk for twenty-seven years prior to his death. Matthew 
Lowe was one of the guards at the hanging of Beck Coulter at 

o o o 

Union Tail, the hrst and onlv woman ever legallv executed frr.ru 

•U r VA w 

the territorv of Summers Countv. 

The oi ly woman ever executed from this section of the country 
and from the territorv of Summers Countv was a negro slave. 

* ~ o 

Beck Coulter, who was owned bv William Coulter. Site was a 

* 

nurse for the son of her master, and to get rid of the labor and 

c? 

annoyance attendant upon nursing the child, killed him. She 


was arrested and lodged in jail at Union, being in that part of 
Summers territory taken from Monroe, tried for murder, found 
guilty, and hung by the neck until dead in the jail yard at Union. 
That was more than tiftv vears ago. Matthew Lowe, of HungartG 

■» • Cm 

Creek, was one of the guards at the jail at this execution. Another 
negro executed at Union jail was Buck Johnson, who killed Hun¬ 
ter, the timekeeper at the Big Bend Tunnel during its construc¬ 
tion. Hunter was killed at the exact location where Hilldale 
Station is now situated, at the west portal of the Big Bend Tunnel, 
and Johnson was tried and convicted at Union, and executed im¬ 
mediately prior to the formation of Summers County. He was a 
negro laborer working on the construction of the Big Bend Tunnel. 
Hunter was the timekeeper for Wm. R. Johnson, the contractor 
w’ho constructed the Big Bend Tunnel for the C. X O. Raihvav 


Co. He was supposed by Johnson to have in his possession the 
money to meet Johnson’s pay-roll, and was killed in cold blood 


for gain, and the law was righteous!} vindicated by the conviction 
and execution of the black murderer. ^ 
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THE STORY OF PAULEY. 

it was on September 23. 177V, that Margaret Pauley and her 
husband, John, together with James Pauley, wife and child, Robert 
Wallace and wife and Price Miller set out from the- Greenbrier 
section to go to Kentucky. They crossed .Yew River at the horse 
ford at the mouth of Rich Creek, then down New River .and up 
East River, which was the shortest route to the Cumberland Gap. 
Each of the men had his ride; the women on the horses, on which 
was packed what household plunder they could carry was in front, 

the men in the rear driving the cattle. About noon of the dav 

% 

referred to, and when the party had readied a point on East River 
about one mile below the mouth of Five Mile Fork thereof, sup¬ 
posed to have been near the upper end of the old farm of Captain 
William Smith, they were attacked by five Indians and one white 
man by the name of [Morgan, who was in company with the In¬ 
dians. The first intimation that the party had of the presence of 
the savages was the report of a gun. The women. Mrs. John and 
James Pauiew were knocked down from their horses by the Indians 
with their clubs. Wallace and the two children were killed and 
scalped, and John Pauley, though fatally wounded, escaped, and 
succeeded in reaching Wood's Fort on Rich Creek, where he died 
in a short time. The Indians took Mrs. John and Janies Pauley 
prisoners, and on leaving the scene of their atrocities, went up 
East River to the mouth of Five Mile Fork, and thence up the 
same to the head across the Bluestone. and on to the Ohio and to 
the Indian towns of the Miami. There were two women and the 
little bov oi Marv Paulev. born shortlv after she reached the 

r r • * 

Indian towns, who remained prisoners for about two years. Finally 
Mrs. Pauley escaped, and Margaret and her child shortly after this 
were ransomed. 

Mrs. Pauley’s maiden name was Handley. After the return of 
Margaret Paulev she married a Mr. Frskine. bv whom she had a 
daughter who married Hugh Capcrton, who became a distinguished 
man. and who was the father of the late Lb S. Senator Allen T. 
Caperton, of Monroe County. Adam Capcrton. the father of Hugh, 
was killed in a battle with the Indians at the Little Mountain, or 
Fstell’s Defeat, near where Mr. Sterling, Kentucky, is now situated. 
Captain Estell and six of his men were killed and seventeen of the 
Indians were killed. This battle was fought on the 22d dav of 


March. 1782. Senator Allen T. Caperton wrote out a full history 
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of the attack, capture and escape of his grandmother, Margaret 
Pauley from her dictation when she was a very aged lady. His 
account is published in full, as taken by Senator Caperton, in Mr. 


Virgil A. Lewis’ “History ol West Virginia. See aLo “Johnston’s 


History of the Middle Xew River Settlements. 


yy 


FOX. 

David and Samuel Fox, two brothers, emigrated in the early 
days from Franklin County, Virginia, and settled at Brooks' Falls 
on New River, four mile^ west of Hinton. They were sons of 
William Fox, who bought land from Brooks, the first settler, who 
had secured a grant from the Commonwealth of Virginia. David 
and Samuel had two other brothers, William and Joseph, who 
settled on the War Ridge in Fayette County. Samuel died during 1 


o 


the Civil War, a prisoner at Johnson’s Island, one of the Union 
prisons. David died a few r ears ago, leaving the milowLig chi: 
dren, who reside in the county: J. A. Fox, Charles R. Fox, David 


M. Fox and Samuel II. Fox, all prosperous and living at Brooks 
anil its neighborhood. Joseph R.. who moved to Parkersburg. 
Elizabeth married lames H. Martin, a Confederate soldier of Lick 


r 


reel:; 


Susan mariied 


Wikis. 


Henry Bennett, and Mary married John 
Fox and Frank. Kldridge and John are 
alsd sons of David, and moved from this section several r ears ago. 
The boxes are a thrifty, law-abiding people, good citizens and of 
the class that go to make a good community. 

o 


WILLIAM H. SAWYERS. 

h 

Wm. H. Sawyeis was born October 25. 1870, on a farm near 
Meadow Bluff, in Greenbrier County, and, like many of the suc¬ 
cessful men of this country, began his career as a farmer and 


orator’s 


teacher in the public schools, as a stepping-stone to a higher career. 
Through his own efforts he took a complete course at the State 
Normal School at Concord, graduating and taking the 
medal in the class of 18—; later, he took the law course at the 
West Virginia University, graduating and taking the degree of 
L. L. B. in the class of 1894. In 1895 he acquired one-third interest 


in the 




n depe n d e nt H e rald.’‘ 


^ * 
-i 


newspaper, with Howard Tem¬ 


pleton and his son. Maurice Templeton. Later, he disposed of his 
interes + in that enterprise, and he was appointed to a position in 
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a 


the Interior Department of the general government at Washing¬ 
ton, D. C., at which city, at the Columbia University, he took the 
post-graduate course in international law and diplomacy. Later he 
acquired the entire ownership of the “Independent Herald,” 
newspaper at Hinton, which he has successfully conducted to the 
present date, being the editor, owner and publisher. 

Mr. Sawyers is an accomplished writer and close student, with 
a successful future before him. In politics he is a Democrat, and 
has occupied positions of trust in the councils of that party, having 
been Chairman of the Democratic Countv Committee, conducting 
the campaign of 1898 successfully. In 1904 he was elected a mem¬ 
ber of the Democratic State Executive Committee for the Seventh 
Senatorial District, succeeding James IT. Miller on his nomination 


for the judgeship. He practices his profession incidentally with his 
newspaper work. Recently he has been selected as secretary and 
editor of the “Fayette Sun,” a Democratic newspaper founded on 
the first dav of Februarv, 1906. He has been twice elected r-rcsi 
dent of the Board of Education of Greenbrier District, and favor¬ 
ably mentioned for other places of trust and honor. He married 
Miss Josephine McCreery in 1' ' 07 . a daughter of James T. McCreery. 
Since the retirement of Judge Daly he has been elected judge of 
the police court of Hinton for the succeeding term. 


FOSTER. 

There are a number of people now residing in the county by 
the name of Foster, and who seem not to have been of the original 
settlers. One of the first to settle in the county was James Ellison 

Foster, who came from Monroe County before the war and settled 

» # 
on Wolf Creek Mountain—a very intelligent man, who was promi¬ 
nent at the formation of the countv. He was related to the old 

J 

tainiiv of that name, descendants of whom live in Monroe Countv. 

• ^ * 

Addison Foster, a brother of James E., located in the same section 

of the Wolf Creek country, in Forest Hill District, while James E. 
located in Greenbrier, Wolf Creek being the line between the two 
districts. 

James F. Foster, who owns a good farm on the same mountain. 
L now engaged in the butcher business in Hinton. Lee Foster 


% . 


j 


Judson Foster, now 


residing in Hinton, is a son of Addison, both of the older brothers 
living to be old men. lames F. and his sons are Methodists and 
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Republicans, while Add-on's were Baptists and Democrats. James 
H. Ilobbs married Martha, daughter of James E. 

Peter M. Foster, son of James E., is one of the active Demo¬ 
crats of Forest Hill, and is a member of the Board of Education 
of that district. He married a daughter of Thomas \Y. Townslev, 

O v / 

and is a carpenter by trade, a> well as a farmer. 

There is another family of Fosters residing in Green Sulphur 
District, of which A. A. Foster is the founder, settling at an early 
day on the Swell Mountain. His two sons, j. 1. and A. ). Foster, 
are both prominent farmers in the community, Jacob J. Foster 
having held the office of justice for four years, and Andrew J. 
president of the Board of Education for four years, being Repub¬ 
licans in their political faith. They are among the old teachers 
of the countv. are farmers, and are law-abiding and good citizens. 

•* o o 

Joseph Martin married their sister. Margaret; Simeon Berkeley, 
another sister, and Henry Clav Martin, another. 


HAYNES. 

The family of Haynes has never been a numerous one in the 
county, though of eminent respectability, prominence an intelli¬ 
gence. They are of German descent. ‘'The Dutchman naturally 
• ^ ♦ 

takes to blue grass. limestone and fat cows," so the original Haynes 


settle in Monroe Countv, then Virginia. The original German was 
Havne. and the only American modification is the addition of the 

Utter S. The German botanist, Friederich Gottleib Havne, 1763- 

1832, preserved to the present century the original orthography in 
his native country, to also the American poet, Paul H. Havne, 
Isaac Havne, a Revolutionary officer, and Robert Havne, the Amer- 

•* w * 

ican statesman and oratdr. 1761-1840. 

The family of Haynes of which we treat are descendants from 
the Revolutions v officer, Isaac Havne, who was famed for his 

* m 

patriotism in the days of *76. Isaac was the father of seven broth¬ 
ers, soldiers in the struggle for American independence. 1 he pro¬ 
genitor of the Monroe branch was W illiam Havnes, who emerged 

r> * v_ 

from the Revolution of 1776 with.an S to his name. Of the seven 
brothers, Charles is without a history, except for the single item 
of his marriage, November 24. 1781. with Mary Dixon, of Green¬ 
brier. 

Benjamin belonged to General Morgan’s "Legion" of riflemen, 

J O * 

and is traditionally remembered as a rollicking, hardy, stout young 
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man. Late one evening;, when the “Legion” was about to bivouac 

O 7 o 

for the night, a voung bull came bellowing into camp. Getting; 

o O o l O 

down on all fours, Ben began to menace and bellow, too. At an 
unguarded moment the animal made a furious lunge, and, catching 
a horn under the waistband of Ben’s leather breeches, bore his 
terrified tormentor off in triumph some forty or fifty yards, to the 
great amusement of his "Legion” comrades, who had stopped to 
witness the performance. After the Revolution Ben lived and died 
on Jackson's River, about nine miles above Covington, Virginia. 

All traces of the family of these brothers have entirely disap¬ 
peared. 

Joseph also lived and died on Jackson’s River. April 5, 1872, 
he was married to Barbara Rifle, of Greenbrier. The late Major 
Haynes, who lived near Oakland in Allegheny County, was a son 
of Colonel Charles Havnes. of the "Stonewall Brigade,” who died 

V WV 7 

a few years ago. and was a grandson of Joseph Haynes. 

\!oses settled in Tennessee at an early day, but no special knowl¬ 
edge is had of him. 

William, born December 18, 1SA3, settled in Monroe Countv 
(then Greenbrier) on a farm between Cap Mills and the Sweet 
Springs. His wife was MBs Catherine Shanklin. of Botetourt 
County, Virginia. About 1705 Mr. Haynes moved to another farm 
at the toot of Little Mountain near Gap Mills, where he resided 
until his death, Mav 1, 1819, and his wife died there also in June 
1812. In early life he was a merchant, but soon gave up that 
occupation. The pioneer Presbyterian divine, Dr. McLlhenny, 
says: "The first family I visited in the field of my mission (Green¬ 
brier and Monroe) was that of Mr. Haynes in the Gap in Monroe 
County, and in his house I delivered mv first sermon on the west 

• w 

of the Allegheny. By the aid of physical phenomena and certain 
topographical features, the locality in which Mr. Haynes lived is 
of considerable interest to the lover of natural curiosities. The 
point was named from the gap torn by Second Creek through Little 
Mountain by the bygone ages. This and the forcing of New River 
through Peter’s Mountain at the Narrows, measure up in grandeur 
almost with Jefferson’s description of the ‘Passage of the Potomac 
through the Blue Ridge/ The marks of disruption and avulsion 
left where these mountains of Monroe were cloven from apex to 
base also furnish monuments of war between rivers and mountains, 
which must have shaken the earth to its center. Relics of the 
glacier and plutonic era prevail extensively throughout the New 
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River anu Greenbriei Valleys. Everywhere, turn whithersoever 
von will, there causes are to be seen 


it i 


Flinging' their shadows on high. 
Like dials which the wizard, time. 
Had used to count his acres bv7 ” 


w • 1 


Cl J cl 


William Haynes was a prominent citizen. lie had one daugh¬ 
ter, Agnes D., who married, in the winter of 1819, Michael Erskine. 
of Monroe, afterwards removing to Gaudolope County, Texas, 
where she died, leaving five sons. John, Andrew. William, Michael 
and Alexander, and live daughters, Catherine, Margaret, Melinda, 
Ellen and Agnes. The late Mr. Erskine Miller, of Staunton, Vir¬ 
ginia, was a grandson of Mrs. Agnes D. Erskine. 

O 7 o o 

James Madison Haynes was the eldest child of William, the 
senior, and was born Februarv 17. 1794. He was one Year old when 
hi> father moved to the McNutt place, which event he distinctly 
remembered in after vears. He lived to be sixtv-four vears cf a^c: 

oiudciii uf Lewisburg Academy and member of the military 

company thereof. He married Miss Elizabeth Dunlap, September 
20, 1821. He was a magistrate of Monroe County and a commis¬ 
sioner of the county court. He removed to Greenbrier County in 
1840, five miles below Alder>on, where he died in 1858. lie left 
six children, William Haynes, of Summers Countv; Alex. D. 
Haynes, a successful merchant of Red Sulphur Springs, who rep¬ 
resented Monroe Countv in the Virginia Legislature in 1856, and 

- o o 

died November 14. 1857. Robert P. Haynes was a major of militia 
before the war between the States, and entered the regular service 
of the Confederacy in the 20th Bataliion, Virginia Infantry. Fie 
was captured at the battle of Cold Harbor, and a few days after 
killed in a railroad collision, July 16. 1864, while on his way to 
Elmira, N. Y.. as a pri>oner of war. 

The fourth son was Rev. James Haynes, who was graduated 
from Washington College in 1859, entered Union Theological Semi¬ 
nary in 1859, and graduated in 1862, and located tlie same year at 
Muddy Cree 

in 1863. After preaching one year at Anthony’s Creek, he entered 
the Confederate Army as chaplain in the spring of 1863, and there 
continued until the close of the war. He preached at Muddy Creek 
from 1865 to 1870, which included McElhanny Chapel in the Mead¬ 
ows and Lick Creek, when he was placed in charge of an evangeli¬ 
cal held in Favette Countv for two wars, making his home at 


"k, and was ordained into the Lewisburg Presbvtery 


Ganiev Brid°'- i 




thence lie made his home at Cotton Hill. He 
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recently died, leaving a large family. One daughter of James M. 
Haynes never married; the other, Jane A., married \Vm. Caraway, 
of Alderson. West Virginia 

o 

Andrew S. Haynes died at the age of twenty-six at Gap Mills. 

William P. Havnes was born August 2, 1802. and graduated 

• O O 

in medicine in Philadelphia, and located in Alabama for the prac¬ 
tice of his profession, but died November, 1825. 

1 homas X. Haynes also graduated in medicine in Philadelphia, 
and practiced for a short time in Monroe; went to various points 
South, and died in Texas. Fie was the voungest son of William 

- o 

Haynes, and was born August 9, 1805, and was never married. A 

cave on the farm of William Haynes at Gap Mills is pointed out as 

being the scene of the death of two Guinea negroes, man and wife. 

many years ago. They were the property of William Haynes, and 

were noted tor their thieving propensities. They committed some 

theft, for which the}' received a severe whipping by the overseer, 

with the promise of us repetition in a day or two. The next day 

they were missing. Search being made, they were found with their 

throats cut and sitting erect against the side of the cave, the man 

still holding in his hand the razor with which the fatal deed had 

been done. These superstitious slaves, believing that they would 

return to Guinea after death, had taken all of the clothes and monev 

* 

they possessed into the cave with them. The money had been 
placed in the dress pocket of the woman with a view to bearing 
the expenses of their spiritual transportation, and was buried in 
the cave with the bodies. 

The present family of Havnes of the county are the descendants 
of the late William Haynes, a son of James Madison Haynes, who 
resided at the old Haynes ferry* plantation on Greenbrier River 

4 ~ 

about five miles west of Alderson, and Thomas X. Haynes, of 
Pack's Ferry, on Xew River near the mouth of Bluestone, on the 
opposite side therefrom, residing on the old Captain Grandison 
Landcraft place, on which the old I'ack’s Ferry' was originally 
established many years ago by the Packs, the first settlers of that 
region. He is the son of Mr. George Haynes, of Rig Wolf Creek 
in Monroe County, who was a famous horse-trader and owner of 
the water-mill on that creek. J. X. Haynes* is one of the best citi¬ 
zens of the countv, and is the father of fames Havnes, a successful 
employee of the C. X O. Railway', and Harvey Haynes, a farmer 
on Xew River. 

J. X. Hay'iies married a Miss McLaughlin, sister of Rev H. 
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McLaughlin, the able minister of the "Missionary Baptist Church, 
and a daughter of lames McLaughlin, of Nicholas Countv. 

~ o 7 ^ 

lion. William Haynes resided at his farm of Oak Lawn at the 
old Haynes’ Ferry near Pence’s Springs all his life. He was an 
educated farmer, practical as well as theoretical, a fine surveyor 
and mathematician. Some of the finest maps of land surveyed 
existing anywhere were made by him. One is now held by Mr. 
Andrew Gwinn at Lovell of his magnificent plantation of 2,000 
acres. He was a son of James Madison Haynes and grandson of 
William, the senior, of the ‘‘Gap,” and the grandfather of William J. 
Haynes, of Hinton, now engaged in the Hinton Department Co., 
and from whom we acknowledge much of the information we have 
in regard to the ancestral Haynes, having furnished me with a 
sketch from ‘‘Dr. McElhennv’s Scholars,” the old Lewisburg Acad- 

w 

emv, from which we have liberally quoted; William Haynes, Jr., 
being the onlv son and child of the late lames II. Haynes, a son 

o - ^ 

of the Hon. William Haynes. 

lion. Wunam Haynes was born September 5, 1822, and in his 
eighteenth year moved with his father, James M. Hames, to “Oak 
Lawn,” where he died. In 1850 he was married to Miss Amanda 
Ellen Harvey, a sister of the late “Squire” Allen L. Harvey, and 
who was a daughter of lames Harvey, of Monroe Countv. Of this 

O ► •• ' r 

union there were horn three sons. Jas. Harvey Haynes, who was en¬ 
gaged in the mercantile business in Hinton at the date of his death, 
on the 15th day of October, 1897, suddenly and without a moment’s 
warning. He was a man of strong parts, open, manly and gen¬ 
erous. . At the time of his death lie was at the head of the Demo¬ 
cratic party organization of the county, and it was by his leadership 
the notable victory of 1896 was won, when foes from without and 
traitors and enemies from within the party organization had de¬ 
termined to annihilate the organization within the county, when 
the C. & O. Railway, with all its prestige and power, endeavored 
to force the county under its “Gold Standard” into the Republican 
camp; when the president of the great road went all over the city 
in a carriage drawn by four horses, accompanied by the superin¬ 
tendent and lesser officials, threatening employees with confiscation 
of jobs and dire calamity. It was then that the great power of 
Jas. H. Haynes was exhibited at its best as an organizer. Never 
losing his head or his good temper, he organized the party as had 

never been done before, and saved the county to the Democratic 

party. At the next convention of the party strong and sincere 

resolutions were passed, emulating his character arid his virtues. 


it 


i 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


563 


He had been a teacher, farmer and merchant. The other son, Tohn, 

is one of the leading merchants of Hinton and one of the owners 

of the Hinton Department Co., a leading Democrat, and one of the 

meiiibci'o ui the common council of the citv of Hinton. The other 

* 

son, Harm Ilavnes, resides with his-mother at the ancestral home 
- - ^ 

on the banks of the Greenbrier, is a farmer and was elected in 1900 
a member of the county court of the county, and is now its presi¬ 
dent. 

Hon. William Haynes was elected a member of the Constitu¬ 
tional Convention of 1871, which framed the second Constitution 
of West Virginia and the one now existing in the State. He was 




prominently connected with farm organizations for many years; was 
lecturer and secretarv of the State Grange, and believed that in the 


union of the farmer there was strength. In 1892 he was nominated 

and elected a member of the State Senate from Eighth Senatorial 

District of the State of which Summers was a part, serving for four 

rears with honor. It was during this term that Charles ]. Faulkner 

and Johnson X. Camden were elected for the last time to the 

Senate cf the United States, they being the last Democrats elected to 

that body from the State. He was educated at the old Lewisburg 

Academy under Dr. McElhenny, as had his father before him, and, 

as stated elsewhere, was directly related to the American poet, Paul 

Hayne, and the great orator and statesman from South Carolina, 

Hon. Robert Young Ilavne, who had the celebrated Oratorical tilt 

wPh Daniel Webster. He was a consistent and energetic member 

of the Presbyterian Church for forty years, high in its councils, and 

one of its pillars in this section of the State. He was noted for his 

kind heart and Christian character. His farm was a model; he 

demonstrated his theories by practical applications. At the date of 

♦ W 

the formation of this county as created he made a survey for a 
new county under the direction of Dr. Samuel Williams and A. P. 
Pence, Esq., of New Richmond. Had this county been formed in¬ 
stead of Summers, the county seat would have been at A”ew Rich¬ 


mond instead of Hinton. 

In 1874 the famous political fight was made, in which Mr. Haynes 
was the Democratic nominee against Hon. Sylvester Upton, a very 
estimable citizen of Jumping Branch, and who had represented the 

t 

county of Mercer in the State Legislature. Mr. Upton was a Repub¬ 
lican of conservative inclinations, but ran as an independent candi¬ 
date, receiving the full vote of his own party and a strong element 
of the Democratic party, led by 91 r. Elbert Fowler, who found fault 
with the manner of the nomination of Mr. Haynes, which was made 
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bv “passing around the hat” at a mass-meeting held in the grove 
where Mr. Dw ight James now lives in Hinton. Whether the nomi¬ 
nation was regular or fair, or whether it was unfair, it is not 
possible now to snv; but no charge or hint was ever suggested 

1 v* O * - * 

that Mr. llavnes was a party to anything wrong in connection with 
the norm nation, a^ he was in no wise a candidate. Mr. Upton was 
successful, and the result submitted to In Mr. Haynes in that philo¬ 
sophical spirit for which he was noted. In the election for the 
Constitutional Convention and to the State Senate he was not a 
candidate for either position, but was nominated and elected by 


v\ ail 


a r- 

*. i 


reason of the high esteem in which he was held bv his fellow citi- 
zens. In those days the custom had not entirely ceased to exist 
of the office seeking the man. 

His death was sudden and without warning. In addition to his 

three sons, he left surviving him two daughters. Misses Isabella 

and Marv and his widow, who still reside at the old homestead 

* 

Ham Haynes. The homestead is a part of the 400 
acres at Haynes' Ferry granted by the Commonwealth of Vir¬ 
ginia to James Graham. Sr., which was acquired by James Madi¬ 
son Haynes, who owned it at his death. A part of this farm de¬ 
scended to William Haynes and to his children, and a part was 
purchased by Joseph Xowlan, and is now owned by Mrs. Tolly. 
Hon. William Ha\nes was a scientific farmer, as is his son Harrv, 
anti it is not uncommon for his cornfield to produce 100 bushels 
to the acre. 


BACON. 

Robert Carter Bacon was a direct descendant of the famous pa¬ 
triotic leader of Bacon's rebellion against the authoritv of Lord 
Berkelev in Virginia in the earlv colonial (lavs, Berkeley being the 
English nobleman, then Governor, against whose authority Xa- 

o o + 

thaniel Bacon led a revolt, and on whose death the revolution col¬ 
lapsed, facts of histor\ known to all who have read the history of 
this countv, and his name will live in history to the remotest ages 

•r - m 

and as long as history G written. 

Robert Carter Bacon came to this country before the Civ il War, 
formed an acquaintance wdth Jacob Fluke, who resided on the 
plantation now known as the Bacon place. At that time there was 
located where Bacon's Mill is now situated, around the bend of the 
Greenbrier, back of the Big Bend Mountain, some tu'o and one 

i ^ 

half miles from Talcott Station. “Fluke’s" mill and carding ma- 
chine, run and operated from the splendid water-power at that 
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point. Soon after Mr. Bacon’s arrival in the community this mill 
was burned and utterly destroyed, a total loss to Mr. blitke, who 
was not able to rebuild on the plans desired, and Bacon became a 
partner and Interested in the property, and oil the. site of the de¬ 
stroyed plant was built Bacon's Mill, just prior to tile war a few 
\ ears, and which is still standing - to-clav, being a large two-storv 
frame structure, with wooden turbine, wheel and machinery for 

the manufacture of grain into flour, feed and meal. It has for 

« 

years been the only available mill in that region, and is patronized 
for miles around, it being an , ‘all-the-vear-arounu” mill, and not a 

o » 7 

“wet-weather" enterprise. Later, Mr. Bacon married Miss M. X. 
Fluke, the only daughter of Jacob Fluke, and each of her brothers 
dying in the Southern Army. On the death of her father she 
inherited all of the properties formerly owned by him, and is now 
the posessor of one of the best and most elaborate farms in the 
countv. consisting of 1,000 acres of land on the Greenbrier. 

Robert C. Bacon died in the rear 18bU. leaving the widow who 
still survives, and who is a lady of rare good sense, culture and 
refinement, one son, Nathaniel, and one daughter. Miss Mary, 
who died a few vears ago in Xew Mexico, where she had gone in 
search of health. 

X\ Bacon, the son, is now cashier of the Talcott Banking X 
Guaranty Co., incorporated under the lavs of the State of West 
Virginia on the 2°th day of September, 1900. He is also president 
of the Talcott Toil Bridge Co. and actively engaged in farming 

C? » v? O O 

and stock raising, and is progressive and active in business affairs. 
We are able, through his courtesy, to give some data in regard to 
the Bacon lands. 

Robert C. Bacon was a gentleman of education, an “Old Mir- 

% 

ginian" of business foresight. To secure the advantages of the 
water-power below Talcott on the Greenbrier, which is very fine, 
lie secured all the river frontage from above Talcott to a distance 

o 

below his mill, three miles. Some time before his death he 
prepared his last will and testament in his own handwriting, do- 


the 


vising all of his property to his wife. Nathaniel Bacon is 
only man of the name in the county, and is a direct descendant 

of the colonial Bacons and Carters. Jacob Fluke was one of the 

* 

first >etllers on the Greenbrier River within the countv. 

Robert Carter Bacon came to the territory of Summers Countv 
to John Gwinn's. in the Lick Creek country, on the 23d of Novem¬ 
ber. 1853. There he took sick, and meeting with Andrew Gwinn, of 
the Lowell settlement, when he became able, he returned to Mr 
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Gwinn’s house, a mile east of Lowell, and while there he was 
present at a trial before Squire Gwinn over a sheep killing dog, 
at which trial he met Jacob Fluke, his future father-in-law and the 
grandfather of Nathaniel Bacon. Mr. Fluke’s mill—and carding 

% O 

machine—had been burned dow n a short time before, which was 
located on v he present site of Bacon’s Mill and where it now stands, 
lie bought the bite of that mi 1 ! from Jacob Fluke, and while build- 
ing the present mill thereon, hoarded with him and remained there 
until he married his only daughter. Miss Nancy Mathews Fluke. 

When he was twenty-one years old, his father desired 
that he enter into the practice of medicine. The son, how¬ 
ever, declined, declaring that medicine was a humbug, and that he 
would beg from door to door before he would do it. The old 
gentleman told him it was time to try it, and on that day the son 

left home, went to Clarksville. ami bought a suit of clothes from 

" * ® - 

a friend, whom he made promise that if he never paid for it. that 

he would not ask his father for his monev. He went from thence 

* 

to Tennessee and taught school there, earning his first money. 
From there he went to Fine Bluff. Arkansas, where he had three 
brothers who were operating a cotton farm. He proceeded to be¬ 
come a bookkeeper and a clerk for a firm in that town, Alltschul & 
Bloom. There he lost his health, and returned to Clarksville, Vir¬ 
ginia, being confined to his bed with congestive chills. His doctor 
advised him that one more chill would kill him. He not on his 


horse and started for the White Sulphur Springs; took one drink 
of the water, declared he would not pay fifty cents for the whole 
place because it smelled like rotten eggs. He then started to Fay¬ 
etteville to visit a Colonel Coleman, with whom he was acquainted, 
took sick at John Gwinn’s, and landed as above stated. He never 
had another chill from the time he left Clarksville. He went 
through the Civil War as a Confederate soldier, being a quarter- 
matter in the Confederate Army. He w'as buried at Barger Springs, 
having died February S, 1885. He was the sixth child of the 
fifteen children of Colonel Lvdall Bacon and Marv Ann Bacon, 
whose maiden name was Marv Ann Carter, of Nottow r av Countv, 

« J * 1 

Virginia. Colonel Lvdall Bacon was born December 26, 1793, and 
w r as a son of Drurv Allen Bacon and Nancv E. Bacon. Sons of 

m/ * 

this Bacon settled in Tennessee and Georgia. Colonel Lvdall 

*_ 1 • 

Bacon died Tune 23, 1875. aged eightv-one vears and six months. 
Drury Allen Bacon was born December 4. 1765. and was the elev¬ 
enth child of Lvdall Bacon and Mary Bacon. Her maiden name 
was Marv Tnomnsou, of Lunenburg, Virginia. 
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INSCRIPTION ON THE TOMBSTONE OF NATHANIEL 

BACON. 


“Here lieth the body of Nathaniel Bacon. Esquire, whose de¬ 
scent was from the ancient house of Bacon, one of which was 
Chancellor Bacon and Lord Berulian, who was ancestor of Yir- 
ginia and President of the Honorable Council of the State and 
Commissioner in Chief for the County of York, having been such 
commissioner for above six years, and having always discharged 
the office in which he served with great fidelitv and locally to his 

o ~ ^ * 

friends, who departed this life the 16th of March, 1692.” 

The tombstone from which the above inscription is taken lies 
in the old churchyard of Glebe of York, Hampton Parish, at Hamp¬ 
ton, Virginia. 


KESLER. 

Osborn Taylor Kesler (named after General Zachary Taylor), 
who now resides on the old Gwinn farm at Pence’s Springs station, 
on the C. & O. Railway, was born on the 2d day of October, 1849, 
in Botetoun County, Virginia, and removed with his father, Abra¬ 
ham C. Kesler, to Monroe County, now Summers, in 1S5S. The 
wife of A. C. Kesler and mother of O. T. Kesler w r as Miss Sallie 
Coiner. The Keslers are of German descent. Abraham C. Kesler, 
the founder of the family in this countv, is now about eighty vears 

+ m O W -r 

of age. He hrst settled on what is known as the “Chattin” farm, 
across Greenbrier River from Talcott. O. T. Kesler married Miss 
Sallie A. Keller, October, 1869, a daughter of George Keller, Esq., 
of Lowell, and is a descendant of the Kellers who settled at Lowell 
in the early Indian fighting days, when that section was settled 
bv the Grahams, Konrads, Kellers. Ferrells and Hinehmans, Homer 

W • • ' r 

Kesler, postmaster and merchant at Pence Springs, is the only 
child of O. T. Kesler. 

O. T. Kesler has been one of the leading citizens of the county, 
engaged fot many years as a stock dealer and farmer, taking an 
active interest in the politics of the county, being a Democrat in 
his pattv principles He is the present general manager of the 


Summers Dairy & Food Co., a corporation chartered in the fall of 
1906, the present business being conducted is the dairy. A modern 
establishment is being placed in operation on the farm at Pence 
Springs, on tl-e Greenbrier River, purchased from Mr. Kesler for 
^4,000.00. The farm consists of the old Gwinn place, one of the 
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first grants in the county acquired by Silas R. Mason from Andrew 
Gwinn (Long Andy), the celebrated and prosperous farmer at 
Lowell, and by Mr. Kesler from Mason. 

In 1888 Mr. Kesler was nominated for sheriff without opposition 
as the Democratic candidate, and was elected ovei Hon. Sira \V. 

4 

\\ illew, the Independent Republican candidate. He held the posi¬ 
tion for the full term of four years. L. McD. Meadow's was his 
first deputy for the west side of New River, lie, dying soon after 
the election, Henry L. Kesler, a brother of O. T. Kesler, filled the 
position to the end of the term. 

In 1896 Mr. Kesler was again a candidate for sheriff before the 
Democratic primary, but was defeated by James H. George, of 
Green Sulphur Springs. Mr. Kesler is an active, enterprising man, 
and is now one of the jury commissioners of the county. 

Bunyan L. Kesler is the second son of Abraham C. Kesler, and 
is a farmer and stock dealer, and resides at Lowell, having married 


a Mis«t T ivoK 


p Gster of the Hon. Frank Livelv. In 1900 lie \ i 


» * % 


appointed to re-assess the real estate of the count} by the State 
Board of Public Works, on the recommendation of the county 
court of the count}'. In 1906 he drilled for sulphur water at Lowell 
on the west side of the Greenbrier, and succeeded in developing a 
ver} fine mineral water, which is likely in the future to become 
famous and make its discoverer wealthv. The analvsis of the w r ater 

* m 

is given elsewhere. 

Henry F. Kesler. the third son of Abraham Kesler, married 
Miss Ella Lively, a sister also of Mr. Frank Lively, and resides on 
a good farm on Greenbrier River between Lowell and Talcott, a 


part of the old Kincaid-Griffith Meadows tract. He was born in 
1854, and has been twice nominated by his party, the Democratic, 
and elected to the position of county superintendent of public 
schools. His first term under the old law in 1882 was for two 
vears, and his second term of four Years began in 1898. He is one 

r -• O 

of the oldest in service of the teachers of the county, is a gentleman 
of accomplishments and a practical and successful educator as well, 
as farmer. He is a Democrat in politics and a Presbyterian. Pie is 
also one of the oldest and most successful teachers of vocal music in 
this region, having pursued that vocation in his younger days. 
Hon. Upshur Higginbotham, now an attorney located at Charles¬ 
ton and the accomplished private secretary to Hon. Joseph Holt 
Gaines, M. C.. married the oldest daughter of Mr. Henrv F. Kesler. 

O m 

George Kesler, the youngest son of Mr. Abraham C. Kesler. 
* * ' ^ ^ 

was born in 1861. He is a resident of Greenville, Monroe County, 
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being now the proprietor of the famous old grist-mill at that town 
on Indian Creek. A. C. Kesler, the ancestor, still resides near 
Lowell, and is in the possession of his mental and physical activi¬ 
ties, although one of our oldest citizens. 


BRAGG. 

The Braggs were early settlers in Green Sulphur District, 
especially in the Lain el Creek and Chestnut Mountain region, ami 
their descendants still reside in that section, but not in great 
numbers. 

The most celebrated Bragg of the name was the Rev. fohn 

o o • 

Bragg, a good Missionary Baptist minister, and who was a hardy 
pioneer in the work of the Master. Some mention of Ills great 
labor in this rough and then poor and sparsely settled region is 
due to history. He was a verteran soldier of the cro?s in the wii- 

dcr^PSS in at! 4 -he* ciirrrsijnHincr T-T o ^occmbcr 

^ % 

21, 1815, and married twice, his first wife being Amanda Thompson, 
and the second, Marv 1. W itt. Bv his first wife he reared twel\e 
children, and bv the second, eight, twenty in all. During his min- 
istry he united in marriage 396 couples, and was the pastor of 


practicallv all 


the churches organized in the early days in the 


territory of Raleigh, Summer*. Greenbrier, Monroe and Gavotte 
Counties. In 1884 he removed to Imperial. Nebraska, where he 

died manv rears ago. He has two sons now residing in this countv. 


Judson Bragg, of Pipestem, and Braxton Bragg, named after the 
two famous generals of the same name, one a Confederate general 
who fought at the great battle of Chicksmauga, and the other a 
Cm"on general of Wisconsin. 

One daughter, Mrs. Dr. Clement White, resides in Raleigh. 


RYAN. 


White G. Rvan was a native of Fluvanna Countv. Virginia, 

» m 1 * " 

born in 1815, and removed to Mercer Countv, now Summers, in 


February, 18 


bought 392 acres of land from Edmond 


r • i » y 

Liny s 


heirs. He was an Irishman, and the red blood of the Celtic race 

was strong in his veins. He enlisted in the Confederate army, and 

•• 

was the captain commanding Ryan's Company, Company I. 


i 11 i ret 
a r m v. 


Virginia Regiment, as brave a lot of men as fought in that 
He. was educated for the law. and practiced that profusion, bur 
divided his time between the lav and his farm. lie va* Peeled in 
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1872 as the first elected prosecuting attorney of the county, serving 
four years, a full term, with J. Speed Thompson as his assistant. 
In November. 1841. he was united in marriage with Miss Mary 
jane Burnett. He was licensed to practice law in 1858. 

Captain Ryan was an ardent Southern man and Jeffersonian 
Democrat and a member of the Missionary Baptist Church. His 

children were Joseph \Y. Ryan, a successful farmer in the county, 

% 

assistant assessor under E. D. Ferrell, and reside.^ in Pipestem 
District; is a prominent man of intelligence and honor; Edward 
M. Ryan, a Confederate soldier, killed at Cloyd's Mountain battle, 

4 

shot through the heart and fell dead into the arms of his brother; 

7 

Joseph W., Bowman (P, John T. and C. L.. who is also a success¬ 
ful farmer of the countv, John T. being a locomotive engineer of 
the X. & AY. Railwav. and Bowman (P also having been killed in 

« C • 

the armv of the Confederate States; one daughter. Marv \Y., inter- 
married with W. F. Rvburn, of (Made Springs, Virginia. Captain 


T\V-i) 1111 u! p • 




also division 


'(AC F 


marshal; was 


captured at Waynesboro, Virginia, on the 2d of 21 arch, 18b2, and 
carried by the Federals to Fort Delaware as a prisoner of war. He 
organized two companies for the >ervice of the Southern cause 
from Mercer County, then Virginia, being the captain of each 
company. 

Toseph W. Rvan was wounded in the w ar bv being shot through 
the thigh. He has been married three times, his first wife being 
Fannie Lee Wilson, of Fayette County; the second. Miss Minerva 
A. French, of Mercer County, and the third. Miss Sarah F. Pine, 
of Mercer. 

His. children are Bertie Edwards, Mary Verne, who married 
Rufus Butler; Charles W*. Rachel R. and Fred L. 

Captain W. G. Ryan, before the war was an ardent Whig, and 
was opposed to secession, but went with his State, and after the 
war and until his death, some five vears ago, w r as identified with 
the Democratic organization. An uncompromising friend and an 
open enemy. During the exciting times just prior to the secession 
of Virginia, being opposed to secession, he had a noted fight with 
one William Dunbar, a strong secessionist, who. however, after 
the secession, organized a company of bushwhackers to prey on 
the citizens of the border. He was one of the prominent men of 
the county, and took an active interest in public affairs up to his 
death, although in his later years living somewhat a retired life. 
He was a familiar figure at partv conventions, a strong "peaker and 
influential in his section. He was one of the founders of the 








HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, 



county. 1 he farm which he bought and resided on at his death 
was underlaid with coal, and became a valuable inheritance to his 
children. He was a brave, loyal pioneer. 


BOWLES. 

There is living on the Hump Mountain, in Green Sulphur Dis¬ 
trict, several families by the name of Bowles, which is a familiar 
name to all of the inhabitants of Summers County. The original 
settler, whose name was William Allen Bowles, was an English¬ 


man who crossed the ocean shortly after the Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence by the thirteen American colonies His wife’s name was 
Sarah Preston, and was Irish. Both he and his wife crossed the 
Atlantic Ocean on the same ship before their marriage, and were 
unable to pay their transportation. Both were arrested and sold 
for the amount of their ship fare across the sea to New York. 
William C P-ovl^ was sold to a tanner, and Sarah Preston was 
sold to a baker, each for a term of seven years. After the expira¬ 
tion of this long period they were married, and removed to Frank¬ 
lin Comity, Virginia. 

David Bowles, the oldest son. was born in PTanklin County. 
Virginia, and was bound out at the age of ten vears. Before his 
term of service expired he was removed to Raleigh, then < dies 
County. After his majority he married Ruth Richmond a daugh¬ 
ter of W illiam Richmond. She was born on the 15th of March, 


her grandfather coming from 

O O' 


1818, and died February 22 , 180S 

Germanv. as well as her grandmother. David Bowles and his wife, 
who were married on April 5, 1836, settled in what is now Sum¬ 
mers County, two miles below Richmond's Falls, on the Hump 
Mountain, at the old David Bowles place, now owned by W. W. 
Richmond and wife, of the city of Hinton, and was a farmer In¬ 


occupation, born on the 17th day of December, 1811. His wile 
was born on March 18, 1818. They raised seven children, three 
girls and four boys. Four of the children are still living. The 
girls’ names were Cynthia, who married Beckenridge Gwinn Oc¬ 
tober 15. 1858. and died in Carioll Countv; pule Ann died No vein- 
her 8. 1864; Ruth died in infancy; Louisa Jane married T. 
Bragg, and iives now in Oklahoma. She was married March 3, 

1867. 

David Bowles was a great hunter in his day, the fore-ts then 
abounding in bear, deer, wild turkeys, panthers and wolves. On 
one occasion he killed a buck that weighed 150 pounds, which he 
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carried to Blue Sulphur Springs, a distance of twenty miles, and 
sold it for $8.00. Tie used to relate to his children that he had 


seen thirty-one deer 


m 


one herd. He killed on Lick Creek a 


panther measuring eleven feet from the end of tail to the end of 


its nose. 


He was attacked by this vicious animal, having no 


weapons with, which to defend himself except a dirk knife, one 


dog and two pups. 


H 


tabbed the panther nine times, eight 


times through the heart. He built the first schoolhouse in all that 
region at his own expense, and employed the teacher at like 
expense, dhe house was made, as was universal in those days, 
with a dirt floor and clapboard roof. 

His death occurred July 11, 1885, his wife having died pre¬ 
viously, and both were buried at the family graveyard cm the old 
home place. He left surviving him Janies Bowles, the youngest 
son, who died some eight years ago; William Bowles, who still 
resides on Hump Mountain, some two miles from Meadow Creek 
Station, Li \ In L. Bowies. w r ho aiso reside.-, on that mountain, and 
David Bowles. Jr., who also resides in the same vicinity. 

David Bowles, Jr., is an old schoolteacher, and has held the 
position of Road Commissioner for this district, being a mar. of 
intelligence. William Bowles is quite a geologist, having taken 


up the study on his own account, and he has claimed to have found 
considerable deposits of gold. coal, and other minerals in the Hump 


Mountain, which, however, is doubted bv mineralogists. 


He 


has not gotten his practical knowledge of geology into exten- 

O I O O r 

sive uses, nor lias he applied it beyond the narrow precincts of the 
Hump Mountain, principally on his own farm. 

Mr. Ervin Bowles is quite an authority on the Bible and Bibli¬ 
cal literature, he being able to repeat large portions of both the 
Old and New Testament from memorv. Tames Bowles, the voun 
est son of David Bowles, died August 17, 1S95, without issue. 

7 o 

There have been fifty-one grandchildren born to David Bowles 
Sr., in his lifetime. 




P. K. LITSINGER. 

m 

One of the men w'ho has made this county his adopted resi¬ 
dence and made a success is Pearnis Keefer Litsinger. born at. 
Storistown, Pa., where his father, a tinner by trade, was tempo- 
rarilv engaged, but whose residence was Westminster, Maryland, 

^ v. ^ ' 

were young Litsinger grew r up. He was born on the 23d day of 
June, 1858, and married Miss Lena Fredeking, at Hinton, on the 
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!>K. WM. LEIGH BARKSDALE, 

Surgeon in the Confederate Army, an Old Virginia 
Gentleman with His Valet, “Squire - ’ Law. 


I 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































573 


HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


21st day of June, 1891. He began as a machine smith, and followed 
his occupation in Baltimore, Richmond, and finally arriving at Hin¬ 
ton on the 27th of December, 1879. and began his employment with 
the C. & O. Railway in its shops here, which continued until within 
the past five years. He is an organization Democrat, belonging to 
Litsinger alone. Being loyal to his friends, he has friends of his 
own. He was elected mavor of the citv of Hinton in 1894. and 
re-elected to succeed himself, and - again elected in 1898, having 
served for three full terms, and G prominently spoken of for the 
position again at the next election; besides, he has served several 
terms of a member of the city council. At the election of 1904 
he was elected a justice of the peace for Greenbrier District for 
a term of four years, and is now filling that position. He is a 
Shriner in Masonry, and takes great interest in that, as well as 
in all other- secret order work, being also a member of the B. P. 

• t ■ 

O. E. and other orders, and ha^ done as much, if not more, than 


n m .supporting anti maintaining me piogressive- 


any other citize 

ness of the societies of which he is a member. He has, by judicious 
investments and good judgment in financial matters, accumulated 
a handsome fortune, owning a handsome residence in the extreme 

n 

lower end of the citv. Mr. Litsinger is a tireless worker, full of 

^ O 7 

energy and push. He married Miss Lena Fredeking, a*daughter 
ol the early settler, Charles Fredeking. He is the President of 
the Independent Publishing Company, a director of the Hinton 
Masonic Real Estate Company, the Hinton Water Company, and 
numerous other of the leading business enterprises of Hinton. 


WILLIAM L. BARKSDALE. 

% 

William L. Barksdale, now a citizen of Hinton and a native of 
Virginia, was born on the 11th of November, 1836. in Halifax 


Cou ntv. 


He married Miss Marv X. 


Holt, a daughter of 


George W. Holt and Ann Logan, on the 23d of October, 1872. He 
was educated at the Samuel Davis Institute and the Lnivcrsity of 
Virginia, taking a medical course at that universitv, and eventually 
graduating at the Jefferson Medical College, of Louisville, Ken¬ 
tucky. Dr. Barksdale had located for the practice of his profes¬ 
sion at Lewishurg. and was there at the opening of the hostilities 
between the States in 18(d. He promptly enlisted as surgeon in 
Jackson s Cavalrv, Twenty-second Regiment, Edgar s Battalion, 
Patterson’s Brigade, W arden's Division, and continued as a sur- 
geon in the army throughout the war. After the war he returned 
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to Lewisburg, but later returned to Virginia and practiced his pro¬ 
fession for hve vears. and until the death of his father. Later, he 
returned to West Virginia, and finally, in January, 1874, located 
at Aldcrson. and practiced his profession in that community. In 
1892 he removed to Hinton, at which place he has continued to 
reside until the present time. Dr. Barksdale has been continuously 
in the active practice of his profession since 1858, except two years 
and a half he was engaged in the lumber business at Barksdale, 
lie is an enterprising citizen and a successful surgeon and prac¬ 
titioner. His great experience during the war gave him great 
opportunity for developing into' one of the many great surgeons 
which that war produced. He was of a family of physicians and 
surgeons, his father being a doctor before him, as well as a number 
of others of his family. He is a relative of the famous Manchester 
lawyer, Leigh, after whom he was named. He has one son, Holt, 
who is now preparing himself for the medical profession i 
Northwestern University of Chicago, .\notfier son, jonn, resides 
with the father in Hinton. The other son, William L., Jr., having 
died a few years ago. His oldest daughter Annie, married Charles 
Bailey. His other three daughters, Misses Seldon, Cary and 
Margie, reside with their father in Hinton. 

O o 

It was through the enterprise of Dr. Barksdale that the Brown- 
stone industry was at one time developed in this country. It was 
due to his efforts and to those of ludge W. G. Iludgin that the 

• * * O Q 

Aklerson Brcnvnstone Company was formed, which. constructed 
a railroad up Griffith's Creek to the quarries on the John Graham 
land. 

He is the owner of the largest tract of land owned bv a single 
individual in Summers County at this time. This tract of land of 
about 4.000 acies lies near Brooks. Dr. Barksdale is a true rep¬ 
resentative of the "old Virginia gentleman,” a man of honor, faith- 

% A 0 7 7 

ful to his friends and his profession. In one of the most interest¬ 
ing cases in which he was called as an expert was that of the late 
J S. Thompson, tried for the murder of Fdbert Fowler at Lewis- 
burg in 1885. 


HINTON-JOHNSON FIGHT. 

John Hinton, the father of Joe, Silas and Fvan Hinton, went 
one dav before the war to Richmond’s Mill, ten miles west of 
Hinton, to get a “grist ground.” In those days, when enough 
apples could be gotten together, they were converted into apple 
jack. On this occasion there were enough men to get up a good- 
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sized row—one of old-fashioned apple jack. The country in those 
days was new. rough and wild. Andy Johnson and Jake Adkins 
were each at the mill that dav, and each claiming to be the “best 

* 7 O 

man in the county.” Johnson said “lie weighed 164 pounds, and 
was the best man that ever walked on two leers on the New River 


Bottoms.” Adkins said “he was the best man that ever walked 

” Thev 


on the New River Bottoms, and weighed 140 pounds.” 
prepared for a round or two just to see who was the best man. 
Andy Bennett walked up. strutted around and said that “he was 
the best man that ever walked on the New River Bottoms,” where¬ 
upon Johnson struck at him, and they went at it. Johnson 
knocked him down and got on top of him. Bennett hallowed: 
“Take him off and let me get my coat off, and I’ll lick him.” 
They pulled Johnson off, let Bennett get his coat off, and they 
went at it again. Bennett again hallowed “Enough,” and thev 

O O O ' *> 

a 

let him up and the tight was over, and Bennett pulled away and 
knocked Johnson down while Llie_\ wcic pohiclx waiting to sec 
which was the best man that ever walked on the New River 
Bottoms. 


DUNN 


Hon. Edward L. Dunn is a native of Monroe Countv, but has 

* 

been a citizen of Summers since its formation. He is a descend¬ 
ant of an old and honorable family of that name long resident of 
the lower end of the good countv of Monroe. 

O •/ 

In 1870 he was united in marriage with Miss Mattie J. Baber, 
a daughter of Rev. Powhattan B. Baber, the distinguished-Chris¬ 
tian minister who resided in the Red Sulphur Springs neighbor¬ 
hood, and grandfather of the Rev. P. B. Baber, Jr., minister also 
of the same church, and who is making his mark as one of the 
rising men of his church, who is not afraid to work with his 
gloves off. 

E. L, Dunn has for a large part of his life since his majority 
been engaged in the mercantile business at Indian Mills, where 
he made of the business a success. In 1880 he was elected for a 
term of four years justice of the peace in a Democratic district. 
In 188S he was re-elected to succeed himself for a second term of 
four years. In 1S98 he was appointed deputy sheriff under M. V. 
Calloway. In 1900 he was appointed by President William Mc¬ 
Kinley supervisor of the census for the Southern West Virginia 
District. In 1901 he was appointed by Governor A. B. White 
as a member of the Band of Regents of the State Normal Schools 
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of West Virginia, which position he held for four years, and was 
reappointed by Governor Dawson in l‘XH, and is at present hold¬ 
ing that honorable and respectable position. He was the active 
promoter in organizing the Greenbrier Springs Company and se¬ 
curing for it the property now owned, and was the first and the 
only general manager of the companv. 

Mr. Dunn is a straight-out-froiri-the->houlder Republican, al¬ 
ways adhering to the principles of the party and voting its ticket. 
He with Ins wife now reside at the (meenbrier Springs, where he 
owns a cottage. His son, Mr. George Dunn, resides at Talcott, 
nd is one of tin* leading merchants of that section, having mar- 

' c 

lied Miss Laura MeXccr, a daughter of John Wesley McXeer 

o w * 

of Greenville, in Monroe Countv. He, like his father, takes an 


<X 


active part in politics, both being identified with the controlling 
faction of the party in the county. “Squire” i E. L.) Dunn, as he 
is universally known, is a man of integrity, honor and reliability, 
and one of the substantial men of the countv. 


DR. SAMUEL WILLIAMS. 


This most remarkable man i> deserving of more than a passing 
notice in a trim history of Summer'* County, by reason of his pe¬ 
culiarities, hi** great size, his great mind and wonderful and thor- 
ough education and information, and his early friendship to the 
people, especially to the youth and young men of the region 


around about where lie lived. 

He emigrated into the Lick Creek settlement in the early part 
of the war, from Putnam Countv, V irginia, now West Virginia, 
on the Kanawha River, having made his headquarters at John 
Garrett’s, and practiced* medicine in Putnam County. His loca¬ 
tions prior to that are unknown. lie was possibly a native of 
Hanover Countv, Virginia, as lie sometimes mentioned that 
county as if having lived and hunted there. He was an active 
man; very fond of hunting and a fine shot on the wing, although 


he weighed 350 pounds, and was not over four and a half feet in 
height. So large was he and so ponderous was his stomach that he 
could not fasten his shoes or his clothes. Soon after he located at 
Lick Creek he met and married Miss Margaret Miller, a daughter 
of Irving Lcnson Miller, son of John, Sr., and a sister of John 
A. Miller, of \sbury, in Greenbrier Count'/: James \\ . Mil¬ 
ler, the hotel proprietor in Hinton, and the late ( )len LL Miller, 
of Alderson. He continued to practice his profession in the Lick 
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Creek country, locating at Green Sulphur Springs until the rail¬ 
road was under construction, about 1872, when he removed to 
New Richmond, at which {dace he resided until his death from 
heart disease, very suddenly, about 1SS5, practicing in all that 
and the Lick Creek section. With all his size, he would ride and 
travel all over the Chestnut and Hump Mountain and the Irish 
Mountain in Raleigh to visit the sick until his death, for some 
time being the surgeon for the C. & O. Railroad Company. His 
charges were most moderate if he charged at all, and seldom if 
ever compelled payment, and was not very particular about paying 
himself. Ii£, with Dr. N. \V. Noel, a physician at Green Sul¬ 
phur, opened and conducted the first drug store in the county, 
which was at New Richmond, during the construction of the rail- 

' O 

road. His education was complete, having graduated at the two 

9 

great universities, that of the University of Virginia, at Char¬ 
lottesville, Virginia, and of the University of South Carolina, at 


Chapel Hiii. He could read, as well as the ordinarily educated 
man in the English could his language, a great number (13) differ¬ 
ent lan"uaves. He was a thoroughly read and informed man on 


all subjects: could carry on intelligent conversation with his vis¬ 
itors, and while doing so read a book or newspaper. He would 
frequently, in the midst of an animated conversation, fall asleep, 
and on waking proceed with the conversation where he left off. 

Directly after the war he, without charge, offered free lectures 

v I* - 

to the young men of Lick Creek, which were conducted at niglu 
at the Baptist Church. In its connection he organized a debating 
society among the young men, frequently preparing speeches for 
those participating on both sides of the question, when they did 
not feel competent to do it themselves. His teachings were only 
lectures delivered to his audience on grammar, etc., questioning to 
ascertain their progress and attention, tor all of which no com¬ 
pensation was desired or received. Many of the young men of the 
locality had been in the war. The schools for five years had en¬ 
tirely suspended, and he thus secured, to all who desired, an op¬ 
portunity to secure knowledge of which they were deficient. The 
young people for miles around attended these free lectures, for it 
was “sitting at the feet of Gamaliel." He accumulated no property, 
and desired none. 

When he died he left surviving him a widow, who still lives; 
two sons, Bion, now dead, and William A., now residing in Rich¬ 
mond, Va.. and Samuel Tilden. a cigar-maker, and Miss Susie, a 
trained nurse, in Durham, X. C. From whence he came or who 
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his relations were, no one knows. He never mentioned them, ex- 
cept he would sometimes talk of his mother. He was a man of a 
great and generous, good heart, as big as his body. At his death 
he was supposed to be about sixty years old, and he was buried 
in the old Miller burving-ground on Lick Creek. 


LANE. 

There has been but one family of this name in the 
county, ft consisted of Moses Lane, who settled on Brush Creek, 
in Monroe County, then moved to Crump’s Bottom, in this county, 

and then emigrated to Field’s Creek, on tlie Kanawha 

• * 

The sons of Moses Lane who continued to live in the county were 
Franklin, who settled in the Ellison country and still lives there, 
being now seventy-six years old; Charles and John, who were 
twin brothers and lived near the mouth of Little Bluestone, and 


River. 


emigrated to Indiana during the war. Charles lived ai ; 


o 

Lipcsiein Creek. William also emigrated to Indiana in his 
vouth, and died there in earlv manhood, unmarried. John also 
settled and died in Indiana. James, the next sou. settled near the 
Captain Ryan place, and later moved to Pennsylvania, where he 
resides. Marion, the youngest son, now fifty-two years old, re¬ 
sides on his farm on Madam’s Creek. He married Miss Elizabeth 
Lilly, daughter of Samuel LiIIv. Thev have eight children living 

* 7 O r O O 

and three dead. He is one of our intelligent citizens. 

i 

There were nine daughters in the familv of Moses Lane, mak- 
ing a familv of sixteen children, all of whom grew to the age of 

o ^ o O 

maturity except one child. Moses Lane married Miss Cynthia 
Lawrence, of Monroe Countv. Her father was a native of Ire- 
land. The Lane ancestors were also from beyond the sea. were 
Union men, opposed to secession of the States. 


his life 




JAMES T. M’CREERY. 

Mr. McCreery is of Irish descent, and was born in Lmion, 
Monroe County, on the 1st of January, 1845. His father was 
William McCreerv, who was a native of Ireland, and who emi- 
grated after the Civil War and located on a large boundarv of 

o o ^ 

land three miles north of Becklev. in Raleigh Countv, where he 
resided until the date of his death, leaving surviving him Hon. 

i 

John W. McCreery, one of the prominent citizens of that county, 
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and one of those largely responsible for the development of that 
now prosperous region. 

He is a prominent attorney of that county, and has been a 

± 

member of the State Senate from his district and president of that 
body. lie has also been elected prosecuting attorney of his county, 
and has held other positions of honor and trust. He is also presi¬ 
dent of the Bank of Raleigh, Becklev Electric Light & Water Co.. 

o ~ o 

and is the owner of laige landed properties in connection with his 
brother, Jas. T. He is one of the wealthiest men of the State, 
and highly esteemed at home and abroad; and jas. T., the subject 
of this history, with his brother, Senator John W. McCreery, 
with business foresight, began early in the development of the 
coal regions of the State to acquire a large acreage of real estate 
in the early days, which has appreciated as developments came, 
and to-day he is one of the wealthiest men of the country. 

Jas. T. is the president of the Xew River & Southwestern R. R. 
Co., a proposed railroad to connect the C. & G. at Hinton with 
the X. X W. at the mouth of East River, following the course of 
Xew River on a route once only a trail for the Indian, and later 
the path of the pioneer hunter, discoverer and settler, and still 
later a country settled and inhabited by intelligent, prosperous 
and law-abiding citizens. He is president of the Hinton Hotel 
Co., and one of the principal promoters of that enterprise now being 
encouraged for the upbuilding and development of the city of 
Hinton. 

Recently he has been selected as the president of the National 
Bank of Summers, on its reorganization into a Rational bank, 
and on the resignation of Mr. Harrison Gwinn, the enterprising 
and excellent first president, on account of advancing years, 
and his Ions' distant residence from the location of the bank. 




Mr. McCreery, is pre-eminently a business man, and has devoted 
his entire time to business enterprises and occupations, never hav- 

ventures or taken an interest therein 


mg engaged 


in 



except to vote in the interest of good government, he, as well as 
his brother. Senator John W. McCreery. being, as their father 
before them, followers after and believers in the doctrines of Jef¬ 
ferson and Bryan, except he ( Jas. T.) was not in sympathy with 
the free coinage of silver at the ratio of 16 to 1, as proclaimed by 
the Democratic platform of 1S96. 

Mr. McCreery spent a large part of his earlier life in the county 

4 

of Raleigh, having moved to that county with his father in the 
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year 185e, and was engaged for a number of years in the hotel 
business in Becklev, when he removed to the mouth of Piney. 
where he constructed a handsome residence at one of the 

seat in the State. 


most picturesque locations for a country 
Here he resided until 1S97, when he purchased a handsome brick 
residence in the city of Hinton, in which he has since resided, 
and where he expects to reside the remainder of his days. In the 
meantime he was actively engaged in the land business, having 
promoted the Piney River Railway, which was afterwards ab¬ 
sorbed by the C. & O., and is now built, and is in operation as a 
branch of that great trunk line. 

He with others promoted the turnpike leading from the mouth 
of Piney to Becklev, building a toll bridge across Piney at its 
mouth, which is a covered structure, built of wood, and is still 
well preserved. The station at the mouth of Piney is named for 
him, and is called “McCreerv." He organized the first bridge 


company to construct a bridge across New River at Hinton, but 


never comnF + -~d zrrang'cments. 

i o 

He married Miss M. E. Prince, who was for many years an 
invalid. She was a daughter of the late Edwin Prince, a wealthy 
capitalist of Becklev. She died at Hinton since the removal of 
the familv here. 

m 

Mr. McCreery s family at present consists of three sons and 
three daughters, Mrs. Josie Sawyers, Mrs. Annie Gray and Mrs. 
Ben Perkins, of Parkersburg, \Y. Ya. 

The founders of the McCreerv familv in this country were 
three brothers, William, ]ohn and Thomas They were natives 
of Armagh, Ireland. William McCreerv came from beyond the 
seas about 1821. John and Thomas came later. William and 
John settled, in Monroe.County, and Thomas went to Illinois, so 
that the descendants of the McCreerys were Irish. William mar¬ 
ried Mary S. Francis, a daughter of an old Monroe familv of 

w w » 

that name, James, Frances and Susan. William McCreerv be¬ 
came prominent in affairs soon after his settlement in this coun¬ 
try. He merchandised for a number of years at Greenville, in 
Monroe County; later located at Fincastle, Virginia, and became 
cashier of the Fincastle Bank, with William Glasgow, president, 
which position he occupied for ten years. In 1872 he was a mem¬ 
ber of the Constitutional Convention which met in Charleston, 
with ex-Governor Samuel Price, president, and framed the pres¬ 
ent Constitution of the State of West A irginia. In 1879 he was 
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elected to the House of Delegates from Raleigh Countv. 


lie set¬ 
tled in Raleigh Conn tv before the war, and died about three miles 

4 

from Reckk-y, where he owned a large plantation. He was an 
intelligent, honorable and prominent citizen and thoroughly Ameri¬ 
can. He li\ ed at one time in Union, Monroe County, where Sena¬ 
tor John \V. McCreery was horn on July 51, 1845. The only three 
children of William McCreery were John \\\, James Thomas and 
William H. All three of these brothers were soldiers in the Con¬ 
federate Arm\ in the Civil War, John W. being a member of 

• * o 

Company C, Second Virginia Cavalry. James T. was in the ar¬ 
tillery service. \\ illiam H. died some years ago, and his widow 
and family still reside in Beckley, Raleigh County. John W. was 
a member of the Senate two terms, elected in 1884 and 18S8 for 
terms of four years each, and was president of that body during 
his last term, and made a capable and intelligent official and pre¬ 
siding officer. His first wife was Miss Aletha Prince, who died, 
leaving one daughter, Aletha, who married Hon. Kdwa r 1 
lcy, now clerk of the United States Courts at Charleston, His 

first wife was a sister of the wife of lames T. McCreerv, who 

♦ * 

died a few years ago in Hinton; also a sister of E. O. Prince and 
Burke Prince, who were among the first settlers of Hinton. His 
second wife, who is also now dead, was, as above stated, a Miss 
Lacy, a sister of the lawyei, portrait painter and teacher, A. J., 
commonly known as "Sandy" Lacy. Jas. T. McCreery was mar¬ 
ried the second time in 1407 to Miss Hattie Hatch, of Xew Jersey. 

Senator McCreerv settled at Raleigh Court House in 1865, 
studied law, and began the active practice soon thereafter, and 
has followed his profession actively to the ’present day. He for 
many years practiced, his profession actively in our count)-, and 
beginning with its creation, and has alwavs been noted for his close 
and careful attention to the interests of his clients, and is an in¬ 
domitable worker. He refused to permit the use of his name as 
a candidate for the judgeship in 1404. 

The McCreerys are Democrats in politics and Presbyterians 
in religious affiliations. Senator McCreery being actively engaged 
in church and charitable work, and his influence is always found 

A 

in aid of morality and the best interests of society. 

The great-grandmother on his mother's side was a sister of 
Senator Allen T. Caperton's. who was an Erskine. \Y. H. Mc¬ 
Creery built one of the first brick houses erected in Hinton, now 
owned bv the estate of Dr. Gooch. 
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JOHN V/. McCREERY. 


Among the lawyers who practiced their profession in the county 
from its very formation to the present from outside of the ter¬ 
ritory is Hon. John \Y. McCreery, of Beckley. He is the son of 
Hon. William MeCreer\, who lived for many years in that county, 
having' emigrated thereto from Virginia with his sons. He is now 

w K.J o 

about sixty-four years of age and one of the wealthiest men in this 
state. He started on the ground floor, but by judicious investment 
and business foresight he has accumulated a large fortune, esti¬ 
mated to be worth now $1,000,000, largely in real estate. His in- 

7 - O 

vestments were in wild lands in Raleigh County. When the devel¬ 
opments came in that region, Mr. McCreery'’s land appreciated very 
rapidly in value. He is the president of the Bank of Raleigh and 
of the Beckley Water Works & Lighting Company, and is iden¬ 
tified with many of ibe leading enterprises of this section, especially 
in Raleigh Countv, which he has been largely instrumental in 

^ o 

developing. He is attorney for the Chesapeake & (Ohio Railway 
Company: has represented his district in the Senate of the State 
for two terms of four years each, and was president of that body. 
Tie has been prosecuting attorney of Raleigh County. He is a 
Democrat in politics and Presbyterian in religion. He takes great 


interest in those affairs for the betterment of his section. He has 
had one ‘of the largest and most profitable law practices of any 
lawyer of this section of the State, which large clientelle is largely 
due to his careful attention to the interests of his clients, and is 
considered a faithful and conscientious counsellor. lie first mar¬ 
ried a Miss Lacy, of Princeton, a stepdaughter of Dr. Isaiah Bee, 
in 1S76. After her death he married a Miss Prince, a daugher of 

Edmund Prince, of Beckley. His son. Henry Lacv McCreerv. 

* * - • 

also a lawyer of promise, died recently, .aged thirty-two. Another 
son is a pharmacist. His daughter married D. Howe Johnson, a 
lawyer of Mercer County, a son of Judge David E. Johnson. 
Another daughter married Mr. Payne, the merchant of Beckley; 
another, Mr. Patterson, a lawyer and stenographer at Clarksburg. 
Mr. McCreery’s close identification with the people of the county 
entitles him to some notice in these pages. In addition to those 
positions mentioned, he has been general receiver of the court of 
his countv for manv vears, a commissioner of the United States 
Court, appointed by Judge Jackson and also by Judge Keller. He 
was very favorably spoken of as the candidate of the Democratic 
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* 

party for judge of the circuit court of this circuit in 1904, but 
declined to be a candidate. His practice extends throughout Ra¬ 
leigh and adjoining counties, in the Supreme Court of the State and 
in the United States Court. He is a brother of our county man, 
James T. McCreerv. 


WYANT. 

The first settler of Rowley’s Creek was Peter Wyant, who 
settled on the head of the creek. He left three sons, who settled 
in that region, around the Big Bend Tunnel—John, Elijah and 
Peter; and William, who was the youngest, and remained on the 


homestead of the ancestor, as it was the usual custom in the 

4 

early days for the youngest son to remain at home to take care 
of his parents and. inherit by devise or deed the '‘home place.” 
William, the son of J. M., the third of the generation, still resides 

on the Rowley’s Creek homestead. Peter settled on too of Big 

• ^ 

Bend Tunnel Mountain, where he resided at his death. He left 
one daughter, who married Hon. J. Fred Briant, a train dispatcher 
of Hinton; J. Morris, who owns and lives on the old John Rooch 
farm on Greenbrier River, below Bacon’s Mill; Charles, who re¬ 
sides where his father died, and Thomas who lives on an adjoin¬ 
ing farm. Aicliie Allen aFo married another daughter. Elijah 
went through the war as a Confederate soldier. He did not be¬ 




lieve in secession, but did believe in obeying 1 the laws of his State, 
and when the State seceded and demanded his service, he obeyed. 
He died several years ago, leaying a son, Peter M. Wvant, who 

- O J 

lives on the Elk Knob, and married a daughter of C. Wrau With¬ 
row, and is raising a family of seventeen children, eleven bovs 
and six girls. Another son, John M., who married a daughter of 
Squire Joseph Grimmett; a daughter, who married Louis M. Shiry, 
and another who married John B. Thompson, of Talcott. 

The Wyants are a very sturdy, honorable, law-abiding, Chris¬ 
tian people, and good citizens, who have retained the faith of their 
fathers. They are generally Methodists and Democrats, except 
John M. } who has departed from the faith of his fathers to the 
extent of being an ardent Republican. 

One of the oldest settlers in the county was John Rooch. who 
married a sister of Andrew Gwinn, of Lowell. He owned the 
river bottom farm adjoining the Bacon Mill property, now owned 
by J. Morris Wyant. After the death of the original settlers his 
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children, with the exception of the youngest son, John M. Rooch, 
moved West. }ohn M. still lives on the Keenv’s Knob, in Green 
Sulphur District, and is a farmer. 

Peter Wyant, the owner of the farm of that name, was from 
Rockingham Countv. Virginia, and a German. He settled on 


Powley’s Creek in 1820, and married Sarah Meadows, a daughter 
of Elijah Meadows, and they reared five boys and four girls. The 
bo\ s were Elijah, the oldest, who married Sallie Dick, of Calebs 
Mountain, a daughter of John ‘Dick; John, who married Mary 
Meadows, a daughter of James Meadows; Peter, who married Isa¬ 
bel. a daughter of Matthew Lowe; William, who married Mary 
Hedrick, a daughter of Moses Hedrick; Ris. who married Clara 
Garten, a daughter of Thompson Garten. The daughters were 
Nancy, who married Archibald Cales; Lucinda, who married 
James Meadows: Ann, who married Irvin Wilburn, and Sarah, 
who married John Persinger. Each of these children raised large 
families. John and James died during the Civil War. James was 


buried at the old Pisgah Cnnrcti, and John near his farm. Two 


j 


Morris 


and Charles. 

Ben R. Bovd married a daughter of Peter Wvant, as did Hon. 
J. Fred Bryant, who is now train dispatcher for the C. & O. Ry. 

at Hinton. 

Peter Wvant, the farmer, lives on Elk Knob, one of the highest 

mf 7 ' <■ 

points m the county, on a farm of rich land on which blue grass 


grows spontaneously. 


It consists of 300 acres, and once belonged 

to Elias Wheeler, and where the last wolves in the countv were 

* 

killed. He is a son of Elijah Wvant and a grandson of the set¬ 
tler. and now sixty years old. 

All of the Wvants in this section of the country are descend- 
ants of Peter Wvant, who died at the age of ninety-one years, 

V O ^ ^ 

on his farm on the head of Powley’s Creek, which was later owned 

and lived on by his son William, and then by his grandson, James. 

and is now owned bv Samuel Ballard. The father of Peter Wyant. 

the settler, was a native of Germany, and settled in the Valiev of 

' •• * 

Virginia, in Rockingham Countv; was seven vears in the Ameri- 

o - o 

can Arinv during the Revolutionary War, and fought for the in- 

* \_. m 4 - 

dependence of this country. John M. Wyant, a grandson of Peter 
Wyant, married a daughter of Joseph Grimmett, and is now re¬ 
siding on a portion of the old Joseph Grimmett home place, five 
miles east of Hinton, on the waters of Greenbrier River. 
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ROLLYSON. 

fohn Rollvsoff was an Englishman, emigrating from bevond 

•. - O T o o ^ 

the sea in his youth. He settled on Greenbrier River, opposite 
the vest portal of the Big Bend Tunnel, which land he once 
owned. He left the following sons: James, Charles R., Joseph, 
John, Marlin. Michael. William and Samuel, all of whom removed 
to Jackson County, West Virginia in their youth, except Charles 
R., who married a daughter of Charles Mathews, and James mar¬ 
ried a sister of Archie Caly, and settled and reared a family on the 
place of his father. Charles R. married a daughter of David Math¬ 
ews, the old settler of the bottom across the river from Talcott, 
and which came through her to him. and is now known as the 

4.1 

Chaltin place. He was a large land owner in that region. He died 
manv vears ago, leaving two sons, William and Charles S. Wil- 

* - n • o 

Ham dmd t wen tv vear<; a s^o. leaving a widow and children, his 

* * O • C* 

A A. }. Miller, a sen of Brice Miller, who 


Wilt* uentid a udu<iiici kj 

IX s O 


cs 


lived on the west side of Keeney’s Knobs, near Lick Creek. Charles 
S: still resides on his halt of the farm on the Big Bend, inherited 

Cu - 

by him from his father. 

Joseph settled in what is now known as Jumping Branch Dis¬ 
trict, then Mercer, and his descendants still reside there. Tam 
Rollyson left two boys, J. P.. who lives on Stony Creek, in Monroe 
County, near the Summers line, and A. X., who removed to and 
lives in Fayette County. He also left five daughters—Sarah, who 
married first Garland Sims, and then after his death, Henry Gib¬ 
son: Matilda married Caleb Garten, whose descendants still live 
in Hungart’s Creek country: Amanda married Charles Carson, 
who lives on Wolf Creek, now an aged man ; Emily married Hugh 
Meadows, of that numerous family, many of whose descendants live 
in the county at this day: Elizabeth married Richard M. Woodrum, 
the Wiggins merchant and son of one of the earlv settlers, Arm- 


strong Woodrum, who died in recent vears. 

7 m 


HUFFMAN. 

Samuel Huffman, of Dutch descent, is a native of Roanoke 
County, Virginia. He was born the 16th day of August, 18J7. He 
came to Monroe County when seven years of age. His father's 
name was Samuel, On the Sth of December, 1853. he married 
Sarah J. 'Allen, of Monroe County, a daughter of Jacob Allen, of 
near Greenville, and a Aster of Nicholas X. Allen, one of the most 
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substantial and well-to-do citizens of this county, and of J. II. 
Allen, the merchant. Mr. Huffman was in his vounger dav a stone- 
mason, but later devoted himself to farming. He purchased a good 
tract of land on Little Wolf Creek, where he now resides, having - 
reared his iamilv thereon, which consisted of six children—Giles 

m 

H., who died some three years ago; Leonidas S., a graduate of 
Concord Normal School, and a prominent minister of the M. E. 
Church, now located in Ohio, and who married Miss Lizzie Allen, a 
daughter of Nicholas N. Allen; John Fletcher, one of the most 
prosperous farmers in the county, and two daughters, Rosa and 
Alice S. who married Wilber F. Allen and Jacob II. Allen, 
respectively. 

Mr. Huffman is one of the pioneers of Buck on Wolf Creek in 
this county; is a Republican, and not in any sense an office seeker. 
He has the full confidence of his party, and has been its nominee 
for delegate to the Legislature and for commissioner of the county 
court, and is a consistent Christian of the M. E. Church and a 
ronscientf-■ and juat man. The other son ot Samuel Huffman is 
Gaston Huffman, an enterprising citizen farmer of Wolf Creek, in 
Greenbrier District. 


GRANDISON CALLOWAY LANDCRAFT. 

Was one of the most prominent citizens in the county at the date 
of its foundation. He was born in Nelson County. \ irgima in the 
year 1S06. In 1838 he intermarried wbh Miss Emily Lack, a daugh¬ 
ter of Bartley Pack, and on the 12th day of June, IS'dl. he died at 
Landcratt's Ferry on New River, in Forest Hill District, of this 

4 ^ * 

county. His wife survived him several years, and their remains 
rest side bv side in the*old famiiv gravevard on the farm formerly 

• • c ^ 

owned by him. on which Mr. Joseph N. Haynes now resides, and 
of which he is the owner. Mr. Haynes having intermarried with 
a niece of Mr. Landcraft’s. Miss Emma McLaughlin, he leaving 
no children surviving him. For five years, between 1838 and 184c*. 
he engaged in the mercantile business at Haulev Bridge, in Fay- 

O o ” 

ette County, and then moved to the Landcraft (Pack’s) Perry, 
where he re-ided until he died, at which place he named and se¬ 
cured. the establishment of Pack’s Ferry Fost Office, of which he 
became the first postmaster, which position he retained until his 
death. There being no mail service, however, a part of the time 
during the war, the mail at the date of establishment of this office 
was carried on horseback over the Red Sulphur Turnpike, and 
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Pack’s Ferry was the only post office between Red Sulphur and 
Jumping Branch. 

In politics before the war, and up to the date of the formation 
ot the Republican party, he was an old-line Whig, but was opposed 
to slavery, and a strong Union man, and opposed to the secession 
of the South or the dissolution of the Union. After the war between 
the States he continued his allegience to the Republican party, a ad 
held the office of member of the Board of Supervisors of Monroe 
County, and in 1867 was appointed to make the re-assessment of 
the real estate of live counties of the State, including Webster, 
Nicholas and Braxton, and was complimented for the excellent 
execution of ibis work by the auditor. He was aided in the work 
of transcribing and making of the land books bv T. Carv W oodson, 
now of Alderson, West Virginia, and Josephus B. Back, late clerk 
of this county, and the father of our townsman, James P. Pack, 
the auditor saying: “It was the best set of books in the State.” 

Mr. Handcraft was a man of strong mnviointK. a man of line 
and studious habits, reading and forming his own opinions. He 
was -noted for his kind treatment of the former slaves of which he 
had been an owner. When his father sold two, Ben and Milly, 
he purchased them, brought them to his home, and cared tenderly 
for them the balance of their lives. His house was a home for all 
his friends, and in fact his “latch string” was ahvavs on the outside. 

o ^ 

During the war it is related of him that he was arrested and 
taken to Union, on account of his Union principles, to which he 
stood firm and never wavered in the least. General A. A. Chap¬ 
man, General John Echols, and Senator Allen Caperton were his 
personal fiiends, recognizing the true and manly spirit, took him 
to their homes, and. through their influence, soon returned him 

4 O 7 

home. He was noted tor his fearlessness in upholding the doctrines 
deemed by him as right. As an example, when arrested by the 
Confederate scouts, he was cursed by one for his Unionism, who 
drew his gun and placed it at his breast. He, without flinching, 

told the man “to shoot,” not moving a muscle or an inch. The 
captain saved his life by taking hold of the man with the gun. 

Mr. Landcraft gave his earnest support to the formation of 
Summers County, and it was through his influence that the ap¬ 
pointment of Josephus B. Pack was secured as the first clerk of 
the county court of this county, and also of the Board of Super¬ 
visors. He was a steadfast friend, of great individuality, as well 
as firmness of character, esteemed by all who knew him and re¬ 
spected by those who differed from him. He, after the war, had 
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tU, 


a long litigation over the Landcraft plantation. The suit went to 
the Supreme Court of Appeals, and is reported in one of the reports 
of that court. Mr. Landcraft had the distinction of being the oldest 
postmaster in point of service in the United States at the date of 
his death. He was the postmaster at Lack’s Ferry office during all 
administrations. 

A trust deed was executed on the land at Lack’s Ferry on the 
7th of March. 1858, to secure a debt of $1,400.00 due the first day 

of September, 1862. The property was advertised for sale oil the 
4th day of February. 1868, and an injunction sued out before X. 
Harrison, and perpetuated. The grounds were that the times were 
hard, great scarcity of money and general depression. The plain- 
tilt appealed to the Supreme Court of Appeals, which reversed the 
Circuit Court of Monroe County. 

See Second WeM Virginia Reports, page 540. 

Another suit was instituted bv 21 r. Landcraft concerning this 

mf 

same New River property, on the lfirR of 

Circuit Court of Monroe County, which was decided by Nathaniel 
Harrison, judge, and which was decided in his favor, but it was 
appealed to the Supreme Court of Appeals, and decided at the 
January Term. 1870, and reversed. 

Hutchinson, Tru>tee. J. H. Alexander and Allen T. C'aperton con¬ 
cerning a deed of trust executed to secure Alexander a certain debt. 
See West Virginia Reports, 4, page 512. 

The Kent and Watson lands, of about 80.000 acres, were partly 
in Lipestem District, generally known as the Kent and Watson 
lands. The owners were James R. Kent and James T. Watson. 
Alter the death of Watson, James Watson Williams was made 
administrator in New York, both owners being residents of that 

% 7 O 

State. 

On the 15th day of February, 1844, an Act was passed by the 
General Assembly of Virginia authorizing said administrator to 

bring a suit for the appointment of a commissioner to collect the 

* 

unpaid purchase money on lands sold, and to sell the unsold lands. 

In the Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery in Mercer 
County the said Kent and "Williams filed their bill according to said 
act. and on April 30. 1814. and Samuel Lack was appointed com¬ 
missioner for the purposes aforesaid, who gave bond in the penalty 


This was against George W. 


of $5,000.00. with William G. Caperton, Reuben F. Watts and John 
McClaugherty as sureties. 

Pack died in 1848. 
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ALLEN. 




Nicholas X. Allen is now about >eventv-eight years old, a native 
of Monroe, but removed to this county before its organization, and 
married Miss Susan Martin, of Lick Creek, a daughter of Shadrach 
Martin, and settled on the upper waters of Lick Creek. He had 
no start in the world except what he gave himself by his good 
sense and muscle. He cleared out an excellent farm, built an ex¬ 
cellent home, became a dealer in stock, and is as prosperous as 
any man in the county. In his later, years he has practically retired 
from business—a plain man and an honorable one. His family 
consisted of three daughters; one married bred Bush, of Hinton, 
and another, Rev. L. S. Huffman, and AI iss Alice first married 
\Y. W. Withrow, and after his death, a Mr. Foster; Jacob H., a 
merchant of Hinton, and Wilbur X.. a farmer and capitalist. 


\r \ in — - i- -v ioio — i • -f i • 

i> iviivMao i tnvii v* cxo UUin Hi lO-U, cinU LliV dl lIillCII OI ulS 

own success. Me was a soldier in tiie Lontederate Army, is a Pres- 

_ 

byterian and a Democrat. His father was Jacob Allen, who lived 
on the Indian Draft near Greenville, in Monroe County. Jacob 
Henderson Allen, who lived farther up Lick Creek, was a brother 
of Nicholas X. 


R. T. BALLANGEE. 


R. T. P>allangee bears the name of one of the first families of 
settlers in this county. He was born near where Taicott is now 

built, on June 21. 1853, and is a son of Eli Ballangee, who was a 
constable for several years, and an old and respected farmer citizen. 
Mr. Ballangee was elected constable, and took office fanuarv 1. 
1876. serving one term of four vears. He lias held the office of 
justice of the peace of Taicott District for two terms by election, 
eight years, elected, 18S8 and 1892, and a part of one term by 


appointment; two years. 





to 1S8S. fie is a farmer bv occu¬ 


pation, intelligent, enlightened, progressive and an up-to-date 
farmer. He married Miss Sallie L. the daughter of George \Y. 

Chattin and M. C. Chattin. of Rollinsburg, in 1877, who is still 

- L’ - 

living. They reside at Ballangee Post Office, about two mile-' and 
a half from Greenbrier Springs, which post office was established 
during the second Cleveland administration, in 1893. and was named 


tOr 


q u i * 


Ballangee. His son. Homer Ballangee, who is now 


r • # 

1X 


justice of the peace, is an intelligent, well-educated young man, 
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married Miss Kate Chattin, and lives at Taleott. 


414 


Squire” Bal¬ 


langee, a? he is always called, has four children, two daughters, 
who have married—one. Miss Bessie, Frank Dunn, and Miss Grace, 
who married \V. B. Dunn (/‘Jack*’), sons of C. L. Dunn, of Red 
Sulphur Springs, and Schuyler, unmarried, who reside at Ballangee 
Post Office. 

R. T. Ballangee is a direct descendant of the pioneer of that 
name who settled on the island at Hinton in Indian days. There 
are a number of the name still in the county, the older being 
Lorenzo and Lafayette. Evi, a son of George, died some six years 

* O 7 v 

ago near Hinton. 

.The first Ballangee to settle in this territory was Isaac, who 
had three sons. Isaac, George and Henry George inherited the 
land immediately below the mouth of Greenbrier; Henry patented 
the Hinton lands, and Isaac the lands on which the citv of Hinton 
is built. Isaac Ballangee, the second, left Lafayette, who married 

a Pack: Lorenzo, who married a Hicks; Anderson, Richa r >'kor» and 

% 

Eli. George left two sons, Evi. who never married, and who died 

O 7 

at the old George Ballangee house; and John R., who settled near 
_ • 

Clayton, at the foot of Keeney’s Knob. His first wife was Rebecca 
Graham, a daughter of Joseph Graham, by whom he had two chil¬ 
dren, David Graham Ballangee and Mary. After her death he 

7 

married a Miss Rookstool, by whom he raised three children, 
John. Franklin and Charley, and one daughter, Susan, who mar¬ 
ried Charles IT. Graham. George Ballangee made a will, bv which 
he devised the lands between the Hintons and the mouth of the 
Greenbrier to Evi and John R. Evi never married, and he and 
his sister lived in the old log house until their death. Interesting 
litigation grew out of the lands devised bv George Ballangee for 

^ O # O o 

% 

a partition of this land. 

Evi Ballangee was, in 189S, when alone in the house late at 

night, attacked by three robbers, who thought he had a large 

amount of money hidden on the premises. They entered his house 

and attacked him. He resisted, and a desperate fight took place. 

They knocked out his teeth, and left him covered with blood. Thev 

- 

finally overcame him, bound him with cords and rendered him 
insensible. The desperadoes searched every nook of the house— 
into the garret and loft, but got no money, and Mr. Ballangee 
refused to tell them anything, except that he had no monev. Thev 

• O 7 a s 

would not believe him. They placed his feet to the fire and burned 
the coles of them into a blister. Finally they left, and he was 
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helpless and unable to get loose until next day, when he reported 
to the authorities. A large reward was offered, and but one of the- 
robbers was ever caught. His name was Crawford, and he was 

V * * 


sem to the penitentiary 


tor live years. 


FORD. 

4 

9 

Hon. Azel Ford is a native of western New York, reared on a 
farm and educated at the Genesey State Normal School, and fol¬ 
lowed the profession of teaching for some time in his natixe 
country. In 1878 he came to West Virginia, which has since been 
his home, and in the development of which he has enlisted and 


has aided materiallv. After Mr. Ford located 


1T1 


West Virginia 


he was engaged for several vears as a civil engineer, and he became 

O o - O 7 

thoroughlv familiar with the vast, undeveloped wealth of the lower 


rl *1 f* /~i j1 * ♦* r> '1 | o f/yr. 

---!- - 0 


r*ro v 4- 


end of the State in timber and coal, a 
in his own light, the prevailing prices then being moderate. After 
he had resided a few years in the State, having made his permanent 
abode in Raleigh County, he was nominated as a Democrat and 
elected t<> the House of Delegates, and was a member of that body 
during the session of 18S9, when the contested election was dc- 
termined between Hon. A. Brooks Flemming and General Nathan 
Goff for Governor, Mr. Ford voting with his party- in favor of 


seating judge Fleming, and his vote was understood to be the 

i * - o o 

deciding vote. Later, Mr. Ford changed his political views from 
those of the Democratic party to those of the Republican policio: 
was again nominated for House of Delegates by the Republican 
organization, and elected over Hon. I. C. Prince. This election 
was contested, but he was >eated and held the office throughout the 

o 

term. He always adhered to the policies when in the Democratic 
organization of Samuel J. Randall, and was known as a “Randall 
Democrat," believing in the policies of protection as proclaimed 
by that great statesman. After his death many of his followers 
transferred their political affections to the party- of the protective 
tariff". Mr. Ford has not. since his last race for the Legislature, 
been a candidate for political office, but has devoted his time and 
energies to business. 

4 " 

Mr. Ford was practically the 'founder of the Bank of Hinton, 
the oldest bank between Lewisburg and Charleston, and \va- at 
its organization elected its president, in 1889. and has continued in 
that position to the present date. This bank was first o r ganized 
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as a State hank by Mr. Ford, the late Edwin Prince, of Beckley; 

M. A. Rifle, the first cashier, of Hinton; E. O. Prince, who was the 

second cashier, and Burke Prince, on a capitalization of $25,000.00. 

After several years of successful operation under the advice of Mr. 

Ford, when the United States banking - laws were amended and 

made more liberal, converted in iOOG into a national bank, and is 

the oldest national bank in this section of the eountrv, Mr. Ford 

♦ 

being retained as a member of the board of directors and president. 
The policy of the institution has been largely dictated by him, and 
while he has a greater part of the time been absent, his has been 
the master hand always guiding its destinies, which have been 
successful!v and wisclv done. 

Mr. F'ord resided at Beckley, Raleigh G>nnt\, for a number of 
years, and owned a handsome residence property in that town. 
Later, he removed with his family to Hinton, and became a citizen 
of Summers County, and is now a citizen thereof, but spends the 
greater portion of his time in W ashington, 1 >. C., in which city 
he has established a home, but is still a citizen of this county. 

lie is a business man; began life at the bottom.'and has made 

o 

a success, and is conceded to be one of the wealthiest men 
of the State, and is yet comparatively a young man. He, with 


lames K 


tv. 


the Scotch coal operator, with Frank and I.etu 


Puckett, built the large brick flats on Temple Street, consisting of 
thirteen residences. His holdings in coal and timber lands on the 
west side of Xew River have been large, and from which he has 
acquired a large fortune. His good business foresight led him to 
take advantage of the development, and his holdings rapidly in¬ 
creased in value. He projected and was largely instrumental in 
the building of the narrow gauge iron rail steam icad, from Xew 
River, at the mouth of Glade Creek, up that stream into the heart 
of the timber region of Raleigh County. 

Mr. Ford married Miss Ewart, daughter of Harvev Ewart, of 
Livingston County, Xew York State. Their children are Missc 
Grace and Anna, who united in marriage with Frank and Melitus 
Puckett, piominent and successful business men of Hinton. MBs 
Rosa is at school in a "Washington college for ladies, and Harvev 
is a young business man, engaged and interested in business with 

• i 

his father. 

Mr. Ford is one of the largest realty owners in the county, and 
has materially aided in the development of the city in past years, 
but of recent years his energies have been spent in other directions. 
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ANN BAILEY. 

I ho history of this noted pioneer woman is tradition largely, 
but enough is known to make it pretty correct history. The story 
of her life is connected principally with the history of the New 
.River and Kanawha Valiev. 

in the year 1891, when Hon. Virgil Lewis, the V est Virginia 
historian, wrote o* this locally noted woman pioneer, there were 
still people then living who had known her and conversed with 
her, among them Colonel Charles B. Wagner, of Point Pleasant; 
Mrs. Mare McCullough, of Mason County; Mrs. M arv Irons and 

- o - . 

Mrs. Phoebe V illy, of Callia County, Ohio, extremely old persons 
seventeen years ago. 1 lie two latter were granddaughters of Ann 

~ O I ’ 

Bailey: also John Slack, Sr., and J. H. Goshorn, of Charleston, 
West Virginia. 


CJ 


Ann I.rn'lcy's mine was Hennis. She was a native of L:\ crpccl, 
England. The exact date of her birth is not known with absolute 
verity. It has been claimed that she lived to the age of 125 years. 
This is no doubt a mistake, but that she did live to a verv old age 
there is no doubt. Her father was a soldier in Queen Ann’s war, 
and served on the continent of Europe under the Duke of Marl¬ 
borough at Blenheim. She was named after Queen Ann. She had 
visited London in her childhood, then five years old. She witnessed 
the execution of Lord Lovat, convicted of high treason. From this 
event the date of her birth is fixed at 1742. as approximately correct, 
Lovat having been beheaded April V 1747. 

She came to Virginia in 1761. Various traditions exist as to 

_ 

the manner of her conning. Some stories printed state that at the 
age of nineteen vears she was kidnaped and carried away while on 
her wav to school with her hooks, brought bevoiid the sea. landed 
on the lames River in Virginia, where sold to defray the cost of her 

o • 

vovage. Others claim she was married to Richard Trotter, and 

^ o 

with him sought a home in the Virginia settlement, and because 
of their extreme poverty, was “sold out” to pay costs of passage, 
as was the custom in those daws, and that thev were bought bv a 
gentleman bv the name of Bell, residing at Staunton. Virginia, and 

Co * ^ n * ^ 

after their term of service became settlers of Augusta. The facts 
seem to he that, when her parents died, she was left a penniless 
orphan of youthful years, alone in the great city of Liverpool. In 
her extremity she thought of some friends or relatives who had 

• i ’ 

gone bevnnd the Atlantic Ocean and settled in the colony of Vir- 













594 


IJISTOR\ OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


ginia, ami she determined to follow them, and went on shipboard 
and sailed. In time she reached the A irginia Capes, sailed up the 
James River; then she undertook the passage through the wilder- 


ne>^. o\ eriand to Augusta County, passing the LUtie Ridge. At 
the age of nineteen she arrived at the home of the Hells in that 
county, where Staunton now stands. Soon after her arrival she 
became acquainted with Richard Trotter, a brave frontiersman, fell 
in love with him and married him. He was one of the youthful 
soldiers of Rraddock's Armv; was at llradock’s Defeat.” Trotter 

, Her 


^ #■ 

Cl 4 


escaped with his life, and later he married Ann Dennis, 
maiden name was Dennis. Site w as fair. Trotter was brave. “None 
but the brave-deserve the fair." They were married in 1765. A 
little cabin was reared by their joint industry in a voiceless wil¬ 
derness. Their first child, William, was born in 17o7. Pressing 
westward, a few frontiersmen had located on Muddy Creek in the 
Greenbrier Valiev. This infant settlement survived but a short 
time, nerishinu hv the hand of the barbarians. DunsmoreC V 
came on. Richard Trotter's wife was one of the bravest who 
encouiaged the whites to break the savage powder and save the 
mothers and children from the >avage tomahawk and knife. 

Richard Trotter joined Lew is’ Army that proceeded from Camp 
Union i LewdsburcG to Point Pleasant, and aided in lighting the 

v o o 

most hotlv a ntested battle ever fought on the American continent 

«r 1 

between the white men and the Indians. He was one of the slain, 
leavimr Ann a widow', who watched and waited in her humble home 


for his return, but he never came. He died in aiding to plant white 
civilization on the ( )hio. Married to Trotter at the age of twentv- 

O w 

three, >he was a widow at the age of thirtv-two. and so remained 

' wr 

lor eleven vears. She resolved to avenge her husband’s death when 
she finally learned of his dismal fate. It was not a visionary dream. 
It was an outburst of patriotism and heroism. The Revolutionary 
War was now at hand. She found a duty to perform, and tradition 
tells how well she performed it. Her neighbor was-a Mrs. Moses 

Mann, and some of her family were victims of the Indian savages. 
She tendered a home to the boy of Ann of seven, made an orphan by 
the Indian bullet at Point Pleasant, and Ann Trotter entered on her 
unparalleled career, which has no equal in Virginia history. She 
clad herself in the costume of the border. She joined the- re¬ 
cruiting stations, where she urged enlistments w ith great earnest- 
ness and heroism. Her appeals were first on behalf of the de¬ 
fenseless women-and children on the border, and w hen these were 
not in immediate danger, she was urging the men to enlist in the 
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Continental establishments and strike for freedom against her 


native land. 

She was clad in buckskin trousers, with a petticoat, heavy bro- 
gan shoes, a man's coat and hat, a belt about the waist with a 
hunting' knife attached, and with a ride on her shoulder. In this 
garb site passed from one recruiting station to another, from one 
muster to another, appealing to the patriotism of all she met. The 
whole border, from the Potomac to the Roanoke, was her field. 
Long before the close of the Revolution the name of Ann Trotter 


was famous in all quarters, and her virtue and patriotism, as well 
as her heroism, were sung by all who knew her or knew of her. 
After the Revolution a continued struggle waged, and for long 

o o o 

years Ann Trotter redoubled her energies, if it were possible for 
human to do. so; and, on foot and on horseback, she bore messages 
and dispatches from the eastern settlements to the remotest fron¬ 
tiers. among them Fort Fincastle on the Jackson River, Fort 
Fd wards on the \Ya**m Spring* Afonn^m. * : ort I cndcr.. now A Fin-* 

x c* 

cheater, Fort Savanna, now Fewisburg, in Greenbrier County, then 
the most western outpost of civilization in 1/78, on the southwest¬ 
ern frontier of Virginia, with the exception of Fort Ranolph at 
Point Pleasant. She bore messages between Staunton and Lewis- 
burg and Point ’Pleasant on the Ohio. The inhabitants awaited 

i ^ 

her coming with anxictv. It was 100 miles from Point Pleasant 
to Lewisbitrg on the route the armv of Lewis marched in 

O •> 

« 

She traveled the lonelv defiles of the Alleghenies, crossed the Sew- 

* 1 1 


1 / / 4 . 


ell .Mountains, the Gauley and the Elk Rivers and other streams. 

She traversed this region and the valley of the Kanawha, which 

became the scene of main* an adventure bv her. 

^ — 

fohn Bailev was a brave scout. She met him. He was worthy 

+ w % • 

of her admiration and devotion. They were married on the 3d 
of November. 1785, bv Rev. Tohn AIcCue, the first Presbyterian 
minister west of the Alleghenies. She was then fortv-three vears 

4 

of age. Thus. Ann Trotter, the heroine of the Shenandoah, became 
Ann P>ailey, the heroine of the Kanawha. The marriage record 
is in Record No. 1. page 7, in the office of the county clerk of 
Greenbrier Countv. 

m 

When Charleston was founded as Fort Clendenin, John Bailey 
became the commandant with his bride, the now famous Ann. 
Here she entered upon a career of unsurpassed daring and adven¬ 
ture. Her skill with the rifle was great. Her dexterity as an 
equestrienne was wonderful. Her care for the sick and helpless 
challenged the admiration of all. Often she left the fort and rode 

t 
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into the wilderness, carried messages to Point Pleasant, sixty miles, 
to Lewislmrg. to Staunton and other settlements. She carried the 
letter of Daniel Boone, who wa> then lieutenant colonel of Kana- 


v\ 


ha Ce 


ki iu > 


to Co\einoi lieurv Lee, regarding the military es- 

_ < > II w 


tablishmcnt of the county, which is characteristic, lie w rote : 

“For Kanawha Co. 6S Privits; men and captain at Pint plesent 
17 men; John Morris Juiier: Insine at the Bote yards 17 men; 
Two spyes or scutes Will be Xeeessry at the pint to sarch the 
Banks of the River at the crossing places. More would be want¬ 
ing if the could be aloude. Those spyes Must be Compoused of 
the inhabitants who Well Know the Woods and Waters from the 
pint to belleville 60 miles—Xo inhabitance; also from the pint to 
Elke 60 miles—Xo inhabitence; from Like to the Bote Yards 20 
miles, all inhabited.” 


Thus, in 1701, we are informed there were no white inhabi¬ 
tants in all the Kanawha Valiev, and no idea of a fixed habLa 


)» 


And ever afterwards, mounted on her famous horse. “Liverpool, 
she ranged all over the land, from Point Pleasant to Staunton. 

• i 

% 

“Never,” says Professor Lewis, "under the impenetrable coat 
of mail of a Crusader beat a heart actuated bv greater heroism and 
ardent love for humanity than that which throbbed within the 
bosom of Ann Bailev. She boldlv sallied into the wilderness as 
if to challange the ferocity of wild beasts and the ver.geance of 
savage men. Day and night she continued on her journeys, and 
slept in the wilderness, with only her faithful horse tied near as 
her sole companion.” 

On another occasion she journeyed from Charleston to Lewis- 
burg. She slept in a hollow tree, and tied her horse so that he 
constantly blew his breath on her, and thus aided in saving her 
from freezing. She frequently slept in a cave at the month of 
Thirteen Mile Creek, known to this day as “Ann Bailey's Cave. 
This cave was destroyed bv stonemasons in recent vears, bv blast- 

* m • ^ 

ing out the rock, in the absence of the owner. Dr. Forbes, of lower 
Kanawha County. 

On one trip from Point Pleasant to Charleston she was dis¬ 
covered. where Winifred now stands, by a band of savages, who 
gave chase. 

It was Ann Bailey who volunteered to go from Fort Clendennin, 
Charleston, to Lewisburg and secure the necessary supply of 
powder for that fort, w hich was besieged by the Indian-, and the 
supply had been exhausted. It was a trip through a trackless wil- 
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derness. beset with savage foes and wild beasts. The fort was 

surrounded bv savage Indians. All the men in the fort refused 

% 

to undertake the perilous and dangerous passage. She bestrode 
the tleetest horse. The commander aided her to mount. The gate 
of the fort opened, and she disappeared in the forest. She passed 
Kanawha Falls, Gauley, Hawk's Xest, the Sewell Mountains, the 
Greenbrier Hills, and finaDv the fort, where Lewisburg now stands, 

m 

was reached. She immediately secured a supply of powder. She 
refused a return guard, but with two horses, one she rode, and the 
other lead, loaded with the precious burden of powder, she readied 
Fort Lee exhausted, having made successfullv the most daring 

o • o 

feat in the history of the West. The next morning the garrison 
sallied from the fort with plentiful supplies, and. after a fierce 
fight, drove oft the besieging savages and saved the people of the 
fort, where the Capitol now stands, from certain butchery. She 
was then forlv-nine vears old. 


This ride has been 


g *• V Vy V - i * V \_1 X A i 


C ' * 


u 


( ll ^ 




► I '■"» I - •>- ^ 
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U. S. A., while encamped at Gauley Bridge in 1861, wrote “Ann 
Bailev's Ride: a Legend of the Kanawha.” She was voted as a 


reward for her noble service the noble horse she rode on this ride. 


His name was “Liverpool. 


} * 


John Bailey, the second husband of Ann. died about 1802 in the 
vicinitv of Charleston. 

Prominent among the people with whom Ann Bailey associated 
was Captain William Arbuckle. born at Balcony Falls. Virginia, 
on the lames, ancestor of Hon. John \V. Arbuckle, attornev and 
citizen ot Greenbrier Countv. He was as great as Daniel Boone 

o 

or Simon Kenton. He was among the first to enroll with General 

o 

Lewis for the Point Pleasant campaign. Another was Jesse Yan- 
bibber, one of the first settlers on the Greenbrier near Lowell. Then 
westward he went, and we find Vanbibber Rock at the Kanawha 
Falls, and Vanbibber hollows and licks in Green Sulphur Restrict 
of Summers County. 

After the treaty of 1795, which ended the Indian depredations 

in all the Xew, Kanawha and Ohio Valleys, Ann Bailey spent her 

days in the Kanawha and Ohio Valleys, especially in the region of 

Point Pleasant and Gallipolis. After the famous ride from Fort 

Lee to Lewisburg she appears to have lost all. 

On the trio she was about to be overtaken. She abandoned her 

1 

horse and disappeared and escaped in the underbrush in a hollow 
sycamore log. The Indians made a careful search, halted and rested 
on the log, finally departing, taking her horse. Later she came out 















HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


and followed the trail. Coming up with their encampment, she waited 

cover of darkness, and. while they slept, she stole up. and. 


for the 

untying her horse. “Liverpool,” she sprang on his hack, and when 
a short distance site gave a scream, and rode rapidly to Charleston 
in safety. So often did she battle the Indians in this respect that 

~ ' ' ' I 

thev came to the belief she bore a charmed life. The Shawnee 
women knew her as the “White Squaw of the Kanawha.” They, 
on account of her recklessness, came to the conclusion she was 
insane, and regarded her as the "phantom rider,” which appeared 
here, there and everywhere on their paths, and thus for manv years 
she was conspicuous. 

She would cany supplies from one fort to another, from Gal- 
lipolis to Staunton. Frequently her horse was so heavily laden that 
she would walk and lead him. She would bring coffee for one, 

O 7 


drugs for another,, powder■ for another, farming utensils for an¬ 
other. etc. She did an original express business. 


()ntdatino r Alvin 

O 


Adams and William Hernden and Uphraim Farms,wo; tl 


1 


i i its 


il a 11 d. 


to the use of strong drink. She did not belong to anv church. 


century. If it was hogs or cattle that Hie wanted, she would drive 
them through if she had to go to the banks of the Shenandoah for 
them, and it is tradition that she first introduced tame geese into 
the New River Valley, as well as the Kanawha. In compliance 
with an agreement for tame geese, she drove twenty 15(J mile> for 
Captain William Clenendin. (due died by the way. She put its 
dead carcass in a bag, and delivered nineteen alive and one dead, 

» O 7 

keeping the contract to the letter to deliver twenty geese. 

It is tradition that she drank and was profane. Professor Lewis 
denies this. After a careful study and research, and conversing 
with aged people, he asserts that she was not profane or addicted' 

She 

observed the Sabbath. She was known to pray. “What more was 
wanted?” savs Professor Lewis. Heroism, virtue, merev, benevo- 
lence. observance of the Sabbath, dependence on Providence, which 
protected her through an eventful career, all blended to make up 
her character, the pioneer heroine of the Kanawha Valley. 

She had a son, William,' who .grew to be an old man. She 
made her last vi>it to Charleston in the summer of 1817. She walked 
some seventy-five miles, then seventy-five years old. Jacob Warth 
savs he met her six miles from Charleston, walking towards that 

m i 

place in 1817 
border costume. 

It was her «on William (Trotter) whom she had left with Mrs. 
Moses Mann in -Vueusta Countv, as heretofore set forth, at the 


This was some ninety \ ears ago. She was clad in 
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age of seven, that married Ann Cooper, of Kanawha. He took her 
in a canoe to Gallipolis. and was the first Virginian married in 
that old French town. He was a practical business man, was Wil¬ 
liam i rotter, in iS14 he bought 240 acres of land on the Kanawha 

tj 

for $1,27c. three miles from the mouth of the Kanawha. This was 
a part of the W ashington survey, 10,b00 acres, made for himself 


in October, 1770. He resided on this land for three tears, his 
mother residing with him. Selling this land for $1,400, he passed 
the Ohio into Gallia County, where he repurchased. 

One of the most famous of the ’“rides" of Ann Bailey was down 
the New River, from the Southwest Virginia region to the Kanawha, 
by which site passed through the territory of Summers County, long 
after the farm road had been hewn through the wilderness connect- 

o 

ing Charleston. Lewisburg and Staunton, which was done largely 
by taxes paid in road labor by authority of the General Assembly 
of Virginia, at the suggestion of Captain John Stuart, the Green¬ 
brier clerk and histo r ian. The \w Rh'^ r q 

intr wilderness. 




-, with only the trails of the sa\-age for highways. 
The rough country, cliffs, mountains, rivers and gorges, rendered 
the wilderness almost impassable, especially for a horsewoman, 
however accustomed -he may have been. This region was. how¬ 
ever, traversed by this dauntless woman. She came down Xew 
Rixer from toward* the Narrows. Her direct route i> unknown 
now, but it is possible she came by the mouth of the Greenbrier, 
turned off from the river, passing overland through Raleigh and 
Favette, and striking the Greenbrier trail at the falls of the Kana- 
wha, one and a half miles below the mouth of Gauley, where the 
Xew and. Ganiev waters minule and form the Great Kanawh 


/A 

cl . 


It 

is also likely that .-he traversed practically the same trail east from 
the Charleston settlement. Her mission was. as usual, one of 
mercy to the settler.- in West Virginia. As to the details of these 
trips and missions, tradition does not supply. She was known as 
‘‘Mad Ann Bailey, but she was never non compos mentis, but was 
evidently always a woman of good sense. She was ever op¬ 
posed to the removal of her son north of the Ohio. She had spent 
fifty-seven year-, in Virginia. Her companions in peace and in war 
were in that commonwealth. The mortal remains of her husbands 
were buried in its soil, and, therefore, at the age of seventy-six. 
it seemed hard to be severed and take up an abode among strangers. 
Her son appealed to her, and finally prevailed on her to go. and 
just overlooking the town of Gallipolis she built with her own hands 
a rude habitation. It consisted of a pen of fence rails. She remained 
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there but a short time. Her son and friends came and orevailed on 
her to go t«.> his home, where .-lie consented to remain, provided he 
would build her a house near his own—a cabin in which she could 

This he did. where she dwelt the remainder of her 


1 ,.. 11 

» i v\ L‘* 1 d lOll L . 


davs. For vears site was a familiar figure on the streets of Gal- 




lipolis. Usually she walked the entire distance, and frequently 
came in a canoe, which she managed with Indian dexterity. On 
the streets she carried her ride. 

With increasing age came many increasing eccentricities, and 
she was known as “Mad Ann," but none ever dared to call her that 
name in her presence. 

When spoken to concerning the correctness about her ability to 
shoot with her ride, she would relate in the broadest English how 
she once sat on the back of her horse. "Liverpool.” and shot a “hawk 


on a helm tree aer< 




the mouth of the llelk. 


% « 


She died on the did of November, 1825 and 


she lies burled in 


the "Trotter graveyard." in -ui unmarked and lutmelos grave. She 

o « 

left a long line of descendants scattered West and South, number¬ 
ing several hundred. 


[Note. —The facts of the history of Ann Hailey are largely se¬ 
cured through the courtesy of Professor Virgil A. Lewis, of Point 
Pleasant, We>t Virginia. He has made careful research into the his- 
tore, life and, traditions of this noted woman, and has reduced the 
result of his labor into her biography published by him several 
years ago. a copy of which he kindly provided me, and from which 
1 have quoted liberally, with his permission.—J. H. M.] 


STORY OF ABE. 

% 

Abe was an old colored man, who had been held in slavery by 

John Miller. $r., and his ancestors, the first settler on Lick Creek. 

on the part where the three forks. Slater s, Flag 1 ork and Lick 

Creek come together, having been inherited bv fohn Miller from his 

father, Patrick Miller, and brought as a slave from Bath County, 

Virginia, when John Miller, Sr., came from that county and settled 

on Lick Creek, born more than 100 vears ago. lie was as black as 

* 

the ;ice of spades, with a nose something like the shape of a chick¬ 
en's gizzard, verv End of hunting and watching the deer licks at 

17 or V- 

night, of which there were a number in the neighborhood, there 
being one the most famous in modern times, up the hollow on the 
side of Kt* nev’s Mountain, above where Eli 1 aylor settled in the 
mouth of Vanbibber Hollow, brom whom or how this hollow took 
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its name, we are unable to ascertain, but we believe tbe original name 

‘ r ' *'■* • " “ o 

was Y'anvibber. and named after the settler at Lowell, who after¬ 
wards emigrated to Kanawha Falls. Manv deer have been killed 

c* * 

in mv bovhood davs at this lick. There was one in Ellis’ Hollow, 

*('•**’ 

9 

just below the Harrison W illiams house, where Mr. Wood now 
lives, and one further down at the Gum Lick Spring. 

Before the war Abe, who was never known bv anv other name— 
and there is no tradition that he ever had any other—and his wife, 
Sarah, and Minta, two colored women, were made free and per¬ 
mitted to do as they pleased, Abe being given a place to live in up 
in the Ellis’ Hollow, where lie built a cabin, but would not permit 
any floor to be constructed except a dirt floor. He cleared out a 
patch and lived there until his wife died, when he was taken to the 
homestead to be cared for. On one occasion lie had been out ’mint¬ 
ing over the mountains all day, without success, wearing moccasins, 
a kind of footgear made out of dressed deer skins fastened over the 


foot and around the ankle b\ 


- - 4- K ^ 1 ^ /N ♦ el f K /-N • ^ 4* 

1 ii* >1! 14 VV llllUU t exuvi vvitii^uL 


soles to the bottom, being all of one piece, i he old darkey ianaea 
in his cabin late, which was practically in the woods, and was soon 
overtaken bv L. M. Alderson, who was known all over that region 

• Cm 

of the country as “Mims.” the father of James W. Alderson and 
Peter L. Alderson and Mrs. Henry Shepherd, who was on that day 
also on a hunt. Finailv, on finding a trail which he took to be the 
tracks of a hear, the mountains then being still infested with those 
animals, after following it for a long distance late in the evening. 




the trail led into Abe’s cabin. It was “Uncle” Abe with his moc¬ 
casins making the tracks instead of a bear. Luicle Abe and the 

f -1 

other two colored folks, which were all the colored people for miles 
around, except Phoebe, an old negress of Robert Miller’s, who lived 
at the Thomas A. George place, and the slaves owned by E. J. 
Gw inn at Green Sulphur, died about the breaking out of the w ar, 
and were buried in the old Miller gravevard 011 Lick Creek. 

Abe used in his hunting expeditions and lick watching an old 
flint-lock Revolutionary musket and hint-lock rifle. The musket 
had been used in the Revolutionary War, was about six feet in 
length and had a bavonet attachment, and it is a great curiositv, 
and is now in the possession of the writer. With these guns he 
was very successful, he having with the rifle on one occasion, and 
with one shot, killed two wild geese fixing high in the air in their 
vearlv migration: and on another occasion, when sent out in the 

• «r • T 

field to kill a mutton, he took such good aim with his rifle as to 
kill two with one shot. On another occasion, when watching the 
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lick on Flag Fork below W illiams* house with the old musket, he 
killed two fine deer with one shot, being located on a scaffold built 
up in the toiks of a sapling, so that the deer could not scent him 


irom aiar. 


These old colored people unknown to fame deser\e to be re¬ 
membered for their faithfulness to their masters and their children 
and to history, as hating assisted in making the “forests bloom as 
the rose,” and preparing the way for a modern civilization and habi¬ 


tation, and thev were faithful and worked without money and with- 

♦ v 

out price in slavery and out of it. They attended the “musters” 
and sold ginger cakes and cider once a month, and all profits were 
their own. 


LEWIS’ WIT. 


Lewis was the name of a slave owned by Ephraim J. Gwiim at 
Green Sulphur Springs before the war. One day when going to 
mill he was met by “Devil Sam" McCiung. of the i>ig Meadows. 
Mr. McCiung spoke to Lewis with the usual “good morning” greet¬ 
ing, which was returned. 21c McCiung remarked. “Lewis, I don't 
believe von know me ; von don’t remember me. Lewis.” and Lewis 

v — 

replied, “Oh. yessah, I remembahs you. 1 read about you in the 


s, sah.” 



third chapter of the Pilgrim's P 

Peter Maddv. at the beginning of the war, also owned two 


slaves. Gale and Gus, on Lick Creek, who abandoned him when 
the war came oil. Captain Robert Gore also owned some negroes 
in the upper end of the county. The Packs. Grahams and Fowlers 
were the only other slave-owners at the beginning of the war. 


JAMES THOMPSON. 

James Thompson resided on Lick Creek, in Pipestem District, 
at the breaking out of the war. He was a man of tremendous size, 
being a powerful and muscular man physically, and was a captain 
in the Confederate Army, lie was married, having a family of 
bovs and girls. He was an ardent secessionist, and sought to serve 

•/ O ^ 

out vengeance against those of opposite views in those stirring 
times. Parkinson Pennington was a Union advocate, and he and 

t 

Thompson had had some personal differences. Thompson, after 
tiie declaration of hostilities, had Pennington arrested, calling to 

S 

his aid some of his neighbors, and some of his own family and 

% ^ 

connections, and after walking a few miles they determined to dis- 
pose of Pennington without process of law, and proceeded to court- 
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martial (drumhead) and to hang him bv the neck to a dogwood 
bush until he was dead. This occurred about four miles east of 
Athens, in fiercer Countv. then known as Concord Church. The 
rope used was a piece 'of hickory bark, taken from a sprout cut on 

the roadside. 

From this execution of Pennington in the earlv da vs of the 

O m • 

Rebellion until after the close of the war, Captain Thompson kept 
himself heavily armed, and especially so at his own home, where 
he could possibly have resisted an attack by his enemies against 
great odds. Immediatelv on the close of the war, in 1S65. Mr. 

o - 

Thompson was advised by his neighbors and friends to leave the 
country to avoid a suspected attack by the enemy, until the ex¬ 
citement of war and the killing of Pennington had subsided: but 
Thompson, being a brave and fearless man, would not listen to 
these pleadings and advice, but prepared himself for war. posting 
pickets on his own farm at such points as seemed necessary for 
them to observe .the approaching enemv. This continued for a 
short while and up to the time of his death. These guards for some 
cause were removed one day, and the approach of some thirty 
armed men. consisting partly of those attached to the Union cause 
and partly of men who had just emerged from their hiding places 
at the closing of hostilities, not being observed until thev were on 


V_ 


the premises, advanced to his house and surrounded it. Thomp¬ 
son being at his stable at the time, was called by his daughter. 
Mrs. McCorkle. now Mrs. Charles Clark, and secured his weapons 
to defend himself : but was implored by hi> good wife and daughter 
not to shoot or fight, but to make his escape by running away. 
Thompson, at his wife’s request, dropped hi'' gun, and started to 
make his escape, running down the lines of his enemies with his 
daughter, Mrs. McCorkle, at his side, and as near as possible for 
her to be to screen her father from bullets, even if it resulted in 
the taking of them into her own bodv. ft was a long run and 

O v A 

through cleared laud: Thompson’s house being set in the midst of 
a considerable clearing. He had succeeded, however, in getting 

O O o 

through the first line of guards and apparently out of danger, when 
he ran upon a mere youth who was posted behind a tree, and who 
fired point blank into the bod\ of Captain Thompson the fatal 
Miot which killed him instantly. This occurred in the month of 

May, 1865. 

Thus ended the life of a man who was noted for his kindness 

* 

to the poor and needy, who never left his mansion hungry or un¬ 
clothed. Unfortunately, no doubt, his aggressiveness in the cause 

mt 1 7 O O 
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of the South led him to make a mistake which cost him his life 
i:t the end. His widow lived for several years afterwards in the 

same neighborhood. 

( aptain I hompsoii Was the father ot Joseph Thompson, who 
still resides on Lick Creek—the father of Mrs. Marv McCorkle. 
wlio some years atter the death m ' her first husband married 
Charles Clark, and they still reside in the neighborhood, on a part 
of the old 1 hompson plantation. Mrs. McCorkle is the mother 

of John McCorkle, who graduated at the \ irginia Militarv Insti- 

1 _ 

title, and is no!*.*d for his Western travels, hating been a soldier 
in the Philippine Islands recently. Her other son, James Mc¬ 


Corkle, died in the 


ci t\ 


of Hinton a few tears ago, leavin 




a 


widow and one son. the widow afterwards intermarrving with 
Sam G. .McCulloch, of the citv of Hinton, and the son 


is now 


a prosperous jeweler of the same town. Mrs. McCorkle was the 
aunt of Mrs. Xannie McLaughlin, a daughter of Charles Clark; 
Mrs. A. T. Maupin and Mr. Charles A. Clark, now in the W 
and Mrs. Lucv W ise, of Hinton. 




^ t- 


MATTHEW A. MANNING. 

Hon. M. A. Manning died at his home in Talcott, this countv, 
of heart disease, on December ld. 1 (, 00. Mr. Planning was born 

o 

May 4. 1848. in Elkin, Roscommon County, Ireland. He emi¬ 
grated to this Country with his parents when he was four years 
old, through the influence of Colonel ( diver Leirn and Patrick 
Beirn, who were distant relatives. His family located first in 

Monroe Countv, but afterwards removed to Nicholas Countv. 

■ 

where he resided until the breaking out of the late war, in which 
Mr. Manning enlisted on the Confederate side, although onlv a 
boy of eighteen years. He was a brave Confederate soldier. 
About 18~1 Mr. Manning removed to Talcott, during the build- 

I* 

ing of the Chesapeake X < )hio Railway, engaging there in the 
mercantile business with the late T. F. Park, a cousin, under the 
firm name of Park N Maiming, and at that place he resided un¬ 
til the date of his death, having married Miss Mary R. Campbell, 
of this county, lie left surviving him two children. Frank A. 
and MLs Faye, and two brothers. James Mb Manning, of Talcott, 
and Dennis b. Manning, of Indiana. 

4 ^ 

Mr. Manning was an enterprising and useful citizen, and his 
death was a great !<>-> to his county, and especially to bis imme¬ 
diate neighborhood. He had filled many positions of honor, and 
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was an active and earnest Democrat in politics, and took a peat 
interest in political affairs. He had been chairman of the County 
Executive Committee and a member of the >ame through many 


successive campaigns 


He was also chairman of the Senatorial 


Democratic Committee for many vears, and was a member of 

•* m 

that Committee at the time of his death. He was elected a jus¬ 
tice of the peace under the old Constitution, in which the justices 
composed the county court, and was a member of that body 
when the new Constitutional Amendments were adopted, and was 
again elected justice of the peace after the adoption of the now 
Constitution. He had held the position of postmaster at Talcott 
for a number of vears. Under the first Cleveland administration 
he was chief of division in the Pension Department for four years. 
He also received another appointment under the civil service dur¬ 
ing the second Cleveland administration, but declined the appoint¬ 
ment. and never performed anv services thereunder. He was pri¬ 
vate secretary f o Senator Frank Hereford during a large part of 
his Senatorial career: was secretary of the Hoard of Education 
of Talcott District for a number of years, and was a member of 
the commission appointed by the circuit court to settle the dis¬ 
puted county line between Summers and Monroe. He was a law¬ 
yer by profession, and actively engaged in the practice up to the 
date of hi.s death, having been in his office late the night before 
attending to legal matters. Evervbodv knew Mr. Manning, of 
Talcott. 

He was a man of fine intellect and a magnificent fighter, a 


true friend and useful citizen, and generous towards his enemies. 
He was a Ma>ter Mason in good standing, and his funeral was 

o o 

taken charge of bv the Masonic fraternity. He was a devout be- 

O • ■ m 

liever in the doctrines of the Catholic Church and well veiled 
therein. His remains were laid to rest with Masonic honors in 
the cerneterv of the village overlooking the beautiful Greenbrier. 

- o o 

where he had spent such a large portion of his useful life in the 
midst of the people with whom he lived so long, and for whom 
he had always stood. The largest concourse of people ever at¬ 
tending a funeral at that town was present, attesting the tini\er- 
sai regard and esteem of the deceased in that community. He 
had been a friend of the writer’s from the time he came to the 
county, and they had worked side by side in mant an earnest 
political campaign, and he knew him a> well as any one living, 
and it is a pleasure to pay some tribute to the memory of a 
friend of his character who has gone before. 
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ALBERT SYDNEY JOHNSTON. 

\\ bile the subject of this sketch is not a resident or citizen 

V* » 

of this county, being of the good count} of Monroe, from which 
a portion of our country was formed, and having during his early 
and mature manhood been closelv identified with our interests, 
engaged in the publication of a countv newspaper largelv cireu- 
lated within our territory, and his influence having ahvavs been 

• ' r 

for tlie best interests and advancement of the best social, intel¬ 
lectual and higher manhood, we take the libertv of giving him a 

<. - ^ o 

passing notice in these sketches. 

Albert Svdnev Johnston is native of the old Commonwealth. 

m • 

near Warrmitom in the count}- of I'amjuier, and was born on April 
2, 1862, being the oldest child of Charles McLean Johnston and 

o * 

Virginia Lee Johnston, his wife. He attended the local schools 
of Virginia and in the citv of Washington D C 

In 1876 his father with his family removed to Union, the 
countv seat of Monroe Countv. West Virginia, becoming the 
owner and editor of the ‘’Border Watchman," a Democratic news¬ 
paper then published in that town. His father died in 1880. and 

on his death his son, Albert Svdnev, took entire charge of the 

• • * 

newspaper plant and establishment, being then only eighteen 
years of age. He became at this early age the proprietor, printer, 
publisher and editor, and from that day to the present he has ful¬ 
filled those duties faithfullv. honorable and with an eminent de- 
gree of intelligence. Shortly after assuming control of the estab- 
lishment he changed the name of the paper to “The Monroe 

Watchman." It is one of the clean, strong, intelligent and lorce- 

% 

ful newspapers of the State, and one of the ablest edited papers 
in the country. 


Mr. Johnston is 


m 


politics an ardent Democrat, and a fol¬ 


lower of Bryan. His political editorials are clear, clean and 
strong, clearly defining his position on all subjects; utterly fear¬ 
less; never cringing to the grafter nor submitting to the boss, and 
never hesitating to denounce the wrongful polities <>f his own party 
or of its individual members when occasion demands it. By rea¬ 
son of the fearlessness of bis adv<*cacv and the genuineness of 
his logic his paper has obtained a standing and an influence en- 

I 1 1 

viable in the newspaper held. 

Mr. Johnston, while a partisan and in sonic respects a poli¬ 
tician. has not been of the office-seeking class, having refused ire- 
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quently the calls and demands of his party friends to become a 
candidate. In 1890, however, he was the nominee of his party 
for House of Delegates, and was elected by a flattering majority, 
at a time when the county was close. In 1892 he was again the 
nominee of his party and was again elected, and refused afterwards 
to a train become a candidate. He was duriner the second Cleve¬ 


land administration tendered an appointment to an office under 
the administration, as a recognition of his intelligent and patri¬ 
otic services rendered his party. 

He is a leader and not a follower—a maker of public opinion. 
When Albert Sydney Johnston advocates a measure, he does so 
in no uncertain manner, but not until he is satisfied of the cor¬ 
rectness of his position. He is a man of honorable character and 
instincts, and ha> the confidence of those of the opposite party, 
there being among many of his admirers and personal friends 
those of an opposite political faith. For a quarter of a century 
be ha< been thoroughly identified with ail the enterprises of a 
public character advanced for the betterment of his county. 

As a legislator, he advocated those measures beneficial to the 

c 

great masses, known in tho<e days as the common people, and 
was one of the Democratic ’‘people” on that side of the House. 
In the memorable session of 1898-9, Mr. lohnston was selected bv 

me 

the party leaders to edit and conduct the Charleston “Gazette 
newspaper, and was active in the councils of that party at the 
capital. 

Mr. Johnston is one of the self-made men of the State, and 
has made his mark, and will leave the impress of his manly char¬ 
acter for generations to come. 

In 1894 he married Miss Izzie McXeer, of Union, a daughter 
of the late James W. McXeer, a son of Major A. A. McXeer, and 
whose mother was Mary Ann Miller, a daughter of John Miller, 
Sr., her mother being a daughter of the late E. M. Brown, one 

O 

of the old-time merchants of this country, and of this union there 
has been born five children. 

The circulation of the “Monroe Watchman” newspaper is one 
of the largest of any country newspaper in the State, now num¬ 
bering more than two thousand, and going into manv States of the 


• 1 


Union, and is a model newspaper—clean, newsy and sensible. 

I regard Albert Sydney Johnston an honest man. a cultured 
ntleman. a patriotic, manly and just citizen. 


V 
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YOUNG. 


John Young came to the territory of this countv in 1852. He 
was a native of Pennsylvania, ami his father’s name was Corne- 

4 

lius. John settled on the waters of Little Pluestone River, then 
Mercer, and died July 10. 1000. Hi> wife was Mary A. Bradford, 
born in Botetourt Countv. Virginia, and her father was a soldier 

of the war of 1812. She died in August. 1005. Their children 

were J. Floyd, now a resident of Raleigh County; \Y. Reed, who 
died on the 24th of December. 1800; Michael A. \Y., who resides 
in Hinton, and has had a varied career, at one time being a min¬ 
ister of power and influence in the M. E. Church, and now a sales¬ 
man for a number of wholesale houses; John L., who was killed 
bv his son. August 2, 1000. an account of which is given- else- 
where: Augustus C.. one of the most prosperous, intelligent and 
conscientious farmers in the county, living on his farm in Jump¬ 
ing Branch District: George S.. who liw>< Hinton; S. (1. L. 

Young, who lives near Jumping Branch, and Victoria J.. who mar¬ 
ried J. A. Cox. and C. L.. who married M. B. Simmons—consti¬ 
tuting a large familv. 

\Y. R. Young died verv suddenlv December 24, 18%. near the 


fell 


mouth oi Blue-stone, from heart disease, while traveling. He 
from his horse and expired in a moment. He was a most excel¬ 
lent citizen. 

Augustus C. who is a Jefferson Democrat and a Missionary Bap¬ 
tist. has frequently been spoken of for important official positions. 
In 1 ( '03 lie was appointed postmaster ai Jumping Branch under 
Cleveland's administration, and held for a full term, and until 
President MeKiuRv came into office. G. F. Meador, the 


mer- 


% 

chant at Jumping Branch, was his assistant. It was while lie 
held that position that Enon Basham broke into and robbed the 
postofiice. for which he served a term of years in the penitentiary. 
He was arrested by his brother, Robert H. Basham, in order to 
get the fees due therefor. 

o 

This familv is not related to the Young familv which titled 
on Yew River in the earlv (lavs. 


THE COOK FAMILY. 


t 
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ing dissatisfied with their home, decided to move farther West 
Crossing the Alleghenies and 


coming down the vallev of the: 

o - 


Greenbrier, they settled in what is now Pipestem District, Sum¬ 
mers Count}. 

To this couple were born thirteen children, eight hoys and five 
girls, as follows: Rhoda, Abram, Joel, Annie, Dinah, .David, 
Ephraim. Cornelius, jemima, Elizabeth, John, James and Madison. 

The oldest, Rhoda, was born in the vear 1791, married Larkin 
\\ iiliams in 1812, settled in what is now Jumping Branch District, 
and reared a large tamih of children. 

To this Rhoda Cook Williams was born the following sons 

< a 

and several daughters, viz.: Fielden, Andrew, who is the father 

o 

of Geo. W.: Allen G. and C. A. Williams, now living near Hin- 

o 

ton; John, Lewis, Allen and Samuel, all of whom are now dead 
except Allen and Samuel. Rhoda. after the death of her husband, 
Larkin Williams, lived with Andrew Williams, her son. on the 
farm row occupied hx Tas. H. Hobbs, and known as the “Old 
Williams Place," until her death, which occurred in 1879, at the 
age of ninetv-eight years. 




Abram Cook was born in 1793. Soon after his marriage he 
went West, settled in Indiana, reared a family and there died in 
1876, at the age of eighty-three years. 

Joel Cook, born in 1795, also went to Indiana, and there died 
the same vear as Abram Cook (1876), aged eightv-one sears. 




Annie Cook, born in 1797, married Andrew Fariev. and reared 

• ** 

a very large family, consisting of the following: Malinda, who 
married Mace Petrv. and was living when last heard from in 
Jackson Countv, this State: Wilson, deceased, the father of Rev. 
John G. Fariev. of Ris er Ridge, in this countv; [oel. who is now 
living and is the father of C. T. Allen, Mrs. W. C. Keaton and 
Mrs. W. O. Fariev. 

James, deceased, the. father of J. Richard, and John A. Far¬ 
ley, of Pipestem: Savina, deceased, who married John Petrv, of 
Pipestem; Melven, deceased, who is the father of Mrs. Thomas 
Lilly, Mrs. Tobe Weatherhead, Mrs. M. D. Xeely, Austin G. and 
Thomas Farley; Ida. who first married Charles Abbott, and after 
his death married William Hughes, of Pipestem: Jackson, who is 
the father of Lewis P». Farley, the present sheriff of Mercer 

Conntv; Annie, who married William Dwiggins; Marv, deceased, 

^ 1 •» 

who married Mandeville Cook: and Thomas deceased, the young¬ 
est child, who entered the Confederate Armv, fought under Gen- 

m V ^ 

eral Early, was captured at the Battle of \\ iuchester, and died in 
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Camp Chase. Ohio, in 18t4. She (Annie) died on River Ridge, 
in the vear 189a, at the age of nmctv-eight years. 

Dinah, born in 17 C D, married Gideon Farley, settled near Beech 
Springs, in Pipestem, and reared the following children: Polly, 
who married Jackson Petrv, and now lives in Kanawha Countv; 
Andrew, deceased, who is the father of O. j. Farley, of Pipestem, 
and several daughters; Rebecca, who married Thomas Lilly, and 
is the mother of Allen G., B. P.. Thomas U. and Geo. \Y. Lilly, 
the present county superintendent of Summers County; Levi, the 
father of X. II. barley, of Pipestem, and several other children; 
Nelson, now living in Mercer County: Frank, now living in Ken¬ 
tucky; Rachel, who married Samuel Hopkins: Nancy, who mar¬ 
ried Reuben Hopkins; Malinda, who married Solon Meador, and 
William, the youngest, now living in Raleigh Countv. She died 
in the vear 188-1. at the age of eighty-five years. 

o O r * 

Da\id, born in 1801, married a Farley, sister to Andrew, Gid¬ 
eon and Archibald, for his fn^L wife. He was the father of Ts'me 
Cook, and hau several daughters. He settled, lived and died in 
Pipestem. His death was caused by a fall from a cherry tree in 
1876, at the age of seventy-three years. 

Cornelius, born in 1803, married a Petry, settled at the foot of 
Bent Mountain, in Mercer County, and reared a large family, 
where he continued to reside until his death, which occurred in 
1884, at the age of eightv-one years. 


femirna Cook, born in 



married Archibald Farlev, and 


settled on the old homestead now' owned and occupied by their 
voungest child, Mr. L. W. Farlev. Thev reared a family consist- 

m* Cm - ^ J 

ing of the following: Madison, who is the father of Henderson, 


of Mercer County; W. O., present member of the county court: 
Robert, Walter and Mrs. C. M. Vest; Mrs. John Cawley, de¬ 
ceased; A. G. J*., Henderson, of Indiana; H. C., A. P., Chloe. 
deceased, who married Allen G. Lillv, and L. W. Farlev. She 
died in 1883, at the age of seventy-seven years. 

O * 

Elizabeth, born in 1809, married Martin Cadle, who is still liv¬ 
ing, and able to walk thirty miles in a day, and is now ninety 
years old, and has never been sick a single dav during his life. 
To Elizabeth and Uncle ‘‘Mart*’ were born the following: John, 
deceased; William, deceased, and Daniel, now living in Iowa, be¬ 
sides several daughters, among whom is Mrs. Geo. W. \\ illiarns. 
of Leatherwood, near Hinton. Elizabeth died in the year 1900. 
at the age of ninetv-one years. 
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John Cook, who was born in 1813, and was living in Indiana 
when last heard from, and if li\ ing is now ninety-three years old. 

James Cook, born in 1816. married Xane\ Xeely, and lived in 
Pipestem until his death, which occurred in April. 1 c >01, from the 
effects of a burn. He was eightv-five vears old when he died. 

C r 

James was the father of Mrs. Deliia Meador, the stepmother of 
County Clerk J. M. Meador; Mrs. Sarah Oxley, John, deceased; 
Daniel PI., living near Foss. PM Y-a.; Mahala, deceased; Martha 
J., who was the first wife of Rev. \M C. Keaton; James \M, liv¬ 
ing in Mercer County; II. C., "William G., and Mrs. Lucretia Mil¬ 
ler, deceased. 

Madison Cook, born in 1818. was the voungest child. He was 
fifty-eight years old at the death of the fir>t child of the family. 

Four of tin’s ancient Cook* family married in old Drewry Par¬ 
ley's family, who came and settled in Pipestem about the same 
time. They were Annie, Dinah, femima and David, who married 
Andrew, Gideon, Archibald and Elizabeth, 

very close relationship between the two families, so much so 
that their histories are verv close!v blended. Mention will be 

m * 

made of the Farlev familv in another chanter. 

m w? X 

This ancient Cook family, without a single exception, so far 
as I can learn, were all "Baptists, and many of them connected 
with that church before the “split,” as it was called, after which 
the individual members of the family followed the dictates of their 

Some united with the old Xew River or Indian 
Creek Association, and others with the old Greenbrier Associa¬ 
tion. Only a few years since another wing of the Baptist Church, 
known as the “Regular” Baptists, have organized, with quite a 
membership, several churches and a few associations, and the 
descendants of this Cook familv are still adhering to one of these 


A 1 % ^ - 


A 4 V 4 lv % 




A 




Cl 


own conscience 


c: 


Baptist churches, either the Primitive, Missionary, or Regular 
Baptist churches, never losing “the faith once delivered to the 
saints.” and honestly contending for baptism by immersion as the 
only mode authorized by God's Word. 

Manv of the old Cook familv are laid to rest in the old familv 
churchyard on the farm first settled by the ancient Drewry Par¬ 
ley. near the shadows of the “Old Rocky Mount Church,” upon the 
farm where Alexander Farlev now lives, and near Farlev P< 


ost- 


ottice. 


At the time of the settlement of Pipestem District by the>e 

ancient Co<>k and Farlev families, there were scaredv anv white 

• •+ * 

settlers nearer than Lewisburg. Indians were often seen Gassing 

o i. 
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through the country. The forests abounded with bears, deer, pan¬ 
thers and all kinds of smaller game. But time has wrought great 

O o O 

changes. Generation after generation has come and passed away. 
The forests where the wild deer and the Indian roamed at will, 
where the moonbeams sparkled upon unbroken forests, where the 
■‘Indian lover \wxd his dusky mate”—these solitary forests have 
been transformed into hue farms, where a healthful and thriving 
populace are now living under the eaves of schools and churches, 
and who hold beckoning hands to the weary traveler to come in 


and find a welcome with their stalwart sons and ruddy-cheeked 
daughters, and hide from the cold blasts of winter storms. A 
more generous and kind-hearted people will be hard to find than 
these, the descendants of this ancient Cook and Farley families, 
who now compose perhaps one-half the population of Pipe.stem 
District. 

“But the old families are gone, 


With their forests wild and deep. 

And we have built our homes upon 

Fields where their generations sleep.” 


The first settlement on Indian Creek was made bv the Cooks 

•» 

in 1770. three miles from its . mouth. This is near where Indian 
Ali 11 s now stands, and there they built a fort known as Cook’s 
Fort, into wliich the settlers 


in the surrounding region 


Brad¬ 


shaw's Run, Indian Creek and the Stinking Lick country—were 
gathered on the alarm of the approach of Indians. The horses 
and cattle were permitted to run at large with bells hung to their 
necks, and these cattle ami animals would also be gathered into 


the fort to prevent their theft and destruction by the Indians. 

We are not able to state what generation of Cooks made this 
settlement. 


FLANAGAN. 


Among the very first settlers who located in Hinton, and be¬ 
fore it was a town or even a village, were the Flanagan brothers, 
from Favette Countv. R. R. Flanagan has lived longer in the 

« • - w 

city than ary other man now living, except the Hinton boys, who 
were living here before the coming of the railroad. There were 
three brothers of the name who located earlv in the town—Robert 
R., Richard A. and Andrew G. Flanagan. The}' were the sons 
of Richard .\llen Flangan, one of the oldest pioneers of Fayette 
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Couniy, who settled and lived near Boyer's Ferry, now Sewell, 
in that countv. He was born in Nelson Countv, Va„ in the rear 
3807. While a small bov his parents moved from Nelson to Al¬ 
bemarle Countv. His father’s name was lames Flanagan, and he 

-Flanagan, who emigrated from England, 


was a son ot 


1 


me Flanagan’s being ot English descent, the original ancestor 
crossing the ocean in the early settlement of the English in Amer¬ 
ica. The grandmother of the present Flanagan generation was 
Nance Allen, a sister of Judge Tames Allen, of Richmond, Yir- 
ginia. Richard A. Flanagan married Nance #hvinn, a sister of 


IJ 


Avis Hinton, W illiam and Lewis Gwinn. of Meadow Creek, and 
Andrew Gwinn, of Illinois, and was a descendant of the old set¬ 
tler at Lowell, Samuel Gwinn. The children of Richard A. Flana¬ 
gan were the three brothers above named and William G. Flana¬ 
gan. now a resident of this county at the old Eldridge Gwinn 
place in the Little Meadows. He has occupied a number cf posi¬ 
tion* ?md offices of trust, both iti Fayette and Summers Counties. 
In Fayette County he was deputy sheriff, justice of the peace, 
road surveyor and a notary public. After his removal to Sum¬ 
mers County he held the office of justice of the peace for four 
years, preG lent of the Board of Education four years, and was 
a notary public and one of the leaders of the Republican party. 
There were t\yo other brothers. James Allen and Laban, and one 
sister, Ileuie. th 
Isaac Gilkerson. of Fayette Countv. Laban married a daughter 


e 


three now being dead. The latter married 


of William Lord, a sister of the wife of W. H. Boude, clerk. 
James was never married. Another son died when eleven vears 

• w 

old. He was killed bv a tree falling on him accidentally. The 
other two daughters were Mrs. Eliza J. Maxwell, who married 
Robert H. Maxwell, now residing in Flinton; the other one, Eliza¬ 
beth. married \V. T. Timbcrlake, of Favette Countv, the father 
of Dr. Timbcrlake, who married Josa Fredeking of Hinton, and 
who is now surgeon for the Deepwater Railway Company at 
Page, West Virginia. 

Robert R. Flanagan was born in 1848. and married Miss Frede- 




king, a daughter of Lee Fredeking, of Hinton. He was engaged 

<> T O w 1 O O 

for some years as superintendent of the C. & O. telegraph sys¬ 
tem between White Sulphur and Huntington. He is one of the 
wealthiest men in Hinton, and possibly the largest holder of real 
estate within that citv. He had faith in the citv from the earliest, 
and made judicious investments in real estate, which he ha> re¬ 
tained, improving the same from year to year, and which has 
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greatly appreciated in value. 1 le held the office of posmaster of 
Hinton for a term of four years by appointment from President 
Benjamin Harrison. He ha* been a member of the city council, 
and has frequently declined to run for political office on the de¬ 
mand of his party. He is connected with all of the principal 
business enterprises of the city, and has done a* much as any 
other one man in developing 1 the same, lie is a stockholder and 
director in the First National Bank: president of the New River 
Milling Company: director in the Greenbrier Snrings Company: 
was manager, stockholder and director in the Hinton Water 
Works Company from it* organization in 1890 for a period 
fifteen years, and after its repurchase by home capitalists he again 
became a stockholder and general manager, which position lie 
now bolds against bis protest. He is a director in the First Na¬ 
tional Bank of Pineville, and is one of the promoters of the Hin¬ 
ton Toll P»ridpe (V>mnnn\ 

C ' 1 

IT* 

H.w 


o i 


v ho*e b v idgf* spans New River at 

H I 


11 * J 

lUii» cl^ u Cli 1JJ c\ IlLiiillJCl Oi 


f v>thc 


i n c<u f uiei pi ises 


H 


e n 


a Presbyterian in his religion.- belief. 

Andrew G. Flanagan, the Youngest son, was horn in Favette 

County, on March 15, 1852: located at Hinton about 1870. ami 

was for a number of years depot agent for the C. N ( h Ry. Co. 

He held the office of town sergeant for three rear*, when ho re- 

signed : was elected mavor for one term: has been a commissioner 
* 

in chancery for about ten years, appointed first by Judge Mc¬ 
Whorter and then bv judge Miller, which position he -till hold*. 
He has represented the United States Government as Riv er ( )1»- 
server for th.e Weather Bureau for the past twenty-five years. 
He married Miss Alice K. Fiedcking. daughter of C. A. Frede- 

l * 

king, one of the first settler* in Hinton, in 1879, and i* one of the 
substantial and large property owners of the city, and connected, 
as stockholder and official with a majority of the local business 
enterprises, including the Hinton Hardware Company, of which 


he is secretary, and has been from its organization : secretary of 

the Lille Lumber Company: stockholder in the National Bank oi 

Summers, and is one of the principal stockholders in the Hinton 

Toll Bn dge Company, and a stockholder in the first National 

% 

Bank of Pineville and the Greenbrier Springs Company, and also 
in the Hinton Water. Light N Supply Company, which succeeds 
the old Hinton Water Works Company, of which he was a stock¬ 
holder. and was manager of that company at one time, when 
owned bv the Penn*vlvania stockholder*, lie was a stockholder. 

m ** 

promoter and manager of the Hinton N Southeastern I eleplionc- 
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Company, the first telephone company that ever constructed its 
lines into the citv of Hinton. Mr. Flanagan 6 one of the substan- 
tial citizens, progressive ami enterprising. He has never in poli¬ 
tics been m office, and believes in good government, and is identi¬ 
fied with the best interests of the county. 

Richard Albert, known as Albert, died in 18‘M. He was a resi¬ 
dent of Roanoke. Ya.. but died at his brother’s in Hinton, and was 
buried in Hilltop Cemetery. 

When Richard Allen Flanagan, the ancestor, was eighteen 

o 

vears of age. his mother started to emigrate to Ohio overland, 

r O 

massing over the Alleghenv Mountains through Greenbrier, stop- 

i o o * o * 

ping over night at Colonel George Aklerson’s. at what is now 
Meadow dale, w here 1. C. Henrv lives. The next morning. 


:. hy 

reason of the stormy weather and snow. Colonel Alderson ottered 
Mrs. Flanagan, the mother of R. A. Flanagan, a house about 


cX 


Cl 


half-mile from his residence, known as the John B. Gw inn place. 
!ip accepted the r.PVr ruul spent the u-inf.-r in H-»nt h^use. Rv 

that time she had decided to remain in that country. 

His first wife was Marv Ellen Carv, burn October 7. 18JT 
lames Allen wa> burn October 31, 1831 : Laban. October 14. 1 >34. 

* 

Win. G., who now lives in the Meadows, was horn November 22 . 
1836. His mother died at Meadow Creek Station, at the David 
Bowls place. From the time of his location. Mr. Flanagan was a 
resident of that country, and spent the remainder of his life there, 
except for a short while he resided in Jack-on County. West Vir¬ 
ginia. from 1840 to 1841. when he married his second wife. He 
settled on the old place at Sewell, then Boyer's berry, in 1844. 
He was a justice of the peace for two term?—eight years--prior 
to the Civil War, and held that office at the beginning of the war. 

t • * O 

The justices at that time comprised the county court. He was 
opposed to secession, and was a Union man throughout the Civil 
W ar. He wa- the only justice of the peace at that time of that 
county who was opposed to secession. The justices entered an 
order of record as follows: "We are in favor of secession, and 


we pledge our sacred honor to use all the means at our disposal 
and our present means, ami when all is exhausted we will live 
upon* root- and still fight for the cause of secession.” against which 
Flanagan voted. T his is the substance of the resolution entered 
by the county court which met with bis opposition. Riior to the 
war he was a strong Democrat, and took an active part in all 
election-. In I860 lie and three sons, who were old enough to 
vote, voted for Douglas again-1 Breckenridge. In April. ISM, 

« ^ t * * Mm 
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a vote was taken whether we should secede. Mr. Flanagan am! 

o 

his sons, Joseph and William C.. who were of voting age, voted 
against the secession of the Southern States. After 1860 he voted 
the Republican ticket. Often in county and district he favored 
the best men. He favored the Flick Amendment, which prac¬ 
tically abolished the ironclad test oath, his policy hekig. "If the 
rebels w*:c guilty, let them be punished according to law, and 

not bv disfranchisement or decitizenising them.” 

* 


Mr. Flanagan was twice elected to the House of Delegates of 

at Wheeling, 


the West 


Virginia Legislature, serving one term 

O O 7 o 


when the capital was in that city, and the other in Charleston. 

He voted in favor of removing the capital foam W heeling to 

Charleston. He was a member when the act was passed dealing 

Summers t'ouiny, and voted in favor of the passage of the act. 

and was active m .securing the formation of the new county. For 

his service? in the Legislature. see the jirts nf th*' <e"'v'on »n 1870 

% • 

and of 1871. Mcm.bc* s 
old Constitution. being elected each vear, he served two term" 

C* • 

in that office. He died on the 4th ol [ulv, 1884. and is buried in 

m m' 

Hilltop Cenieterv, at Hinton, where a handsome granite menu- 
nient has been erected at his grave bv hi? sons. 

Mr. Flanagan was a wealthv man at his dav, being the owner 


, r 4 1 . r . i 4 . i 

Cl uiv U ell lUdl Lime, dll'.iCl l lit. 


of land? in the New River coal held. On their development, lands 
which had been almost worthless before became verv valuable. - 

The children of R. R. Flanagan are Frederick, Andrew, Marie 
Lucile and Eliza Louise. 

The onlv living child of Andrew G. Flanagan is Miss Vella. 

^ o o 

who married the attornev, judge A. D. Dalv, of Hinton. 


DANIEL MORGAN MEADOR 

Was born March 16, 1856. in Raleigh County, West Virginia. 
His parents were Lewis and Rachel Meador. His mother was 
Miss Rachel Cox. His grandfather's name was Thomas, and he 
settled and lived at the old Pack Mill, seven miles above the mouth 


f Eiuesfone. I 


e w i s 


c’ountrv bv reason of 


Meador is known all over this region of 
his having carried the mail from here to 
Raleigh Court House for many year?, and with many courtesies 
extended m the people on the route. ^ 

D. M. Meador was married November 28. 1878. to Mis? S; L 
wira Richmond, a daughter of William Richmond, of Raleigh 
Countv, and a sister of Mrs. William Plumly, Jr., ami of Ai : eu 
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Richmond, of Jumping Branch, and of John and Lewis Richmond, 


citizens and merchants of 


Hinton. 


The brothers of Mr. Meador 


were LaFayette, who was a merchant in Ilinton for many years, 
and is now in the lumber business in Yirgina; Isaac, of Shady 
Springs. Raleigh County, Henry and Matthew. 

I). M. Meador was elected a justice of the peace from Rich¬ 
mond District, which position he held for four years. He is a 
Democrat in politics and a Christian Baptist in religion. He has 

been a merchant in Hinton for many years, is a large property 
owner, and one of the promoters of and stockholders in the Hin¬ 
ton Foundry *Sc Machine Company. He has been engaged also in 
the lumber manufacturing' and stave business for a number of 

. in Facette 



years, now operating on a large scale at Cliff 
County, and is an enterprising and thrifty citizen. He is a de- 
sc end a nt of the original pioneer Meador who settled in the Blue- 
stone region. 


HARVEY. 


The late Allen L. Harvey resided for manv vears and until 

~ m m ^ 

his death, on the 9th dav of February, 1883, on his farm, a good 

* * 7 O 

River, above Crump’s Bottom, in Forest Hill 


X e\\ 


plantation on 

District. He was born at Red Sulphur Springs, in Monroe 


County, then Virginia, on July 98. 1899. and was the oldest son 
of Tames and Xancv Harvev. He had three sisters—Sallie. who 


married William Adair: Mary, who married Dr. Ward Cook, who 
resided in the State of Indiana, and Amanda, who married Hon. 
Win. Havnes; and two brothers, lames A. Harvey and L S. 

Harvev. 


Mr. Harvev made his home with his parents at Fled Sulphur 
until lie was twenty-five years of age, when he married Aliss 
Melinda I. Pack, daughter of one of the old settlers of the countv, 

m- O ^ 

Archibald Pack, who then lived in Mercer Countv. Immediately 
after the marriage of 31 r. Harvev he removed to his farm on Xew 


River, where 
Farm,” and at 

surviving him 

% 

bo vs. all of v 
son. James H.. 


his sons now reside, known as the “McDaniels 
which place he resided until bis death. He left 
a wife and eleven children, eight girls and three 
horn are still living and all married, except one 
and one daughter. His wife died on the 30th day 


of March, 1004. 


31 r. Harvev was a very intelligent and prominent citizen in 

Monroe County before the formation of Summers County, ami 

- • 

in the latter after its formation. He held the office of Commis- 
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sioner of Internal Revenue by election in Monroe County tor 
four rears : also deputy sheriff four years*, and high sheriff of 

- 1 * - * O 

Monroe County tour years, and was a justice of the peace in 
Summers! Count v for a number of vear>, as well as one of the 


justices of the county court under tli 


< 


U 


Id Constitution, when 


that tribunal held jurisdiction in all chancery and civil causes. 

John H. IJaryey. the oldest son. is a farmer and surveyor by 
occupation, having been educated in the public schools and at the 


Concord Normal School. He was twice elected surveyor of this 
county, and held the office for two full terms of four years each, 
and declined further election. His two brothers, James H. and 
William L., are both enterprising: farmers, and also reside on New 
River, in Forest Hill District. All are loyal citizen.". 

Thev are each active, loval Democrats, noted in the councils 

m * 

of their party. One of the daughters of A. L. Harvev, Miss Lin- 

▲ v C _ 

nie. married A. J. Keatley. the present sheriff of Summers County; 


od" Tropin 

i / v \ i 


uuu ci 11 \J l 1 i V. I 


>ti 


another married Rev. 1. cerev, 

•r r • 

Captain Hob Sanders, of Forest Hill. 

A. F. Harvey was a Democrat the greater part of his life and 
up to about 1880, when he cast his fortunes with the Greenback 
organization, believing, along with many other Democrats and 
Republicans, in the doctrines of that party on ihe money issues. 

He was larg« ly the promoter of the establishment of the Hinton 
“Fanner" in 1S78. a newspaper founded for the purpose of pro¬ 
claiming the doctrines and faith of the Greenback party, and which, 
on the collapse of that political organization, collapsed with it. 

The Harveys' farm was in aboriginal times a town of some 

* 

ancient peoples. A great many human skeletons have been plowed 

and earthen 

* 

utensils of 


crocker\ 


up from beneath the surface. Farts ot 

various characters, some in the shape of pots, and 
many evidences are yet constantly appearing of populations of a 
prehistoric race. 

Near the mouth of Indian Creek, a short distance below the 
Harvey place, there is a cliff of rocks, on one of which there is 
the imprint of an Indian figure, and traditions have it that there 
is a jar of gold buried beneath this cliff, and the “get-rich-quick” 
and fortune-hunters have sought for it bv digging beneath the 


rocks, hut with the usual results—their labor was lost. 

A. L. Harvey was also sheriff of Monroe County during the 
period of rim Civil War. and his two brothers. James A. and John 
S.. w ere each soldiers in the Confederate Armv. 

Mr. Harvey was a prominent and useful citizen, and one of 
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the history-makers of the county at its formation, and until the 
date of his death, and his sons and children are honest, local 


• t 


citizens. 


John E. Harvey has had some remarkable experiences. While 
a student at the Normal School, he was accidentally shot through 

- o 

the body by one of his schoolmates from his own county, Oscar 

♦ ■'* •» 

Roles. The wound was exceedingly serious, and it was a remark¬ 
able escape from death. While engaged in repairing his barn, in 
1905, he was struck by a piece, of timber and yerv dangerously 
wounded. His physicians were hopeless of his recovery, and di¬ 
rected that he be brought to the Hinton Hospital. He was un- 
able to be transported by any conveyance except by a skiff. He 
was placed in a skiff and started for Hinton after dark, a distance 
of twenty miles, and he was brought down the river all the way 
after night, lying in the bottom of the boat, one man rowing. 

^ ^ o 

He readied the hospital at eleven o’clock that same night, and 
thus his life was sa\ed. He was brought through the rapids at 
the mouth of Greenbrier, Bluestone and Warford, as well as other 
swift and dangerous places, and with, no moonlight. 


JAMES H. GEORGE. 

lames H. George, ex-sheriff of Summers County, and now 

*• o - 

president of the Bank of I’ineville and cashier of the Bank of 
Wyoming, was born at Green Sulphur Springs, on his fathers 
farm, on February 20, 18oS, on Lick Creek, then Greenbrier 
County. ( )n the 9th day of October. 1895. he married Miss Jes¬ 
sie G. Pollock, of Muddv Creek, in Greenbrier County. Having 

«■ 

been elected cashier of the Bank of Wyoming, he removed to 
Oceana, in that county, on the first day of February, 1903. He 
was educated in the common and private schools on Lick Creek, 
reared on his father's plantation, and engaged in teaching the free 
schools for one or two years. Fie is a son of Thomas Allen 
George, one of the most influential citizens of Green Sulphur Dis¬ 
trict. His mother was Mary Hinchman, of Monroe County, a 
daughter of William Ilinchman. and one of the descendants of 

(7 

William Hinchman, the English pioneer settler near Lowell, in 

this county. 

In 1896 Tames H. George was nominated by the Democratic 
party for sheriff of Summers County over ex-Sherift O. T. Kes- 
ler. one of the strongest men in the county. At the ensuing elec¬ 
tion in November, he, with his other Democratic associates, was 
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elected. his majority 

• » 

the office for four y 

being W. K. Xeelv. 

O «r 

During hi- term he 

of Summers Conn tv. 


being - votes. He filled the full term of 

ears, beginning January 1, 1897, his deputies 
Jr., John \Y. Wiseman and James 1). Bolton, 
was appointed a member of the Book Board 
which he resigned upon his removal to Wy¬ 


oming Con u tv. 

t # 

The wife of Mr. (leorge died on June 22. 1899. He is 

considered an excellent financier and business man, and has 
managed the affairs of the banks over which he has control and 
supervision with excellent Will and judgment. He is a member 

9 

of the Presbyterian Church, having united with that organization 
in his earlv vouth, and is a descendant of the Greenbrier Georges 
and Monroe Hinchmans. 


ENOS C. FLINT. 

I am imcufic iu give as full a hi-torv ot the honorable family 

of this name as desired, for want of full and complete information. 

There were two settlers by tlie name of Flint who located on 

Griffith's Creek, in Talcott District, many years ago. One, C. \. 

Flint, was the father of Enos C. Flint, and the other his brother. 

leremiah Flint, both of whom reared families. F A. Graham, of 
» * 

Hinton, having intermarried with the daughter of Terrv Flint. 

C. A. Flint was born in Monroe County, that part of which 
is now Summers, in 1843. 11 is wife was Elizabeth Ellis, of Grif¬ 

fith’s Creek, a daughter of Enos Ellis, and one of the verv first 

i ^ » 

settlers of that region of country. Thev left surviving them five 
children—Mary J., who married a Mr. Barnett, being the oldest. 
1-orn October 17, 1844;* Enos C.. born December 3. 1815: Xancv 

v ~ 

R., who married Matthew A. Withrow, of Lick Creek, born March 
29, 1848; Thomas G., a farmer, who resides on Griffith's Creek. 

born August 11, 1849; Melinda F., born Tanuarv 27, 1853. 

% — 

Enos C. Flint married Sarah A. Withrow, a daughter of Sam¬ 
uel FT. and.Amanda, of Lick Creek, on the 10th day of April. IS/3. 
Mrs. Flint was one of the old students of the old “Gum School.’ 
at which place she attended school in her youth, along with many 
other of the vouths of Green Sulphur District. Man\ of the pranks 
and game- and much of the fun of the youth of that region being 
acquired, as well as their education, at the old log temple ot learn¬ 
ing. situate under the old gum tree at the Lick'Cretk Ford, on the 
lower end of the SamuA Withrow ra'Tm. 

Enos C. Flint resides on the farm where he was horn. He ha- 
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been throughout his life one of the substantial citizens of that 


peace, 

duties 


community, and was elected to the office of justice of the 
which office he held for a term of four rears, fulfilling his 
to the entire satisfaction of his constituency. He has been nomi¬ 
nated frequently for other positions, all of which lie has refused 
to accept, except for a part of one term, tilling - the office as mem¬ 
ber of the Board of Education. He is a Democrat in his political 
faith, and a Missionary Baptist, as well as his wife, in his re- 
ligiotts belief, both being members of that church organization. 


C. A. Flint died April 3. 1902, his brother. Jerry Flint, dying 
some years previous, leaving a family, whose names I have not 
learned, one of his sons being Thomas Flint, now residing in 


North Alderson, and a citizen of excellent standing. 


na r,i- 

A. iilO V V- 


CLAYTON. 

vlCii>c.r> it> name Worn an incident uumnio maiiv 


years ago. before the railroad, the telegraph and the balloons had 
reached this portion of the Western wilderness. 


* r 


designated as the Mo*sy 


?. Richard Clayton 
was a resident of Cincinnati, Ohio, and in April. 183c, made a 
balloon ascension in that city, at 5 o'clock P. M., landing the next 
morning, at 2 o’clock A. M., in the top of a large tree on Stin¬ 
son’s Knob, the highest point of Keeney's Knob, or Keeney's 
Mountain, near the chalybeate sprim 
Spring, then Monroe County, now Summers County, being near 
the corner line of the three counties of Monroe. Summers and 
Greenbrier. Mr. Clayton had some ropes with him in his balloon, 
with which he lowered himself to the earth, landing in a com¬ 
plete wilderness. After .some search he found a dim path leading 
to some cabins two miles distant, in which resided Samuel and 
James Gill, whom he secured to look for his balloon, but they 
were not successful in their search at first. By their directions. 
Mr. Clayton found his way to the house of Mr. Jos. Graham, the 
father of David Graham, the historian of the Graham family. I he 

Gills, in the afternoon, found the balloon, and that night brought 

* * — 

it to Mr. Clayton at Joseph Graham’* house. This was on Hiurs- 


lav. 


On 


Fridav 


the two (Tills and two of Mr. Graham's sons. 


John, the surveyor, and James, the farmer, and Clayton, secured 
the bailor'll and brought it to the house. 

In those davs. aC Mr. Graham stated in his history, the militia 


was required to train twice a year, in April and ( )ctnber. 




1 C 


next dav following. Saturday', was a militia training day. and the 
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two Graham hoys, who were then young men, went to the drill 
for muster in the militia, and there spread the news of the won¬ 
derful event of the landing of the balloon on Keenev's Knob. 
2 he people doubted their veracity, as it was remarkably strange 
news for a man to come from Cincinnati in nine hours, a distance 

of 360 miles. 

Hiram Graham was secured by Mr. Clayton to convey him¬ 
self and the balloon to Charleston, then in Virginia, now West 

o 

Virginia, in Kanawha County, by wagon, which they proceeded 
to do on the following day, which was Sunday. On Sunday morn¬ 
ing tite cavalcade began its march, and the citizens and the peo¬ 
ple along the route put in their appearance, doubting the veracity 
of the story of this wonderful performance by the balloonist. The 
balloon was somewhat torn by the limbs; otherwise, it was un¬ 
injured. Mr. Clavton. with his wagon and balloon, returned to 

• m C* 

Cincinnati, crossing Keeney’s Knob, passing down Lick Creek, up 
Mill Creek, across To Smvell Mountain, War Ridge, to the old 
James River and Kanawha Turnpike; thence down the same to 
the mouth of Ganiev, and thence to Charleston, there loading his 
balloon and himself on a steamboat, and proceeding to Cincin¬ 
nati, there being no other means of transportation between these 
two points in those days. Hiram Graham was hired to haul the 
balloon to Charleston. 

The present postoffice of Clayton, when established a few years 
ago. was named after Richard Clayton, this balloonist, and from 
the incident herein recited. This postoffice is located on the site 
of the old Joseph Graham residence, now owned and occupied by 
Mr. David Graham Rallangee. the owner and a grandson of To- 

• ’ • o » 

sepb Graham, the present postmaster, and, in fact, the only post¬ 
master, who has ever filled that position at that piace. 


HON. A. N. CAMPBELL. 

The family of Campbell is a Monroe family, but there are 
descendants of the original ancestor, as well as numerous connec- 

O 

tions and relatives, within our territory, who have been identified 
with our historv from the beginning, including Andrew L. ( amp- 
bell, the present county surveyor, and Mrs. M. A. Manning, of 
Talcott. children of Isaac Campbell, who are descendants of the 
first settler in this country, Robert Campbell, who emigrated to 
America trom Armagh Countv. Ireland, locating in < Iretnbrier 
Countv, near the Riokawav Plains, which is now Monroe Countv. 
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Robert Campbell, the ancient ancestor of this family in America, 

A m • 

teas born in Armagh. Ireland, the same county from which the 
McCreery ancestors came, and was the son of Archie, who lived 
arid died in that country. Robert, after his location in the Pick- 
away country, married a Miss Jeffries, a Welsh lady, who came 
from Wales in her childhood with her father. Andrew Campbell, 
the son of Robert, and the great-grandson of Archie, and the 
father of the older generation of the Campbell family now inhabit¬ 
ing this county, married a Miss Hawkins, whose father was born 
in England. The Campbells are Scotch-Irish, the ancient ances¬ 
tors having emigrated from Scotland to Ireland, and from Ireland 
a later veneration emigrated to America, bv which reason thev 




are known as Scotch-Irish. Andrew Campbell lived to be eighty- 
five years old. He died on the old Campbell homestead near Pick¬ 
away. He left the following sons: Archibald. Echols, X-ewton. 
Bovd, Andrew, Xelson and Rev. lames Patrick, all of whom were 

noted for their handsome physical proportions being tall, stout, 
muscular and finely developed men. Hon. Andrew Xelson Camp¬ 
bell has been largely identified with affairs in Summers Countv 

« r 

from its formation. lie was one of the first lawyers admitted to 
practice at its bar. and has practiced his profession of law at 
intervals since that time therein. He was born on September 25, 
1842. In 1867 he married a Miss Leach, a member of the ancient 
family of Leach and one of the prominent •families of Monroe 
County, fie entered the Confederate Army first as a member of 
the Greenbrier Cavalry at the beginning of the Civil War. After 

• o o 

the expiration of one year that company disbanded. Captain Boh 
Moornaw being its captain, and for the remaining three years of 

the war he was a member of Bryan's Batterv, and was then and 

% •' 

has since been known as the “Big Sergeant." In 1S67 he graduated 

~ Ij 

from the law school of Washington College, now Washington 
and Lee University, at Lexington, Virginia, but was not admitted 
to practice his profession by reason of the infamous test-oath 
restrictions until 1870, and after the abolition of that infamous 
piece of restrictive legislation. In 1870 he was admitted to the 
practice, and formed a law partnership with the late Senator 
Frank Hereford, which continued for many years, after which, he 
continued to practice alone. In 1871 he was elected from Monroe 
to the House of Delegates of West Virginia, and served in the 
session of 1872-4. He served for a term as a member of the 
Regents of the West Virginia University. In 1888 he was elected 
judge of the Circuit Court of the Tenth Judicial Circuit, including 
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the counties oi Greenbrier, Monroe, Pocahontas, Summers and 
Fayette, which position lie held'for the term of eight years, and 
at the expiration of which he was renominated by his party for 
re-cicetion, but the district having- become Republican through 
the development of the coal regions and emigration, he was de¬ 
feated by a greatly reduced majority by the late Judge I. M. Mc- 
\\ horter. Since bis retirement from the bench he has practiced 
his profession, his entire time being engaged, however, in looking 


alter 


the legal affairs of the vast interest: 


Joseph 


L. 


of the late. Colonel 
Beury and the Deepwater Railway Company, now the 
Virginian. For the past five years he- has been counsel for that 
corporation, located at Beckley, and has been largely instrumental 
in securing the right of way for that great railroad now being con¬ 
structed for a considerable distance through Raleigh Countv. and 


was the leading attornev in a large number of litigated law suits 

• . O » o O 

concerning the right of way. and especially in the noted 4 *Jenney 
Gap case, in which instance the Deepwater Company bought and 
owned a tract of land on which the Jenney Gap is located. The 
C. & O. Railway Co. desired to extend its Piney Branch line through 
this gap into Wyoming County ; made its surveys, brought condem¬ 
nation proceedings and had its right of wav condemned. The 


commissioners reported a large amount of damages, approximating 
$25,000. The Deepwater made is survey through the same land 
and located its tunnel, and contested the right of the other company, 
which contest was sustained bv the court of last resort, and 
which held that the property could not he condemned, and that 
the Deepwater had the preference. The C. 5c (_). Railway Co. pro¬ 
ceeding on the theorv that the condemnation would be sustained, 
constructed its tunnel at a cost of probably $75,000. The case was 

i 

carried to the Supreme Court of Appeals, and the lower court 
reversed, the decision being in effect that the Deepwater held 

preference. It proceeded to oust the C. & (V, and took possession 

% 

of the tunnel which had been constructed, and is now operating 
same without compensation. Judge Campbell has recently retired 
as attorney for the Virginian Railway Company, and has retired 
from the practice of the profession, retaining only the winding up 
of his engagements with the Beurv estate. He is a man of great 
legal learning.* remarkable for his fine recollection and ahiiitv to 


SOS 


and established law . His great ability as 


r * 


cite the reported, ca 

an attorney has been recognized throughout this section of tb 
State, and he has been engaged in the trial of many contested 
controversies, especially in the counties of Monroe and Greenbrier 
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during the clays of his active practice, including the famous Jarrett 
and Perrv will cases. He is large in both bodv and mind, as well 
as heart, and one of the most genial men it has been our good 
fortune to know. He has been spoken of frequently for the Su¬ 
preme Court of the State, but he has never been a politician or 
an office seeker, though a pronounced and active Democrat, re- 
maining loval to his partv throughout all of its vicissitudes. In 

O I - * * 

religious matters he is a Presbyterian, being a member of that 
organization, as aie the Campbell generation, with the bare excep¬ 
tion. as we remember, of his brother, the Rev. J. P. Campbell, 
who was a minister in the Missionary Baptist Church. There is 
one son of Judge Campbell, Andrew, who is now a citizen of Sum¬ 
mers County, being an assistant in the Hinton Department Coitu 
pany stores. 

In retiring from the active practice of his profession, Judge 
Campbell does so with a handsome fortune. He has never resided 
in the towns. Early in life he acquired forty acres of the blue 
grass lands near Pickaway Plains, six miles from Union, the 
court} seat of Monroe County, where he has resided since, pre¬ 
ferring the countrv and agricultural surroundings and the domes- 

O •» c o 

ticity of the country. He was a brave soldier, a learned lawwer, 
a faithful friend and a loval citizen, and the most widely known 
Campbell in the State. The person and the reputation of “Nelse” 
Campbell is known in almost every hamlet throughout the State, 
and his reputation has gone beyond its confines as one of the ablest 
men that the State has produced. 


REV. J. P. CAMPBELL. 

Xo history of the city of Hinton or of Summers County would 
be complete without a mention of this most excellent citizen and 
minister of the gospel and his family. He was a son of Andrew" 
and Anna Campbell, born December 20. 1840, at Pickaway, Mon¬ 
roe Countv. Virginia: attended the neighborhood schools and two 
sessions of the Academy at Union, taught by the pioneer Presby¬ 
terian preacher, educator and missionary, the Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Houston and Hugh A. White. 

T1 e Civil War coming on when Mr. Campbell was little more 
than fourteen vears of age, he, with his brothers Arch and Hon. 

V % * 

A. Xelson Campbell, enlisted in the service of the Southern Con¬ 
federacy at the beginning of hostilities, his brother Arch being 
killed in the first battle of Manassas. 
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Mr. Campbell remained on his father’s farm, the larger part 
of the management of the same devolving upon him, and until he 
was seventeen years ol age, the time at which he enlisted in the 
Southern cause. He served the first year of the war in the position 
of adjutant of the Fourth Battalion of Virginia Infantrv, com¬ 


manded by Colonel S. M. Wallace. At the clo^e of the war lie 
returned to his father's farm in poor health, and, after remaining 
there a short time, again entered school at Union, in Monroe 
County, then taught by Rev. S. R. Houston, but on account of 
continued ill health, caused by exposure during his army service, 
he was forced to abandon school and devote himself to outdoor 
life, by reason of which his school life terminated, practically, with 
the beginning of the war. 

On the 9th dav of December, 1865. he united with the Sinks 

m 

Grove Baotist Church, being the first male member of his familv 

a 7 o 

of seven bov< to unite with anv church organization. On the 25th 
day of April, 1866, he was married to Louise F. Crews, daughter 
oi l nomas u. and Eveline Crews, of Monroe County. To this 
marriage live children have been born, four of whom are still 
living, his second daughter having died at the age of twentv-one 
years. 

Mr. Campbell received his license as a minister in the Mis¬ 


sionary Baptist Church from the 


s 


prtng 



Church, Monroe 


Countv, in Mav, 1S69, and was ordained as a minister in said 
church on November 20. 1870. The first sixteen years of his min¬ 
istry were spent in his native county of Monroe, serving faithfully 

V 1 - • r 

and to the satisfaction of his parishioners; the Red Sulphur Church 
for fourteen years; Sink’s Grove, his native home church, for ten 
years, and other churches for different periods, giving to each 
church one-fourth of HA time, and during which time two churches. 
Oak Grove and Ronceverte. were organized through his labors and 

influence. 

He was elected in 1887 to the position of superintendent of free 
schools of Monroe County, which position he held until 1881, teach¬ 
ing school one term. In November, 1886, he removed with his 


family to Concord, now Athens. Mercer Countv, in order to secure 

" * 

educational facilities and advantages for his growing familv of 

o o o * 

children at the Concord Normal School, at which place he resided 
twelve years, and during which time, through his instrumentality, 

O « * • 

the Missionary Baptist Church at Athens. Hill Top, in Summers 
County, and Glen Evnn. in Giles County. Virginia, were organ- 
ized, and for six years of this twelve years he gave one-fourth of 
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e 


his time to the Princeton Church, and for two vears he mad 

1 * 

monthly visits to the church at -Beckley, a distance of forty-five 
miles, which visits were made on horseback. During eight years 
of the same period he was a member of the executive committee 
nd treasurer of the Concord Normal School, and for four vears 


+ \ 


of his congregation and to the citizens 


held the office of postmaster at Athens under Cleveland’s second 
administration. He was also the pastor of the church on Green¬ 
brier River, near Foss. 

He was called to the pastorate of the First Baptist Church at 
Hinton, March 1, 1898. which position he retained for seven years 
and two months, resigning of his own accord and against the unani¬ 
mous desire of that congregation on Mav 1, 1905. His ministra- 

o o 

tions to the spiritual welfare 
of the city of Hinton were exceedingly profitable and gratifying 
to that community. 

He w r as an enterprising citizen, took great interest in public 

affairs, was liberal in his views, and accorded to others the hcedom 

✓ 

of thought to which all American citizens are entitled. He always 

o 

felt and took a lively and active interest in political matters, thor¬ 
oughly identifying himself with the Democratic party, but never 
becoming a politician in any sense of the word, but not ashamed 
of his political faith and doctrines at any time or at any place, 
adhering to the doctrine that it was the privilege and duty of a 
minister, as well as other citizens, to advocate the political doc¬ 
trines which he believed in himself and which he believed to be 
to the interest of the great mass of the common people of the laud. 

He was greatly admired and a very warm personal friend of 
the late H. W. Straley. the noted financier and philanthropist of 
Princeton, Mercer Countv. and was called to his funeral, v'hich 

4 

he attended, traveling *a distance of nearlv-fortv miles through in- 

O - o 

clement weather, to administer the last rites to his deceased friend. 

On account of his great popularity and the great confidence 
in which he is held and esteemed, manv demands have been made 
upon his physical, as well as mental, strength, to minister during 
the sickness and death of many of the citizens in different parts of 
this section of the State, all of which he has fulfilled, although at 
great sacrifice to his comfort. 

After the resignation of Afr. Campbell’s pastorate at Hinton, 
he spent three months as a supply for the Fifth Avenue Baptist 
Church at Huntington and Mason County, Kentucky, where he is 
at the time of this writing pleasantly located. 

Air. Campbell is a useful citizen to any community, and he has 
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spent the whole of his life to almost the present time in the coun¬ 
ties of Monroe, Mercer and Summers. Thirty-five rears of his life 
has been devoted to the ministry of the gospel. His great influence 
for the good will be felt for many generations, and we doubt if 
there has ever been a man in all this region of the State who is as 

o 

favorably known, or known in any wise, to as many people as is 
Mr. Campbell. \\ hen he left \\ est Virginia he had been in the 
active ministry for a longer period than any other man now ac¬ 
tively engaged in the ministry of the gospel in the southern part 
of the State, and, perhaps without exception, in the State. 

Cary C. Campbell, the youngest son of Rev. J. P. Campbell, is 
now a citizen of Bristol, Term., being engaged in the mercantile 
business at that point. He was educated at the Concord Normal 
School, and took a business course at Dunsmore Business College, 
in Staunton, Virginia, graduating in 1S ( >9. He then located at 


Hinton, becoming the stenographer for the writer during the cam¬ 
paign of 1900, when lie was chairman of the Democratic State 
Executive Committee. He was one of the most correct and efficient 
stenographers in the country, and a voting, manlv man of most 

C 1 4 r ^ O v 

excellent habits and of high moral character, being a man of ex- 

ceedinglv honorable and manlv instincts, hie has recently united 

with the church of his father's belief at Bristol. He is a .young 

man that will make his mark and a good citizen. 

o 

Mr. Campbell’s other son, James, married a daughter of Hon. 
J. A. Meadows, of Peterstown, and is a resident of and in business 
at Athens, West Virginia. One daughter. Gertrude, married 
Charles A. Settle, attorney at Fayetteville. West Virginia, who 


died a few y ears since. The other daughter, Hattie, married E-. B. 
Trent, an employee of the Chesapeake N Ohio Railway Company, 
and resides in Hinton, West Virginia. 

o 

Mr. Campbell believes in the true doctrine, and carries it into 
active practice—that the fact that a man is a minister of the gospel 
of Tesus Christ should not excuse him from the duties and obliga- 
tions of citizenship. He is a man of strong and clear personality, 
and his influence in anv community where he is known is bound 

mf * 

to be for the good and for the betterment of society in general. 
He has the moral convictions of a strong man and the manhood to 
expose them to the public gaze and to advocate them from the 
pulpit, as well as from hi> daily life, intercourse and associations. 

Tor instance, he is unalterably opposed to the liquor traffic in 
any' of its forms. This opposition is not negative, but affirmative.- 
and is shown by all his public utterances on all proper occasions. 
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1 here is no middle ground or shifting with him, but he makes his 

might from the shoulder; liberal, however. 


St 


arguments a fight 

O 

and extending to those who differ from him the same rights and 

privileges he claims for himself—not hide-bound, narrow or soured 

by prejudice, but broad, manly, honorable, eloquent and sincere. 

Those who know Mr. Campbell intimately are bound to admiie, 

love and appreciate him, however widely they may differ from 

him. Such a man will leave his impress for the better for endless 

*■ 

time. Since this sketch was written Mr. Campbell died, in 1907. 


WILLEY. 


There has been but one familv of this name among the earlv 

o # 

settlers of this region. Eber Willev was born Tulv 4, 1797, and 

O * w/ 

died February 7, 1870. He was married twice. His first wife was 
a Mis* Maddv, whom he married when twentv-four years of age. 


IT- . 1 

Xll^ 5CLUUU \V 


lie was Juda Symms. He was a native of Y'^rpopt. 
By his first marriage there was one son, Justus, born, who was a 
soldier in the war of 1812. Eber Willey removed from Vermont 
in his youth with his pirents to New York, and from thence to 
Greenville, in Monroe Countv then Virginia, when twentv-two 

v o • 

years of age. The founder of the Willey familv in this country 

^ O • r • 

was Eber Willey’s father, Ahijah Willey, who was a native of 
England, and emigrated from that country', hirst settling in Ver¬ 
mont, and later settling' in New York. He was a soldier in the 

% ”1 

American Revolution of 1776. and also a soldier in the war of 1812. 
His wife was Susan Grant, a relative of General U. S. Grant, the 
great soldier of the Union Army in tlie Civil War. The children 
of Eber Willey, the settler hi this country, who removed from 
Greenville to the old Willey farm on the Wolf Creek Mountain, 
between the mouth of Greenbrier River and Wolf Creek in i meen- 
brier District before the war, were Alma, Eber. Ahijah, Grant. 
John and Sira W. There was one daughter who married Samuel 
Henry Hartwell, a practicing physician living on the old Willey 
homestead. There vvas one other daughter. Susan, who married 
William S. Wvkel, and they lived on the Wolf Creek Mountain. 
She died-several vears ago. Alma and Eber Willev were both 
soldiers in the U. S. Army throughout the Civil War, and are now 
among the good citizens of che countv. Grant was educated at 

O * 

the Concord Normal School, became a merchant in Hinton and 

died in 1892, having married a daughter of Samuel Huffman. 

• ^ 

Ahijah is a farmer residing in Greenbrier District. John is a citi- 
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zen of Talcott District, postmaster at Talcott, proprietor of the 

Valiev View Hotel, which he built in that town, and a farmer. 

Hon. Sira \Y. Willey is the most prominent member of the 
Willey family in this country. He has been an active and promi¬ 
nent man in the attairs of the county since its formation, lie is 
a man of fine physique, a shrewd manipulator and politician and 
a man of character. In his vouneer da vs he was a constable of 
the county, a member of the Board of Education, Deputy l T . S. 
Marshal, notary public, chairman of the 



mean 



1 GO 


ce 


nomination for 5 


Committee of the county, and he was appointed postmaster under 
President McKinlev’s hrst administration, which he held through 
that term, then through Roosevelt's first administration, and is 
holding now for the third term of four years each, making a total 
of twelve years in that important office. He has held the office of 
L’nited States Commissioner under appointment from Judge John 
J. Jackson. Pie was at one time a candidate for the Republican 

Ldie Auditor, and was four times n candidate for 
the office of stienh of Summers County, as well as a candidate at 
one time for representative in the House of Delegates. He mar¬ 
ried Clara J. Milbnrn. daughter of Squire Henry Milburn, of Green¬ 
brier District, and has one child. Rosalia Mav. who married Dr. 

4 

Wykel, a practicing physician in the city of Hinton. Ele has held 
the position of deputy sheriff for one term of four years under 
M. Y. Caliowav, sheriff of Summers Countv. Pie is one of the 

• m' 

leaders of the Republican party in the State. It was over his sec¬ 
ond appointment as postmaster at Hinton that the factional troubles 
arose between the Willevs and the Graham adherents. His record 
as an official has been efficient and honorable, and it is largelv due 
to his enterprise, energy and judgment that the county now has a 
prospect of a government building in Hinton in the near future. 

Tuda Simms, the wife of Eber Willev, was a daughter of Robert 
Symms, of Norfolk. Virginia. The wife of Robert Simms was 
Sarah Paynter. and they were from Rockbridge County, Virginia, 
and relations of Anderson Pavnter and other Pavnters throughout 
Raleigh and Fayette Counties. She was a sister of John Simms, 
one of the oldest residents of the county, who died in 1 °07 at Bar¬ 
ger’s Springs, at the advanced age of eighty years, and whose son. 
Thomas, now lives at Greenbrier Springs: also of Allen Symms, 
another aged farmer of Monroe Countv, and of Garland Synmw. 
who was the father of James Symms. the enterprising citizen now 
residing at and owning the Lower Pack’s Ferry on the old Red 
Sulphur and, Raleigh Trunpike, and a part of the Rufus Pack farm. 
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He lias been for a number of years ferryman at the mouth of Green- 

m m 

brier, a road surveyor in Greenbrier District, and has held other 

7 r 

important positions. Ward Symms, of Junta, at the mouth of 
Indian, who now owns a part of the'howler plantation, and Jack- 
son Symms, of New River, are also sons of Garland Symms. Eber 
Willey, the founder of the family in this county, was a Union man 
and opposed to secession, Before the war he was a lieutenant of 
the organized soldiers in Monroe County, known as the Monroe 
Guards? the place of muster being at Centerville, except once in 
three months, when they were required to muster at the Union 
Court House. This company was organized by Jack Hinton, the 
father of Joseph Hinton, Silas, William and John, and of which 
he was the captain and Mr. Willey the first lieutenant. 

Captain Ahijah Willey, the founder of the Willey family in 
America, was a civil engineer by profession, a soldier in the Revo¬ 
lutionary War and a captain of an artillery company in the war 
of 1812 His con FKf'r Willey, the founder of the family in this 
county, was a soldier in the war of 1812, and was wounded at the 
battle of Plattsburg, being a member of the Twenty-ninth New 
York Infantry. Eber Willey, the second, was a member of Co. G 

mr 

of the Second West Virginia Cavalry in the Civil War. He wa> 
present when Robert Adkins was wounded. Ilis own gun being 
disabled and struck with a bullet at the same time, he replaced it 
bv taking the gun that fell from the hands of Adkins, who was 
disabled from further service. 

Alma Willey was a member of Co. F, Ninety-first Ohio Infantry. 
The other boys were not old enough to be in thexarmv. lustus 

♦ \_7 

Willev, the oldest of the sons of Eber Willey and the onlv son bv 

• # •/ » 

his first marriage, was % wounded in the battle of Chanultepec. in 
the Mexican War, from which wounds he died five years after¬ 
wards, being wounded in his thigh and on his head. 

Alma Willey resides in Forest Hill District, and is a farmer and 
miller. He and eight others, during the war, in the retreat from 
Lynchburg, went eight days without a meal, traveling from that 
place until thev got to Boyer’s Ferry in Fayette County, this being 
one of his experiences in war times. Eber Willey is a farmer in 
Greenbrier District. 

The Willeys in this county and the Willeys in Morgantown in 
Monongahela County are direct descendants from the same original 
ancestors. Waitman T. Willey, of Morgantown, was a celebrated 
lawyer in his dav. a U. S. Senator and largely instrumental in se- 
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curing the admission of West Virginia into the Ihiion as a State, 
and in securing the proclamation by and recognition of the State 
by President Lincoln. 

1 here were two brothers of Ahijah Willev that came across the 

- » 

ocean to this country at the same time and settled in this country. 

Eber V illey, the settler in this country, had four brothers, 
Ahijah, who settled in Michigan; Joseph and Seth both remaining 
in New York State. Joseph was a preacher. Benjamin located at 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio, and died there during the war from the fever 

j 

contracted in the army during the war. 

Jt will be noticed from the records of elections in Summers 
County that Hon. Sira W. Willey, in all his races for political 
offices, was on the side of the minority party, and that he ran 
ahead of his ticket on every occasion. Whenever the Democratic 
candidate knew that he had Mr. V‘illey for an opponent, he always 
knew that he had a tight on his hands, while the maiorifv against 


a r 

iUl. 


g -j ▼ • « * 

w me\ 


was always less than 100, ex 


s' 


i 1 


tVvO elections. 

Captain A. A. Miller defeated him by 121 majority, while the 
Democratic nominee for the same office two years before had won 
out bv 572 votes. In the race for sheriff between Willev and George, 

» * o 

the latter’s majority was only 128, Mr. George having on his ticket 
as deputies a man from each district. The deputies running with. 
Mr. Willey were Chapman Farley, of Pipestem, and Samuel P. 
Bragg, of Green Sulphur. 

Mr. Willey is the holder of the oldest title paper to real estate 
I have been able to find in this region. It is an original patent issued, 
by Thomas Jefferson, Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
bearing date on the 1st dav of January, 1781, and the fifth \ ear 




of that commonwealth. This patent was issued to Abraham Dick, 
assignee of John Robinson, the original founder of the Dick tarn- 

O *3 O 

ily in this country west of the Alleghenies, and was made by 
virtue of a survey made on the 6th day of May, 1772, and is tor 
sixty-five acres. A portion of this patent is printed, with the old 


English 


-ST 


which resembles the “1 




:> 


of the present day, and 


in which governor is spelled governour, and is signed Th. Jeffer¬ 
son, in his own handwriting. The written portion of the document 
is perfectly plain and is in elegant handwriting. All this territory 
was then in Botetourt Countv. 

John Willey is probably the most powerful man, physically, 
in the countv at thL time. All the Willevs of the county are men 

— mp mt 

of great physical strength. 
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WILLIAM R. THOMPSON. 

■ 

W illiam R. Thompson, the youngest son of Major Benjamin 
S. Thompson, came to Summers County, a youth of twenty years, 
immediately on its formation, and \\a> prominently identified with 
the destinies of the county for twenty years. lie came with his 
father and brothers, Cameron L. and j. Speed, studied law with 
the latter, with whom he formed a co-partnership for the practice 
of that profession under the firm name of Thompson U Thompson. 


which continued 


for several 


years. He taught school on the 


Swell Mountain at the John B. Walker place, and later a term 
in Hinton, studying law in the meantime. He was the first gradu¬ 
ate in law at the West Virginia University, taking the degree of 
LL.B. He practiced his profession in Summers and adjoining 
counties with his brother until iater. when that firm was dissolved, 
and a eo-partnershio with lames i\ Pack, a son of Josephus B. 
Pack, the first county clerk, was formed under the firm name of 
Thompson & Pack. This partnership continued for a few years, 
until Mr. Pack retired from the profession, when the co-partnership 
of Thompson & Lively was entered into. I Ion. Frank Lively bein 


C 


the junior member. This continued until after the removal oi 
Mr. Thompson to Huntington, in 1S (> 4. to which place he removed, 
seeking a wider and mote inviting field for his abilities. In 1880 




uni mers 


Mr. Thompson was elected prosecuting attorney of 

County, which position he held for four years, making a vigorous 

prosecutor. It was over his election that the celebrated contest 

of Fowler against Thompson was inaugurated. He was elected 

delegate from Summers Countv to the West Virginia Legislature 

# 

in 18‘>0, and was a prominent candidate for Speaker oi that body, 
but was defeated bv Hon. Lewis Bennett, of Lewis County. After 
his removal to Huntington, he formed a co-partnership with Hon. 
Z. T. Vinson, which continues to date. 

Mr. Thompson is one of the ablest and most widely known 
attorneys in the State, and has been retained and appeared in 
manv of the most noted and vigorously contested causes, either 
criminal, chancery or civil, in all Southern W est Virginia. He is 
one of the most eloquent advocates of the State, and has the repu¬ 
tation throughout the State of a chaste, eloquent, clean and at¬ 
tractive speaker. He is a careful lawyer, a close student and 
attentive to the interests of his client*. He has 
especially popular in the county among the people In general, a 


a 


ilwavs been 
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well as the members of the bar, bv reason of his courteous man¬ 
ner, broad mind and sincerity. He has been frequently a candi¬ 
date for the higher officesat one time for Attorney-General of 
the State, anti at the convention in 1904 for the Governorship, and 
whenever a candidate in the conventions of his party, the delegates 
from this county have at all times voted for him to a man, regard- 

* • "T 

less of the factional troubles which at one time rent the parte in 
twain. In 1904 the friends of Mr. Thompson insisted on using his 
name as a candidate for the Democratic nomination for Governor, 
and he went to the convention at Parkersburg with a greater 
following than any other candidate, but was defeated by a com¬ 
bination of circumstances for which he was in no wise responsible. 
He has always been a Democrat, standing by his party in defeat 
as well is in victory. During the second Cleveland administration 
he held the position of Assistant United States District Attorney 
for .the West Virginia District, with General C. C. Watts. Cleve¬ 
land's appointee, as Id S. District Attorney. 

While a resident of the countv he took an active interest i 
its advancement and development. 


n 


GRIMMETT. 

Joseph Grimmett, Sr., was a native of Franklin County, Vir¬ 
ginia. His father's name was Greenbcrry Grimmett, and emigrated 
to the territory of what is now Summers County when Joseph was 
eight vears old. 


I'he Grimmetts are of English descent. 


( ireen- 


berrv Grimmett died on Elk Knob, and was buried there. He 

lived to be *a verv old man. His wife’s name was Mihalv Stans- 

• 

ley. of Virginia. Joseph Grimmett lived to be a very old man. 

dying at the age of eighty-eight years. He married Mary Gill, and 

’lived all his life on Greenbrier River and its waters, raising a 

family of boys and girls, nine in all, four boys and live girls. The 

boys were John, Jordan, Peter M., and Joseph. The latter died 

in Illinois immediately after the Civil War. The daughters were 

Martha, who married “Squire" James E. Meadows; Sarah, who 

married Sam Henrv Fox, of Brooks; Amanda, who married lames 

• ** 

A. Fox, of Brooks; Nancy, who married J. M. Boone, who only 
lived thirtv da vs after their marriage; and Marv. who 

John M, Wvant. 

• ^ 

Joseph Grimmett was a man of tme natural sense; was one of 
the oldest and best remembered justices of the peace of Summers 
Countv. For several years prior to his death he became totally 


married 
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HUN. AVM R. THOMPSON. 

L;n;yfr. Orator and Legislator 
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blind, but retained his mental faculties until his death. He ac- 

# ♦ 

quiied a large and valuable estate for those times, and while he 
had considerable business in the courts, he always, even in his 
blindness, attended court and gave his matters his personal atten¬ 
tion. He was a justice of the peace elected in Monroe County 
before the formation of the county, and held the office for a full 
term. His dockets were kept in intelligent shape, and were models 
for our justices of a younger generation. He died in July, 1896. 
His wife died six years before. 

A, G. Meadows, who was mayor of Avis for three successive 
terms, is his grandson. James E. Meadows, the present mayor of 
Avis, and who was justice of the peace for four years before his 
election, was his son-in-law. Peter M. Grimmett married Miss 
Maggie J. Watterson. was one of the best educated school teachers 
of the countv at one time, a member of the P.oard of Examiners, 
and an intelligent citizen, died in March. 1887, aged thirtv-seven 


r-g 

J ~ 


Jordan Grimmett is a farmer residing on Wolf Creek, 


^ r» A 

• a 


married Rebecca Lowe, a daughter of Mathhew Lowe, and is the 
father of J. B. F. Grimmett, of the Hinton post office, and T. G. C. 
Grimmett, they being twin brothers: Miss Alice, who married 
James A. Symms. who now lives at Pack's Ferry, owning a part 
of the old Pack lands; Miss Lizzie, who married William Smith, 
now residing in FI niton, and Perry, a farmer, residing with his 
father on Wolf Creek. John M. Wyant married Mary Grimmett, 
and thev were the father and mother of one daughter, Cairv, who 
married R. R. Billingslev, a son of Samuel Billingslev. His first 
wife was Lucinda Xoble, a daughter of Wiley Xoble, of Forest 
Hill Fbstrict. There are thre£ grandchildren of Mr. Wvant living 


at this time—Texie Webb, Ollie Webb, who lives with her grand¬ 
father Wyant, and Harry Webb, who lives with Squire William 
C. Hedrick in Talcott District. 


MICHAEL HUTCHINSON. 

One of the oldest and most enterprising citizens the county 
has the honor of claiming* was he whose name heads this sketch. 


He was the son of Adam and Marv Hutchinson, who in the earlv 

»' mf 

davs settled on the ‘‘War Ridge" in Favette Countv, near the 

■r* r 

Summers line, on land patented by the Commonwealth of Vir¬ 
ginia to him. Adam Hutchinson was born February 22, 1796, 
and died March 27, 1881. Mary, his wife, was a Coffman, and 
was born September 26, 1796; died March 11, 1886, aged ninety 
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years. I hey were married on the 18th of February, 1816. They 
left three children. Janet, the daughter, married John Mognel, 
died without issue, leaying her husband, by her last will, her 
sole devisee and legatee. .Michael Hutchinson was born Decem¬ 


ber 24, 1821. and died July 21, 



O- 


Mary C., his wife, was Miss 


Brooks, born April 2. 1836. and died in 1868. They were married 
January 28, 18c6, residing all their life on Lick Creek and vicin¬ 
ity, and was one of the leading families of all that region. Mr. 

• o o 

Hutchinson was a man of small stature, a quiet, unassuming gen¬ 
tleman, determined and positive in his character and convictions. 
For many years he was one of the leading officers of the Presbv- 
terian Church, of which he and his wife were consistent members. 
He had no political ambition, and was never a candidate for office, 
and devoted his whole life to hm business ail airs and to his 
family. He. before the Civil War, purchased a water grist-mill 
at the forks of Mill Creek, where he rebuilt a modern, large, two- 

4 _> 

story frame grist-mill for the manufacture oi Hour, meal and feed, 
and which was the only mill for miles around, being the only 
turbine wheel in that section. He and fackson Smith were the 
hrst merchants at that place, constructing the old log storehouse 
which was used until recent years. Mr. Hutchinson entered into 

«r 

the mercantile business with Smith; later, with A. I'. Pence: 
later, with 1. W. Miller, his son-in-lav. Directly after the war 
there was no goods sold in that region; Dr. Samuel Williams 


C2 


hauled goods from Gauley Bridge, which he purchased from James 
H. Miller, and opened a store in the old log house, under the firm 
name of S. "Williams & Co. It was operated by his brothers-in- 
law, John A. and James W. Miller, sons of Ervin B. Miller. Later, 
the enterprise was moved to the old log house at Green Sulphur 
Springs, and A. P. Pence & Co., M. Hutchinson being the com¬ 
pany. began their business, which continued a number of years. 

The water of each branch of the creek was utilized by him by 
erecting a dam across each some distance up the >tream, and 
carrying the water bv race down to the mill, where it was brought 
together and formed into one forebay, where the turbine wheel 
was located. He erected here a fine frame residence, which took 
the place of the old log habitation. The old log residence and 
storehouse were among the earliest buildings of the county, Tack- 
son Smith and M. Hutchinson having built the storehouse before 
the war. Later, Smith sold out his interest to Hutchinson and 
went West. After the death of Hutchinson in 1866. the business 
was purchased by Samuel P. Bragg, bis son-in-law. who later 
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sold to \Y \\ c Gwinn, another son-in-law, who now conducts a 
# 

mercantile business therein. In the later years of his life Mr. 
Hutchinson abandoned active business, but was engaged in the 
lumber and other enterprises. His children were Ed., who mar¬ 
ried a Miss Surbangh, and was engaged in the stave manufac¬ 
turing business on Lick Creek, and was killed on the Thomas A. 

a stave block rolling from the montaiu and 


George place, by 
striking him unawares, killing him instantly. J. Ellen, the old¬ 
est daughter, married Tames \Y. Miller, the hotel man. and now 
resides in Hinton. Jennie Irene married A. E. Miller, general 
manager of the Xew River Grocery Co., and lives in Hinton ; Miss 

o - 

Eunice married Frank C. Cundifr, the railway locomotive en¬ 
gineer, and resides in Hinton : Miss E^ta married Samuel P. Bragg, 
the merchant,. and lives at Elton; A1 i ss Xora married \Y. \Y. 
Gwinn. the mtrehaut, and a.lso lives at Elton; Miss Lizzie mar¬ 
ried Theodore S. Webb, and removed to Colorado after his death, 
where she died recently. ]6hn A. Hutchinson married the other 
daughter. Miss Kitty, and they live at Alderson. 

Mr. Hutchinson, at his death, was one of the wealthy men of 

the count\. and left a considerable estate. Before he died he exe- 

•* 

cured his 1 *. 


1 -."t will and testament, by which he names James H. 
Miller ext cut or, and left Ids property practically equally to all 
his children. This will was probated, and ’is of record in the 

countv clmk’s office of this countv. 


FERRELL. 

fames Eeriell was one of the oldest settlers in this region of 

* o 

country. lie was born .near Forest Hill, then Monroe County, in 

1807. The family lived there until he was about giown. His 

father’s name was \\ illiam Ferrell. At the age of his majority 

he removed with hi> family to Coal River, but he returned alone 

* 

and determined to seek his permanent residence near Lowell, and 
hired himself to an old Dutch settler by the name of Conrad Kel¬ 
ler, who had settled near the present village of Lowell. Conrad 
Keller being the ancestor of the present Keller generation of Sum¬ 
mers County. 

James Ferrell, after working for Keller for some time, married 
one of his daughters, Elizabeth, in August, 1831. Soon after their 
marriage thev settled on what is known as the old Tames Ferrell 

o *» ** 

farm, on Greenbrier River, back of the Big Bend Tunnel, which is 
still owned by the two grandsons of James Ferrell, E. D. and 
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James \Y. Here James Ferrell began life in the woods, the farm 
being bought bv Conrad Keller and given to his daughter, Eliza- 

v o •> o o 

beth, the purchase being from a man by the name of Sawyers, 
fames Ferrell was the father of two sons, the elder dying in in- 

w - O 

fancy, and the second, D. K. Ferrell, lived to the age of twenty- 

seven years. He married Celia A. Meador, daughter of Hon. 

William Meador, of Bluestone. and to them were born three sons, 

the first being deadborn, and the other two. J. \\ . and E. D.. are 

# 

the representatives of the Ferrell family and live at the old an¬ 
cestral home. 

J. W. Ferrell, the elder, married a daughter of S. I\. Boude. who 
is a sister of our circuit clerk, Walter H. Boude, and E. D. 


Ferrell married a daughter of E G. Carden, late deputy sheriff, 
all of whom are still living, except the oldest, of J. \Y. Ferrell’s 
children, who died in infancy. 

James and Elizabeth Ferrell lived to a very old age, the latter 


living to the age of eigiiu-rive. and the former tho 


n rr 


^ t 




seventy-six. After the death of I). K. Ferrell, his widow married 
R. H. Shumate, a son of Anderson Shumate, of Giles County, Vir¬ 
ginia, and to them were born six children, all of whom are still 
living. One married \Y. F. Shumate, of Hinton, and another mar- 

ried lames E. Ford, of Hinton, and are now living in that citv. 

•* 

Two of the children are living in Giles County, Virginia. A. F. 
Shumate and Mrs. Loue H. Alvis; two reside in Lynchburg. Dr. 
C. R. Shumate and Mrs. Rosa L. Paris. Mrs. Celia A. Shumate, 
the widow of D. K. Ferrell, afterwards Shumate, died February, 
1888, and her husband. R. FL Shumate, in 18 l M. 

Messrs. [. \Y. and E. D. Ferrell, who reside on the old home¬ 
stead, are among the most enterprising and thrifty citizens of the 
county. The ferry, at* the place is known as F'errell’s Ferry. E. D. 
Ferrell was asssessor of Summers County for four years, begin¬ 
ning lanuarv 1, 1901, ending December 31, 1904, with John W. 


Jumpin 


his deputy. 


NATHANIEL ALLEN. 

One of the eldest and most respected of the early settlers of 

Summers County was Nathaniel Allen, who resided at the time of 

his death and tor manv vears before on top of the Big Bend Tun- 

^ •* 

nel. He was born in 1811, and died June 11. 1903. He was married 

when twenty-one years of age. He resided seven years at the place 
where he was born, then located on Big Bend Tunnel, near Green- 
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brier Spring's, where he resided until his death. He raised ei g!u 
children, Hon. A. A. Allen, who married Miss R. J. Wyant; 
Janies M., who resides near Forest Hill, and who married Miss 
Caroline Hutchinson; \V. S. Allen, who died in the government 
service of the Cnited States; John 1 i. Allen, who married Miss 
Susan Hedrick, and lives at Flat Top, in Mercer County; Miss 
Elizabeth, who married Deputy Sheriff William C. Hedrick; Miss 
Sallie. who married |ohn F. Lowe; Misses Susan and Mare F. 

♦ w 

died, unmarried. 

Mr. Allen was a very devout Methodist, and resided near the 
famous old Fisgah Church, and was one of the pillar; 


> i ) 


trial 


After tlw war a new frame church building w'as erected 


congregation. He attended the Methodist meetings far and near, 
and was individually delegated to represent his denomination in 
the church conferences. This old church building was originallv 

o 

built of logs as a Methodist Episcopal Church. After the seces¬ 
sion of the Southern church, the old building went to the >>V.rthrii> 

A va i i V i t » 

by the Methodist Episcopal Church South. This is one of the 
ancient gravevards of the countv, located at tin’s old church, which 

o 

is entirelv filled with graves. Air. Allen’s historv and life are 

r 1? 

indelibly linked with this organization. He was a quiet man. but 
upright in all the walks of life. 

His son, A. A. Allen, known as Archie, resides at the old 
homestead, and is one of the leading citizens of the countv, and 
is probably the oldest public school teacher in the countv. James 
Al. Allen, the land assessor, placed a re-valuation on all the real 
estate in Summers County for taxation purposes, being appointed 
by the (iovernor in 1889. His valuation seemed to have been en¬ 
tirely satisfactory, and there was less dissatisfaction from his 
judgment and decision than from any other assessment which 
has ever been made. This familv of Allens is of English de- 
scent, and there are a number of the vounger generation scattered 

•r • ’ O 

throughout this section, all of whom are good, law-abiding citizens. 
Fletcher Allen is a son of James M. Allen, residing in Forest Hill. 


KAYLOR AND HIX. 

■ 

fn the settlement of the territory of this country around New 
Richmond, there are a number of old families identified who have 


disappeared. 


ami 


we have nothing but tradition. Among them 


art* Mathias Kavlor, born February 10, 1748, in Cermanv; died at 

m * ~ 

the age of ninety vtars. He settled at the month of Farlev's Creek, 

•> * 
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opposite Xew Richmond, a little below. Katherine Kavlor, his 
wife, was born March 20. 1760. in Germany: married April 11. 
1780. There are a few descendants of these Kerman settlers vet 

in the county. 

Michael Kavlor. a son of Mathias, was born April 20, 1784. 
and married Christiana Adkins, born September 27. 1785. Michael 
Kavlor at one time owned 1.700 acres of land on the Hump Moun¬ 
tain. extending to Lick Creek. 

Susan and Love Kavlor were twin daughters of Michael Kav- 
lor, and were born August 30, 17SL Love Kavlor married John 
Iiix, and was the grandmother of Robert Hix, the present over¬ 
seer of the poor of Green Sulphur District. 

William Kavlor a descendant of the original Mathias Ka\lor, 
lived until he was killed, about two years ago, on the Hump Moun¬ 
tain, near Meadow Creek, when he was shot to death by one 

Bennett. He was tried in the Circuit Court of Summers Countv. 

iu the peniten- 


inn: 

A i 1 A V V 


> • * ^ ^ ^ ** i - r “ * * 1 O < - -V- ^ % 4 - - - - 

it % iv vvvi 'ji iiiaiiviidliw iuv 1 , 


a I 11 1 3 


tiary for the minimum term. 

John Hix, the original Hix ancestor of the honorable familv 

•» O - 

of that name, was a native of Monroe County, Virginia, now West 

Virginia, and settled at Green Sulphur Springs. He was killed 

bv a bull in 1807. near the residence of the Hon. 51. Gwinn. John 
•* • 

Hix, Jr., son of the John Hix above referred to. w r as born August. 

31. 1778, in Cumberland County, Virginia, and died on the farm 

on which Robert Hix now resides, near Xew Richmond. William 

and .Andrew' Hix were twin sons of John Hix. lr.. born lulv 27. 

•* « # • 

1823. Andrew' died in 1900. He was a brave Confederate soldier 
under AlcCausiand. William is still living, and is the father of 
Robert Hix. V illiawi Hix is one, it not the oldest, of the citizens 
now living in Green Sulphur District. 

He has a wonderful recollection of things which are apparently 
ancient to the vounger generation. He remembers distinctlv see- 
ing Indians, in his bovhood dav< from his father’s farm, on their 

O m m 

way to Washington City. He was then about fourteen years old. 

and it was about the vear 1837. The three brothers. John, William 

• ^ # 

and .-Andrew, each lived to be very old men. They were Demo¬ 
crats in politics before the war. and continued their affiliations 
with that party during their entire lives. William reside.-, with 
his only sort. Robert, who is one of the leading citizens of Green 
Sulphur District, one of the leaders of the Democratic party, 
member of the executive Committee, and a verv leva! citizen, but. 


not an office-seeker, never having been a candidate for anv office. 
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although he permitted the use of his name as deputy for Mr. 
O. T. Kesler. in his last race for the shrievaltv. 

In religious affairs Mr. Hix and all of the family are identified 
with the Missionary Baptist Church. Robert married a Miss 
Lusher, daughter of Thomas D. Lusher. 


following family: 


John Hix. Jr., left the 
Elizabeth, born October 13. 1804; Catherine, 
born November 07, 1806: Michael, born January 4, 180*0; John, 
born December 5, 1811; Adeline, born July 18, 1816. who married 

John Duncan, who lives at (ireen Sulphur Springs. W illiam and 

Andrew were twins, born [ulv 27, 1823. W illiam Hix married 

* •* 

Jane Kincaid. September 17. 1845, and the following children were 
born to them' Martha, born July 7, 1850. now deceased; Robert, 

-Edwards, 


born January 1, 1852; Susan, who married M.r.- 

born October 3. 1853: b-liri L.. born November 20. 18-56, now de¬ 
ceased ; Virginia, who married Robert Gu inn. born March 


3 , 


1861 ; Minerva Ella married Charles Withrow, and was born Au- 


riKt 3 IS*' 


) r ^ 


V ^ 


T V>of 11 ] 1 n rn t-Jjv Ai&A I ✓-*•-*** 2}) 



O—( 


Michael Hix, living on the Hump Mountain, a son of Michael, 
who died during the war, is also of this familv. He was a brave 

VA 7 * 

Confederate soldier and a good citizen, as was also Andrew Hix. 

o 

his uncle, who was severely wounded during the war. One of his 
daughters married George \V. Avres. lohn Hix lived on the 
Swell Mountain at a very high point, where, at one time, the 
lightning struck his barn, killing one son and severely wounding 

lohn Hix was a 


another. Marion, who now lives near Hinton, 
president of the Board of Education of Green Sulphur District, 
as was abo his son, James M. Hix, who now lives on Lick Creek— 
another of the soldiers of the Confederacy. 

No one by the namq of Hix was ever known to vote any ticket 
except the Democratic. Michael Hix. Sr., married Jeriah Dun 
can. who lived to be a very old lady, near Lick ('reek, adjoining 
the S. E. Taylor place. 


KELLER. 


Conrad Keller, the founder of the familv west of the Allegheny 


Mountains, w 


• 


11 > 


German. His son, Abram, went on further 


west and settled in (Gallia County. 6>hio. Two sons remained m 
the Lowell settlement, one raising a family in the old log farm¬ 
house near the nresent railwav station, his widow being 


T i M 

nsl\ 


Mil! mm. ami whose «oti, IKnrv Keller, resale? on the same tarm 

«* 

on Keller's Creek, where the sulphur spring is located, this spring 
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was discovered by Henry Keller and improved by him, and i> a 
verv strong sulphur water, hut we are unable to give the analvsK. 
A number of visitors have been entertained at the place, hut Mr. 
Keller, not being disposed to open up the place as a resort, it has 
not been largely patronized, (ieorge Keller, his uncle, lives on 
the opposite side of the creek a few hundred yards from Green¬ 
brier River on the other part of the old Keller plantation. Andrew 
Gwinn married a daughter of folly Keller, who was a very sturdy 
pioneer lady, and used her freedom of speech to her satisfaction 
on all occasions. One time she had had some talk about one of 
her neighbors, Henrv Gwinn, who brought an action for slander 
in the circuit court. She employed a lawver, came to court with 
her retainers and brought a large chest tilled with groceries atul 
food, which she had carried up to the court house, fully prepared 
to sustain her forces during the litigation. The lawvers inter- 

o O 

vetted, and the troubles were settled, however, in her favor, in a 
trial beiore the court. She was a ladv of strong ptnnoer, and on 
one occasion, when the railroad company was trespassing on what 
she conceited to he her domain and invading her rights, she 


secured her old mountain ride, went out to the laud lines, remain¬ 
ing however, on her own side of the fence, took steady aim and 
ordered the railway forces to clear out. all of whom took to the 
woods at a long run. and the boss landed at the court house, de¬ 
manding a warrant, but wa> persuaded out oi the notion. She was 

known to be thriftv and alwavs had considerable monev. several 

♦ ** ^ 

hundred dollars of which was stolen from her house where she 
had it concealed. Her husband died many years before she did. 
after which she took charge of all the affairs, managed the farm. 

fed her stock and did a man’s work. She was woman of strong. 

* * 

but generous character, and with womanlv virtue and instincts. 
She was a sister of the late Henry Milburn. and was raised on 
Greenbrier River. The onlv ancestors of this old generation of 
settlers still residing in the countv bv the name of Keller is the 
venerable George Keller, his son. the Rev. W allace Keller, and 
hi s grandson, the store manager for folmson. Miller & Co. at Low- 
ell. Hi s daughter Sally lives at Pence Springs having married 
Sheriff O. 1\ Kesler. George Keller married a daughter of Jessie 

Beard. Miss Madnra. There was a Keller settlement on Svmms' 

* 

Creek, in Galia County, Ohio. 

The original settler in this countrv was Conrad Keller, who 

• ’ r 

came from Germanv and settled in the \ alley of Virginia. Tim re 
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lie raised a family, among which there were three boys. One set- 

% 

tied in 1 ’ennsvlvania; one removed to Indiana, and another. Con- 
rad, settled at Lowed, and his son, Abram Keller, married Susanna 
Xewsome. a French woman and sister to General Xewsome, of 
Gallipolis. Ohio. Abram Keller, who settled in Gallia County. 
Ohio, raised fourteen children. One of his son's name was George, 
who was born before he settled in Ohio: the others were born 
afterward. The removal to Ohio took place about the year 1817. 
Xewsome is an old name up in the Lick Creek settlement. The 
place now owned by Harrison Gwinn on the mountain between 
Lick Creek and Duncan's Creek is known as the Xewsome place. 


J. E. C. L. HATCHER. 
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iunc, 1843, in 


Jumping Brancn District, Summers Count)', west Virginia. He 

is a man of original native abilitv. although he claims to have 

• ^ ^ ^ 

had no education except what lie secured through his own efforts. 
He was a son of Edmund Hatcher, who was one of the early 


settlers of that region, and who removed to that place from Frank¬ 
lin Countv, Virginia. 

John Edward Charles Lewis, the subject of this sketch, came 
with his parents to what is now Summers County when a boy. 
He was a brave Confederate soldier, lighting four years through 
the Civil War, and since that conflict has been a member of the 
Republican partv and a leader in its councils, independent, how¬ 
ever, and voting for those whom he believes will gi\ e the people 
the best administration* in local governmental affairs. 

In 19(30 he was a candidate for the nomination of justice of the 
peace, but was defeated in the convention. He promptly went 
to work and got out petitions by his neighbors, by which means 
he secured his name to he placed on the ticket, and was voted for 
at the election in the fall, and. to the surprise of every one, was 
elected bv a good, creditable majority, and held the office for four 
vears, and has ever since been known as “Squire Hatcher. He 
was a oreat debater, going to the school houses where the boys 

i i ^ 

held debates and joining with them, and was quite entertaining. 
He engaged in the manufacture of brandv for a number of years 
after the war, taking out. however. Government license. He D an 
honest, loyal and patriotic citizen. 
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THOMPSON. 

\\ ith the formation of the county, the building of the C. <S: O. 
Railway and the developments following - , there came within its 
borders many new citizens, some from adjacent counties and the 
immediate section, some from other States, and some from other 
parts of our own State. Among the latter was Major Benjamin 
S. Thompson, a native of Kanawha County, but who settled among 
us directly from Kentucky, where he had sought a new home after 

the devastations of the Civil W ar. He with his sons, Honorables 

■» 

Cameron Lewis Thompson and Win. Roote Thompson, located in 
Hinton in 1874, engaging in general business pursuits, Hon. C. L. 
Thompson in the publication of the “Mountain Herald.” and Hon. 
Win. R. in the practice of the law with his brother, J. S. Thomp¬ 
son, who also settled in the county about thp same time, and who 


was assistant prosecuting attorney to m . t t. kuu, aim one oi tne 
first lawyers to locate in the county. 

Major Benjamin Stanton Thompson was born at Coal’s Month 
(now St. Albans), Kanawha Countv, Virginia, March 26, ISIS. 


His parents were Hon. Philip Rootes Thompson and Elizabeth, his 
wife, whose maiden name was Slaughter, she being' the daughter 

iN O O 

of Robert Slaughter, of “The Grange,” Culpeper County, Virginia. 

Major Thompson received his education from tutors in bis 
father's family, and at William and Mary College, Williamsburg, 
Virginia. He studied law, and it was his purpose to make it his 
profession : but his father died after a few days’ illness, and this 
event changed the course of Major Thompson’s life. He inherited 
the home place. “Muccomore Castle,” and became a farmer, which 
occupation he continued in until 1861, when the Civil War came 
on and he joined the Confederate Army, and was made captain 
and ^quartermaster of the 26th Virginia Regiment, Infantry. Col¬ 
onel John McCausland. He continued with his regiment until after 
the surrender of Fort Donelson, but when the regiment was or¬ 
dered back to Virginia, he was ordered to remain and report to 

O ' 1 

General S. M. Barton, commanding a brigade in the Division of 
Major General Carter L. Stevenson, and later was commissioned 
a major. Major Thompson remained in the army until after the 
surrender of Lee at Appomattox. 

In the summer of 1S65 he returned to Coal’s Mouth, Kanawha 
ountv, and lived there until 1867, when he moved to Kentucky 


r 


and engaged in merchandising. 

o o ^ 
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In 1874 he returned to West Virginia, and took up his resi¬ 
dence at Hinton, Summers County, where he resided until 1898, 
when he moved to Huntington, West Virginia, where he now lives 

- O 

at the ripe old age of eighty-eight years. He was postmaster at 

Hinton during the first administration of Cleveland, and filled the 

^ * 

office to the satisfaction of the people and the Government. He 
also filled the office of mayor of the city of Axis after the expira¬ 
tion of lii> term as postmaster of-Hinton, and was the mayor at 
the date of the consolidation of the towns of Old Hinton and Hin¬ 
ton by Special Act of the Legislature in 1897. 

He was also candidate for clerk of the countv court against 

* o 

E. H. Peck in his first race in 1876. Major Thompson is a true 
type of the old loyal Virginia gentleman, fast disappearing from 
the land. His wife is a direct descendant of the famous generals, 
Charles and Andrew Lewis, and is now eightv-seven vears of age; 

•C 1 ^ ^ " 


and both of these Old neonle aided. Inroelv in tonndincr count'". 

x i O ^ O ^ v * 

Thcv are now iesidiiii; in Huntington, suuuuiiucu in men cmi- 
dren, enjoying the evening of useful lixes well spent. They are 
still active in their enjoyment. 


CAMERON LEWIS THOMPSON. 

Cameron Lewis Thompson was born at Coal’s Mouth (now St. 
AlbansT Kanawha Countv. Virginia, and was the eldest child of 
Major Ilenj. S. Thompson. He was educated in the public schools 
and at the Lewisburg Academv, Greenbrier Countv, Virginia. 

At the age of eighteen he joined the Kanawha Riflemen. Con¬ 
federate Army, April 17, 1861, which company was one of the ten 
companies forming the 3 2d Virginia Infantry, Confederate Army. 
At the close of the war he was a captain, serving on the statt of 

General Wm. Terrx* Pickett’s Division, C. S. A. He was cap- 
tured at Appomattox C. H., April 9, 186a, and paroled in May. 
lSto. and went to Cincinnati. ()hio. and worked in a hardware 
store at S35.00 per month, and paid S30.00 per month board, hie 
lived in Cincinnati four years, and afterwards moved to Mayfield, 
I\v.. where he engaged in merchandising until compelled by ill- 
health to move to a higher climate. He came to Hinton, Sum- 

A M 

mers Countv, W est Virginia, February 1, 1873. It was his inten- 

r ' ^ 

tion to make the law his profession, but in December, 1873, at the 
request of the Hon. frank Hereford, and other influential men oi 
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tlie Democratic partv, he was induced to start a weekly news- 
paper at Hinton, and before the first of June. 1874, the "Mountain 
Herald” made its appearance as a weekly' Democratic newspaper. 
It was not Mr. Thompson's intention to continue in the active 
management of the paper longer than 



to find a compe¬ 
tent man for the work, but circumstances ruled otherwise, and he 
continued to publish the paper until September, 1885, when he 
sold the "Mountain Herald” to Major E. A. Bennett, and pur¬ 
chased the Huntington "Advertiser,” and continued in control of 
that paper until 1862. 

In 1888 he took up his residence in Huntington, W est Virginia, 
and has made his home there ever since. Mr. Thompson was one 
of the pioneers of the city of Hinton, and labored earnestly for its 
growth and development. In looking over the old files of his pa¬ 
per. the "Mountain Herald,” we are forcibly reminded of his loy- 
altv to his town bv article after article editorially hrincring to tl ie 

•- — • o o 

attention of the public the advantage u, in\cstOi=» ami sculcis io 
he derived bv locating in the new and growing citv of the moan- 
tains, giving the city and the people the benefit of a fine advertis¬ 
ing of inestimable value .to anv community. 


He also took an active interest in politics, being a staunch sup¬ 
porter of the Democratic faith, the editorials of his paper being 

■ 

strong and clear cut. That paper, while under his editorial con¬ 
trol, was ably conducted, and was one of the cleanest papers ever 
printed in our State. We are under obligations to Mr. Thompson 
for the use of the files of this paper during the time of his publica¬ 
tion, which have been of much use to us in the chronicling of tlie 
events during the vears of its publication. 

•w L 

Mr. Thompson was .in the seventies a candidate for the nomi¬ 
nation for State Senate on the Democratic ticket, and later for 
State Auditor, hut the combinations against him were more than 

4 » 

he could overcome. In IS'P he was appointed to a position in the 
office of Hon. I. Y. Johnson, Auditor, which was one of the most 
lucrative in the State. Since the expiration of his term he has 
made his home in the citv of Huntington, where he has met with 

_ 4 * 

great business success, and is now one of the wealthy men ot that 
city. 

During Ids residence in Hinton Mr. Thompson owned and re- 

A ^ X 

sided on the brow of the hill overlooking Avis, where Dwight 
Tames now resides, and the new high school is being built. 
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JOSEPH A. PARKER. 

Joseph Alexander Parker was horn in Monroe Comity in 1863, 
the same rear the State of West Virginia was formed, and. as the 


Colonel suggests, "two great events in the same year.” At the 

4 ^« o 

age of five years he, with five other small children, was left an 
orphan, depending on the care of a widowed mother, and their pri¬ 
vations were manv. He walked four miles to the country schools, 

- * * 

from which he received a fair common school education. 

The first position he ever had was with C. C. & L. A. Xickell, 
at Xickell's Mills, in Monroe County, as a laborer in a dour and 
grist mill, at five dollars per month, and boarded at home, walking 
six miles each day to and from his place of employment, begin¬ 
ning work at seven o'clock. From this job lie saved enough monev 
to pay his tuition at a business school then being taught bv P>. F. 
Humphries, at Xickell’s Mills. P>v working at night—sometimes 
all night—and on Saturdays driving teams to the railway at Ron- 
ceverte and Fort Springs, he paid for his hoard and school sup¬ 
plies, until he graduated, receiving from this school his diploma. 


He then struck out in the world for “fortune and fame.” being 
recommended to John Cooper, the Hinton merchant, by his former 
employer. He came to that city, then only a good-sized village, 
the 30th of May, 1883. then having a capital of S3.50 cash. ( >n 
June 1st. the following day. he began work with Cooper X Ad¬ 
ams (Adams being the later W. \V. Adams, attorney, of Hinton), 
at S8.00 per month and hoard. He continued in this employment 
eight months, and he then accepted a position with E. H. Peck in 
the county clerk's office, as deputy. We next find him clerking 
in a dry goods store for Jake A. Rifife, on the opposite side of the 
street from where Colonel Parker’s big stores are now located. 

Col. Parker began business on his own account in August. 1884, 
w ith a capital of S300.00, and with many obstacles in his way. and 
with much opposition: hut lie has succeeded beyond his own ex¬ 
pectations, and is now one of the leading business men of the 
county, being engaged in various enterprises, and, his success in 
his chosen course demonstrates the fact that the road to opulence 
is open to all. 

He built and operated the first successful opera house in tlu* 
countv. reiving entirely on his own judgment, and is now enlarg- 
ing and modernizing the building into one of the best in the State. 



























648 


HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


He is a large dealer in and owner of real estate in the citv of 
Hinton, owning two hotels, a saloon, a grocerv store and a cloth- 
ing and general store. is a director in the National Hank of Sum¬ 
mers, and connected with various other business enterprises. 
He ha< a great deal to do with the improvements of the town, but 
generally looks after the interest of Mr. Parker first. He believes 
greatly in the philosophical proposition that “lie that tooteth not 
his own horn, the .same shall not be tooted." His business iudg- 
ment has from his success been demonstrated to be of the first 
order. In politics he adheres to the Democracy. He is now one 
of the wealthiest men in Hinton and the largest real estate owner. 


Colonel Parker’s Military Record. 

He enlisted as a private, March 23. 1887, in Company “D." 2d 
Regiment, Infantry, when Jas. IT. Miller was captain, afterwards 
lieutenant colonel. He v v a - corporal. 1888-90, and sergeant. 1893. 

He attended the W ashington Centennial in New York Citv, with 

<' • 

Captain Albert Sidney Johnston, of the Union and Hinton com¬ 
panies He attended the unveiling of the Lee Monument in Rich¬ 
mond as first sergeant. Company D. He was promoted to captain 
of bis old company, October 34. 1890: major of the 2d Regiment. 
May 33, IS'V; lieutenant colonel. September 9, 1890. and colonel. 
September 9, 18°8. He. with Companies D, Id and P, of tlm 3d 
Battalion, was the first to reach the place of rendezvous at Kana¬ 
wha City, in 1808, when the call was made for voluntcres in the 
Spanish-American b ar. ITe volunteered his services on the con¬ 
dition that he receive one of the battalions, he being in command 
of the 1st and 2d Regiments. When the regiment was made no 

n a. 

he could only get a captaincy, and. being of hear y weight, could 
not endure the walking; therefore, he did not leave with the vol¬ 
unteers. but was ordered to take command of the National Guards 
of the 2d Regiment. 

These promotions were made on examinations before a regular 
board appointed by the adjutant general, and on merit only, 
onel Parker lias the distinction of holding the only two practice 
marches bv battalions ever held in W est Virginia —first from Pnr- 


Col- 


kersbnrg. West Virginia, to Elizabeth, twentv-seven miles from 

• ^ ' r 

Parkersburg, in July. 1899; and from Charleston to near Belnre. 
O.. twenty-three miles from Charleston, spending six days at each 
camp. He also held the on.lv regimental encampment ever held 
in the State, at Charleston. West Virginia, in August. 1900. 
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Having served over twelve years in the National Guard, being 
a man of larere business interests, he resigned and retired from the 
active service, and was placed on the retired or superannuated list, 
still at this date holding his rank and commission, bill not in 
active command. 

On September 1. 1900, he sailed from New York City for Paris, 

France, and attended the International Exposition held in that city 

in 1900. making both trips across the sea as “Chairman on Enter- 

1 • 

tainment" by unanimous election of the passengers. He has vis¬ 
ited all the expositions on this continent, and has been an ex¬ 
tensive traveler, seeking information by travel of the affairs of the 
world in general. He was at the World's Eair in Chicago in 1893; 

Paris, France. 1900; Buffalo, X. Y., 1901; St. Louis, Mo.. 1905. 

He was the owner of the ()pera House in Hinton at the time 
of the disaster on julv 4, 1894. out of which has grown numerous 


actions at law, and from which has grown quite bitter controver¬ 
sies, legal and personal, with a number of the legal fraternity and 
others, the Fletcher case being one of the most famous of many 
litigated cases of the records, and an account of which is given 
more in detail. His experience in the courts has been varied, with 
the scales balancing from one side to the other, f requently the 
Colonel acts a? his own counsel, with the usual results, that it gets 

* r> 

him in deeper for more costs and greater trouble to get extricated. 

Colonel Parker has never been a politician, but was the nomi¬ 
nee of his party in 1894, but was defeated in the landslide in which 
the entire Democratic ticket went down. 


% C. L. PARKER. 

« 

C. L. Parker is a brother of Colonel J. A., also a native of 
Monroe Countv. becoming a citizen of this countv earlv in the 
eighties. In 1892 he was elected constable for (Ireenbrier District, 
holding that position to the general satisfaction of the people, and 
so well that at the expiration of his term of four years he was 
again elected as justice of the peace for his district, being tlie 
nominee of his party, at which the election took place, and is now 
serving his second term of four vears. He has made a faithful and 
enterprising official, conscientious and scrupulous, having been re¬ 
versed but a few times, and his judgments have uniformly been 
affirmed by the higher courts. He has also been elected a member 
of the city council, which position he now fills, and is the best 
street commissioner the city ever had. 
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He 


married 


Mi 




Ltulie MeVev. a daughter of Rev. G. \V. 


McVev, and is one of the enterprising citizens of the city of 
Hinton. 


GOOCH. 

One of the tirst settlers and pioneers of Hinton was Dr. Ben¬ 
iamin Porter Gooch. \Ye think he was the first. He was the tirst 
physician who located or practiced medicine in the town and 
mountainous country surrounding. He was a native of Charlottes- 
ville, in Albemarle County. Virginia, and the son of Hon. Alonzo 
and Mary J. Gooch, born on the 14th day of Jul\, 1843. 

In 1857 his father emigrated from Virginia to Princeton, in 


Mercer County, and engaged in farming and in the practice of the 
law. While a bov Dr. Gooch matriculated at Allegheny College, 

- O - O 

and located at Blue Sulphur Springs, in Greenbrier County, then 
Virginia—a college then established, where many of the after- 
celebrated historv-maWi> and statesmen of the State were edu¬ 
cated, including Horn A. X. Campbell. Governor Henry Mason 
Mathews, Rev. Dr. G. W. Garter, and others. Dr. Gooch's edu¬ 
cation was interrupted by the declaration of hostilities between 
the States in 1861, and he enlisted in the Confederate Army when 
a boy of seventeen years of age, in Company “A,” 17th Virginia 
Cavalrv, commanded bv Colonel Henderson French. At the Bat- 
tie of Dewisburg. Mav 11 . I8<>2, he was dangerously wounded bv 
a ball passing through his face, and later he received four other 
severe wounds. In 1863 he was promoted to sergeant major of 
his regiment, in August, 187)4. after being wounded, he was cap¬ 
tured at the Battle of Moorefielcl. in Hardv County, and trans¬ 


ported to Camp Chase, ( )hio, where he remained a prisoner of 
war until March, 1865. ‘ After his discharge from prison he re¬ 
turned to his home in Mercer County, with no property only an 
honorable and manly record. 

( )n the close of the war he began the studv of medicine with 

i ^ m 

Dr. Isaiah Bee, the famous war surgeon, at Princeton, Mercer 
Countv, after which he attended the Virginia Medical College, at 
Richmond, \ a., from which he graduated in 1870. One of his 

professors was the celebrated surgeon. Dr. Hunter McGuire. He 

the profession at Rig Bend Tunnel soon 
after his graduation in 1871, which was then in course of construe- 
tion b\ the C. & O. R. R„ and from thence came to Hinton, when 
the town consisted of one log' house, and the population of one 
lone family, he being the iirst .settler of the citv. 


began the practice of 
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On the 22d dav of 21 av, 1879, he was married to Mrs. Ellen 
Adair Waldo, daughter of James Adair, of Giles County, Virginia, 
and widow of Captain Thomas 1‘. Waldo, of Company “C/' 17th 
Virginia Cavalry. Immediately after his marriage he permanently 

located in Hinton, then a town only in name. 

* • 

Dr. Gooch practiced his profession actively and energetically 
as long as his health permitted. In politics he was an earnest 
Democrat. In 1876 he was elected to the House of Delegates, 
and re-elected again in 1878, serving two full terms, and was an 
able, active and zealous officer, loyal to the people and faithful to 
his countv and constituents. 

In 1869 he professed religion under the ministry of Rev. How¬ 
ard, the famous evangelist, and was baptized by immersion by the 
Rev. Dr. Follansbee, of the 21. E. Church South, of which de¬ 
nomination he became a member, and of which he remained a 
consistent one until his death, which occurred February 12, 1892. 
He was a Mason, one of the charter members of Whitcomb Lodge, 
No. 62, now Hinton Lodge, No. 12. and was buried with 2Iasonic 

• o 

honors at his father’s residence near Princeton. He was survived 
by his wife and two sons. The latter both followed in the loot- 
steps of th r ir father, studied medicine, and became physicians and 
surgeons «»f note—J. Adair Gooch, the older, the first child born 
in Hinton or Avis, and Carlos A., the younger. 

Dr. (Tk .1i was a man of strong personality, and a useful man 
in the comm unitv which he aided to found—void of deceit, and de- 
spised hypocrisy. He stood by his friends, and his enemies knew 
where to find him. He w*as a friend of the poor, and there are 
few persons who had occasion to command his services who do 
not remember his leniency and kindness of heart. His practice 
extended for miles bach from the river. All public enterprises re¬ 
ceived aid and encouragement from him. 

Some years before bis death he and Dr. John G. 21anscr formed 
a copartnership, and practiced their profession together under the 
firm name of 2Ianser X Gooch. 

The wife of Dr. Gooch still survives him, and is noted for her 
earnest church and charitable works. She was one of the founders 
of the 21issionary Baptist Church at Hinton, and was one of the 
charter members of that society, with Rev. Martin Bibb for pas¬ 
tor. It was through the efforts of this little hand of Christians 
that the first church edifice was erected in Hinton, which is now 
known as the First Baptist Church of Hinton. 

The two sons of Dr. Gooch both graduated in medicine at the 
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2Icuical University of Louisville, after having taken a general 
course at the State Normal School at Athens. J. Adair was for 
some time a partner with Dr. Palmer, one of the professors at 
Louisville. Later he returned to Hinton, and located finally at 
Beckley, when he married in 1890, at which place he died on the 
19tn dav of Line, 1900, from paralysis, leaving a widow surviving 
him, but no children. His remains were buried at Hinton, with 
Masonic honors. 

Dr. Carlos A. Gooch married aiid located at Oak Hill. \Y. Ya., 
in Fayette County, where he is engaged in the successful practice 
of his profession, being a physician of fine attainments and a gen¬ 
tleman of character. 

This family of Goodies are direct descendants of the Governor 
of Virginia of that name, and the people of that name have been 
makers of historv of the old Commonwealth as well as of the new 


one. 


CAMP.RET T. 


A. L. Campbell, the present and third surveyor of the county, 
resides on a farm on Greenbrier River, inherited by him from his 
father, Clemens J. Campbell, of (lap Mills, Monroe County, who 
was born near Red Sulohur Springs, Mav 3, 1821, and married 10 

i V. » 

Elizabeth Gwinn, near Lowell, January 18. 1848, and to whom 

♦ 

there were born ten children, as follows: Elizabeth Marv R., 

• 7 * 

who married the late M. A. Manning, of Talcott; Charles C., Sa¬ 
rah E.. Elizabeth G., Lewis R., John C., Andrew L. and Wilber G. 

His father was a farmer and stock man, and the owner of consid¬ 
erable property. He died January 17, 1873, and his wife died De¬ 
cember 8. 1880. 

Andrew L. CampbeH was born February 10. 1865, near i lap 
Mills, in Monroe County, and moved to Summers County on Sep¬ 
tember 17, 1886. and married at Barger’s Springs. Mav 25. 1887, 
to Miss Eliza McKendree W ebb, to whom have been born ten 


children, as follows: Carrie L., born 2lav 19, 


D 



(AC 


; Isaac. Sep¬ 


tember 9, 1889: Calvin I., 2farch 23. 1891: Ethel E.. August 18, 

Jennings Bryan, June 10, 1895; W illiam P., November 19. 
Howard 21., December 27. 



Mvrian A., December 8 


1803 
1887 
1902 
1905. 

He was the nominee of the Democratic party for county sur¬ 
veyor in 1896. and again 1900 and 1904. and is now serving his 


and Adrian Bernice and Charles Basil, twins, February 24, 


third term, and is an efficient and reliable officer, having the full 
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confidence 


of the people, being' nominated 


ach time without co¬ 


ot Virginia. The branch running through the 




position. His predecessors have been John 15. Harvey, who served 
two terms and declined a further nomination, and the other, the 
late Michael Smith, was the first surveyor elected in the count}', 
but was defeated for the nomination in 1888 bv Mr. Ilarvev, hav- 
ing held the place since 187-1—sixteen years. Joseph Keaton was 
appointed on the formation of the county, and held until the first 
general election. 

o 

The farm of 350 acres now owned by Mr. Campbell, and on 
which he resides, is known as the Caruthers farm, and was pat¬ 
ented bv the State of \ irgmia, bv grant to Mathias Kcssinger, on 

» C - r O o 

the 8th day of August, 1789, bv Governor lames Wood, of the 
Commonwealth 

lower end of the farm is known to this day as Kessinger Branch, 
named after the patentee, Air. Kessinger. and the famous run 
known as Dog Trot is at this farm. A part of the second house 

* • • * • r • • • 1 i* \ • 1 t t I 

Duut on mis larni is sun siatiunig, anu is o\ er iuu vears old. It 

has a chinmev of stone at foundation 7 x 10 tcet, and burned wood 

seven feet long. There are but three of the original corner trees 

still standing on this survev. One large oak on the bank of the 

river was cut by A. L. Campbell in January, l c, 05. and the growths 

were counted, which showed it to he 320 vears old. The tree was 

perfectly sound, but had been dead for some years, and was cut 

to save the stump as a corner and landmark of the survey. 

This farm was at one time owned bv Caruthers. who built the 

* 

famous “‘Caruthers Road" to it from the Salt Sulphur Springs, 
which was then owned l>v Caruthers & Erksine. The road w r as 
built in order to make an outlet to the springs for the transporta¬ 
tion of the produce grown on it to support the springs. 

The famous “Stony Creek Canyon" is near this place. In 1905 
the excellent frame farm house on the farm was destroyed by ac¬ 
cidental fire, and Mr. Campbell has since erected a new frame resi¬ 
dence on the site of the one destroyed. Mr. Campbell is one of 
the enterprising farmers of the county, maintaining twenty-seven 
cows on his farm, on which he erected a concrete silo, the see- 
ond in the county, A. E. and C. L. Miller building the first. He 
is a Bryan Democrat, and an elder in the Lowell Presbyterian 
Church. He is a breeder of fine stock and practices scientific farm¬ 
ing. as well as a scientific surveyor and engineer. He laid off and 
planned the original plat of the Greenbrier Springs property for 
the present company. On the organization of the Summers Dairy 
and Food Co., he was elected a director and president. 
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The Peek family 6 one of the oldest families in the upper and 

middle New River \ allev. Thee are of German stock. 

•• 

lacob Peek, the original ancestor, was horn in Germany in 
* «^ ^ 

1696. and came to America and settled in Pennsylvania first, and 

■r 

from there came to the \ allev of Virginia, near Staunton, in 1744. 
He married Elizabeth Purden. a daughter of Beniamin Burden, 
who was famous as the agent of Lord Fairfax. Benjamin Burden 
was from England. He met John Lewis, of Augusta, at W illiams- 
burg, and went on a hunt with him in the valley, and raptured a 
white buffalo, which he shipped to Governor Gooch, whereupon 
the Governor, being so well pleased, issued his patent to Burden 
for 100,000 acres of land on James River, and these lands on the 
James he gave to his daughter Elizabeth, who married said Jacob 
Peck. Jacob Peck left a grandson, Benjamin, who settled on Ring¬ 
ing Creek in 1785, in Giles County, and who left three sons, Jacob, 
Benjamin and Joseph. John and Benjamin married sisters, Eliza¬ 
beth and Rebecca Snidow, -.laughters of Colonel Christian Snidow. 
and Jacob married Melina Givens. 

John Peck left the following sons: Win. H., Christian L.. lo- 
seph A.. Dr. Erastus W. and Charles D. His daughters were 
Mary, who married Benjamin Burden Peck: Margaret, who mar¬ 
ried Chas. L. Pearis: Clara, who married John H. Vawter, the 


celebrated surveyor of Ham's ( reek. 


m 


Monroe Countv: lose- 


phine, who married a Phillips; Ellen, who married Dr. R. B. Mc- 
Xutt: Martha, who married Judge John A. Kelly, and one other 
daughcer, whose name is not known, who wa> married to Edwin 
Amos. 


William H. Peck, son of John, settled in Eogan Countv; hence 

the Logan generation of Pecks. Joseph A. emigrated and settled 

in Texas. Christian ' E. settled in Giles County, but left a son, 

Chas. Wesley, a Southern soldier, and John H. 

Dr. Erastus Peck was thrice married, and left ten children: 

Amos, losie, Cha.s. D.. jas. K., a daughter. Eucretia, who married 

► • * 

* 

Dr. D. W. McClaugherty : another, Maggie, married Judge Hugh 

% 

G. Woods; Clara married J. Kyle McClaugherty: Fannie married 
John Adair, and Rac ii c K ci Fulton. 

Benjamin Peck left six sons: Pembroke P. Peck. James 
IE, Jacob A.. Erastus and IE Wallace. The latter was killed at 
Gettysburg. Charles L.. Erastus H. and Pembroke P.. the latter 

mr V 
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being tiie father of Dr. Shannon P. Peck, and E. II. being the 
father of Dr. Renj. W. Peek, of Raleigh County. Pembroke P. 
Peck married Anna E. Butt, a daughter of Dr. Butt, of Centre- 
ville, Monroe County, and in addition to Dr. S. P. Peck, they have 
three other scuts: D. Harry Peck, of Hinton; Leonidas M. Peck, 
of Lewisburg. and Dr. Robert C. Peck. P. P. Peck came to Hinton 
at its formation, and was deputy county clerk and school land 
commissioner, one of the first, and has been engaged in the mer¬ 
cantile business. E. H. Peck was clerk of the countv for twenty- 

•»* * 

four years, and lives in Hinton. He was also agent for the Cen¬ 
tral Land Company for many years. Charles L. Peck was the 
founder of the Hinton “Independent,” and is now living in Pipe- 
stem District. 


MAJOR RICHARD WOODRUM. 

Richard \\ ooarum resides on Wolf CrecR, in trie Forest Hill 
District side of the line, on the farm descended to him from his 
father, John Woodrum, one of the first settlers of that neighbor- 
hood. His mother was a Miss Jucla Meador. He was seventy- 
two years of age on the 5th day of September, 1P05. Major \\ ood- 
rum enlisted in the Confederate Arniv at the breaking out of ho-- 

» o 

tilities between the Xorth and South in ISoi, and was discharged 
on the 24th day of July. 1S65. He was a volunteer in Captain L. 
C. Thrasher's company, attached to Edgar’s Battalion ; was hrM 
promoted to lieutenant, and then to a major in the regular army, 
on account of braverv in action. Major Woodrum was one of the 

mi m 

bravest soldiers that ever carried a gun. He was captured ami 
imprisoned in Johnson’s Island, Camp Chase, Pt. Lookout, I t. 
Delaware, Morris Island, and at the mouth of the Savannah River. 


He was one of the immortal six hundred which were held and 
treated as retaliation prisoners. They were held after the 4 reaty 
of Peace had been concluded in April, 18o4, until July 24th of the 

same vear, when thev were discharged and exchanged. He was 

r p i 1 ' 

in a number of the principal battles of the Rebellion, including 
the Battle of the Wilderness, and Seven Days around Richmond. 

He married a 21ms Eliza Maddy, of Hallipolis, ( >hio. He ham 
two sons, Charles L. and John F. Woodrum. John K. resides at 
tills time in the city of Hinton, and is employed as a. trainman 
on the Chesapeake X Ohio Railway, having volunteered and served! 
out his term of service, being one of the >• -h!ier> who tough* m 
the Philippine: Island? after their purchase from Spain. Charles 
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L. was one of the best educators of tl»e couiitv, a verv hnelv eclu- 

•* • ^ 

cated civil engineer, and is now applying himself to agricultural 
pursuits, he and his father residing on the same farm, which is 
practically owned by the former at this time. 

Maioi Wood rum is one of the few rebel soldiers in this sec- 
tion who came out of the war a Republican, having been a Repub¬ 
lican practically since the formation of that great {tarty, being 
a high tariff advocate. After the war lie met with considerable 

o 

financial disasters, by reason of his indorsements for his friends 
and unfortunate financial speculations. While he always votes the 
Rational Republican ticket and supports its policies, he is not a 
hide-bound politician, and in local matters usually votes in the in¬ 
terests of his county, and stands by his friends. Me is a brother 
of William Wood rum, who was slain during the war at the 


mouth 


o: 


Hun 


gait's Creek, and a 


cousin of the famous Alien 


Wood rum, a color bearer, who was shot to death in the Battle of 
Cold Harbor. 


Armstrong \\ oodrum was an uncle of 
lied at a verv advanced age. 


Major Wood rum, who 


THE GWINN FAMILY. 

I am of the opinion that the first settlements in this county 
of the Gwinns and Grahams, Kellers and herrells. on Greenbrier 
River, near Lowell, was a little later than that fixed by Mr. < »ra- 
ham in his History, although I have no positive evidence that I am 
correct, and make this statement from the circumstances or the 
dates of the land patents to those first settlers being at a later 
date than the date fixed by Mr. Graham. However, it is very 
probable that the first settlers located and remained some years 
on the grounds before carrying their occupation of the lands into 
patents. 


Samuel was the first person of that name to settle 


in 


, i 


11: S 


eountv, and the evidence stems to show that lie. with the i twinns 
and Grahams, came together from the same section in Ireland to 

4 ^ 

this countrv, and first located in the same neighborhood, on the 

■* 

Calf Pasture River, in Virginia. Irom thence moving 


a co *ss 


V n o 


Mlcehenies on to the GrtvnhrieT 


mar Lowell. 


his emigration 


gravlnalL proceeded West alter the danger trom the Indian depre¬ 
dations had. partkdlv disappeared, and at the termination of the 
Revolutionary War of 177o. 

Samuel Gwimi, Sr., was the original ancestor or all the Gwinns 
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in this section of the country. The name seems to have been 
originally Gyn, and the Gwinn ancestor was evidently Irish. The 
name has since been spelled Guin, Gwin, sometimes Gwinn, and 
Mr. Walter M. Gwynn now and has been for a number of years 
spelling the name Gwvnn, and claims to have some authority that 

^ V— 1 r m 

that was the original proper spelling of the name; however, the 
records in this country do not bear it out. The patents or grants 
of lands from the Commonwealth of Virginia to Samuel Gwinn, 
the founder of the family in this country, spelled his name Guin, 
as I have examined his signature to the last deeds executed, when 
he was ninety odd vears old. 

* m 

The first grant of land to Samuel Gwinn was bv the Gov- 

o 

ernor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in the year 1796, and 
was for a tract of land on Greenbrier River, on which Andrew 
Gwinn, with his son James, now resides. 1 have examined a num¬ 
ber of patents for lands in that neighborhood to Samuel Gwinn 


and nthpre; vrhiVh are all ancient documents, written in elegant 
handwriting on the dressed skin of some animal, and are in a per¬ 
fect state of preservation. Mr. Andrew Gwinn has some eight or 
ten of these old documents, which he prizes very highly. Samuel 
Gwinn was the father of a number of sons, the oldest of whose 
name was Samuel, who also settled at Lowell, but afterward re¬ 
moved to Lick Creek, purchasing the old Claypole and other pat- 
ented lands at Green Sulphur Springs, and surrounding lands. 

This Samuel also left a son, Samuel, who died in the vear 1 ( >04. 

* 

at the advanced age of over ninety vears, he being the father or 

O - o 

Mrs. A. C. Lowe, and was living with her at the time of his death. 
He resided part of the time in the West, and a part of the time at 
the farm owned by him at Indian Creek, in Monroe County. 

Ephraim J. Gwinn was one of the sons of Samuel Gwinn. the 
second, who succeeded him in the ownership of the Green Sulphur 
Springs properties, which were originally patented by James Wood, 
Governor of Virginia, to Samuel Hollingsworth, in 1795, for 480 
acres, which included the ground on which the Green Sulphur 
Spring is located, and adjoined John Osborne. Henry Stockwell. 
James Clavpool and John Ferris. These seem to have been resi¬ 
dents of the State of Delaware, and had acquired some kind of 
ownership and property in these lands beyond that part of Lick 
Creek. Clavpool seems to have been an oiigina! patentee, John 
Osborne and others conveying the property to said Samuel Gwinn. 
of Monroe County, and the price paid was five shillings. The 
Clavpool patent was dated in 1793, for 2e0 acres. Samuel Gwinn 
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was a Revolutionary .soldier, and fought for the independence of 
the United States against Iris former sovereign. King George. 

Another tract of ninety-live acres was patented to Samuel 
Gwinn by Governor James Pleasant, on the 2d day of April, 1824. 
Governor Edward Randolph issued his patent to Samuel Gwinn 
for one of the tracts near Lowell, on the 18th day of March. 1789. 
The James Claypool patent, above referred to, was dated March 

17, 1798, for 28r acres, at Green Sulphur Springs. Governor Jas. 
P. Preston granted to John Duncan 19IK acres on the 17th day of 
August, 1816, on Lick Creek. Thomas X. Randolph, Governor of 
Virginia, granted to Samuel Gwinn, November 1, 1821, thirtv-one 
acres. James Monroe, Governor of Virginia, and afterwards Presi¬ 
dent of the United States, granted to Samuel Gwinn, December 2. 
1800, five acres. John M. Gregorv, Lieutenant Governor of Yir- 
ginia, granted to Ephraim J. Gwinn, August 30. 1842, twenty-one 
acres. On fulv 31. 1779, John ( )sborne convoved to vSanmel Gwinn. 

m m •r 

for L\ c shillings, 2-45 acres. 

All ot these lands acquired on Lick Creek by Samuel Gwinn 
were conveyed by him to his son, Ephraim 1. Gwinn. on October 
20. IS29. Andrew Gwinn, who now lives at Lowell, known as 


“Long Andv," is now eigiuv- four \ ears old. and was a cousin of 
the E. J. Gwinn referred to, he having been born on December 3, 
1821, the tear that Napoleon Bonaparte died on the Island of St. 
Helena. Andrew Gwinn is one of the largest and most prosperous 
farmers in Summers County. He has no family except one son. 


lam 


e- 


Gwinn, who lives with his father at Lowell, within three 


hundred yards of the birthplace of Andrew, his father. At mu el 
Gwinn, the senior, or second, moved from the Lowell settlement 
to Lick Creek, in the year 1800, and died there March 25. 1839, in 

* - I. 

the ninetv-tourth \ ear of his age. His five sons w'ere named Mo- 
ses, Samuel, Andrew, John, and Ephraim, above referred to, and 
there were three daughters. One, Ruth, married James Jarrett, 
Sr., of Muddy Creek, and was the mother of the late James and 
Joseph Jarrett. John Gwinn resided in the Meadows, where 
Squire Win. G. Flanagan now resides, until his death. He left 
several sons—Eldridge. Lockridge. Austin. Laban and Iirecktm- 
ridge—all of whom 'ire now dead, leaving numerous descendants, 
a number of whom reside in the Meadow Greek country. 

E. L Gwinn had three sons. Hon. 2d a r ion Gwinn and ex-Sherift 

* 

H. Gwinn, who -.rill own nriricipallv the lands acquired hv their 

Aim • m 

father, Ephraim, and Samuel < >\vinn. Sr., in the Lick Creek .neigh¬ 
borhood. dht other son, Augustus, died during the war of the 
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Rebellion, while in the military service. Jt was E. J. Gwinn, while 
drilling for salt, who discovered in its place sulphur water, anti 
from which the Green Sulphur Springs is the result. 

Some seventy-live years ago a man by the name of Shrews- 
berry, who was' in the salt business on Kanawha River, visited 
Lick Creek for the purpose of hunting and seeing the indications 
of the old buffalo and deer lick on Samuel Gwinn's place, he was 
of the belief that there was salt in the earth at that point. He 
went back to Kanawha on a pack horse, brought across the Sew- 
all Mountain and War Ridge a piece of steel and the instruments 
with which to drill for salt. They rigged up a windlass with a 
rope made from hemp raised on the farm, attached the windlass, 
which was a long sour wood sapling, to a beam of wood fastened 
in the forks of two trees, the rope to the end of the'sapling, and 
the iron or steel, some two feet long, to the end of the rope. With 
this rude machine the Green Sulphur Springs was discovered. 
They first ring an ordinary well down some sixteen feet, when they 
struck a hard rock. Thev drilled on through this down a distance 
of about tort\-hve feet, when, instead of stiiking salt water, thev 
struck the sulphur. Having failed to strike salt, they decided to 
utilize the sulphur, and taking a large hollow sycamore tree, they 
cleaned it out. sunk it into the well onto the top of this rock, after¬ 
wards placing on top of this hollow tree the dressed stone which 
now forms the basin of that magnificent spring. 

E. J. Gwinn resided on this place until the time of his death 
in 1888, dying at the age of seventy-seven years. Sketches of the 

- ^ 1 ’ * r 

lives of his two sons, Messrs. Marion and Harrison Gwinn, are 
given elsewhere in this book. 

The Gwinns are a numerous race of people, and are now lo¬ 
cated throughout the country in adjacent counties, and others in 
the far West, ali of whom derive their descent from these two 
brothers, who originally settled at Lowell. The statements here- 
tofore given are concerning the older brother, Samuel, and his 
descendants. 

lames Gwinn, the other brother, located in his cabin about a 
mile and a half up Keller’s Creek from Lowell, at what is known 
as the Laban Gwinn place. He left four sons. Robert, James, fo- 
seph and Samuel, and died many years prior to the death of his 
brother. It was his son who was appointed ensign at the first 
court held in Monroe. County, 'file door of his cabin was built 
of heavy bolt fastenings as a protection from the Indian maraud¬ 
ers. Joseph settled farther up Keller's Creek, and left a large fam- 
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i 1 y of children, among whom were Joseph, Sylvester, John, James 

* 

and Augustus, Augustus Gwinn owned a line farm at the mouth 

' J • J 

of Muddy Creek, in Greenbrier County, on which he constructed 
an elegant brick residence, and at which place he died a few years 
ago, leaving two sons, Messrs. George (.iwinn, a wealthy hardware 
merchant at Alrierson. and J. Clark Gwinn, a very successful mer¬ 
cantile traveler. Samuel Gwinn. the son of James Gwinn, Sr., 
married Magdalene Johnston, and settled on the James Boyd farm, 
at the west portal of the Big Bend Tunnel, on Greenbrier River, 
live miles from its mouth. Tie moved to the West in the Year 

1830. 

m 

m 

John Gwinn, Sr., who resided in the Little Meadows, was a 
large land-owner and a great litigant over land titles, especially 
with \Ym. T. Mann. “Billy Tom.” He was a justice of the peace 
before the Civ il War, and all the Gwinns were Democrats before 
the war, and were Union men, but those who were of the armv 
age entered tiie Confederate service, and after the w*r some ad¬ 
hered to the old faith, while others followed into the ranks of the 
new party, the Republican. Among the: 


sc was Squire John Gwinn, 
who was a liberal and conservative man. His descendants Wil 
live in that region, including his grandsons, A. L.. M. Grant. La- 

ban and John G., son of Austin. His son Lockridge raised twenty- 
one children to maturity. 


William 


Gwinn. a 


brother of Avis Hinton, died at Meadow- 


Creek within the last few years, and he and his brother. Lewis 
Gwinn. who still resides there, owned the land on which Meadow- 
Creek town is built. The sons of William ( iwinn were Samuel H. 
and William, merchants, and Everett, a farmer and school teacher. 
IIis daughter married John W. (Juinn, a merchant of Missouri. 
There are descendants and connections of the Gwinns who settled 
at Lowell in many parts of the United States. Some settled in 
Indiana. Illinois and Iowa. Ephraim J. Gwinn rode from Lick 
Creek to Iowa, where he purchased lands for his two sons, Sam¬ 
uel and James, and his daughter. Mrs. Marshall Richmond, where 

they afterwards settled, and their descendants still live and nour¬ 
ish.' 


ANDREW GWINN. 

Andrew Gwinn, who now resides at Lowell, is eighty-four years 
old. He was the first justice of the peace ever appointed in the 
countv. but resigned. He wa> born within three hundred yard> 


of the place where he now resides, in an old log house, but now 
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lives in 


n 

U. 


line modern brick building, erected about fifteen years 


am), within the recollection of the vounger generation. He was 

r> • o 

a justice of the peace before the Civil W ar. 

1 have before me nine patents or grants, as originally executed 
by the respective Governors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
which were handed me this day b\ James Gwinn. the only son 
and child of Andrew Gwinn. and who inherits the sturdy honestv 

• mf 

and manhood of hi- sire. < )ne of these patents is signed bv Edm. 
(for Edmund ) Randolph, and is dated on the 10th day of Decem¬ 
ber, 1787. and i- headed as follows: 

“Edmund Randolph, Escp, Governor of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. To all wh*>m these presents shall come »the 's’ being 
in the shape of an *f) greeting: Know ye, that by virtue of a cer¬ 
tificate in- 


* 


-. of settlement given bv the commissioners 

i ^ 

for adjusting the titles to uupatentcd lands in the District of Au¬ 
gusta. Botetourt and Greenbrier, and by consideration of the an¬ 
cient composition of 2 pound> .sterling, paid hv Samuel Gwinn. 
into the treasury of the Commonwealth, there is granted by the 
said Commonwealth unto the .-aid Samuel Gwinn. assignee of 
James Henderson, a certain tract <»r parcel of land containing 400 
acres hv survey, bearing date the fir.-t dav of Tune, 1784, lying 

9 • 4 • • r « _* 

and being in the countv of < ireenbrier. beginning, etc.” This was 
a “tomahawk or corn” title, for which this certificate was given, 
on w hich the "patent” issued, and is the <). T. Kesler place, now- 
owned by tlie Summers Dairy Company. Then follows the boun¬ 
daries. 

Another similar patent bear- date on the first day of July, in 
the vear of our Lord 1819, and of the forty-third of the Common- 
wealth, and is signed by Peter Y. Daniel, as Lieutenant Governor 

of the Commonweal tli of Virginia, and is issued bv virtue of a 

« ^ r 

Land Office Treasury Warrant, numbered 5768. issued October 
26. 1816, and grants unto Joseph Gwinn twenty-five acres in the 
county of Monroe, on the waters of Keller’s Creek, a branch of 
Greenbrier River: another, which bears date on the 30th day of 
January. 1790. and was issued by Beverly Randolph. Esq., Gov¬ 
ernor of Virginia, and eonvevs unto Tames Gwinn sixty acre- on 
Keller's Creek. Another of these patents is to James Gwinn, and 
is issued by Edmund Randolph, on the 8th day of November. 1787, 
and of the Commonwealth the twelfth, which is consideration of 
the ancient composition of 2 pounds sterling, paid by Tames Gwinn 
into the treasure. He w a- granted 400 acre.- b\ survey, lving in 
the county of Greenbrier, on Little Wolf Creek, adjoining the lands 
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of John Dickinson; and another, issued by Peter V. Daniels, Lieu¬ 
tenant Governor, bearing date on the iirst day of lulv, lSl'h to 
Joseph Gwinn, for eighteen acres on Keller's Creek. This creek 
seems to have been originallv “Kellev’s," but is now known as 
Kellers. And another patent issued by John Tyler. Go\ ernor of 
Virginia, who was later President of the United States, bv reason of 

^ ' -r 

the death ot V illiam Henry Plarrison, and is dated on the 10th 
day of January, 1810, which was four years after the establishment 
of Virginia as a separate State. This conveys unto William Gra¬ 
ham a tract or parcel of land containing 200 acres, inclusive of a sur¬ 
vey of 153 acres. A part thereof was formerly granted to Rich¬ 
ard Skaggs, by a patent bearing date the 12th day of February. 
1705, who conveyed the same to said Graham by deed—ten acres. 
Another part thereof is a part of a tract of 105 acres, formerly 
granted to Joseph Pearson by patent dated the 10th da}’ of July, 
1797, who, together with his wife, Charlotte, conveyed the ten acres 
aforesaid to said Giaham, bv deed bearing date the 26th dav of 
July, 1798: thirty-seven acres, another part thereof, was waste land, 
and was taken under Treasure Office Warrant, Xo. 3169, issued on 

_ • 7 

the 29th day ot May, 1801. all of which was in 51 on roe County, on 
Keller's Creek, a branch of Greenbrier River adjoining the lands of 
Conrad Keller, Samuel Gwinn, John de Uov and David Jarred. 
Then proceeds to give the boundaries and makes the conveyance to 
said William < iraham. 

Another of these patents is dated on the 18th day of October. 
1787, by Edmund Randolph, Governor of the Commonwealth, unto 
John See, assignee of Peter Yanvibber, and the land lying within 
the county of Greenbrier on Greenbrier River, adjoining the land" 
of John Yanvibber, et ah; and another of these patents, issued by 
James Wood, Escp, Governor of Virginia, in January, 1798, conveys 
to Samuel Gwinn 220 acres on Greenbrier River, adjoining William 
Graham. 

All of these are title papers and are as in good state of preser¬ 
vation as when issued; are written on parchment, some kind of 
skin ; the writing is excellent, plain and legible. One of the patents 
especially, I notice, came from an animal, and the holes made by 
taking out the legs still remain on the margin, and another hole 


m 


it made bv taking the hide off the animal. 


T 

L 


t is unevenly 


trimmed, but all of them are finely dressed. V e seldom see in 
these da\s and times better handwriting than that exhibited on 
these wonderful old documents. 

Mr. Gwinn is now the ow ner of all of this land aticj .considerably 
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more, he and his son being the proprietors of 2,000 acres, all in 01 
bodv, at Lowell. 

w 

I omitted one patent, dated the 5th day of August, 1802, issued 
by James Monroe, Governor of the commonwealth, and who was 
afterwards the fourth President of the United States of America. 


It conveys unto William and Dai id Graham forty-three acres in 
the county of Monroe, on the south side of Greenbrier, adjoining 
the lands of Conrad Keller, Samuel Gwinn and John Perrv, and 
is issued bv virtue of two land office treasure* warrants, one for 
ten acres, Xo. 11654, issued the 27th day of March, 1782, and 
thirty-three acres, Xo. 1859, issued on the 14th day of March, 
1796. I have another deed which is signed by Samuel Gwinn, the 
father of Andrew Gwinn, when he was eightv-four years old, and 
it is well written. It is witnessed by Joseph Alderson, George 
Alderson, John Gwinn and O. Towles, and bears date the 26th 
dav of October, 1811, and is a conveyance from Samuel Gwinn, 
Sr., to his son, Samuel 
Gwinn, Tr., and died only a sort time ago. 


i r, ..w- i- 

vj o mil) j a • * 


■» t » V> *T » n 
vviigy vv uo 


o b 4 - L *-% ♦- x \ —1 — — , 

Cl Ui VUiCl W A i lllUl U VV 


devising her 


HINTON. 

Avis Hinton was the second wife of Captain Jack Hinton, 
whose first wife was a sister of Charles and lohn Maddy. She 

w * 

was a Gwinn. a sister of Enos, William, Lewis and XIoses Gwinn, 
of Meadow Creek. She died on the 22d day of January, 1901, 
aged ninety-one years. She was the owner of the tract of land on 
which the citv of Avis was built, ami she made her will in 1861, 

V 7 

property to her three sons, Joseph Hinton, Silas 
Hinton and William Hinton, Jr. This will is now being contested 
in the courts. The circuit court decided the contest in favor of the 
sons, and the contestant carried the case to the Supreme Court of 
Appeals, where it is now pending. The contest is prosecuted by 
her granddaughter through a former marriage with a Mr. Nickell, 

who lives in Kansas City. Evan Hinton, who died April 22, 1897, 

aged seventy-six years, and John Hinton were her stepsons by the 
first wife of “Jack” Hinton. Evan Hinton left three sons, Thur¬ 
mond Hinton, of Hinton; John D. and Silas R. Hinton, of Madam’s 
Creek, good citizens. William Hinton. Sr., now seventy-five years 
old, resides in Hinton. He is a sou of David Hinton, of Monroe 
County. He has two sons. Maury D. and Lindley. He is the 
patentee of three valuable patents, a surveyor’s compass, a monkey 
wrench arid bottle stopper. The Hintons are English and came to 
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this county from Rockingham Count}', Virginia. The will above 
referred to has recently been sustained by the Supreme Court of 
Appeals. 


HARRISON GWINN. 

Harrison Gwinn was a native of Lick Creek, in Green Sulphur 
District; was born on the 26th day of June, 1S40. and’is a son of 
Ephraim J. Gwinn and Racheal, who was Rachael Keller, ot the 
Lowell settlement, lie was born, raised and lived all hi' life on 
the farm on which the Green Sulphur Spring is now located. 

In 1868, he married a Miss McXeer, a daughter of William B. 
and Elizabeth McXeer, who then lived on the farm now occupied 
b\ W. H. Ford. Bv this marriage he had one son. William E. 


Gwinn, who now lives at Thurmond, in Fayette County, and after 
the death of his first wife, Mr. Gwinn married Miss Salome Arga- 
bright, cf Muddy Cieck. iti Greenbrier County. 

lie was a Confederate soldier, serving throughout the four 

o o 

years of the Civil War, being a member of "E" Company, and 
attached to McCausland’s Brigade. After the war he iocatcd on 
the Green Sulphur farm, and has followed fanning, cattle dealing, 
the mercantile and lumber business, in all of which he is engaged 

o o 

at the present time, his interests being large and varied. He is a 


man of kind and generous impulses,*honest and upright, and has 

few, if anv, enemies. 

* 

At the foundation of the Bank of Summers, in 1893, he was one 
of the principal promoters, and was elected unanimously its first 
president, which position he held, as well as that of member of 
the board of directors, for thirteen vears, and until that insti- 
Union was converted* into a national bank, and taking the present 
name of the National Bank of Summers. At the time he look- 
charge as president of this bank, banking in this country was a 
venture, as there were few in this region of the country, there then 
being two banks at Alderson, one at Hinton, and the next nearest 
were at Lewisburg and Charleston. He is conservative as a bank 

o 

official and director, careful, judicious and reliable, regarding at 
all times the interests of the depositors, as well as the shareholders, 
and during the administration of its affairs while Mr. Gwinn was 
president, not a single debt was lost nor a single depositor had a 
just complaint on account of the administration of its affairs. 
Upon the conversion of that institution from a State into a National 
bank, he was unanimously tendered the presidency of the National 













^ v. . 




MRS. AVIS HIXTOX, 


For Whom Avis 


was Named. 
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Bank of Summers by the board of directors, but by reason of ad- 

* 7 :«/ 

vancing years and other financial interests of a personal character 
demanding his attention, and tlie distance at which he resided from 
the location of the bank office, he declined, to the regret of the 
stockholders and board of directors; and to show the esteem in 
which Mr. Gwinn was held, on the 9th day ’of'January, 1906, reso¬ 
lutions were adopted on the motion of Captain Charles S. Faul- 
coner, which were as follows: 

“W hereas, Harrison Gwinn. Esq., the president of this bank 
and the former president of the Bank of Summers from its founda¬ 
tion. and for the success of the institution he has ever been faith- 

a gentleman and 


in whom the board recognizes 


ful and loyal, and 
financier of honor, ability, lovaltv, and that much of the success of 

m/ m ^ 7 

the said Bank of Summers is due to the loyal devotion of Mr. 
Gwinn, its faithful official and president; and 

“Whereas, Said Gwinn declines the office of president of the 
NctcMnai Bank ui Summers of Hinton, as he conceives in the in¬ 
terest of the institution, by reason of his advancing age, other per¬ 
sonal business engagements and the long distance that he resides 




from its place of business: 

Be it Therefore Resolved, f irst, That it is with regret that we 
part with Mr. Gwinn, as president of this bank; that it fully rec¬ 
ognizes in him a faithful citizen, an honest man, as well as an 
honorable financier of recognized ability and honor, well worthy 
of the confidence of his associates and of the public, and a true 
friend of this institution, and that the thanks of the bank, its share¬ 
holders and of the board of directors be extended to him. 

“Second. That a committee of three, to be composed of I. H. 
Jordan, J. A. Parker and C. S. Faulconcr, be and they are hereby 
appointed a committee for the purpose, who shall provide, at the 
expense of the bank, a proper and appropriate token to be pre¬ 
sented by the bank to Mr. Gwinn, as some expression of its appre¬ 
ciation of his faithful discharge of his duties as its president for 
so many years. 

“Third. That a copy of these resolutions be furnished to said 
Gwinn, and that they be spread on the minutes of this bank.” 

Mr. Gwinn still retains the position as a member of the hoard 
of directors, but declines any other official position with the bank. 
He is next to the largest stockholder in the institution. He is also 


a stockholder in the New Kiver Grocery Company and in a number 

«* 1 » 

of other financial enterprises in the county. 

At tiie election held in 1892. he was elected sheriff of Summers 
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County, ami held the term for four years, with I. G. Carden and 
G. L. Lilly as his deputies. In 1900 he was re-elected for a second 
term, and held the position for another four years, with I. \V. 
Wiseman, Levi M. Neely, Sr., and I. G. Carden as deputies. 

He is an enterprising citizen, a native of West Virginia, as well 
as of Summers County—a man of gentle character, kind, as a 
neighbor, esteemed by all of the region in which he resides. 

James Gwinn. his son, was 'the first assistant cashier of the 

Bank of Summers, but has resigned after several years’ service, 

- -» ' 

in order to a>sist his father in the conduct of his large personal 
business interests, and now resides at the old homestead. Wade 
Hampton Gwinn, another son. is an enterprising pharmacist, re¬ 
siding in the city of Hinton, and managing the business affairs of 
the Hinton Drug Company, a corporation. 

Mr. Gwinn now owns about 1,000 acres of real estate at the old 


homestead and neighborhood, the magnificent sulphur spring, 
known as the Crcc:: Sulphur Bpring, and A a Go engaged in the 
manufacture of lumber; owns and operates a steam grist mill, 
deals largely in stock, and takes considerable interest in securing 
improved breed" of cattle into his neighborhood, and he is also 


engaged in a general mercantile business, 
elected recorder of Hinton in 1007. 


V ade H. Gwinn was 


JOSEPH J. CHRISTIAN: 

This is one of nature’s noblemen, a native of the old common¬ 
wealth, born on the 10th day of February, 1839, in Scott County, 
Virginia; moved with bis parents to the foot of Bent Mountain, in 
Mercer County, when he was four years old. In 1856 lie removed 
on to New River, and resided for a number of vears with the late 
Allen L. Harvey. He now resides in the same neighborhood, one 
and one-fourth miles from New River. 

H'e'was a soldier in the Civil War, volunteering at the declara¬ 
tion of hostilities, serving until the final surrender. He first vol¬ 
unteered with Captain Thrasher's company, which was the second 
company of Confederate soldiers organized from Monroe Count} 
in that war. and was attached to Wise's Legion. In 1863, at his 
request, he was transferred to Captain George’s company, in the 
Sixtieth Virginia Regiment, bv reason of his having five brothers 
in that company and two brothers-in-law. He was engaged 


in 


the majority of the great battles of this bloody 


i ^ f 1 ♦ . +* 

Cull! i iv.I 
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was in the battle of Srarev, which was the first battle of the Civil 

* 

War; received several slight wounds, but none of a serious char¬ 
acter. His father’s name was John H. Christian. His mother was 
Prunella Abbott, his parents being buried at the old Jasper Smith 
plantation on Xew River, opposite < iatliff’s Bottom. His grand¬ 
father on the mother’s side was a soldier in the war against Eng¬ 


land of 1S1 _?. He has three children, Edgar, Etta Luberta. who 

7 O 7 

married Lee Peck, a son of Christian Peck, of Monroe County, and 
Bernard Douglass Christian, a lad of twelve vears. 

O 

In 1892 Mr. Christian was the nominee of the Democratic 
party for commissioner of the county court of this county, 
and was elected by a flattering majority, defeating in that race 
his Republican opponent. In 1898 he was again elected, his sec¬ 
ond term of office expiring on the first day of January, 1905, having 
occupied the position as commissioner of the county court, and 
for the larger portion of its time its president tor the period of 


4 " - ^ L » ^ 

C » y V. l \ V 


t 


, 1 - 


• " ^ , > 


- . . 1 > 


» C U 1 


um» iiiemucr Wile has imt u iv\ u icrrn 


r n . i 


- -\ D 


m suc¬ 


cession. In this position Mr. Christian has proven himself an 
honest official, and no charges have ever been brought against him 

<7 O * J 

for unfaithfulness to the public duties imposed upon him. 

His record should be a matter of pride to himself and to his 
posterity. He is a farmer by occupation, a Ltemocrat in politics of 
the Bryan stripe, and a Missionary Baptist in his religious senti¬ 
ments. being a member of that congregation. He is a self-made 

O 'W o 

man who has built himself up into the confidence of his fellow 
citizens, and in his older age has acquired a comfortable competence. 
He married Laura Zella Stafford, of Cfiles County, Virginia, on 

the 78th dav of l ebruarv, 1870, and now resides on his farm, 

_ * 

twentv-two miles from Hinton. 

His brother, John BI. Christian, was killed at the battle of 
Cloyd’s Mountain, in the C ivil War. Another brother still resides 
in Summers County, A. J. Christian, who was for a number of 
years overseer of the poor for Jumping Branch District. He is 

•r 

now engaged in the hotel business at Hinton, operating and run¬ 
ning the Riverside Hotel. Eor some vears he resided in Raleigh 

o * * 

County, during the development of the Piney region, and owns a 
farm in the Bluestone section. He was born May 25, 1843. and 
married Margaret Williams. Thev have nine children. Bell John- 

o * 

son, who married Green Hogan: J. R.. who married Ada Lilly; 
Prunella, who married William Meadows, now deceased: Rox- 
anna, who married E. B. Deehart; Willie. J. D.. E. H., Clara Ver¬ 
million and W. E. Christian, remaining children unmarried. 
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J. THOMPSON HUME, M. D. 

Dr. Hume is a native of Culpepper County, Virginia, born Eeb- 
ruar} r 5, 1855, and is a son of Dr. C. E. and Mary Emma Hume, 
his mother being Mary Emma Thompson. lie graduated in medi¬ 
cine at the College of Physicians of Baltimore City in March. 1S77. 
He for some time occupied the position of resident physician in 
the Woman's Hospital of Baltimore; removed and located at Hin¬ 
ton in March, 1S88. 

In 1S96 he was nominated by the Democratic party for the 
House of Delegates, to which office he was elected, that campaign 
being one of the hardest fought campaigns in the history of Sum¬ 
mers Count}- politics. 

For four years he and Dr. J. G. Haley practiced medicine in 
this county under the firm name of Hume & Haley. Dr. Hume 
has been largely interested in the real estate developments in Hin¬ 
ton, and for a number of years was in co-partnership with the late 
Luther M. Dunn in the real estate business, and it was through 

o 

their joint efforts that the large three-story brick store, office and 
hall building was erected on the corner of Second Avenue and 
Temple Street. He has made his home and identified himself with 
the interests of this county since his location, except for the period 
of two years spent at Newport News, Virginia. He has been en¬ 
gaged in the active practice of his profession since his graduation: 
is one of the enterprising citizens of the county, as well as one 
of the strong practitioners of medicine and surgery in this section. 

He is of a family of doctors and surgeons, his father being a 
noted physician before him; his brother Dr. W. W. Hume, now 
of Beckley, being a rfoted physician, as well as his cousin, Dr. 
\V. E. Hume, the Ouinimont surgeon. He is considered one of 
the ablest physicians in this section, as well as a safe, careful and 
conservative business man. 

He was married to Miss Grace Benedict, of Hamilton, Ohio. 
He is a Democrat in politics. 


DR. SHANNON P. PECK. 

This gentleman is a descendant of the Peck family of this region 
of the State, as well as a noted familv of Southwest Virginia, fie 
is a son of P P. Peck and A. E. Peck, who were early settlers in 
Hinton. Fie is a native of Monroe County, born at Centerville, 
then Virginia, March 20, 1S53. 
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He graduated in 1877 from the College of Physicians and Sur¬ 
geons of Baltimore City, and immediately located in Hinton for 
the practice of his profession in April, 1887. 

He w as married on the 22d day of November, 1882, near Meadow 
Brook, Virginia, to VIiss Alice Clemmer. He was appointed sur¬ 
geon for the C. <Sc 0. Railway in 1S79, which position he retained 
until he retired, some four years ago, having charge of the surgical 
department of that great corporation from Clifton Forge to 
Charleston. 

Dr. Peck is a Republican in his political views, but is inde¬ 
pendent of the bosses, and usually votes to suit his own dictation, 
especially aiding the opposite party in local affairs, when in his 
opinion it is to the interests of the general public so to do. Pie 
was elected mayor of Hinton for two terms, and administered the 
affairs of that important office to the satisfaction of the public. 
Dr. Peck is one of the leading surgeons of this coubtrv. His great 


practice, bv reason of his connection with the C. N (). Railway 
Company , brought him into prominence, which he has maintained. 


He is one of the enterprising citizens ol Summers Bounty-, being 
connected with the leading financial enterprises of the city of 
Hinton, and A a large and extensive real estate owner. It was he 

o 

who first undertook the construction of an electric light plant for 
the lighting of the two towns. At his own expense and at his own 
risk, he put into operation the original electric light plant, which 
he maintained for a number of vears, he being the entire owner. 


Later, he sold out to the Hinton Light, Ice & Supply Company, 
which concern was finally absorbed by the present Hinton Water, 
Light & Supply Company. 

He was one of the promoters and stockholders of the Hinton 
Water Works Company, is a stockholder in two of the leading 
banks of the city of Hinton and many other enterprises. 

Dr. Peck’s ancestor was one of the organizers of the countv of 

C2* 9 

Monroe. Peck was appointed by the government to organize the 
county in 1799. An uncle, Charles L. Peck, lives at Tophet and 
assessed the real estate of the county r in 1890, and founded the 
“Hinton Independent,” a Democratic newspaper, in 1SS3, at Hinton. 


JAMES 


r. 


SMITH. 


James F. Smith, now one of the leading citizens of the county, 
is a native of Kanawha County, born near Brovvnstown. He has 
heen for fifteen vears in the service of the Chesapeake 8: < >hio 
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Railway Company, and is now, although mayor'of the city of 
Hinton, still holding his position as freight conductor. He is a 
Democrat in politics, but never a partisan politician. In 1901 he 

agreed to make the race for mayor as the Democratic candidate, 

% 

at the earnest solicitation of numerous citizens of the city, not 
being an office-seeker, and in this instance the office sought the 
man. That was a memorable campaign. A. Republican leader, 
E. I 1 '. Smith, known locally bv the name of “Fisher Smith,” bv 

m mf w 

reason of his questionable methods in politics, undertook to hood¬ 
wink the people by pretending to eliminate politics from town 
elections, and arrange for the railroad orders to agree on a ticket 


composed of some Democrats and some Republicans, hut giving 
the Democrats a minority representation in the dispositions, and 
thus secure a ticket that would split and disrupt the Democratic 
organization. He had his ticket brought out bv some kind of 

^ o ~ 

* 

secret caucus, led by Captain Thomas Jackson, an ex-Democrat, 
for mayor, without the people having any voice in the selections 
When the scheme was discovered, the purpose was apparent, and 
the Democrats at once called a meeting, and Mayor Smith was 
promptly decided upon as the “man of the hour.” A full Demo¬ 


cratic ticket was nominated, with R. F. Dunlap, the attorney, as 
recorder, and John < huidort for sergeant. A very active campaign 
ensued, the plan and ticket of “Fisher Smith” ha\ ing none of the 
elements of strength, although supported by the Republican lead¬ 
ers, and bv reason of his having on the ticket some gentlemen who 

* O 

were Democrats and some who were on the political fence, judge 

Heflin was candidate for recorder ami C. H. Hetsel for sergeant. 

The result showed the wisdom of Mr. Smith’s selection for the 

maAoraltv candidate. 

* 

At the end of Mr. Smith's first term he was again the choice 
of his party, being re-nominated over the popular hotel proprietor, 
John B. Parrot, and was again elected: W . F. Fredeking for re¬ 
corder. and R. T. Delhi, sergeant. 

Again at the end of his second term he was re-nominated by 
his partv in li>05 over Mr. Parrot and elected. His third term 
began January 1, 1906, and at the expiration of same he will have 
served in the honorable capacity of mayor for a period of six 
years, his administration having been fair and intelligent and gen- 
erallv satisfactory to his constituents. During his occupancy of 
this position he has not run regularly on the railway. Mr. Smith 
is a popular man. being an officer m the order of Eagles and one 
of its founders in the city, as well as the order of Elks. During hi- 




JAMES V SMITH. 

Throe Times Mayor of Hinton. 
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administration in 1905 the new city administration building - and 

♦ o 

jail was built at a cost of $5,000, also the extension of the sewer 
system at the lower end of town at a cost of $2,000.00. 

Tie has tried and disposed of a number of violations of the law, 
and his decisions have been complimented as just and intelligent. 
Mavor Smith’s wife was a daughter of Richard Gaver, an Irish 
gentleman and one of the pioneer railroad men in Hinton, acci¬ 
dentally killed in the yards in that city about 1885. 


THOMAS G. MANN. 


/ 


Thomas G. Mann, attorney at law. is a natiye of Greenbrier 
County, born and reared in that good old municipality. He was 
born July 29, 1859, attended the public schools and taught therein. 
He took the full course at the Concord Normal School, graduating 

O c 

therefrom with honor in 1881, and was one of the orator-, ur the 
Commenttuiciii, cuter wliich he taught for some time ctl the urctn- 
brier. White Sulphur, studying law in the meantime, and was 
admitted to the practice in 1884. and first located at Becklev, in 
Raleigh County, for the practice of his profession, but soon after 
re-located in Hinton, and .has been one of Summers' substantial 
citizens. In politics he has ben an old-line Republican, and has 
done much work on the stump for his party. In I8 : X), under the 
administration of President Benjamin Harrison, lie filled the posi- 
tion of Supervisor of the Census for ihe southern half of West 
Virginia, with headquarters at Hinton. George \Y. Brown being 
superyisor for the northern halt. In 1896 he was a candidate for 
judge of the circuit court before the conyention of his party, which 
was held at Alderson.* On seyeral ballots was only short one vote 

m m 

of the nomination, but by a combination was defeated by Judge 
I. M. McWhorter, of Lewisburg. In 1904 he was again a can- 
didate for the nomination, but withdrew by reason of .the alleged 
methods adopted by those opposing him, and he came out boldly 
and supported the Democratic nominee, doing much towards se¬ 
curing his election. Colonel Mann is a political leader of good 
judgment and sagacity. Upon locating at Hinton for the practice 
of his profession, he foimed a co-partnership with the late Colonel 
Janies W. Davis, of Greenbrier County, for a few months, other¬ 
wise he has followed his profession alone. Mr.* Mann is a lawyer 
of ability and a forcible and logical speaker, a man of strong con¬ 
victions and fascinating personality, and has been engaged in the 
defense in a large number of the important cases tried in the county. 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































6 72 


HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


His practice extends to the courts of Raleigh and Wyoming and 

in the Supreme Court of Appeals and the federal courts. He is a 
bachelor. 

CAPTAIN FRANK M. GALLAGHER. 

Hon. hrank INI. Gallagher is the present member of the House 
of Delegates from this county, and is a railroad conductor, from 
which he receives the appellation of captain. He. like many of 
the statesmen and representative men of this country, was poor 
and reared on a farm, the date of his birth being April 10, 1853; 
place, city of Albany, N. \ ., of poor but honest parents. In 1865 
die was hired as a farm hand at 814.00 per month and board, at¬ 
tending the common school in winter, his education having been 
begun and completed in the little red district schoolhouse. In 


1S0' » he abandoned his native State, and began.-on November 10th, 
his railroad career at Jackson, Mich., as brakeman. where he. con¬ 
tinued Kt-oFemau, baggageman and conductor 


• 1 1 • 

* * ♦ ♦ 1 •••- 

LI (111! Cl I A \ ill 


180S, when he located at St. Paul, Minn., in the service of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad, in whose service he remained until 

4 

1886, when he attain emigrated to Richmond, Virginia, and through 

* ^ o o 

the good service of J. \Y. Hopkins secured employment on the 
Huntington Division of the Chesapeake N Ohio Railway Company, 
in whose employment he has continued to the present. 

He had the unusual dLtinction of having been placed in charge 
of a train of the Michigan Central Railroad when onlv eighteen 

vear^ of age and when conditions were entirely different from 
what they are to-dav. 

» m 

He is a great believer in organized labor, and has the unlimited 
confidence of that gre;it arniv of the loval veomanrv of the con- 
tinent, being the general chairman of the order of this State. At the 
session of the W est Virginia Legislature in l () 02-3 he was the legis¬ 
lative delegate of his and other organizations sent to look after 
remedial legislation beneficial to railway and other employees, and 
by his faithful and fearless loyalty to bis trust, won the confidence 
of patriotic Union labor. 

He kept a minute diary of the proceedings and occurrences of 
that session, some of which are amusing to the uninitiated in 
present-dav legislative methods. W hen he failed in securing the 
passage of the labor bills advocated by him, one of which was an 
amendment to the present fellow servant doctrine, a* adjudicated 
in the State, he learned the reason why. and the methods of the 
railway lobbyist. His experience wa> profitable, and his story 
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of the same is interesting to read. At the following 1 election in 

c o 

1904 he was the Democratic nominee without opposition, was 
elected over his Republican opponent, Mr. Charles Tinder, by a 
majority of 190 votes. After the expiration of the session he re¬ 
turned to his avocation, and took charge of his train as of yore. 

Mr. Gallagher is a Brvan Democrat, and hideth not his light 

o - o 

under a bushel, but proclaims his faith to all men. He is an in¬ 
telligent, well-read gentleman. 

In 1906 he was again a candidate for representative from the 
county to the House of Delegates, and w as nominated by his party 
without opposition, and at the election, on the 6th of November of 
that year, was elected over Captain Sant. Ilamer by a close ma¬ 
jority of nineteen. Captain Hamer is also a very popular and in¬ 
telligent railway conductor on the C. & O. Railway. Captain 
Gallagher is a well-equipped legislator, a close student of passing- 
events and looks closelv after the interests of his constituents. 


o ti 
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whom the corporations hold no club. 


honest and consistent friend of organ: 


Or /A 

O VU 


1 


Ck \ * V ' 1 , 


v v 


JAMES K. SCOTT. 


James K. Scott was an early settler at the forks of Hungart’s 
Creek and Boone Creek in Talcott District. He died at the age 
of sixtv-four vears, leaving surviving him a w idow-, who has since 
followed him to the grave, and three sons. George P., Green L. 

O 7 * o 

and John David, and several daughters, one of whom married 
Richard Boyd; one the late Samuel I\. Boitde. father of Clerk 
Boude, and one, Joseph Riley. 

Tames K. Scott came to the county from Rocky Point, in Mon¬ 
roe County, and participated in the formation of the county. He 
held the office of justice of the peace at tw r o different dates, was a 
notary public and land surveyor and a man of intelligence and 
ability, thrifty in his business, which was principally that of farm¬ 
ing and lumbering. He operated a steam sawmill and owned a 
water grist mill on his plantation. His oldest son, James, died 
several vears ago, leaving a family now grown, and h:s widow 
married Mr. Boude. 


George P. was 

o 

his day and time. 

♦ 

energy arid efforts, 
taught school for 


a man of unusual intelligence and education for 
He was largely educated by his own industry, 
being especially proficient in mathematics. He 
several years, and then attended the Concord 
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Normal School, graduating in that institution with distinction, 
alter which he was appointed a member of the Board of Examiners 
of the County, and continued in the school work and teaching un¬ 
til disabled by long illness, to which he finally succumbed, at about 
the age of forty-live years. For many \ ear^ he was afflicted with 
rheumatism, and was so badly crippled that he could not occupy 
a chair in a sitting position. He .was never married, and a short 
time prior to his death he sent lor his old friend and schoolmate. 
James H. Miller, and had him to prepare his last will, by which 
he made him the executor thereof and trustee for the beneficiaries, 
who were infants. He had accumulated quite an estate for a man 
in his physical condition. His beneficiaries were principally his 
two brothers, J. D. and G. L. Scott, and the children of the latter, 
for whom he had great affection. 

John David Scott, the oldest son, is a prosperous citizen of 
Talcott District, occupied principally in farming, but for a number 
of years, also with his brother. G. L. Scott, engaged in the manu¬ 
facture of lumber. He is a gentleman of honestv, and has the con- 
fidence of his district, having been the constable, justice of the 
peace and road surveyor. 

Green Lee Scott, the other son of James K., is a also a farmer 

_ • • 

and lumberman of Talcott District, energetic and responsible in 
business matters, and one of the‘reputable citizens of the district 
and conn tv. 


PATTERSON. 

There are very few persons of ibis name in the county, but it 
is one of the olde>t of the old settlers. This family is an early 

I ^ r 

one. This settlement was at the foot of the “Patterson” Mountain, 
on the Greenbrier side of the lower Lick Creek. The persons of 
the family, of whom the present generation have any recollection, 
were the family.of brothers, of which two were bachelors, and lived 
to a ripe old age, and never married, and were born and died on the 
same spot. They were Charles and Lewis, and were noted for some 
eccentricities, something like the old French family of Ballangees, 
of the Hinton section, such as E\i, Lafayette, and Lorenzo. They 
were tanners and farmers, and lived in a large hewed log house 
on the farm. 

their cowhides and have them tanned into shoe and harness leather. 
Also calf hides, deer hides, coon and other hides of wild animals. 


The farmers for ten mileo around would bring in 
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Both upper leather as well as sole were made. The deer hides 
were dressed and tanned, and the hides made the best of gloves, 
strings ami straps. A niece of these brothers was Miss Alice Pat¬ 
terson, who married Lieutenant Nathan L. Duncan. She manu¬ 
factured these deer hides and others of the smaller wild animals 
into men and women’s gloves. She had a wide reputation. They 
were hand-made, and her patterns, etc., were all original, and were 
developed from her own ingenuity. 

A brother of these Patterson bachelors, Charles, married and 
owned a farm on the immediate top of the mountain, leading from 
the Meadows to Lick Creek. He died many years ago, leaving a 
large family of small children. His oldest son, A. G. Patterson, 
succeeded to the old farm at the foot of the mountain, and there 
resides to this dav. He in his vouth was considered the best shoe- 

■r- 

maker in the region, and would go to a farmer’s house and remain 
until he had “shod” the whole familv for the coming winter. The 

o 

-shoes, both "-o.mp'n and men’s, were made from the t?nne*y of bL 

«r 

uncle, who had tanned the hides one-half for the other. 

Another brother was John Patterson, who died during the war, 
leaving an onlv son, Thomas. 

O w 

The old bachelors were noted for their drollery, slowness of speech 

and honesty. A bull was owned by Lewis, lint desired to dispose 

of him. Lewis said: “X-a-w, n-a-w. lint! wait—till—fall!” One dav 

1 v 

the animal tried to kill Lewis, and ran him into the top of an 
apple tree, and he- called loudly for help. Jim finally came to his 
rescue, and when he got in hallowing distance, Lewis yelled out: 

w-a-i-t t-i-1-1 


j 




i-a-1-1!” 

♦ 

It is on this mountain, adjoining the Patterson lands, that the 
“Red Springs” Branch has its source, and it is a part of the old 
Schermerhorn patent, which was once claimed by Dr. Martin, a 
noted French physician and chemist, who located years before the 
war at the Blue Sulphur Springs, in Greenbrier County, and built 
his brick bath-houses, laboratory, etc., and pretended to buy this 
mountain country, including the “Red Springs 


t * 


He ran long 


strips of rail fence around it, and took possession. Like many 
foreigners, his ideas of liberty were crude, he deciding what he 
could, convert in possession of the soil was his bv right, and thus 
he undertook to force and claim this mountain, but was ousted of 
title and possession when die true owner came to claim his own. 
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BURDETT. 

"[here are a number of families of this name in the county; 
but, so far as I am able to ascertain, they all sprang from one com¬ 
mon source—St. Clair Burdett, of, Green Sulphur District, com¬ 
monly-known as “Sincler.” lie lived all his hfe in that country. 

* — 

.principally on Laurel Creek and its waters. He died in the win¬ 
ter of 1906-7, near Xew Richmond, at the advanced age of one 
hundred and five years. The date of his birth is not known to a 
day, but at the time of his death he was undoubtedly the oldest 
man in the countv. He was all his life a peaceable, harmless man, 
and had no aspirations for wealth or social distinction. He was 
not educated, and lived b) r toil, and had no troubles, leading a 
tranquil, peaceful, easy existence. He was a Democrat in poli¬ 
tics, and attended probably every election after he became a voter 
until his death, except that of 1906. His mind remained active 
until his death, which resulted from the inhrmitiec zi 
from disease. 


& '-j 


i(_l il*Jl 


Mr. Burdett reared a larue family, and his descendants 


are 


scattered far and wide oyer the land. One son, Joseph Green, 

W_ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

married Miss Sarah Withrow, a daughter of Samuel H. Withrow, 
and died a few years ago. He lived for a number of vears at the 

- o 

mouth of the Benbever (Yanbibber) Hollow, on Lick Creek, on 
the place now owned bv Joseph S. Zickafoose. 

a. X 

Giles H. Burdett. another son, resides now on Laurel (.'reek, 
as does also Peck Burdett. W ashington E. Burdett, an enterpris¬ 
ing salesman for the Hutchison Stevenson Company, hatters, of 
Charlestcm. West Virginia, is a grandson of St. Clair and a son 
of Giles II. Joseph Burdett. “Fiddler Toe,’' now of Fayette, is 
also a grandson. 

There was also Lewis Burdett, a singular man. who lived on 

o 

Keeney’s Knob, near the Hurley place, for some years. 

The late “Jeff” Withrow, the merchant, who died at Xew Rich¬ 
mond a few years ago, married a granddaughter of St. Clair; also, 
William E. Burdett, the lumberman, of Charleston, was a grand¬ 
son, who died some years ago at Charleston. 


CHARLES A. BABER. 

We have the pleasure of inserting in this book the portrait of 
our old friend and schoolmate. Charles A. Baber, who now resides 
at ihc mouth of Indian, on a part of the old Fowler place, which 
















































































































































































































































































HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


67; 


he owns in fee simple. He is a son of the Rev. Powhatan B. 
Baber, who lived and died near Red Sulphur Springs, in Monroe 
Countv. He died on the 2d dav of Februarv. 1900. at the age of 

9 •* • O. 

seventy-five years. 

« 

from Southwest Virginia, in 
Baber was a minister in the 


The Baber family were originally 
Bedford County. Rev. Powhatan B. 


Christian Church, and was one of the 


• a 


best citizens m 


Monroe 


Countv. being a resident thereof for seventy rears. He was a man 

9 4 • ~ • 

of strong and fixed convictions, adhering strictly to the laws of 
God and abiding by those of his country. He was a Whig in po¬ 
litical views before the war, and a Prohibitionist after. His son, 
the subject of this sketch, is a sincere Republican. As between 
the Democratic and Republican parties, the father believed in the 
tariff views and other policies of the Republican party in prefer¬ 
ence to those of the Democratic. At one time he was the nominee 
on the Fusion ticket of his county to represent Monroe in the State 


Legislature, at a time when the county was 



ocratic and no prospect for election. Charles A. Baber was born 
on the 31st dav of January, 1858. in Monroe County, residing on 

his father’s farm, of which he is now the owner, until his major¬ 
ity, being the youngest of the family of three sons, George W.. 
who died in Chicago a few years ago, and four daughters. One 

of his brothers. Granville, is an able minister and missionary of 

* 

the Seventh Dav Adventist Church, having been a missionary in 

• o 

Chili for a number of years. His son Karl is now a medical ;>tu- 
dent at Battle Creek Medical College, in Michigan. 

o o 

Hon. E. L. Dunn married the oldest daughter Mattie: 

O 

Emma Y. married J. P. Williams; Fannie married Charles Cald¬ 
well. and Ella X. married Hon. Chas. M. Via, now deceased. 

The subject of this sketch was married on the 14th day of May, 
1882. to Miss Jennie Miller, of Hans Creek, in Monroe County, 


and is the father of nine living children, his oldest son, Powhatan, 
following the steps of his grandfather, being a minister of the 
Christian Church, and now a student of Bethany College. 

Chas. A. Baber, like the majority of the young men of his time, 
had his own beginning to make, and without anv assistance has 

• » » i ’ # 

acquired a considerable fortune for these days and times. He re¬ 
sides on a good farm at the mouth of Indian Creek, besides the 
old “Baber Homestead.” the Indian Creek roller dour mill, which 
has iateiv been acquired by a joint stock company; the Indian 
Mills Supply Co., of which he was the promoter, chief stockholder 
and the president. He attended the public schools and the State 
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Normal School at Concord, in the famous session of 1878, along 
with the writer, H. Ewart, the late J. W. Hinkle, Harvey Lewis, 
Mrs. Mark jarrett, the Misses Ella and Stella Ewart, Clark Ellis, 
Professor Janies E. Ilolroyd, Bettie M. B. Lively, who afterwards 
married Professor Uolroyd, and others. After leaving school he 
adopted the occupation of farming, which he has followed with 
incidental connections with other business enterprises, including 
stock dealing, and the operation of Indian Mills, with his father 
as part owner. 

In politics he has always been a consistent Republican, sup¬ 
porting its tickets and nominees in practically every campaign, 
not being so hidebound, however, as to follow political bosses to 
the detriment of the interest of his country. He has never been 
an aspirant for political office, nor a candidate tor any position, 
except at one time his neighbors elected him president of the 
Board of Education of Eorest Hill District, when the Democrats 
had a majority, although there has never been a time when he 
could not have received tlw n..uuitiation tor anv office in his countv 
he would have accepted at the hands of his own party. He is a 
man of excellent judgment in business affairs, entirely sober, hon¬ 
est. and has the confidence of the community, and is one of the 
most influential men in his part of the county. 

In the political campaign of 1904, he took sides with the “old- 
timers," and opposed the ‘‘hoppers" and new converts to his party, 
taking the entire control of the management of the campaign of 
that wing of his party in Forest Hill District; and in a clean-cut 
issue between the two factions of his party in his district at the 
party primaries in that campaign, the entire party supported Mr. 
Baber, with the exception of twelve voters, who followed Mr. L. 
G. Lowe, the leader in .that district of the opposing faction, and 
a very prominent as well as popular man. d his is mentioned to 
illustrate the character and strength of the man among his neigh¬ 
bors. ' 

James R. Baber was the ancestor of the Baber family in this 

^ • _ 

region. He was the father of Rev. P. B. Baber, Hostin Baber and 

© 

Granville Baber. He was born in 1783, and died at the age of 
eighty vears. Granville Baber went to California in the davs of 

o * * ~ 

the gold discoveries and excitements, and returned, bringing ten 
thousand dollars in gold attached to his person. Hostin Baber 
lived for niar.v vears on Wolf Creek, and died a few vears ago, 
leaving Tamo R. Baber, who married a Miss Rush, now residing 




on Beech Run, in Jumping Branch District. John Baber and 
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J. LEE BARKER. 

Surveyor, Teacher and Farmer. 

* 
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Charles Baber, his other sons, are now in the employ of the C. & 

O. Ry. Company, and reside in Hinton. Kostin Baber was a cele¬ 
brated auctioneer in his day. 

Rev. Powhatan B. Baber was born on the 14th of Seotember, 

X / 

1824, and died February 3, 1900. He was born in Bedford Countv, 
Virginia. He was a fine shoe and boot maker, as well as a minis¬ 
ter of the gospel and farmer. He married Miss Caroline Tuggle, 
who died on the 26th of August, 1904. 


1 

Cl 1 1VI 


GENEALOGY OF THE BARKER FAMILY IN WEST 

VIRGINIA. 

James Barker was born in 1726, and w r as an Englishman and 
captain of a British man-of-war. lie married a Miss Smith, a dis¬ 
tinguished lady of Portsmouth England, in the year 1751. From 
them sprung Jacob Barker, in 1761, a boatman on the James 
Rivci, who limn ltd Susan Garner, of French descent, in 1766, 
from them sprung William A. Barker, in 1796, who married Miss 
Sarah Hobbs, a woman of distinguished intellectuality, born in 

o ~ 7 

Bedford County, Virginia, in 1S00, and married in 1817, and from 
this union sprung James B. Barker, in 1818: Mary V. Barker, in 
1820; M. C. Barker, in 1821; YVm. E. Barker, in 1824; A. L. Bar¬ 
ker, in 1826; Thos. J. Barker, in 1828. and Francis S. Barker, in 
1830. M. C. Barker, who settled finally on the GatlitF land, was 
born in 1821, and married Miss lulia A. Lilly, who was born in 
1827, daughter of Robert C. Lilly, a prosperous planter and slave¬ 
owner, in 1842. 

0 

M. C. Barker settled in the West, Thos. J. 


The brothers of M. C. Barker settled in the W est, Thos. 
Barker being a weallhv banker of Kansas Citv, Kansas. 

o * 

M. C. Barker was one of the sturdy and thrifty settlers of the 
county twenty odd years before the Civil War. He removed from 
Giles County in 1842, and married Miss lulia A. Lilly, one of the 
great family of that name, who settled the country west of New 
River. He first settled on Beech Run, but later purchased the 
-old GatlifT bottom, formerly owned bv Anderson Pack, the hot- 
tom being one of the Gatliff patents, and is one of the most fertile 


and productive tracts of land in the county. He was a man ot tine 
business sense, and noted for his love of peace. bHng the mediator 
by which many neighborly disputes were amicably settled, and 
enemies made into friends by reason of his good services. He 
was a man of fine physique and judgment in business and other 
matters. He was justice of the peace at one time before the war. 
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back in 1859, and was justice also during the war, and at the time 
he was taken prisoner, the Union soldiers carrying him to Beck- 
ley, before General Haves, who discharged him after three months' 
imprisonment. 

By his last will his wife retained control of his fine home farm 
and other property, the same eventually reverting in fee to his 
son Tames and two daughters—Ollie, who married John Webb, 
and Frances, who married John Bradberry. He was, at the time of 
the change in the Constitutional Convention abolishing the county 
courts, president, elected for a full term. He was later an inde¬ 
pendent candidate for delegate to the Legislature, but was de¬ 
feated bv the regular Democratic candidate. 

o 

His son, William A., died early in life, unmarried. His daugh¬ 
ter, Mary E., married Janies Lilly, and resides now in Raleigh 
County. Robert J., who married Miss Malot, died in the Confed¬ 
erate Army during the war between the States. The next son 
was John W., an enterprising and successful farmer, who resides 
on die oui Liark plantation near the mouth of Bluestone, and is 
also a silversmith ami a reliable surveyor. He married Miss Me¬ 
lissa M. Meador. Tlios. Benton, the next son, resides on a farm 
in Jumping Branch District, and is a successful farmer. He mar¬ 
ried Miss Harriet Lilly. Tallies L. married Miss Emma Jordan, 
a daughter of Hon. G. L. Jordan, and, after her death, Miss Alice 
Johnson. He died in 1888. Sarah M. married Tames H. Gore, and 
died in 1892. Julia A. married William Houchins, Jr., of Pipestem, 
a prominent farmer, teacher and merchant. 

Tonathan Lee Barker resides on the Tames Roles farm, at the 
mouth of Bluestone, a part of the old Anderson Pack lands. Ht 
is a successful farmer and survevor, as well as one of trie successful 
teachers of the county,*and prominent in Republican politics. He 
was at one time the nominee of his party for member of the county 
court, but was defeated by reason of the party being in the mi¬ 
nority. In 1904 he was appointed by Governor Dawson to re¬ 
assess the real estate of the county at its true and actual value 
under the new tax system then coming into existence. His as- 

* O 

sessment was very generally satisfactory and hut few complaints 
were heard, being much more satisfactory than in the adjoining 
counties. No appeals were taken from his judgment, and but few, 
it any, changes made, and only complaints where an error was 
made, which was promptly corrected. His work in this line should 
be verv gratifying', as usually great dissatisfaction arises from 
work of this character. Mr. Barker was also a member of the 
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Board of Examiners of the county for a term of four years, and 
has taught in the public schools for twenty-six years. He is also 
a notary public and a careful business man. 

The first clock ever made in West Virginia was made by a 
cousin of M. C. Barker, [ohn Barker, rnanv Years ago. 


The oldest son of J. L. Barker, Dr.-Barker, graduated 

in medicine at the University of Louisville in 1906, and is now 
practicing his profession in the State of Kansas. He graduated at 
twenty-one years of age—as young as it is possible for any person 
to graduate in that profession. 

Dr. Joseph L. Barker, the youngest son of M. C. Barker,, gradu¬ 
ated front the University of Kansas, and has for the past several 
years practiced his profession in that State. He was one of the 
witnesses for the State in the celebrated trial of J. Speed Thomp¬ 
son, at Lewisburg, in 1886. for the killing of Elbert Fowler. M. D. 
Barker resides in Greenbrier County, having married Miss Eliza¬ 
beth lohnatou, of that countv. 

•• •» 

R. E. Barker, a son of John \V., also graduated in medicine 
from the University of Kansas, and is a practicing physician in 
Kansas at this time, at Kansas City. Ethan Barker, another son 
of John W., is in his third year in taking a medical course in the 
Medical College of Louisville. 

I am under obligations to Mr. Jonathan Lee Barker for many 

* % * 

incidents of interest incorporated in this book, and for which he 
is entitled to credit, as he has taken much interest in procuring 
data for me. 

R. J. Barker, above mentioned son of M. C. Barker, is in Kan¬ 
sas City, Kansas, and was one of the engineers who surveyed out 
Oklahoma, and a member of the first Legislature of that Territory, 
and introduced the bill establishing the Agricultural Experimental 
College at Guthrie, Okla., and was made the first president of this 
college by appointment of President Harrison, at a salary of $2,000 
per year, and was postmaster at Crescent City for a dozen years. 

The following poem was written and set to music by Jonathan 
Lee Barker: 


All Hail to Summers! 


( COPYRIGHTED.) 


Oh, Summers for me! ves. dear Summers for me! 

The land of the noble, the home of the free! 

Where peace and contentment throughout the good land 
Are showered on all bv a generous hand. 
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Chorus: 

Then hail to thee. Summers! yes, all hail to thee! 
Thy hills and thy rills are delightful to me; 

* O 1 

7 here s room in thy borders for all who may come, 
And a welcome for all who will make thee their home, 
Who will make thee their home. 

O er hill and o’er dell, wheresoever you roam, 

There's always a welcome in some happy home, 

Where maidens are singing and laughing with glee, 

In innocent mirthfulness and ecstasy. 

The fairest of flowers adorn every hill, 

* 

And the eve is enchanted by brooklet and rill; 
School-houses and churches are on every hand,— 

All these make a country both lovelv and grand. 


building a cot- 


HON. WILLIAM WITHERS ADAMS. 

It is a pleasure and a duty the writer owes to the memory, and 
to pay some tribute to a deceased friend, that he writes of William 
Withers Adams. 

Mr. Adams came to this county soon after its formation, and 
made his home at llinton, in that part of the town now under the 
municipal jurisdiction within the territory of Avis, 
tage on the ground now occupied by Mr. II. Ewart, which ground 
he afterwards sold to Major F»enj. S. Thompson. lie took part 
in the legal battles growing out of the question of the location of 
the county seat, and formed a copartnership for the practice of the 
law with the Hon. Fount W. MaHood, a son of the late Judge 
A. MaHood, of Princeton. Mercer County. Mr. Adams was a na¬ 
tive of Petersburg, Virginia, the son of a Methodist minister. His 

o o 

wife was a Miss Withers. He was educated by an uncle, Dr. 
Withers of Petersburg, graduating at the University of Virginia, 
taking his degrees, and was one of the foremost in his cla^s, tak¬ 
ing the orator’s medal. He firH practiced law in the city of Rich- 

V 

mond. Va., before coming to Hinton. After the death of Mr. Ma¬ 
Hood and of Elbert Fowler, he and the writer formed a copartner¬ 
ship, under the stvle of Adams & Miller, which continued until the 
date of his death, in April, 1895. 

After the death of hi-; uncle in Petersburg, whose property he 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


683 


inherited, he continued to practice law in tlie city of Hinton un¬ 
til his removal to Charleston, seeking a broader field for his abil¬ 
ity, in the year 1884, in which city he resided until his death, be¬ 
ing at that time the senior member of the firm of Adams, Couch 
& Smith, of Charleston, \Y. \ a. 

In politics he was a sincere believer in the policies of the 
Democratic party, and advocated its cause from the stump and the 
hustings, being one of the most eloquent and forcible speakers in 
the Democratic ranks in his time. He was averse to being a. can- 
didate for anv office. 

• i 

In 1880 the writer had determined on making the study of the 

practice of the law as a profession, and applied to Mr. Adams for 

books, aid and instruction, which was readily granted, and it seemed 

to me, while under his tutorship, that it was hardly reasonable 

to believe that one man knew as much law as he seemed to be 

familiar with. He was nominated in the vear 1S7S as the Demo- 

* 

cratic candidate for State Senate from this district, over Pis pro¬ 
test. His friends had to drag him into a seat and hold him there 
until the convention adjourned, in order to prevent his then and 
there declining and refusing the nomination. His opponent was 
the Hon. William Prince, a very popular gentleman from Raleigh 
County, who ran as an Independent candidate, being supported by 
the Republican party and a number of Democrats who were op¬ 
posed to Mr. Adams on factional grounds; but party lines were 
not so closelv drawn, and he was elected by a creditable Majority. 

• • «' r 

He held this office for four years, taking a prominent place in the 
councils of the law-makers of the State, being an associate and col¬ 
league in the Senate with the Hon. R. F. Dennis, of Greenbrier 
County. 

He died very suddenly in Charleston, W. Va., of heart disease, 

leaving a wife, who died within a few years, and four children— 

\Ym. Withers and Wilcox, his two sons, and two daughters, Misses 

Sherred W. and Bessie, each of whom still resides in Charleston. 

His age at his death was about forty-four. Pie was an eminent 

Christian, affiliated with the Episcopal Church, and was practically 

the founder of that organization in Hinton, and largely financed 

the construction of that denomination’s first church edifice, St. 

Luke's Church, built of brick, one story, on the corner of Third 

Avenue and Temple Street, on the site of the present Episcopal 

Church, and which was blown down and destroyed by a severe 

• ^ 

thunder storm some years ago, and on the site of which the wooden 
church structure has been built on the old foundation. Mr. Ad- 
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ams largely paid for this brick building out of his own private 

means. He and Messrs. C. L. Thompson. Major B. S. Thompson, 

and their families, with Captain A. A. Atkinson and his family, 

were the main support of that church organization in this city for 
a number of years. 

Mr. Adams had the confidence of all the people. He was a 
great lawyer, and they believed in him. He was unselfish, patient, 
of great tact, and stood for the common people. His kindliness of 
heart, gentleness of character, lack of resentfulness, without malice 
or hatred, always ready to forgive an insult or unkindness, and 
to bestow charity and mercy. All of these characteristics he pos- 
sessed in an eminent degree, and it is a matter of iinpossibilitv to 
give this Christian gentleman the merit to which he was entitled, 
and tlie writer owes much to his teaching and his example—a debt 
of gratitude which he will never be able to repay. 

He was a Knight Templar in Masonry, and he was buried bv 
that fraternity. 


THE PRINCE FAMILY. 

Burke and E. O. Prince were pioneer settlers in the city of 

Hinton, ana are sons of the late Edwin Prince, of Becklev, West 

* 

Virginia. W e are enabled to give something of the Prince geneal- 

v. ’ o O O 

ogy through the courtesy of Hon. I. C. Prince, of Becklev, a son 
of the late Hon. Wm. Prince. 

E. O. Prince, one of the first settlers of the town of Hinton, 
with his brother. Burke, was engaged in the hardware business for 
a number of years. Afterwards, Burke Prince removed to the 
city of Bluefield, where he died by his own hand from temporary 
insanity, supposed to‘have been caused by unfortunate business 
reverses. E. O. Prince was the second cashier of the Bank of Hin¬ 
ton, of which establishment he was in charge for a number of vears, 
and is >till a resident of the city of Hinton, as clerk at the Chesa¬ 
peake Hotel. 

First in the history of this family we have John Prince, who 
was rector of East Sheftord Church. Berkshire, England, and who 
married a daughter of Dr. Toldenburv, of Oxford. England. There 
were four-sons born of this marriage and seven daughters. 

Second—-John Prince, the eldest son of John No. 1, born at 
East Sheflford, England, in 1610. came to America in 1633, and 
married Alice Honor, of Watertown, Mass., in Mav. 1637. of which 
there were the following issue: John, Elizabeth, Job. Joseph, Mar- 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WM. WITHEUS ADAMS, 
Christian. Lawyer, Orator and Statesman. 





























































































HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


685 


tha, Samuel, Benjamin, Isaac and Thomas. John Prince was the 
elder of the church at Hull, Mass., for thirty-four years, and died 
at that place on August 6, 1676. 

Third—Isaac Prince was born at rlull. Mass., July 9, 1654, and 
married Mary Turner, of Boston, in 1679, leaving the following- 
named children: Alice, Isaac. Elisha, David, Jacob, James and 
Joseph. He died at Boston, Mass., in 1718. This Prince was a 
sea captain, and spent several years in the naval service of the 
United States. 

Fourth—Joseph Prince was born at Boston, in 1694, and mar¬ 
ried Mary Townsend, of Boston, in 1722, of which marriage were 
born the following children: Joseph, Isaac, Abijah, Mary Jane 
and Ballard. 

Fifth-—James Prince was born January. 28, 1734, at Boston, 
Mass., and married Mary Saunders, of New York City, June 20, 
1762. Elis children were named James, who was born in 1766, and 
died June 11, 1826, at Porto Rico, in the West Indies; Marv. the 
mother of General Alfred Beckley, late of Beckley, W. Ya., was 
born in 1772, at New York, and died July 17, 1833. at Lexington, 

Ky.; Joseph, Margaret, Isaac, the grandfather of Hon. I. C. Prince, 
and Thomas. 

Sixth—Isa 


This gentleman was also a seaman. 


— Isaac Prince was born June 1, 1782, at Baskenbridge. 
N. ].. ami married Mary Clarkston, of St. Kitts, West Indies, June 
6, 1810, and died at Philadelphia, December 5, 1866. Their chil¬ 
dren were: Clarkston, Anna, William, Sarah, Edwin, Isaac, Julia 
Maria and Alfred. 

Isaac Prince was the father of the late Edwin Prince, William 
Prince and Clarkston Prince, who emigrated to and settled in Ra- 

\ 7 


leigh County, in 1836, Edwin coming to that county a year later 
than William and Clarkston, and General Alfred Beckley locating 
in that county at the same date. 

General Alfred Beckley was the son of the first clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives, and was a graduate of 
West Point Military Institute, and a general of militia before the 
late Civil War. He was one of the patentees of the famous Moore 
and Beckley grant of land, a large survey located in the counties 
of Summers and Raleigh, the larger part being in the latter countv. 

O i o * 

General Beckley was a fine engineer and scholar, and a celebrated 

* 

man in this region of the country, and died only a few years ago 
at his home, known as “Wildwood." at Beckley. W. Va. While 
a very intelligent 'and scholarly gentleman of the old Virginia “F. 
F. V." type, he was not fortunate in business ventures. His son, 
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John Beckley, resides at Beckley, West Virginia, a very intelligent, 
Christian, conscientious and gentlemanly man, and is now engaged 
in the mercantile business. He was clerk of the county court of 
that county for some eighteen or twenty years. 

The descendants of Glarkston and William Prince live princi¬ 


pally in Raleigh County. William Prince at one time represented 
Raleigh Countv in the l egislature of West Virginia, as did also 

* o O 7 

his son, Hon. I. C. Prince, a capitalist now residing at Beckley, 
W. Ya., and one of the founders of the Bank of Raleigh, and its 
vice-president. William Prince, another son, resides at Prince 
Station, and is one of the principal coal operators of this section 

of the State, fames Prince was one of the earlv settlers of Hin- 

♦ +* 

ton, engaging in the mercantile business, and afterwards served 


one term as postmaster of that town, and is now the postmaster 
at Prince Station. His daughter married our townsman, Hon. 
Frank Livelv. the attornev. 

1 he onlv member ol the Prince fainiiv now residing in the 
county is E. O. Prince. a son of Edwin Prince. Edwin Prince was 
one of the most sueessful business men in this section of the State, 
leaving an estate at his death, some eight years ago, estimated to 
be in value SI 50,000. One of his sons. Geo. H. Prince, married a 
daughter of the late Dr. Tohn G. Manser, Miss A. G. Manser, who 
resides since the death of her husband at Burden, Kansas, having 

r 

located there with her father when he emigrated to Kansas, a few 

O * 

vears before his death. 


CHARLES GARTEN, SR. 


Charles Garten, §r., was born on Wolf Creek, near the pres¬ 
ent postoffice of Buck, then Monroe County, on April 5, 1818. He 

was a son of Charles Garten, of near Greenville. Monroe County, 
who removed to Wolf Creek about 1810. The father of the sub¬ 


ject of this sketch died when he was nine years old, and his mother 
died when he was fourteen years old. He worked for a number 
of years on the farm of Isaac Carden, which is the larm now owned 
by the Greenbrier Springs Company, at the low price of seven dol¬ 
lars per month. In December, 1844, he married Miss Rhoda W ood- 
rum, the daughter of John Woo drum., \yho also lived on Wolf 
Creek, a mile above the present postoffice of Buck. He settled on 


a farm on the mountain a mile and a half from where he was born, 
and on which plantation he still resi4.es. He was the lather of 
seven children, Mrs. D. S. Thompson, of Forest Hill;. Mrs. Oliver 
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Scott, of Table Rock. Raleigh County; Mrs. f. D. Bolton, Mrs. H. A. 
Bolton, of Forest Hill: Charles \V. Garten, now residing at Athens. 
'Tennessee, and John R. < iarten, who lives on the Garten planta¬ 
tion with his father. Charles Garten, Sr. 

Mr. Garten is a man of sterling character, and has been a 
member of the Missionary Baptist Church and one of its chief 
supporters and officials for many years. lie has always been a 
Democrat in political faith, and followed the leaders of that great 
party through all of its vicissitudes. By his good business sense 
and management he has accumulated a comfortable fortune, which 
at this time he has largely distributed among his children, giving 
t<> each a comfortable home. Mr. Garten resides in the neighbor- 




hood of the old Pollard survey of 2,500 acres, of-which he was the 
owner of a considerable portion. This has been a famous survey 
b\ reason of the litigation growing out of the fact of junior pat¬ 
entees claiming various parts thereof, and on which they had paid 


Ho for n timhiK< 


r* r 


A ” 


o rtrs 


T + 




ill 


f ^ 4“ 1 n / 

X V V. v A in A 


prwvwt farm of 


J. M. and \Y. X. Allen, T. M. Hutchinson, O. C. Hutchinson. Mas- 


ton Hutchinson heirs, John \Y. I.owe, 


Clasburn, A. H. 


Saunders. E. L. Saunders, R. E. Saunders. Mrs. Wilbur Ramsey, 
\Y. L. Crawford, H. T. Shieler. C. W. Garten, T. R. Webb, Jordan 


Taylor, John R. Garten and others. This land, which at one time 
was not considered of sufficient value to warrant the owners in 
paying the taxes, has in recent years been sold for as much as 
$28.00 per acre, and portions of which can not be bought for even 
that price. 

Mr. Garten started as a very poor boy; carried oats on his back 
to Tved Sulphur Springs and sold them to get a start, and to pre¬ 
vent the constables frgm levying on his horse, of which he had 
only one. He worked himself and paid off his early debts, and 
decided not to make any more, and lived up to this resolution. 

The wisdoai of Mr. Garten was shown in the early clays by se¬ 
curing the ownership of a portion of these valuable lands at a 
minimum price, appreciating the fact that in the future their act¬ 
ual value would become known in the markets. The Pollard 
heirs, who were Southerners, after the appreciation in value of this 
real estate, brought suits against many of the occupants, who were 
victorious in the litigation. These suits were brought at Union., 
in Monroe County, and the people were defended by Hon. Allen 

T. Caperton. These suits were determined in the early fifties and 
sixties. 
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Charles Garten, though now a very aged man, retains undimnied 
both his physical and mental faculties. He resides with his son, 
John R. Garten, an enterprising farmer, at the old homestead. 
While his other son. C. W. Garten, Jr., in recent years emigrated, 
and is engaged in business at Athens. Tenn. While in this coun¬ 


try he was 


a prominent Democratic politician and farmer. 


Clyde Garten, one of the grandsons of Charles Garten, is one 

of the most enterprising and best educated farmers and teachers 

in this section. Charles Garten can remember when there were 

no inhabitants at the head of Wolf Creek, which was settled about 

1830, and no one on the Zion Mountain excebt a family of free 
" 1 ^ 

negroes, known as the Aarons, and an old gentleman by the name 
of Sam Collins and his family. 

In 1830 or 1835 Rev. Edw. Woodson bought the John Peters 
farm, one mile east of Forest Hill, and settled thereon. He was 
the first resident Baptist minister in that part of the country. Mr. 
Gai icn is one of the oid pioneers in this region of the country, 
having no educational advantages, not being able to read or write, 
but he is a gentleman of good business accomplishments. 

o c i 

Martin Keadle. now ninety years old. i> one of the most re¬ 
markable men in Summers Count}'. He is hale and hearty, and 
has the appearance of being not more than .sixty-five t ears of age. 
Both his mental and physical faculties are unimpaired. 

The Cadies were among the old settlers in the Bluestone and 
Jumping Branch region. 


BALDWIN LOYD FIOGE. 

B. L. Hoge, now a citizen of Los Angeles, Calhornia. was tor 
eighteen years the clerk of the circuit court of Summers County. 
He first emigrated to this county from Mercer, about the time of 
the formation of the county, and became deputy clerk of the cir¬ 
cuit court under Allen H. Meador. After the expiration of Mr. 
Meador's term, he was elected for three successive terms of six 
years each, practically holding that position for a period of twenty- 
four vears, and during the history-making period of tHe county 
prior to this date. His first selection was in October, 1878. After 
holding the office for a period of twenty-four years, he was suc¬ 
ceeded by the present incumbent, W. H. Bowie. and was imme¬ 
diately following elected mavor of the citv of Hinton, holding 

* i • 
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that office for a term of two years. At the expiration of same, he 
emigrated to California with his family. 

Mr. Hoge was a native of Giles County, Virginia, and served 
in his youth as one of the gallant fighters of Kemper’" Brigade. 
Pickett’s Division. Army of Northern Virginia. He was born in 

^ o 

1845, reared and educated in his native county until the spring of 
1862, when he enlisted in Company “D.” 7th Virginia Infantry’ as 

a private. Throughout the remainder of the war he was identi¬ 


fied with the distinguished service of his command, participating 

with unfailing devotion and hraverv in the great conflicts of the 

*- \ 

Southern Armv. Among the engagements in which he served rnav 
be mentioned Manassas, Williamsburg, Seven Pines, Seven Days' 
Battle Around Richmond. Second Manassas. Boonsboro, Sharps- 
burg, Fredericksburg. Gettvsburg, Plvmouth, X. C.: Drewerv'- 

* 1 • o ■ • 

Bluff, and Second Cold Harbor. He was wounded in the thigh 
pt Wiilianishnrg. but escaped ir.iurv in the famous charge of Pick- 


tiib Di\ iMun at bcuvdniic. ui w hich 1 


ne participated 


He was 


just twenty years old at the close of the war in April, 1865. 

In 1870 he removed from Giles County to Princeton. Mercer 
County, and served there as deputy clerk of the circuit court. Five 
vears later lie came to Hinton, and served here in this countv. as 

m •> 

stated, eighteen years as clerk, and six years as deputy. He was 
always known as Bolly Floge. and was distinguished foi his cour¬ 
tesy as a public servant. 

He was married in 1875 to Kate Young, a daughter of I. G. 
and Mahalia Young, of Summers Countv, and thev have six chi!- 
dren— Roy R.. a lawver in California; Fffie S.. who married a Mr. 
Wvgal. who also resides in California; Harrv P., a traveling "ales- 

• O » O 

man, now located in ‘Hinton. W. Ya.; Lacy \V.. Frank P. and 
Fred L. Mr. Hoge was a brother-in-law of Messrs I. G. Young 
and Harvey Young, of New’ River, and of the late I. G. Young, the 
merchant, who died in Hinton, some eighteen months prior to this 
writing. Mr. Hoge was clerk of the circuit court during the in- 
cumbencv of judge McWhorter’s first term, judge Holt's two terms 
and a part of Judge Campbell's term, as judges of the circuit court. 

After his marriage to Miss Young he erected a residence on 
the river bank in the city of Upper Hinton, which was washed 
away ir. the great flood of 1878. with all of his personal belongings, 
after which he purchased a lot and erected a residence near the 
court Iinusc in Hinton, which property is now owned by T. H. 
i-illv. tin* lumber merchant. 
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THE BARTON FAMILY. 

James Barton was the ancestor of the present Barton family 
of Summers County. He moved to what is now Forest Kill Dis¬ 
trict from Bedford Countv, Virginia, seventy years aero. Sixty 

- o - ^ 

years ago he bought land on what is now known as Barton’s 
Ridge, upon which he built a log residence. This house is yet 
standing, and one of the old landmarks of that neighborhood of 
the early pioneer settlements. The land was very heavily timbered 
in that region, but he lived to see the most of it improved, cleared 
and cultivated, tie lived to the good old age of ninety-three years. 
His wife lived to the age of eightv-t\\ 

^—- C/ mf 




ro years. 


Her maiden name 
was Susan Martin, a daughter of folm Martin, another one of the 

4 ' % 

earlv settlers of this county. 

lames Barton, the ancestor, raised six children, four bovs and 
~ 7 * 

two girls, whose names were as follows: Willis, Elizabeth, An¬ 


drew, Toel. Tamp* and Eliza. Willis 


r> - 




rt. mi is ihc oldest child, 


and was born June 23, 1830. and lived to be eighty-three years old. 
The only child of James Barton, the ancestor, now living, is Mrs. 
Eliza Noble. Willis Barton married Rachel Xeelv. daughter of 

- o 

John Neely. Her mother was the daughter of James Swinney, 
one among the oldest settlers of the New River country. He 

O J 

moved to the place where James Barton now resides, known as 
the "Wilson Swinney” place, about the year 1S12, where he lived 
until his death, about 1895. Seventy-five acres of the land where 
James Barton now lives was granted to him by patent from the 
Governor of Virginia on the first day of March, 1810; John Tyler, 
afterwards President of the United States, being then Governor of 
that Commonwealth. Eighty acres of that farm he purclmsed from 
Frances Farley, who received his grant to the same on the 15th 
day of October, 1786, which grant was signed by the great orator, 
Patrick Henry, then Governor of the Commonwealth of Ybginia. 

This region was also early settled by the Farleys and Wileys, 
and before the Indians had entirely abandoned the New River 
country. It was Bob Wiley who killed an Indian, and cut a large 
piece of skin from his back, from which he made a razor strop. 

fame> Swinney, an uncle of lames Barton, was one of the sol- 
diers in the Indian wars, and was with the armies against the In¬ 
dians in the Kanawha Valiev, and was probably with General 
Lewis at the Indian battle of Point Pleasant. 

Mr. James F. Barton, who now owns the “Swinney farm,” on 
which he resides, is sixty-three _\ears old, and it is due to his cour- 
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tesy that I am indebted for information concerning the Barton 
family. 

James F. Barton, in reply to a letter from the writer about this 

time, says: “There are great changes in the country around about 

here. Some are claiming that there has been a great advance in 

the last forty years, and probably there has been in some things: 

but give me back the good old days of my boyhood, when nearly 

evervbodv was honest, and their word as good as their bond and 

. % 

security. There was much more friendship and sociability among 
the people then than now. All the fastenings the people had to 
their doors then were either a thumb latch or string to tie doors 
on the outside when they left home, and they were safer then 
than now, with all the locks that can be put on them. Forty years 
ago New River was a beautiful, clear stream of pure water, with 
an abundant Mipply of the best species of fish; now it is so pol¬ 
luted with mud and other filth that the waters are hardly fit to 
snalrl n boo* with besides the fish are nearly all extinct. When i 
can first remember, most of the upland in this section was heavily 

timbered; but now it is nearly all cleared that is worth clearing, 

7 * 7 

and a good deal of it worn out. The people worked hard then, 
but thev were much healthier and stronger than now, and most of 

► O 


the women could do as much work on the farm as the men 
can do now. Since I have been writing this, and thinking over 

O 7 o 

the past, it has brought many sad iecollections to my mind, but 
not so sad as when I look forward into the future and think what 
a few years will bring on our posterity. Only a few years 
ago people would go long distances to attend church, but now the 
majority of people will pass by a church meeting to attend a pic¬ 
nic. Most of mv ancestors were members of the New River 
Primitive Baptist Church. When I was a boy they had no church 
houses in this neighborhood, but would hold their meetings at the 

o o 


residences of the neighbors, sometimes with one, then with an- 

c* 7 

other, and all seemed to enjoy their meetings, and without fear of 
pistols being carried to preaching. The young people had much 
more manners then than now, with all their boasted education. 
There is another great evil that is now sapping the life of young 
men that we didn’t have fifty years ago, and that is the cigarette 
habit.” 

I quote the above in full from a letter received from Mr. Bar¬ 
ton, bearing date December 20, 1905. He is one of the most intel¬ 
ligent farmers of the county, and a man of original good sense, 
his educational opportunities having been limited to six or seven 


months. 
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REV. HENRY DILLON. 

Henry Dillon is a native of West Virginia, born June 23, 1S54, 
at Red Sulphur Springs, in Monroe County, and is a son of Hen¬ 
derson Dillon, residing at and near the mouth of Indian Creek 
all his life. He lived a short time at Forest Hill, and now resides 
at Greenville, in Monroe County, with his daughter, Mrs. Minnie 

Houchms, the widow of the late Henrv Ilouchins, a Summers 

* ' 

County boy, who was reared at Indian Mills, and recently died 
near Greenville. 

Mr. Dillon has spent most of his life on a farm, being a black¬ 


smith by trade, and also engaged in the mercantile business. In 
1904 he sold his excellent farm, a part of the old Fowler planta¬ 
tion, at the mouth of Indian Creek, to Ward Simms, and removed 
to Missouri on the 10th day of February, 1904; from thence he 
went to Texas, remaining in that State, however, only five months, 
and from thence returning to his native county of Summers. By 
trade Mr. Dillon was a blacksmith and wagon-maker, and one of 

o ; 

the best in this country. His reputation for honor and fair dealing 
is as good as that of anv man now living. 

• r' O 

He devotes a large portion of his later years to the work of 
the Baptist ministry, having been ordained a» a minister of that 
church five vears ago. lie was the head of a family of three 

m * 

brothers—French, who recently died in Lexington, Ky.; James, 
who is also a minister in the Missionary Baptist Church, and 
Lewis. Mr. Dillon was married in 1871 to S. E. Witt, and by this 
union has seven children. 

He was elected to* the position of justice of the peace, but re¬ 
signed before the exoiration of his term, and was succeeded by 

O i 

James M. Keatlev. of Indian Mills. While Mr. Dillon was born 
of poor parents, and had his own mark to make in the world, he 
has succeeded bv his own thrift, energv. honest dealing and good 
judgment in accumulating a comfortable fortune, and making a 

J O C* f — 

name as one of the purest and noblest citizens of this or any other 
country. It mav he said of Henrv Dillon that he is one of nature’s 
noble men. which statement the writer many years ago heard ap¬ 
plied to him by his Fiend, the late Elbert Fowler, of whom Mr. 
Dillon was a great friend and admirer. 

The husband of Mr. Dillon's daughter. Henry Houchins. hav¬ 
ing died recently, leaving her with the care of a family of two 
small children, Mr. Dillon has taken up his home with her, in or- 
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der to aid her in the management of her farm and affairs. While 
Mr. Dillon found the \\ est—Missouri and Texas—a great country, 
he was glad to got back to the ancient hills of Summers, and onto 
his native heath, where he is now working at his old and manlv 

m/ 

trade (of winch he is not only not ashamed, but of which he is 
proud) of blacksmith and farming, and also ministering to the 


piritual wants 


of many people, being an 


eloquent and sincere 


Baptist. While in no settle a politician, he supports and yotes the 
Democratic ticket, and has been frequently urged by his neigh¬ 
bors to become a candidate for House of Delegates and other of¬ 
fices. He was on the ticket as deputy for ( >. T. Kesler in the race 
of the latter for the Democratic nomination in 1896. 


THE KEADLES. 

J'he first of the name to settle in America were two brothers. 


A h 


1/4 »44 \ 'w' * 


\ 1 \ r\ 1 ^ 


hraharn) and John Keadle. the former settling in Ma 
rvland and the latter in South Carolina. From Abraham descended 
the Readies of Monroe County, to*which family the subject of this 
sketch belongs. Hi> grandfather. James (1. Readle, was born and 
reared in Virginia (“Did Dominion”), where he married Lucinda 

Fades. si>ter to the late (leorge Fades, of Summers County, and 
settled near th.e famous < Ireenbrier W hite Sulphur Spring?*. He 
aftervyards moved to Monroe County, where they reared a family 
of thirteen children, five boys and eight girls: Abram, Lamaster. 
Andrew Jackson. James. Jr., and Henrv; Martha Ann, Susan, Eliza. 
Malinda, Sarah. Jenetta. Bell ( lsabell) and Margaret, all of whom 
married and were blessed with children (forty-two in all), save 
two. who bore no offspring. 

I 

Abram. J. E. Readies’ father, now living near Red Sulphur 
Springs, Monroe County, was born in 1820 (being now eighty-one 
years old. hale and hearty); reared near Union. Monroe County, 

♦ «r 

and married Virginia Whaites, who became the mother of two 

sons. William Franklin and James Edward, the latter being about 

* 

two years old when his mother died. His father then married 
Amelia Tuggle, of Monroe County, who bore five children : Mary, 


Amanda Arabell. Malinda Jane, Larken Dexter and Charles An¬ 
derson (now county superintendent of Monroe County, 19Q/). 

The father of F E. Readle served as 'lieutenant of a militia 
company from Southwestern Monroe (now Summers) County, and 
afterwards served at Richmond in the winter and spring of 1865. 

J. E. Keadle. born September 13. 1852, in Greenbrier County, 










694 


HISTORY - OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


near Organ Cave, grew to manhood in Monroe County, and en¬ 
gaged in the profession of teaching. He was elected county su¬ 
perintendent of free schools in Monroe County in the year 1889, 
and is now the county superintendent of Summers County, having 
been elected in 1906 for a term of four years. His marriage was 
solemnized near Crump’s Bottoms, Summers County, West. Vir¬ 
ginia, October 8. 1873, when Martha Ellen, daughter of James 

Cf * o ► 

(Jr.) and Sarah (Mann) Barton, became his wife. Her birth was 
at Crump’s Bottom, April 30, 1859, the date, and her parents were 
also natives of Summers County. Her mother died in the spring 
of 1865. Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Keadle (in 
Monroe County), of whom only three are living—James Welling¬ 
ton (teacher), born February 23, 1879; Rodolphus Elmer (now in 
United States Armv), born May 13. 1882, and Everett Emerson 

90 / J 

(citizen of Hinton, railway ticket agent and employe), born Sep¬ 
tember 9. 18S6, and was about a year old when his mother died 

near Union. Monrn^ County. 


In 1888, September 18th, Mr. Keadle married Martha Ellen Bar¬ 
ton, cousin of the first wife and daughter of James F. and Delilah 
(Garten) Barton, of Summers County. She was born September 
18, 1S70. Their union is blessed with eight children, four boys and 
four girls: William May (wife of Everett Young, of Hinton), 
born November 2, 1889; Byron Waldo, born November 26, 1891; 
Virginia Elizabeth, born August 17. 1895; Edward Russell, born 

1900; Olivia 


o, 


February 22. 1897; Roscoe Dexter, born June 
Lena, born August 24, 1902; Martha Fay, born April 23, 1905; and 
Dorsie, born July’ 1, 1907. 

Mr. Keadle is notv the oldest county superintendent of free 
schools in point of service in the State. Fie was educated at the 
Concord Normal School, and was the only student at that school 
from Monroe County in 1SSS. He is a gentleman of honorable 
instincts, character and sensibilities. He was nominated by the 
Democratic primaries in 1904 over Professor W. E. Ball, and 
elected over the Republican nominee, W. E. Grimmett. 

Andrew J. Keadle was born in Monroe County, March 7, 1829, 
and married Miss Caroline Coulter, June 5, 1866. They have two 
sons, Robert Edward Lee and Arthur Kent, the former born on 
the 12th of September. 1850, and the latter November 5, 1871. Miss 
Coulter was the daughter of Robert and Mary (Easkins) Coulter. 
James C. Keadle was the father of Andrew J.. and his mother was 
Lucinda Eades. Through the years of the Civil War Andrew j. 
Keadle was a valiant soldier of King’s Battalion. Confederate Army, 
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and was at the battles of Fisher’s Hill, Kernstown, Lynchburg, 
Winchester, Cedar Creek, Frederick City, and many others, lie 
was captured at Cedar Creek. October 10, 1864, and confined in 
the Federal Prison at Fort Lookout five months. In all he fought 
in twenty-eight hard-fought battles in that war, and never shirked 
a duty, as testified to by his comrades, among whom were A. A. 
Carden, but passed through the war unwounded. He was a car¬ 
penter by trade and lived at L'nion, in the county of Monroe. He 

died in April, 1906. 

Eliza Cache married William Cary, the father of Captain 1. R. 
Cary, superintendent of the C. 8: O. Railway Company, at Hinton, 
West Virginia, and Sarah Cache married R. C. Yass, the father of 

o 

Mrs. Ross Holstein, bookkeeper for the Hinton Water, Light & 
Supply Co., at Hinton. West Virginia. 

Robt. L. Lee Keadle is a voung attornev of Monroe Countv, 


« . 


and a candidate for prosecuting attorney. 


YOTF 


T; 


n m ^ 


(l K p rl ■ 


ora nd father of I 

O 


F R^^dle, lived 


to be about seventy-five years old, and his wife lived to be ninety- 
one, and knit a nice counterpane with her hands for Grover Cleve¬ 
land during his first Presidential term, she being of strong Demo¬ 
cratic faith, as well as the whole generation of Readies. 


NEELY. 

One of the ancient families settling within the territory of this 

countv was John Xeelv, who married Delilah Swinney, first set- 

^ 

tling in Monroe County. He was born in Kentucky. They raised 
ten children, who reared families. He wife died m 1851. They 
settled on Pipestem Creek, near the headwaters thereof in 1892, 
where he resided until his death, in 186a, being eighty-five years 
of age. William was his eldest child, born in 1806. He married 
Elizabeth Lillv in 1827, and raised two sons, Levi and V iiliam. 
The latter moved to Indiana, and diecl in 1S32. A daughter, 
Rachel, married Willis Barton. Susan married John Justice, who 
died in Kentuckv in 1862 in the Southern Army. Rachel diecl in 
10Q4 at the age of ninetv vears. Nelson, the fifth child, was born 
in 1815, married Clara Pine, and they raised nine children. She 
died at the age of sixty-three; he died at the age of seventy-five. 
Squire Neel\. the sixth child, married Mary Taylor. He died at 
the ace of eight\-two vears. Xaricv, the seventh child, inarrieu 
lames Cook, and died at the age of seventy. Hannah, me eighth 
:iiild, married Louis'Gore, who moved to Missouri, and there 


c 
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became a wealthy man. Harrison, the ninth, married Seela Har¬ 
vey, and they raised four children. Delilah, the tenth child, mar¬ 
ried Ballard Pine. The} - reared eight children and moved to 
Missouri, where they still reside. John Xeely married Mary Clark 
and settled in Raleigh County and raised six children. Both died 
some years ago. These were the ten children of John Xeely. Levi 
M. Xeelv, the oldest of the Xeelv generation now living in this 

* - o o 

country, was horn in 1829 , and married Rebecca Lilly, a sister of 
Robt. Lilly (Miller Bob). To them were born ten children, nine of 
whom are now living. Mary, the oldest, married John 11. Lilly, 
of the mouth of Little Bluestone; Robert, the oldest son, resides 
on Pipestem. He held the office of justice of the peace for four 
years; was constable for four years, deputy sheriff for eight years 
and jailor for one term. He is a popular man and one of the lead¬ 
ing citizens. The next son. Erastus, resides on Jumping Branch. 
He was for several years a policeman in Hinton and jailor of the 
countv one term. He is engaged in niprrhnnrlDinnr ir* the citv of 

Avis and in farming in Jumping Branch. Conrad B. Xeelv, the 


• * 


next son. commonlv known as ‘Toon, was a voting man ot ex- 

• - O 

cellent parts. who was accidentally killed near the old Bluestone 
Mill in 1 907, while enroute to visit his parents. His home was in 
Hinton. He married a daughter of the old survevor, Michael 
Smith. He left Hinton in the fall of 1907 in a buggy for his 
father’s house. Darkness overtook him before arriving, and. b\ 


some unknown accident, his horse and buggv were thrown over a 




steep embankment, and when his body was found, life was extinct. 
It was supposed’ that, in crossing a turn in the road in the dark, 
the horse went over, taking the buggv along with it. There being 


% _ 4 1 • 


nothing to break the fall, the bodv of Mr. Xeelv rolled down the 

o - - 

embankment to the river’s edge, and life was evidentlv extinct 

O - 

by the time he reached the bottom, as he went over a high cliff 

in the descent. This tragedv occurred on Bluestone River a short 

distance from the old Bluestone Mill. 

Clara, another daughter, married John Richmond, a prosperous 

farmer and carpenter, who resides on Beech Run. Levi M. Xeely, 

lr.. the next son. married a Hogan, and resides on his farm in 
» 4 ' 

Jumping Branch. He was elected assessor in l r >04, and now oc¬ 
cupies that position, having faithfully performed the duties of that 
office, with Ceorge \\ . Hedrick, of Talcott. as his assistant. An¬ 
other <on. Fount, resides in Jumping Brandi, and is a farmer. 
David, another -on. is also a prosperous farmer of the same dis- 
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triet. G. Ben Neely married a daughter of Hon. B. P. Shumate, 
resides in Ohio and is engaged as piano and musical machine agent. 

The Neelys are among the best citizens of the county. Levi 
M. Neely, the senior, has a reputation throughout all the country 
as the keeper of the old Bluestone Mill. His honesty and kind¬ 
ness of heart are matters of notoriety through all the region. He 
was at one time candidate for assessor, twentv-odd years ago; was 
a deputy sheriff under James H. George for four years, and he and 
his wife, Rebecca, have been the keepers of the poor by contract 
for a number of'years. Much trouble has been given to the countv 
court by reason of the failure of persons contracting for the keep¬ 
ing of the paupers, as the county has no poor farm, until the con¬ 
tract was taken by these old citizens, since which time the poor 
have been properly and faithfully attended to and maintained, and 
all contracts made with the county faithfully kept. Mr. Neely is 
now an old man, highly respected, as is his wife, commonly known 
throughout the county as “Aunt Becca.” The descendants of an¬ 
other branch of the family live in Pipestem District, Evan B. Neely 
residing near Pipestem. It was he and Jehu J. Vest who had the 
“scrap" at the convention in 1902 over the nomination for prose¬ 
cuting attorney. Mr. Neely was a partisan of one of the candi¬ 
dates. and Mr. Vest a partisan of another at the time. Great 

excitement prevailed, and they got into an altercation, but were 

separated without serious injury, Mr. Neely losing a part of his 

♦ 

beard in the fracas, Vest getting his fingers mixed up in it. 
He has occupied a number of positions of trust in the dis¬ 
trict, being a member of the Board of Education and overseer 
of the poor. He is a staunch Democrat, taking a great interest in 
party and county affairs. He was a brave Confederate soldier 
during the Civil War. We are unfortunate in not being able to 
give a more definite history of this ancient family which settled 

in the Pipestem country when that part of the county was still 

a part of Giles, and the descendants of the ancient settlers are 
scattered throughout the country. 

The Jehu J. Vest above referred to is a descendant of the old 
settlers of that name, but the identity of the descendants has not 
been obtained. There was an old citizen by the name of Anderson 
Vest, who lived for a great many years at the foot of the White 
Oak Mountain, and died there. Jehu J. Vest has a son, Charles, 
and another son, Joseph, who lives in Pipestem. Jehu J. married 
a Keaton, who was a daughter of the first surveyor of Summers 
County, Joseph Keaton. They are intelligent, respectable citizens. 
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THE BOUDE FAMILY. 


The Botide family was of French origin. It is hist found in 

~ o 

Countv Essex, England, as early as the time of Henrv 1Y. Adlord 
Botide, Esq., married Henrietta, the. daughter of Sir Edward 
Grimston. The Grimstoti or Grimstone family came oyer from 
Normandy with William the Conquerer. One of the family was 
standard hearer to William at the battle of Hastings, and one. Sir 
llarbottle Grimstone, was Speaker of the House of Commons at 
the Restoration, and Master of the Rolls. 

John Boude, son of Adlord and Henrietta Grimstone Boude, wa^ 
the father of Adlord and Grimston Boude. who came to America 
near the close of the seventeenth century, and settled at Perth 
Amboy, as agents of the New Jersey proprietors. In “Documents 
Relating to the Colonial History of New Jersey,” Vol. III., there 

-. ' • m/ » 

is mention of n deposition of “Grimstone Boude. merchant, aged 

thirty-el^hi, ui thereabouts. The document E dated May 10, 1699, 
Idle name in the opening sentence is without the final “e,” but the 
signature has it. 

Grimstone Boude afterward unwed to Philadelphia, where he 


died April 1, 1716. In his will, dated February 


o, 


1715. he leases 


a considerable estate, including a negro woman, Joan, to his wife, 
Mary Boude. and their five children. Joseph Boude. Samuel Boude, 
John Boude, Thomas Boude and Henrietta Boude. 

Joseph Boude. the eldest son. married Elizabeth Baldwin, and 
moved to Lancaster County, where his name appears as late as 
175°. They had one son, Thomas, who died August, 1769. None 

of their descendants are now known. Samuel Boude, the second 

son, married Deborah,'daughter of Peter ("ox, and lived in Phila- 

% 

dclphia. where he died May 19, 1735. They had twm children, John 

and Henrietta. John died young and unmarried; Henrietta mar¬ 
ried Michael Hillegas. who was the first treasurer of the United 
States. 


~r/ 


q & 
1 


He was 


so tar as 


. John Boude, the third son, married Gertrude,- 
and lived in Philadeplhia, where he died March 53, 17 
the only one who ever varied the spelling of the nan 
known. He spelled his name “Bood.” to conform to the French 
pronunciation which, had been followed up to that time. The pro¬ 
nunciation was afterward anglicised ro 


.C* (i W Ci , 


■> n .*• 

f-ib 


ver since 


the original French spelling, ‘T>oude.” and the English pronuncia¬ 
tion. “Bowd,” have been uniform throughout all the generation- of 
all the different branches of the family so far a.^ I known 
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Thomas Boude, the fourth son. married Sarah Xewbold, about 
the year 1700. They lived in Philadelphia, and had eleven children, 
six of whom died in infancy. Marv, one of their daughters, mar- 

m •» ^ 

lied Matthew Clarkson, who was quite a prominent merchant and 
citi/en of Philadelphia. He was mayor of the city for three terms, 
and occupied that office during the terrible epidemic of yellow fever 
there in 1793-94, and greatly distinguished himself bv his braverv 
and discretion throughout that terrible ordeal. 

Joseph Boude, the tenth child of Thomas and Sarah Xewbold- 
Boude, was born December 13. 1740. Tie was a soldier in the 
Revolution; taken prisoner, and the last his family heard of him 
he was confined on board one of the British prison ships in Xew 
York harbor. They supposed he died there, but he did not. 
Whether he escaped or was exchanged, or how he got off the ship 
no one knows: but be made his wav to Baltimore, Marvland. where 
he married Barbara Black, by whom be had four children, Piiz- 
abe f h who married Joshua Barlow, and lived and died at Svkesville, 

Maryland; Sarah, who married Clinton York, and settled at Chilli- 
cothe. Ohio, from whom the Works of Xew York are descended; 
Charles, who died in Baltimore, unmarried; and Rudolph Thomas 
Clarkson Boude, who was my father. I do not know where the 
name “Rudolph’’ came from, but he was called Thomas after his 
grandfather, and Clarkson after Matthew Clarkson, who was his 
uncle by marriage. Rev. Vlam Poe Boude, in writing of the Boude 
ancestors, savs: 

“My father. R. T. C. Boude. as he was familiarly known, 
was a remarkable man in several respects. He was born 

He was well endowed 
by nature. Pie had a fine mind and remarkable well edu- 


in Baltimore about 1793 or 1/94 


cated for a middle class man of his time. 


He 


was 


the 


largest man I e\ er saw, except one traveling on exhibition. He was 
six feet two and a half inches high without his shoes, and when he 

o 

held out his arms horizontally, his finger tips were seven feet and 

five inches apart. I do not know what he weighed, as he would 

never allow himself to he weighed or photographed after T knew 

him. But I feel sure that he would have weighed 350 pounds, or 

more, and vet he was without surplus fat. He had an immense 

frame, and the flesh he carried seemed almost entirely natural to 

it. In early life he learned the trade of a shoemaker, and followed 

•* 

it with more or less regularity as long as he lived. For a number 

of rears he was a very successful teacher, and was much sought 
- - 

after in that profession, but after the illness of his wife, which 
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ended in her death, he gave that up, and returned to his trade. He 
was a very fine workman, and was patronized at high prices by the 
best people from far and near. He was an ornament to his trade, 
as he was also to his profession as teacher. At the close of his 
apprenticeship he entered the army in the war of 1812-14, and served 
to its close, in the “Baltimore Light Infantry Lillies, Thirty-third 
Regiment, Maryland \ olunteers.” 1 quote these last words from 
my recollection of them on his old knapsack, in which my mother 
kept her garden seeds as long as she lived. After the close of the 
war, R. T. C. Roude, accompanied by an armv comrade, David 

' * m/ 

DeVoe, I think, set out on foot and traveled nearly all over the 
then known United States. They traveled nearly three vears, 
visiting many places where there was no public conveyance of any 

kind, from New England to New Orleans and the backwoods set- 

* 

tlements of the extreme W est, and finally both settled in Fred- 
crick Countv. Virginia, where tliev both married. R. T. C. Roude 




Ew ; i 




a n o 


married Elizabeth Ewing, only daughter of Tlioma 
Adah Crawford Ewing, whose grandfather was a Darneille, of 
Powell’s Fort. Virginia. They had eight children, Sarah Maranda. 
who married Joseph Ludwick, and lived and died in Coshocton 
County, Ohio; Caroline Laura, who married Rev, Elisha Peer, of 
the Evangelical Alliance, or Albright Church, and, after a brief 


itinerant ministry, settled in Holmes Countv, Ohio, where thev 
died, leaving one son. Rev. Rudolph Peer, in the ministry of that 
church ; Elizabeth Minerva, who married Philip Bowman and lived 
at Mount Clifton, Virginia; Joseph Thomas, who married a Miss 
Rohr, and died in Columbus, Ohio, leaving two or three children, 
Samuel Kennerlv, who married Sarah Nickel! and lived and died 
in Summers County, West Virginia, leaving five children, one of 
whom, Walter H. Boude, has been for several terms clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Summers County; John Clinton Work (he threw 
off the “Work” after he was grown, and always regretted that he 
had a middle name at alO was a soldier in the Confederate Army 
from the first drum tap to the battle of Chaneellorsville, where he 
lost a leg, and was afterward enrolling officer and commandant of 
the post at Lexington until the close of the war. He was elected 
clerk of the Circuit Court of Rockbridge County, Virginia, and 
held the office by successive elections for thirty-four years, until 
death relieved him of it. He married Musadora A. Plunkett. Thev 
had no children. Adam Poe emered the itinerant ministry of the 
Methodist Church in 1827, at the age of twenty-two years and is 
still in the effective ministry in the Baltimore Conference of the 
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Methodist Episcopal Church South, being the oldest effective man 
but two on the conference roll. He is at present stationed at 
Staunton, Virginia. He married. Louisa Lee Plunkett, a sister 

of Mrs. Captain J. G. Boude. They had one child, Rudolph Thomas 

_ • 

Clinton Boude, who died August 22 , 1888, at the age of twentv-one 

O ' • o * 

and a half years; Marv fane, the youngest child of R. T. C. and 
Elizabeth Boude. married B. J. Stanton, and lived and died in 
Shenandoah County, Virginia. They had six children, four of 
whom are still living, two of them in the itinerant ministry; one 
in the Methodist Church and one in the United Brethren. Rev. 
Charles S. Stanton is now preacher in charge of the M. E. C. S. 
at Hinton, 1908. 

Elizabeth Botulc, my mother, died in 1843, and my father 
married Margaret Warren, by whom he had two children, Martha, 
who married George Estep, and lives at Connicsville, Virginia, 
and Susan, who died in early life. 

There pre manv incidents of the familv historv that would 
make interesting reading for persons who care for such things, 
and perhaps 1 ought to write some of them for the benefit of any 
such who may come after us, as I am the last survivor of the 
family and the only one who knows anything about them. But 
for the present, I content myself with this outline. 

Rev. A P. Boude, in writing of the Boude familv, savs: “We 


1 


Know nothing of what became of Adlord Boude, the brother of 
mv great-great-grandfather, who came to this country with him. 

- O O W 

I have been told he or his descendants went West in the early 
history of the country, and settled on the Ohio River near Wheel¬ 
ing. and that many of his descendants may be found on both sides 
of the river, from Wheeling to St. Louis. I have heard of a 

7 » o 

Charles Boude. who was a wholesale merchant in St. Louis, and 
had a steamboat called by his name that ran on the Mississippi 
River between St. Louis and New Orleans. But of this I know 
nothing certainly. 

o ~ 

“About thirty-five years ago I had a correspondence with Rev. 
Henry B. Boude, of Gallatin, Tennessee. He was at that time 
moderator of the General Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. He wrote a number of letters and exchanged photo¬ 
graphs of our families, but the letters and the photographs were 
lost in a flood in the Shenandoah River in 1870, which swept away 
mv house, with everything in it, and so I lost touch with him I 
am told that he is still living at California, Mo., and have thought 
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of renewing the correspondence, but have not dune >o. About 
the same time I exchanged a letter or two with a Judge Boude, 
of Kentucky. I have forgotten his name or where he lived. 

“I have never seen but two persons named Boude. besides our 
own family. I have never seen the name of anv other Boude in 
print, though I have looked for it all my life, except in an article 
in the American Historical Register, published in Philadelphia, 
December, 1894. It was written b\ Emma St. Clair Whitnev, a 

a* ** 

descendant of Samuel Boude through the Michael Hillegas familv, 
and gives the early history of the Boiules of Pennsylvania, f am 
indebted to that article for several of the facts stated in this. 

‘‘On the 31st of January, 1884. 1 met in the Union Depot, Bal¬ 
timore, a man named Boude, who was in the employ of the North¬ 
ern Central Railroad as clerk. 1 had a very short conversation 
with him while waiting for a train. I learned from some source 
that I considered reliable that he was killed shortlv after 1 saw 


him, in a uiiwiig accident in the streets of Baltimorp In the spring 
of 1884 1 met, in Washington, I). C.. Dr. John Knox Boude, who 
was, and had been for many years, an examiner in the pension 
office. I met him several times, and we had considerable corre¬ 
spondence. He was writing a history of the Boude family for 
publication in book form. He asked me to write up the history of 
our branch of the familv, which 1 promised to do. and began to 
gather materials for it, but he afterwvards came to Lexington, Vir¬ 
ginia, and spent a week with my brother. Captain John C. Boude, 
and got from him what he wanted, so I let the matter drop. Dr. 
I. E. Boude died several years ago. I do not know whether his 


V. 


book was ever published or not. i should like to know, and, if it 
was, I should like to get a copv of it. 

« A « 

Two weeks airo f heard of two Boudes. V illiam and Ceorge, 


t I 


in Bedford, Pa. 1 wrote to William Boude, but have not heard 
from him. 

“A few da vs ago I got a letter from my nephew, Walter li. 
Boude. of Hinton, West Virginia, enclosing a letter he had re¬ 
ceived from D. Payne Boude, of Augusta, Kentucky, giving a con¬ 
siderable account of the Boudes of that country, which leaves no 
doubt in mv mind that all the Boudes of America are of the same 
original stock. There are certain names, as John, Samuel, Thomas, 
Sarah, Elizabeth, that seem to run through the whole 
everywhere.” 

The Boudes of this countv consist of one family, that of Samuel 


familv 
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a sweet singer. 


K. Boude, who removed from the Shenandoah Valley, in 1855. to 
Anthonv’s Creek, Greenbrier Countv. and thence to Forest Hill 
District, in Monroe County, now Summers, in 1859, and purchased 
a farm from B. B. Hutchinson, having married Miss Sarah J. 
Xickells, one of that old aiid respected family of that name in 
Monroe County, and was a sister of John Hinchman's wife. Sam- 
uel K., as are many of the Boude family, was a tine musician and 

Another celebrated singer in that family is the 
Rev. Adam P. Boude, a brilliant minister of the M. E. Church 
South, now residing in Staunton, Virginia, and his son, Clinton, 
now deceased. Samuel K. Boude was the father of our present 
clerk of the circuit court, and who is the only male descendant of 
the name in the county now living, except his little son, Clinton 
Eord Boude. Samuel K. Boude was a brave soldier in the Con¬ 
federate Army, being a volunteer in Lowry’s Battery of King’s 
Battalion along with A. A. Carden, 1. M. Carden and others. He 

o • 

was the first justice Oi Forest Hill District after the formation of 
the county, and was also appointed a constable in the construction 
of the countv. He held this office four vears, and was one of the 
commissioners appointed by the circuit court to adjust the county 
line dispute between Monroe and Summers and Greenbrier in that 
noted controversy. lie died, however, before the hearing of the 
case, and another commissioner had to be appointed in his place. 
He died on the 15th dav of February. 13 r G. at the age of sixty-five 
vears, leaving surviving him one son. Walter 11. Boude, and seven 


daughters. After the death of his iirst wife he married the widow 
of James Scott, a daughter of the late James Boyd, of near the 
Big Bend Tunnel, and a sister of Ben R. Bovd. her first husband 
being a son of the late James K. Scott, of HungarFs Creek. 

She still survives, with two daughters, Reta and Mona, by her 
last husband. Walter H. Boude was born on the 23d of Septem¬ 
ber. I860. The late Captain John C. Boude was for many years 
clerk of the Circuit Court of Rockbridge County, Virginia, and 
well known alike as a soldier in the ( ivil V ar. \\ alter H. was 
raised at Forest Hill, on his father’s farm, and, following in his 
footstens, is an active Democrat and believes in the religious doc- 

A. 

trines of John Wesley. lie was educated in the public schools of 
this neighborhood, and inherited some of the musical attainments 
of his father and family. He took an active part in political mat¬ 
ters in the countv before he arrived at the age of twenty-one. being 
a firm friend and admirer of the late Elbert Fowler in his political 
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fortune*. On the 25th of October, 1894, he was united in marriage 

< 1 

with Miss Alice Ford, a daughter of William Ford and Cynthia 
Ford, now residents of Lick Creek, Green Sulphur District, on the 
old William McXeer place. Walter Bolide’s three children are 
Daisy Xickelh aged ten years; Clinton Ford, aged six years, and 

» O V 

Mary Lee. aged three years. He was a candidate for assessor of 
internal revenue at the election of 1884, being the nominee of his 

o 

party, but was defeated by the Rev. W illiam Dobbins, an inde¬ 
pendent candidate. In 1888 he again received the nomination of 
his party for the same office and was successful, being elected 
over his opponent, J. F. Ellison, by fifty-two majority, and was 
elected at the election of 1892 over his oppoent, William DeOuasie. 
by 3S2 votes, filling the office acceptably to his constituents for 
two full terms of eight years. In 18% he made the race for the 

O w 

Democratic nomination for clerk of the circuit court against B. L. 
Hoge, the incumbent, who held the position for eighteen years by 
election, and in the race he was again successful, defeatmg Mr. 
Iloge for the nomination, and was elected by 168 majority over 
his Republican opponent. He held this office for the full term of 
six years, and was again nominated by his party in 1902 without 
oppositioti, and was elected by a majority of 392 over L. L. Lilly, 
the Republican nominee, and is now serving his second term in 
that position. He L pleasing in personality, good of heart,, kind 
and charitable of disposition, being uniformly courteous to friends 
and foes. He has opponents, but no enemies. His succes> has 
been attained by his own efforts and strong personality, beginning 
at the lowest rung of fortune’s ladder and working upward. He 
is a stockholder in a number of the principal business enterprises 
in the county, and believes in taking care of home interests before 
going abroad for investrpent. In 1905 he made a tour of the West, 
taking in some 9.000 miles, including in his travels a visit to the 

i ’ 

Lewis and Clark Exposition and the Yellowstone Rational 1’ark. 
Before hE return he wrote a series of articles on his adventures, 
which’ were published in the weekly series in the ‘'Summers Re¬ 
publican,” which were enjoyable reading for the pleasant style of 
composition, as well as the facts taken from his observations. 

Rev. Adam P. Boude was at one time presiding elder of Green¬ 
brier District of the Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Epis¬ 
copal Church South. Y\ e are indebted to the pen of Rev. A. P. 
Boude for the earh liEtorv of the family. 
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THE FARLEY FAMILY. 

This very large, well-known family in Pipestem District orig¬ 
inated from one man. whose name was Drewrv Farley, who came 

^ - 7 

from Albemarle County, Virginia, and settled in what is now Pipe- 
stem District, where Alexander Farley now lives, only a few 
hundred yard? from Farley Post Office. He was the first settler 
in Pipestem District, and the many hardships and privations, clear¬ 
ing up the forest, figditing wild animals and, what was worse, the 
savage Indians, will scarcely ever be known. 

Drew'ry Farley was bom about the year 1760, was a soldier of 
the Revolution, early after which (the time is not definitely known), 
he crossed the Allegheny Mountains from Albemarle County, Vir¬ 
ginia, and settled, as above stated, near Farley Post Office. He 

# 

married a Miss Adkins, who was closelv related to the mother of 

Mi. Par kci J. DciinCtt. 

To Drewry Farley and wife were born the following children, 
viz: Gideon, Andrew'. Frank, Archibald, Squire (died in Indiana), 
Nancy (the first wife of David Cook), Isaac (w r ho is the father of 
Erastus B. Farley, of near Jumping Branch), Chloe, Rachel (who 


married Flenrv Ka\ ior), Henley (who married a daughter of 

w ^ ? * O 

“Beanvallow Bob’’ Lilly, and settled on the bench of Bluestoue 
River, in Jumping Branch District, and who is the father of J. A., 
Rev. Drew'ry, Robert H. and Pleasant H. Farley and two daugh¬ 
ters), and Drewry Farley (who is the father of Tames I., Alex¬ 
ander, Geo. \Y. Farley, deceased, and four daughters, the oldest 
of whom married Edmund Lilley, of Mercer County, and a son 
of Rev. Joseph Lilly).* All the sons and daughters of the ancient 
Drewry Farley have been passed over the river for several years, 
as well as several of their children. The old gentleman himself 
died in the vear 1851, at the. age of ninetv-one vears. 

w/ C 1 ~ ^ 

Drew'ry Farley had two cousins in this country, wffiose names 
were Captain Mat Farley and (leorge Farley. Captain Mat set¬ 
tled on New River, on the same farm owned and occupied by 

Tames Dickson, in Forest Hill District, of thL countv. Little is. 
•> m 

known of- iris family, as earlv in life his oulv soil married the only 
daughter 


of 


Samuel Peck, and moved to Indiana, along with 
the Cook brothers, mention of which was made in the history of 
the Cooks. The other cousin. George, settled on Gatliffe’s Island, 
now known as Barker’s Island, and very little is known of his 
family, except one son. Beury. who was horn on Gatliffe’s, now 
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On 


Barker’s Island, and when lie came of age he went to Logan 
County. West Virginia, and after a few years returned, and lived 
for two years with Grandison Landcraft, on Xew River, in Forest 
Hill District, of this county. He afterwards went to Giles County, 
Virginia, where he married, reared a family and died about the 
year 1898. near Pembroke, Giles County, Virginia, at the advanced 
age of one hundred and nine vears. 

o 


The families of the three sons, Gideon, Andrew and Archi¬ 
bald, as well as the sister Nancy, who married David Cook, have 
been mentioned in detail in the history of the Cook family, and 
reference is made to this history for particulars as to these par¬ 
ticular families. Henrv Farlev has aho been mentioned in th 
history of the Cook family, and reference is made to this history 
for particulars _as to these families. Henley Farley has also been 
mentioned in the history of the Lilly fa mil}, he having married a 
Lilly, as above stated; and so the Farley, Cook, Lilly and Meador 
families have so internal i ieu that their tamilv histories ^ery 
closely blended. Inasmuch as this history i> a history of Summers 
Countv onlv. the remainder of the Farlev familv. living as thev do, 

~ ^ O - ' 

outside of the limit-, of this county, can not be mentioned on ac¬ 
count of space. 

()f the famil v of Gideon Farley, only the following children 
are living, viz.: Pollv I who married Jackson Petrev, and now 
lives; in Kanawha County. West Virginia) Nelson, John, Frank, 
William. Nancy (who married Reubin Hopkins) and Malinda (who 
married Solon Meador). 

( )f the family of Andrew Farley none are left except Joel, 
now living with his son-in-law. Mr. W. O. Farley, and Jackson, 
now living on New River Bench, not fai from Bull Falls, and Mrs. 
Ida Hughes. 

Of the family of Nancy, who married David Cook, none are 
living except Mrs. Martha Vest, of near Jumping Branch, W. Va. 

Of the familv of Archibald Farlev the following are living, viz.: 

» mf < • 

Albert G. P„ Henlev C.. Mrs. Philena Wilev. Henderson, of Kan- 

• * 

sas, Anderson P.. and Lewis W. Farley, now living on the old home¬ 
stead in Pipestem District. 

Madison Farley, the oldest son of Archibald and Jemima Far¬ 
lev, was born January 21. 1833. near the place of his death, and 

be a strong, vigorous and energetic young man. 
He married Miss Harriet M. Wilburn, of Giles County, W. Va., 

a verv estimable ladav: she was a niece of Gordon L. Iordan, 

^ + * 

of Pipestem, and who was Summers County's first representative 


C\ 


grew up to 
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iii the West Virginia legislature. To this union were born four 


sons 


and three daughters, mention of whom has already 


c-een 



made. Uncle INI at, as he was familiarly called, was truly a good 
man. having, as he did, strong religious and political convictions, 
a soldier in the service of the Confederacy, always brav 2 and 
zealous in the cause he espoused, and upon his return to civil and 
domestic life his character was unspotted, and he was afterward 
called upon to till several places of honor and trust, which he 
filled with entire satisfaction to the people. He was no less zeal¬ 
ous in his religious affiliations, being a member of the M. E 

o o 

church. He lived a pure and spotless life, until February 28. 
when he died at his old home near the place of his birth, at the 
age of seventy-four years. YVm. O. Farley, his son, is now a 
member of the countv court of Summers Countv, elected in 1902. 

w' 

The Farley family is also located throughout Raleigh and 2for¬ 
cer Counties. John Farley is, no doubt, the oldest member of the 
family now living. He at one time lived on Slab f ork, m the 
county of Raleigh, but at this date and for years past has resided 

on the waters of Little Bluestone River, in Summers Countv. 

0 

He is now ninety-eight years of age. and, remarkable to say, re¬ 
tains the faculties of his earlv davs. A wonderful transformation 

* » 

is now taking place in his life. For forty years his hair and beard 
were snow-white, but within the last few years it has been crow¬ 




ing darker, until now it is almost as black as it was in his early 
youth. In the summer of 1906 he joined the church, and has been 
a faithful attendant upon divine worship since. In his early days 
he was a famous hunter in that region, and claims the distinction 
of having killed the last panthers ever slain in Raleigh and Sum¬ 
mers counties. In politics he is a Democrat, and always has been. 
His first vote was cast in 1832 for “Old Hickory” Andrew Jackson, 
and he has never missed an election since during all these years. 


Like the mountaineer, lie is a partisan and a fighter. 


THE PIONEERS OF PIPESTEM. 


\< noted abo\e. Drewrv Farley was the first settler in Pipestem 
District, and was soon followed by the following named persons 


consecutively, viz.: Daniel 


Conk, lames 


Houchins (the grand¬ 


father o,‘ Ballard Houchins. an honored citizen of Pipestem Dis- 

trict). who settled on the farm now owned and occupied bv M r . 

€ * ~ 

-Anderson, and lately owned ami occupied bv Gordon 

- 1 * 


T V ilburn: folin Xeelv. who settled on the farm now 


1 


o w n e d 
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rhompson; Tames Ellisin (the grarid- 


and occupied bv Flovd 
father of Win. M. Ellison), who settled on the opposite bank of 
the creek from Pipestem Post ( office, and David Hughes (the 
father of William Hughes. the grandfather of PI. |. Hughes 

~ E * •- O 

and the great-grandfather of G. J. Hughes, of Hinton, \\ . Ya.), 
who settled on the waters of Big Pipestem creek, on the farm 
now owned and occupied by John Richards and known as “Davy’s 
Knob' 


• 1 


These old pioneers were soldiers of the Revolution ; the last- 
named was one of Washington’s scouts.- They were all hunters 
and Indian fighters, and many were the hardships and hair-breadth 


escapes from the tomahawk and scalping-knife, of the 


savages. 


David Hughes, after rambling about, hunting Indians, to whom 

O O 7 r 

he was a relentless toe, made a settlement somewhere in what is 
now Wyoming County, but later went to (Piles County, Virginia, 


where he joined his family, and afterwards, with his family, set- 

• * 

tied on Davy's Knobs, as above stated. 

Pile early settlers obtained their meat chiefly by hunting, and 
the}’ were near Xew River, which abundantly supplied them with 
fish, whenever they were disposed to feast upon this delicacy. 
These early settlers were a hardy and thrift}- people, and raised 
their own grain, tanned their own leather in the trough, from 

* o 

which thev made themselves the “moccaMii" (boots and shoes 
were to them at this time unknown), and the good old dames 
spun the wool into yarn, and the flax into thread, from which they 
made the clothing for the family. 

f ' v 

Other earl}- settlers of the region, now Pipestem District, con¬ 
sisted of the sons and daughters of these earlv settlers, together 
with the following, who also deserve especial mention, viz.: 

4 

Charles Clark. Joel Puttier. Jabez Anderson. Rufus Clark, Car- 
land Austin. Wm. Crump. Sr., St. Clair Abbott. Jonathan Hop¬ 
kins. lackson and William Keaton. Joseph Hannan and Lee Rov 
Keaton. Robert and IIenrv Gore, Robert Wood, Cordon L. and 

w 

Thomas Jordan, Wm. and James Houchins. Joseph Diarly, Hugh 
Stafford, Wm. Meador. Isaiah and Tolliver Meador. David and 
Hudson Martin. Stephen Xewkirk. Henry Wyrick, William X r o- 
Die. and perhaps others. 


Fkese old settlers paved tlu 


wav through the 


wilderncs 


or 


Pipestem for a prosperous, law-abiding and ( Kid-fearing populace. 


Thev have built, up schooK. organized churches, opened up the 
paths of civilization, and made this section of our county bloom 
a.s the rose. But few, indeed, of this noble and self-sacrificing 
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band of early settlers remain to tell their offspring of the dangers 
and vicissitudes of their early experiences in hewing the paths 
which they now tread so lightly, and in opening up and building 
the beautiful and pleasant homes which they now occupy, and 
which are the handiwork of the brain and brawn of their fore¬ 
fathers. Some rest in the shadows of the old church, and 

Some their weary hearts have laid 
Upon the shores of distant lands; 

And their Ion el v craves were made 


By strangers' heedle 


<.s 


hands. 


But their names and fame live on, and will continue to live so 
long as patriotism, bravery and selt-sacrifice are virtues honored 
and cherished among men. 


HARMON. 

The Harmons were among the first settlers in the Upper New 
River Valiev, west of the Alieghenv Mountains. The name was 
originally Herman, and the old-time settlers in this land were 
from Germany. They have many descendants who are still resi¬ 
dents m McDowell, Tazewell, and that section of West Virginia 
and Virginia, and many who have been prominent in the affairs 
of the country. They were Indian fighters, as well as fighters for 
American independence. The only family of that name residing 
in this countv, or that has ever resided in this countv, so far as 1 
know, is George W. Harmon, who now lives on Crump's (Cul¬ 
bertson's) Bottom, and is the owner of the better half of that great 
plantation. He purchased the interest of John G. and Ella Crock¬ 
ett, his wife, who was a Crump, about 1902, at the cost of about 
twenty thousand dollars. He lives in the old Crump-Crockett 
brick mansion house in the upper end of the bottom, not far from 
the location of the old Field Fort erected in Indian war times. 
He is a native of McDowell County and a rich man, and is di¬ 
rectly descended from the original German who settled in the 
Middle New River settlements, along with the Ingles. Drapers, 

The settlement was made about 1850, and 
known as Draper-Meadow r s settlement, and about the same time 
that Culbertson located his' claim on Crump's Bottom. At that 
time Virginia extended from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and em- 
braced the present States of Virginia. West Virginia. Kentucky, 
Ohio, Illinois. Michigan and Wisconsin, and the population at 


Tygarts and others. 
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that time, of that whole territory was but 82,000 souls, and all 
but a few hundred of these were east of the Blue Ridge. Those 

o 

not east of the Blue Ridge were principally in the Valley ol Vir¬ 
ginia, which is the territory between the Blue Ridge and the Al- 
legheny ranges. As we have stated, and it is generally claimed 
and conceded. Governor Spottswood and his Knights of the Golden 
Horseshoe, in 1716, penetrated the Blue Ridge and Swift Run 


Gap, and it was first settled in 1732 by Hite, Bowman, Lewis, 
Green and others, followed in 1734 by Morgan, Allen, Harper and 
others, and in 1/38 by Benj. Burden, Patton, Christian and oth¬ 
ers; but the facts are that this country had been penetrated at an 
earlier date bv Colonel Abraham Wood, many vears prior to 
Spottswood, and Wood was not the only one, though the first. 
As will be observed from statements hereinbefore made, in IS >6. 
twelve years before Wood and fifty years before Spottswood. 
Captain Henry Batt, with his fourteen Virginians and fourteen 
Indians, started across and penetrated these my-rpn'o-M,- rpg. 
beyond the mountains from Appomattox, and in seven days they 
reached the foot of the mountains; crossing them, thev came to 


level and delightful plains, with abundant game, and here they 
discovered a riser flowing westward, which they followed for 
some time, and came to fields and cabins latelv tenanted, and 

s 

here Captain Batt stopped, and the Indian guides refused to pro¬ 
ceed farther, claiming that there dwelt at that place a tribe of In¬ 
dians that made salt and sold it to the others. This tribe was 
claimed to be numerous and powerful, and never permitted any 
one to venture into their towns. Thereupon Captain Batt aban¬ 
doned his determination to proceed, gave up his exploration, and 
returned to civilization. Captain Batt no doubt knew of Wood's 

t 

exploration, for it had only been twelve years prior. Captain Batt 
evidently struck New River, then called Wood’s River, but which 
he called a ‘‘river flowing westward,” thence followed the same 
down the valley along the Kanawha to what is supposed to have 
been the Campbell’s Creek Salt Spring, where there are abundant 
remains of ancient Indian relics. Colonel Wood did not know' the 
course of the stream, and called it Wood's River. The name 
New River and Wood’s River was intended to attach to the whole 
course ot the river, from its source in North Carolina to its mouth 
at Point Pleasant, West Virginia. It rises in Grandfather Moun¬ 
tains, in North Carolina—a seaboard State—but flows westward, 
and its waters empty into the Gulf of Mexico, cutting its ■"••av 
through the Blue Ridge, Alleghenies, and parallel ranges. The 
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first Indian depredations made against the whites west of the Al¬ 
leghenies was in 1749, at which time the house of Adam Harman, 
the original settler, was raided by a party of these savages and 
his fur skins stolen. The oldest map showing the Xevv River re¬ 
gion was made in 1744, by Ralp D. E. Thoyers. It shows New 
River, from its source to its mouth, to be a branch of and empty 
into the Mississippi River. Wood’s discovery of New River was 

in 1654. 

The Benjamin Burden referred to in these pages was sent over 
from England as the agent of Lord Fairfax, who had large grants 

O O 7 o o 

of land, chiefly in Rockbridge County. He was a man of great 
business capacity and integrity, meeting all business obligations 
and engagements with such scrupulous promptness and exactness 
that his habits became standards of comparison for others. The 
Harmons followed earl} across in the upper New River settlements 
in the footsteps of the explorer, but their settlements were east of 
our territory. 

INGLES AND DRAPER. 

The story of Mrs. Ingles and Mrs. Draper, who were captured 
by the Irwins and carried west of the Ohio about 1774, is one of 
r. cat interest. and is detailed at great length bv Dr. Tohn P. Hale, 
in his Trans-Allegheny Pioneers. The only connection that cap¬ 


ture and «.>:ape has with Summers County is from the fact that 
these women were carried through the territorv of Summers Countv, 
down the New River Valley for some thirty-five miles, and that, 
on the return of Mrs. Ingles, she passed back through the same 
wilderness of Summers County. Mrs. Draper and Mrs. Ingles 
were taken from the Draper-Meadows settlement; were first car¬ 
ried down New River about forty miles, to the mouth of Indian 
Creek, which was in the line of the Indian trail. Below the mouth 
of Indian they forded New River at the War Ford. At this point, 
in 1764, Captain Paul, from Dinwiddie, attacked a party of Indians 
whom he was pursuing, killed several, stampeded the rest, and 
recovered some prisoners, among whom was Mrs. Catherine Gunn, 
from Dinwiddie. From the mouth of Indian Mrs. Ingles and Mrs. 
Draper were carried down the west side to the mouth of Bluestone 
River, where they left New River, going up Bluestone, thence 
crossing the Flat Top Mountain, and were supposed to have fol¬ 
lowed the present route of the Giles-Raleigh-Fayette turnpike to 
the head of Taint Creek, thence down the same to the Kanawha 
River. During this terrible trip Mrs. Ingles, who was in a deli- 
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cate condition, gave birth to an infant child. Mr*. Draper had 
her arm broken. It was poulticed by Mrs. Ingles--her sister-in- 
law—with leaves and wild comphry, with a salve made front the 
wild comphry plant and deer fat. Mrs. Draper was sent to a for¬ 
eign Indian settlement at Chillicothe. and Mrs. Ingles retained. 
They weie separated after their arrival west of the Ohio. This 
Mrs. Ingles was the first white woman who ever saw the Kanawha 

River, and the first woman ever within the boundaries of Ohio. 

« 

Indiana and Kentuckv. She was retained for some time, and 


V 


finalle taken to Tig Tone Lick, a long distance west of where 
Cincinnati is now located, and while there she determined to make 
her escape, taking along with her an old Dutch woman. They 
succeeded in successfully escaping, and started on their return to 
the Upper New River settlements, which required forty days, and 
during which time the onlv sustenance these women had was the 

o 

wild fruits, barks and berries tbev could secure from the wilder- 
ness, and there were no habitations whatever to d.vn in They 
passed up the Ohio, thence up the Kanawha, then up the New 
River, passing the entire length through the countv bv Meadow 
Creek. New Richmond, Hinton, mouth of Bluestone and Mercer 
Salt Works, all of which was an utter wilderness and uninhabited, 
and required forty days from the time of their escape from the In¬ 
dians until they were rescued in the Upper New' River settle¬ 
ments. The old Dutch woman became crazed for want of food, 
and in her desperation threatened and tried to kill Mrs. Ingles 
with cannibalistic intent, from which she succeeded in escaping, 
being the vounger and more agile of the two, managed to cross 
the river, and separated somewhere near Crump’s Bottom. After 

that they passed on up New River, one on one hank and one on 

♦ 

the other the old Dutch woman trying to persuade Mrs. Ingles 
to recross and join her, which she was afraid to do. It can he 
imagined the great hardships and the terrible privations these 
women suffered in those fortv davs. Snow had begun to fall be- 
fore they were rescued, the final rescue being accomplished by 
Adam Harmon, somewhere in the neighborhood of the Ingles- 
Ferry settlement. It is inconceivable almost how these women 
made the passage through the gorges from the mouth of Gauley 
to the mouth of Greenbrier. Tliev walked, climbed, crent and 

v ' L 

crawled through brush, thorns and hrier>. ovyr and around huge 
rocks and avalanches of debris, under and over fallen timbers and 
slippery banks, and waded creeks and rivers. There was always 
danger pending from destruction from wild animals of the forest. 
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This journey was quite different from a journey of the same char¬ 
acter over the same territory now, which is made bv rtu.ii great- 

•* O 

great-grandchildren through these wild canyons in luxurious Pull¬ 
man palace cars, at the rate of fort\ miles per hour, when time 
and distance are annihilated. They managed in some way to make 
the perilous adventure of passing over the great cliffs of New 
River, two hundred and eighty feet high to the top, the first one 
hundred feet overhanging the river and the great pool at the base, 
where the New River makes its rift through the Alleghenies. The 
return was made by walking, running, crawling, climbing and 
wading eight hundred miles through the howling wilderness in 

4 1 < i • ^ " * 

forty’ davs. and thev were saved at last and returned to their fatni- 
lies, and lived to be very old people. A part of this daring escape 
was made through the territory of Summers Countv. After Adam 


Harman had returned 


Airs. 


Ingles to her family, lie, with his 


boys, started down the river on a search for the old Dutch woman, 
whose name wa> never known, finally rescuing her and returning 

- • o 

her also to the Ingles settlement. 

<1 

Mrs. Betty.Draper, after six years, was finally rescued bv her 
husband, after many adventures. 


LOWELL. 

A. C. Lowe and Erastus Preston Lowe were two brothers, 
sons of Joshua Lowe, of Indian Creek, in Monroe County, who 
about 1871 or '72 located at Lowell, on the Greenbrier River, and 
built at that point a nvo-story hotel, and engaged in the mercan¬ 
tile business. On the 4th of March, 1875, E. P. Lowe, the senior 
of the two brothers. While in a canoe rafting fodder down the 
Greenbrier from a short distance above Lowell, struck one of the 
stone piers in the river at that point, being one of the piers of the 
railroad bridge. His canoe was broken to pieces, and Air. Lowe 
thrown into the river. The current being strong, he was unable 
to rescue himself or to be rescued by any one from the shore, and 
was immediately drowned. Immediate search began and contin¬ 
ued tor a month and eleven days for his body, which was finally 
found on A\ Dodson's Island, just below Taleott, at the mouth of 


Hungard’s Creek. 

A. C- Lowe, the younger brother, married Miss Virginia Cwinn. 
daughter of Andrew Gwinn. and continued to reside at Lowell and 
was in busir.es> at that point until 1^04, when he removed to the 
All Heating Springs, in Craig County. Virginia, where they still 
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reside, several years before sold the hotel property to E. A. Mc- 
Xeer, of Monroe Countv, who later sold the same to Frank Kevs. 
of Kcyser Mineral Co., and the same was operated by Charles \Y. 
Spotts, his brother-in-law. until 1905. when he died, and his widow 
and son Harry still continue to operate it. 

Lowell is onlv a verv small Ullage of four or five houses, a 

• • o 

postoffice and depot, with two mercantile establishments The 
name is after the Lowe brothers, above mentioned. It was for 
many years, and until 1904. an important place, however, on ac¬ 
count of it being the shipping point for the Red Sulphur Springs. 
The old Graham Ferry across the Greenbrier River is at this place, 
so called for Colonel James Graham, the Indian fighter, who lived 
at this place, a^ related elsewhere in this narrative. The present 
business enterprises at this place are a general mercantile estab¬ 
lishment. conducted bv George A. Millet, L. E. Johnson and 


c. 


V.<* CO! w v L \ 


K. A S\ mu, 


of Aide Li u del I lie firm name of Johnson, 

Gwinn ov lo.. tlie business being managed bv Mr. Keller, a de- 
scendant of Conrad Keller, one of the first settlers. The other is 
Messrs. Shanklin Brothers, of Greenville. Monroe County, descend¬ 
ants of one of the oldest and most respected family of settlers in 
Monroe Countv. It is near this place Mr. Andv Gwinn resides. 

4T X rn 

There are several residences on the opposite side of the river, and 
on that >ide is located the old Graham log house in which Cunvau 
L. Kesler now resides, and al>o Henry F. Ke/ier. ex-county super¬ 
intendent of free schools for two terms, sons of Abraham C. Kesler. 
and brothers of ex-Sheriff O. T. Kesler. 


. MIKE FOSTER. 

Mike Foster was an humble citizen ot Summers County, who 
became a Confederate soldier during the Civil War. He was one 
of the bravest of the brave soldiers who fought in that war on 
either the Union or the Confederate side. He was desperately 
wounded, from which he died soon after the war was closed, and 
was buried at the cemetery at Forest Hill. Ilis grave remained 
unmarked until 1907, when some of his old comrades and soldiers 
of the Confederacv. as a mark of their admiration lor this humble 

w 

but gallant man. undertook to erect a monument at his gra\ e. 
Subscriptions were secured through*»ut this and Monroe counties. 

and on the 15th dav of October, 1907. a beautiful shaft was un- 

veiled in the presence of one of the largest, it not the largest, 
crowds ot people that ever assembled within the boundaries of 
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the county out>ide of Hinton. There were estimated to be three 
thousand people present. At eleven o'clock a procession was mar¬ 
shalled bv Adjutant [. D. McCartney, led bv the Alderson band, 
which marched from the village of Forest Ilill to the cemetery 

o + 

surrounding’ the Baptist Church. Fifty-five sturdy old soldiers of 
the Confederacy, headed by Squire R. A. Hall, of Camp Mike Fos¬ 
ter. took part in the parade. A number of other veterans were 
present. After making a circuit of the cemetery, the procession 
halted opposite the speakers' stand. The platform was prettily 
decorated with Confederate colors, the Confederate flag and the 
Stars and Stripes being intermingled anil prominent. Over the 
e:rave of Mike Foster floated the Confederate battle flag, the em- 

O O ' 

Idem under which he had fought so dauntlesslv. Among those 

o -• o 

who lent a helping hand in the decorations were Misses Tiuie 
Meadows. Gertrude Cunningham. Cora Hutchinson, Berta Lowe. 


Bessie McXeer. Esther Michael, Maud Michael and others. The 

:ptlv came to order, and Rev. Henry Dillon. 


va'-o 




r .» y* < M T7 1 f \ r '2 OV ^ 

o ~ r ■ “ 


one of the Summers County noblemen, invoked the blessing of 
Almighty God upon the exercise in a beautiful prayer. At his 
conclusion the monument to the dead soldier was unveiled, the 
cords being drawn bv four charming voting ladies, dressed in white 
and wearing red. white and blue sashes. These voting ladies were 

O r « _ 

Misses Lula M. Ellison. Mattie F. Webb, Lola M. Mass and X-*ra 
M. Hutchinson. As the veil fell away and the handsome monument 
was revealed to the. eves of the multitude, three cheers were given 
for Mike Foster and his comrades, and the band played a stirring 
patriotic air. after which Rev. Henry Dillon ottered a second 
prayer, brief and impressive, and introducing by a few appropriate 
remarks the orator of the day. Hon. John W. Arbuckle, of Lewis- 
burg. who. by the way, is a descendant of the famous Captain 
Matthew Arbuckle, of Indian fame, and one of the warriors who 
fought in the battle of Point Pleasant. Mr. Arbuckle’s address 
was in every way worthy the occasion, eloquent, noble in senti¬ 
ment. chaste in diction, and it was one of the hncst speeches and 
most admirable orations ever delivered within the countv. He 
paid a beautiful tribute to the departed soldier, and also to the 
cause for which he suffered, touching upon the tenderest memo- 
ries and dwelling upon the valor and fortitude which have crowned 
the people of the South with imperishable glory. At its con¬ 
clusion the veteran soldiers pressed forward to shake his hand, 
and an impromptu reception was held, while the band played 
Dixie.” This oration of Senator Arbuckle. who has for manv 


a 
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years been a practicing attorney in Summers County, and who 
has also represented the county and the people in the Senate of 
the State, will be placed in the hands of a committee for publi¬ 
cation. Hon. A. S. Johnston, in his paper, ‘’The Monroe Watch¬ 
man,” speaking of the occasion, says that “nothing could have 
exceeded the hospitality of these kind people. There was the 
greatest abundance of good things to eat, the most cordial invita¬ 
tion to evervbodv, and, notwithstanding the size of the crowd. 

•* * * 7 o 

nobody went away hungry, and many more could have been fed. 

It was a veritable feast of plenty and good-will.” The afternoon 
was spent in delightful social amenities, and a reunion of Marse 


Robert’s old soldiers, who together turned anew the pages of their 
battle years. If in the economy of God the spirit of Mike Foster 
was permitted to look upon the scene, he must in Paradise have 
had an added happiness. 

The event was in every wav creditable to the people of Forest 

c wno caiiTu this honorable 

undertaking to a conclusion so successful, and to the kind ladies, 
whose help was invaluable. The monument is a handsome shaft 
of white marble of graceful proportions, its apex being ten feet 
from the ground. On the spire above the inscription in front are 


Hill and virinitv ?nd to +he committee 


carved crossed rifles, the insignia of the infantry service. The 
inscription on the die in front is as follows: “Mike Foster, a 
sharpshooter of Stonewall Brigade, C. S. A.; born 1S41 ; desper¬ 


ately wounded near Petersburg, Va.. 


in 


1865. and died of hi 


wounds Mav 22, 1875.” On the left: ‘Volunteered in the Mon- 
roe Guards, 27th Virginia Infantry, 1861, and in this company of 

' * O 


n 


heroes was distinguished for gallantry on every battlefield.” 
the right. “He trod the path of duty, which is the way to glory.” 

Mike Foster was supposed to have been killed when he was 
wounded at Petersburg, and was left on the field. General Terry, 
the gallant commander of the Confederate States Army, sent a 
flag of truce for his body. The party' with the flag of truce found 
him alive, but he was so seriously' wounded that on the retreat he 
was left in the city’ of Petersburg, and there received the kind at¬ 
tention of the Federal as well as the Confederate surgeons until 
he was removed to his home. His general, as a tribute to his 
bravery, gave him a wreath of ilowers as the bravest iri the Stone- 

- o 

wall Brigade. The ladies of Rockbridge <ent to General Jackson 
five suits of clothes, one to the bravest man iti each regiment, and 
a wreath of dowers to the bravest man in the Stonewall Brigade. 
He gave the wreath to Mike Foster. There are soldiers still living 
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who were with Alike Foster from Manassas to the hour he re¬ 
ceived his wounds in front of Petersburg - , who bear testimony that 
the action of Stonewall Jackson met with the approval of all of 
his soldiers, in delivering this wreath to the selection he made— 
the humble citizen from the territory of Summers County. He. 
died the death of a Christian, and has joined the army of the re¬ 
deemed. 

I am indebted to Hon. A. S. Johnston, and have employed his 
description of the occasion of the unveiling of this monument. 

Mike Foster has a number of relatives in this countv and in 
Monroe County, among them being W. L. Foster, of Forest Hill, 
who was active in securing the monument to the dead soldier. 

i A 

Those who were Confederates and those who were Unionists, on 
the occasion of the unveiling of this monument, took an equal in¬ 
terest in its successful consummation, and all took an equal part, 
showing that the old spirit of antagonism growing out of that 

o * 

unfortunate war Pas b’sappeared from the pcpclc with!;. Lids .-.ca¬ 
tion. 

When a camp of Confederate soldiers was organized a few 
years ago in Monroe County, it was unanimously named Camp 
Mike Foster, after this soldier, and in honor of his great gallantrv 

o o 

and bravery. 

There was an organization at Forest Hill of old soldiers and 
citizens known as “The Mike Foster Monument Association." 
through whose activity and patriotism the erection and dedication 
of the monument was made a success, among whom were L. A. 
Ellison, secretary and treasurer: Sheriff I. G. Carden, J. M. Allen, 
W. L. Foster and Theodore Webb. 

Hon. M. M. Warren, and Hon. A. S. Johnston were also active, 
and aided very greatly in the successful termination of the project, 
as well as J. D. McCartney, the soldier of the Stonewall Brigade, 
and the possessor of its battle-hag, carried on many a battlefield. 


LUTHER M. DUNN. 

This gentleman was one of the founders of Hinton. He came 
here when the county and city were young, and in his youth. lie 
was born in Albemarle County, \ irginia, near Scottsville. His 
father was a minister of the Christian Church. He enlisted in the 
Confederate Armv when a bov of eighteen, and, after the fall of 

m 1 

the Confederacy, while the Chesapeake A: Ohio Railway was being 
built through this section, came and located in Hinton, when there 
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were not more than half a dozen houses in the town, and entered 

% 

into the retail mercantile business, with a Hebrew bv the name of 

* 

► 

Goldsmith, the stole of the firm being Dunn & Goldsmith. He 

- o 

was born on February 16, 1843, and died in Hinton on the third 
day of September, 1 ! M4, at- the age of sixty-one years, and was 
first married to Miss Atkinson, of Hinton, and on the third dav of 
July. 1 S''0, to Mrs. M. J. Luck, who survives him and is still a 
resident of the county. 

“Squire" Dunn, as he was familiarly called, was a familiar face 
in the town of Hinton from its foundation to the date of his death ; 
was noted for his natural ability, shrewdness and kindness of heart. 
He was enterprising- and took an active interest and pride m the 
growth of the town and development of the county. 

It was his brother, the civil engineer. B. R. Dunn, who laid out 
the town of Hinton and made the first official map thereof, which 
is recorded in Deed Book “A." at page 540. in the office 
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court. Another brother also was the ciiiet 


engineer of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad and its general man¬ 


ager for a number of years. 


Soon after the location of Mr. Dunn in the countv, the first and 


onl\ 


suit brought in the countv against anv one was brought bv 


Charles Garten against the firm of Dunn 8: Goldsmith for selling 
liquor to a person who was in the habit of drinking to intoxication. 
This firm was engaged in the retail business, and a voting man 
bv the name of “jack" Garten came to Hinton, became intoxicated, 
and undertook to ford Greenbrier River when not fordable, and 
was, unfortunately, drowned, and from which mi>foitune the liti¬ 
gation was instituted, but the action was afterwards dismised and 
never tried. 


Mr. Dunn was a man of fine business qualifications. Business 
reverses did not discourage him. When the railroad was being 

o o 

built through this section the company paid off its laborers and 
contractors in “scrip," of which he acquired many thousands of 
dollars. The company failed and went into the hands of a receiver, 
and thus he lost his entire fortune. He again went to work, and, 
after many business enterprises, tips and downs, died, leaving a 
considerable fortune. It was he anil Dr. J. T. Hume who recog¬ 
nized the eariv growth of real estate in value and demand for good, 
substantial business brumes, and constructed the large three-storv 

•ft?- ^ 

brick business building on the corner of Second Avenue and Tem¬ 
ple Street, known as the “Dunn & Hume Building," which has been 
occupied for many years a> the large retail mercantile establish- 
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merit of \Ym. Plumley, Jr., the third story being occupied as a 
public hall for nearly all the secret orders of the city. 

He was the first postmaster of the citv of Hinton, and 


took charge when the compensation was only the amount 
received for the cancellation of stamps, the office being es¬ 
tablished in 1873. He held the position of postmaster for 
twelve years, during which time he was elected justice of the 
peace of Greenbrier District, and was a member of the county 
court under the old Constitution. At that time the office paid 
but a small compensation, but later became a desirable and well¬ 
paving position. He held the office for sixteen years. His de¬ 
cisions were seldom reversed when appealed from, and his good 
judgment was never better shown than in the many decisions ren¬ 
dered by him in this office. The business in this office filled some 
twenty volumes of well-bound record books, the size of deed books. 

He was popular, and, although a member of the minority party, 
alwavs received' main- votes from the oonosition. He was noted 


A Ji 


for his keen wit and greatly enjoyed a joke and enjoyed the bright 
side of life. lie was a Republican in politics for the last twenty 
years of his life, having transferred his political affiliation during 
the time of one of the numerous post office contests in the city 
of Hinton, after the office became a paying and valuable position. 
He was for some five years the coroner of the county and a notary 
public for many years—a man of warm impulses and of high, hon¬ 
orable instincts, with many of the traits of the “old Virginia gen¬ 
tleman.” He had but few enemies and many friends. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Summers Count} lias produced one of the most learned scien¬ 
tific gentlemen of the country in the person of W illiam Hinton, 
Sr., now seventy-four years of age. and a son of David Hinton, of 
near Greenville, in Monroe Countv—an old Rockingham Countv. 

- o + * 

\ irginia, family. He is a scientific civ il engineer, and has pat¬ 
ented the following useful and valuable inventions: 


-\ ? 1 pp 


mecr:: 


«i " nr 
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wliivih makes and 


records the work as it proceeds—trigonometer. 

Second—Monkey-wrench. 

Third—A bottle stopper. 

Fourth—An instrument for the use of civil engineers and stir- 
veyors. which gives the correct variation of the needle, the true 
meridian, and records same: and he is at work on the fifth at this 
date. 

He is a quiet, unassuming, steady worker and a genius; but his 
works may not be fully realized in his day. 

Another Summers Countv man’s invention is a rosette cutter, 
patented by “Coon” Cooper and Jas. H. Miller. 

Another is the Charlton curtain, by Dean Charlton of Mad¬ 
am’s Creek. 7*his curtain is now being manufactured bv the Chari¬ 




ton Curtain Co., a Hinton company chartered under the laws of 
W'est Virginia, with Dr. J. F. Bigony as president and H. Ewart 
as secretary, its-factory is in Avis, and was established in 1907. 

Another is a patent window curtain holder apparatus, by Mrs. 
J. Ellen Miller, of the Hotel Miller, wife of James V. Miller, pat¬ 
ented in. 1903, and she is the only lady patentee in the history of 
Summers Countv. 

Another is a patent car coupler, by \Y» B. Jones and Colonel 
T. G. Mann. 

M. B. Simmons, a painter at the round house for the C. £: O. 
Railway, has patented a very valuable liniment medicine, from 
which he will likelv make a fortune. 
























• #/ '+• yvzr** * %- v t#** • 11 r " 


.' * • 


•* > 


X • r 

•<v • 
< 


/ 




4 



ANl'KEW P. PENCE, 

The Coroner and Promoter of Pence Springs. 
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Hon. M. M. Warren and M. M. Altair, of Riffs Crossing, have 
patented a valuable cattle guard for use on railroad tracks. 

Rev. Leonidas L. Huffman, a son of Samuel Huffman, of Wolf 
Creek, is the author of a religious book, copyrighted under the title 
of “Religious Similitude.” 


HINTON LODGE No. S21, B. P. O. E. 

This order was instituted January 5, 1903, and occupied the 
Dunn & Hume Hall, in the third story of the building ot that name, 
on the corner of Temple Street and Third Avenue. It also in¬ 
stalled a neat suite of chambers on the second floor of the same 
building, in which they placed piano, pianola, billiard tables and 
other furniture for amusement, rest and recreation. 

The first officers were: 

Esteemed Ruler—R. F. Dunlap. 

ILMUUIllCLi i^CdAllliU iv mu ii i-i . iv. i uuvut. 

o o 

Esteemed Lecturer—\\ . H. lawyers. 

Treasurer—W. H. Garnett. 

Secretary—C. C. Campbell. 

Inner C-^ard—T. C. Ware. 

Tiler—Dr. T. O. Flanagan. 

Trustees—Dr. J. T. Humes, W. L. Fredeking. W. F. Parker. 

Esquire—O. C. Lowe. 

In 1900 the order erected its handsome four-story building, at 
a com of S30.000, on Second Avenue. Much of the honor thereof is 
due to Mr. T. Donald Humphries, the merchant, now in business 
in the city. 


HINTON LODGE, A. F. & A. M. 

This order was chartered November 11, 1SS5, when there were 
comparativelv few inhabitants, and those were in meager circum¬ 
stances, and the prospects for Masonry were dark. The “Old 
Guard” has largelv passed to the great beyond, but their names 
and work for the order are revered bv those devoted to the cause. 

idle past masters to date are as follows: M. \ . Calloway. A. 
T. Maupin, P. K. Litsinger. E. H. Peck. D. R. Swisher, T. G. 
Swatts. C. T. Anderson. F. M. Starbuck. W. W . Flumes. T. G. Haley, 
Frank Lively, J. B. Parrott, T. L. Brightwell. W. L. Wilson. Lynn 
Gardener. Dr. T. O. Flanagan and L. J. Shelton. 

There have been but few secretaries, those occupying the po¬ 
sition Micceeding each other at long intervals. These filling that 
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position are: P. K. Litsinger. Frank Lively. J. P», Harris and T. 
O. Flanagan. 

1 he lodge as originally instituted was known as “Whitcomb 
Lodge,” No. 62, named after Mr. Whitcomb, one of the civil engi- 

O 

neers who built the C. & O. Railway. This was changed to Hinton 

Lodge, Xo. 12, November 11, 1885. 

Hinton Commanderv was chartered fitly 28. 1S98. There are 

* + m 

a great number of orders in the city, including Eagles. Red Men, 
Knights of Pythias, Odd Fellows, Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers. Brotherhood of Trainmen and Conductors. There is 
no town of the size in the country in which the secret orders nour¬ 
ish more liberally than in Hinton, many of which carry a liberal in¬ 
surance in connection therewith, and which has been of great bene- 

« ^ 

fit to those injured by accident or otherwise, as well as their fami¬ 
lies. 


THE C. 8c O. RAILWAY CO. 

This corporation is largely identified with the history of Sum¬ 
mers County. When originally chartered, it was the Chesapeake 
& Ohio Railroad Company, C. P. Huntington and General Williams 
C. Wickham being the promoters. Soon after its completion it 


went ip to the hands of a receiver—was sold in judicial proceedings, 
reorganization took place under new charters, and the Chesapeake 
& Ohio Railway Company, with C. I*. Huntington as president, 
and General Williams C. W ickham as vice-president. 

It extends from Alderson, at the county line, down Greenbrier 

9 

River, a distance of twenty miles; thence down New River to the 

•» 

Fayette line, a distance of about fifteen miles, making between 
thirty-five and forty miles of track in the county. Soon after its 
construction it erected at Pence's Springs depot, large and com¬ 
modious cattle pens and stockyards, and the station at that point 
was known as “Stockyards.” The land surrounding is now owned 
bv ex-Sherifif O. T. Kesler, but was then owned bv .Silas R. Mason, 
a railroad contractor. About 1602 the stockyards were removed 
to the town of Avis, and the railway station was changed to Pence 


Springs. Immediately after the location of the line of the railroad, 
the excavations for the round-house at Hinton were begun by 
Alexander Atkinson, an Irish-American contractor, and father of 
Captain Frank Atkinson, a passenger conductor at present; also of 
Miss Maggie Atkinson, of Hinton. The work was stopped on the 
round-house when the C. & O. Railroad Company went into the 
hands of a receiver, but afterwards completed on its reorganization. 
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The first passenger depot was a one-story frame building im¬ 
mediately opposite the Hinton ferry. This was converted into a 
freight depot in the year 1900, and the large brick passenger depot 
and offices erected at the present site. Hinton has been the end of 
the Huntington division since the construction of the road, and has 
practically been all the time the headquarters for the superinten¬ 
dent and operative and office forces. There are but a few of the 
old railway employees in this section who were connected with its 
operation upon its completion. The first division superintendent 
was Thomas Sharp, a Virginian, and the father of Mrs. M. J. Cook, 
Thomas Lee Sharp and Mrs. Professor Koontz. The first passen¬ 
ger conductor running into Hinton was Captain Phil Cason, who 
now runs from Richmond to Newport News. His boarding place 
was with Mrs. M. S. Gentry, in the old log homestead of the Hin- 
ton’s by the side of the railroad track, at the crossing in Avis. 

L. S. Alley was one of the first locomotive engineers who ever 
ran on this road. He was a native of Prince George County. Vir¬ 
ginia. born the 8th day of September, 1832, and is now retired on 
pay for his faithful service to the company, and resides at Alder- 
son, West Virginia. He commenced running on this road in 1852, 
before it passed this side of the Jackson River. His first trip 
west of White Sulphur in the Allegheny Mountains was in the 
latter part of 1873. He was a famous old Virginia gentleman, 
known far and near bv all railroad men. It is an interesting and 
entertaining pastime to talk with this old pioneer about railroad¬ 
ing in the early days. He was a railroad locomotive engineer dur¬ 
ing the Civil War, running from Jackson River Depot to Staunton. 
During the war. about forty-five years ago, a train load of soldiers 

was brought from Staunton to Jackson River bv this old veteran 

♦ * 

on a stormv dav. It was bitter cold, and the night closed in with 

m m O 

flakes of living snow from the neighboring mountains, when En- 

w O o O 

gineer Alley pulled into Jackson River Depot. He grasped his 
lantern, his day's work finished and well done, and started for 
home, where he knew comforts awaited him. As he started he 
met at the door of the telegraph office four or five soldiers, who 
were seeking some place of shelter, all of the public houses being 
filled to overflowing. Out of the goodness of his heart he took 
each of them home with him and gave them a hearty Viiginia 
welcome. 

The following is taken from a letter written to Mr. Alley by 
one of the«e soldiers forty-three years afterwards: “Ah, how well 
I remember, when we reached vour house, von knocked on the 
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door, and a soft, tender voice asked ‘Who is there?’ ‘It i 


s me. 


pn crt n 

« W A A A W A 


major 

'"T' 


♦ 4 ^ a ^ “ • • 1 r* B ‘ , , v t ^ 

v^i uu uciIOIl 


Lassie, and I have brought some Georgia soldiers to spend the 
night with its. She replied, ‘They are more than welcome if tliev 
are soldiers—it matters not from where they are.’ And of the 
little squad of soldiers that sat at vour table that November night, 
I believe I am the only one who lias not passed over the river to 
rest under the trees.” 

It is pleasant to talk to this old pioneer railroader, and hear him 
recount the reminiscences of the early dangers encountered through 
the wilds of this region. He is succeeded bv a generation of rail- 

• o 

roaders, his son. Lon Aliev, being now one of the trusted engi- 
neers running a passenger train between Hinton and Clifton Forge. 
Mr. Alley began running on the Danville road in 1857. 

The first superintendent of this section was Captain Joe Mal¬ 
lory; the hrst engineer of maintenance of way was William M. S. 
Dunn, a brother of the late Luther M. Dunn, of Hinton. The first 

was II. D. W hitcomb, assistant of 
MCJxenrie; also Captain Talcott, after whom the town of 
Talcott was named : Captain Temple, after whom Temple Street 
was named, and Major Randolph, who was killed by a blast at 
New River Falls during the construction at that place. H. D. 
Whitcomb was also superintendent, the third; J. H. Gill being the 
second; the fourth was John II. Timherlake; the fifth, Thomas 
Dodemead; the sixth, II. D. W hitcomb ; seventh. Superintendent 
Perry; eighth. William M. S. Dunn; ninth, W. S. Rider, univer¬ 
sally disliked for his tyrannical disposition and his uncalled-for 
interference in matters not pertaining to his business or that of 
the corporation by whom he was employed. The tenth was a Mr. 
Harris from New York State; the eleventh was a Mr. Cutter; the 
twelfth was II. R. Dills, who was promoted from train dispatcher. 
It was through his efforts, with those of a number of enterprising 
citizens of the city, that the yards in Avis were secured, and an 
apparent permanency given to the city, he and the writer having 
negotiated a portion of the land from the late Evi P>allangee for 
these yards. The thirteenth, superintendent was again J. H. Gill, 
and the fourteenth was Mr. J. W\ Knapp,mow superintendent of 
the Richmond Division, and who, by his having resided long in 
this city and his disposition to aid in its advancement, became 
universally endeared to its people. The fifteenth is J. W. Car¬ 
lisle, now at Clifton Forge, and the present and sixteenth is E. \Y. 
Grice. George Thomasson, C. P>. Mahan, J. H. King were among 
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the first conductors. T. G. Swatts, George Showalter, Henry An- 
carrow, engineers. 

John Roadcap was one of the oldest fireman on this division. 
Fie was killed in an accident at Stretcher’s Neck Tunnel. John 
Wilkins was one of the ancient engineers. Engineer Alley, who 
L referred to in these pages, was promoted from fireman to en¬ 
gineer in 1852. He retired from the service in July, 1898. He was 
exceedingly fortunate, never having received an injury or hurt in 
any way in his railroading experience, although he was in four 
head-end collisions, two rear-end collisions and a number of small 
mishaps. He had considerable experience in hauling soldiers dur¬ 
ing the war. The road has greatly increased its service, efficiency 
and has aided materially in the development of this region. The 
road was operated for some time as the Newport News & Mis¬ 
sissippi Valley Co. 

This railroad has become one of the great trunk lines of the 

o 

country, hor several years after its completion its service was 
very inefficient and the tonnage light. Inducements were offered 
by the corporation to secure enterprises along the line w r hich would 
increase the tonnage, and of late years the trouble has been to 
provide transportation for the productions produced on the main 
line and its branches, the principal of which has been coal from 
the New River and Kanawha fields, and timber. The stations in 
this county are one at the old Mohler switch, which was aban¬ 
doned for a number of years, but recently re-opened. A 
short line built by the Commonwealth Lumber Company 
crosses the Greenbrier River to the mouth of Griffith’s Creek, 
and extends up that creek into the Jarrett Survey of land, 

the top of the Keeney’s Knobs, and extending 
into the headwaters of Lick Creek country. The broad-gauge 


covering 


track with steam power used for hauling manufactured lumber 
from those lands, and a little town has grown up at the junction 
of the main line. The next station is at the mouth of Wolf Creek, 
and is the shipping point for the Big Wolf Creek Valley and sur¬ 
rounding country. The next is Riffe’s Crossing, which is a local 


stop for local passengers only. Pence Springs is the next station, 
which was known as the Stock Yards for twenty years. After the 
removal of these cattle pens to Hinton, the station w r as named 
iVrw'^ ^r>*Ttigs. Three miles west is Lowell, and a mile and a half 


ence .''prin 


west of that place is Talcott; then Wiggins, or better known as 
Hon, four miles east of Hinton; then Hinton; then Barkedale, 
about four miles west of Hinton, which is a shipping point only 
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for manufactured timber; Brooks, a mile west; then Sandstone, or 
Xew Richmond: then Meadow Creek, which is a mile and a half 
east of the Favette Countv line. 

1 his road was originally commenced some years before the 
war, and constructed to Jackson's River. The war commenced 
and stopped all railroad construction. A few years after its ter¬ 
mination C. sP. Huntington, the Xew York capitalist, secured con¬ 
trol of that road known as the Covington X Virginia, secured a 
charter from the V est \ irginia Legislature, and constructed the 
road into \\ bite Sulphur Springs, and later on to the Ohio River 
at Huntington, which citv was founded bv Collis P. Huntington. 

~ w O 

and named for him. He also constructed the link between W hite 
Sulphur and Huntington, beginning work from both ends, d he 
road was let to contract in mile sections, and the last spike was 
driven near the Hawk's Xest bv a contractor bv the name of 

* f 

C. R. Mason, who worked as a laborer with a wheelbarrow when 


a bov when the iuad began. I tie first engines were bred with 


eordwood, and later with coal secured from the Xew River mines. 
Only a few freight trains ran at the beginning, and only local pas¬ 
senger trains were operated. There were no sleepers or Pullmans, 
and the mails were not carried for some time. In a short time 
after its completion, being unable to meet its interest, the mort¬ 
gages were foreclosed and it was sold, being purchased and trans¬ 
ferred to the Chesapeake X Ohio Railway Co. In the meantime 
Mr. Huntington formed some kind of a syndicate, with which he 
placed this line, and it was operated for a year or two under the 
name of the Ohio X Mississippi Valley Railway. M. E. Ingalls 
was made president later, and operated its lines with the Big 
Four, or the C.. C., C. X St. L. Railway, of which he was president 
also. Afterwards George \Y. Stevens was made president, and 
so continues. Prior to his becoming president he was general man¬ 
ager of the road under Ingalls. As its business has increased 
it has enlarged its facilities bv increasing the vards in Hinton. and 
bv double-tracking all of the line in Summers Countv. The large 

r O ^ ~ 

wooden trestles originally constructed over the ravines and creeks 
were replaced with substantial stone abutments and iron super¬ 
structures. The bridge across Greenbrier at Lowell was torn down 
and a new steel bridge superstructure placed in its stead, without 
suspension of the operation of trains. The Big Bend Tunnel was 
arched with brick, and the old wooden arch taken out which oc¬ 
cupied ten vears’ time, but the traffic was not stopped a moment 
during the time, except temporarily for a few hours sometimes by 
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reason of the debris falling in. The double track was never laid 
through the Big Bend Tunnel, and during its construction the 
main line ran around the end of the mountain through which the 
Little Bend Tunnel passes. 


The tirst line surveyed for the main line of the railwa\ 


was 


through Keeney’s Knobs from Alderson, down Lick Creek to its 
mouth, but it was abandoned and the present route secured. The 
principal rights-of-way from the land owners were secured by 
Robert F. Dennis, a lawyer of Lewisburg. Comparatively little 
of the rights-of-way were condemned. Mr. Huntington purchased, 
about the time he was securing right-of-way, or soon after, the 
land on which Hinton is built from Rufus Pack, administrator of 
the estate of Isaac Ballangee, in the name of the railway company, 
and later organized the Central Land Company and transferred the 

~ A ^ 

land to that company. He did the same at Huntington, purchasing 
the real estate upon which that city is built, and transferring it to 
Central T Company, of which he was the president until 
his death. The charter for that corporation expired some years 
before his death, a receiver was appointed, who took charge of all 
the lands, and the titles were passed by a commissioner >f the 
United States Court, until after his death, when the property was 
all sold and purchased by a syndicate of Huntington and Charles¬ 
ton people, who immediately sold the Hinton interest remaining 
undisposed of by the special receiver to William Plumlev, Jr., and 
E. H. Peck. They disposed of a considerable amount of the prop¬ 
erty in lots, and then sold the remainder in a body to Col. J. A. 
Parker, who now owns the same, amounting to sixty or seventy 


acres. 


The first telegraph operator at Hinton was a man by the name 
of Robert Baird, who had his office in a box car. The old-style 
telegraph was still in use, and the machines operated by the tel¬ 
egraphers were a curiosity. At this date the last one remaining 
in use in the L'nited States, so far as known, was by \Y. J. Han¬ 
cock at Alderson. The only telegraph line ever doing business in 
this countv has been that of the Western Union, and the only 
express company doing business is the Adams Express Company, 
the telegraph and express business being operated in connection 
with the railway business. The division headquarters have always 
been at Hinton, and before the construction of their present com¬ 
modious brick quarters in the upper story of the station, up-town 

rooms were used. At one time the old brick house just above the 

* 

round-house, known as the McClung Building, and the Riffe Build- 
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ing. above the old Wickam House, were used for years for offices 
for the company. 

The block system was not established until within the last ten 
vears. Accidents were verv freauent for the first fifteen years after 

m/ L J 

the completion of the road, and litigation in the courts for injuries 

done to the person as well as to property was common. 

When the first telegraph wire was placed through the county 

it was difficult to keep the connection up bv reason of the natives 

♦ 

cutting the wire and using it for domestic uses around the farm; 
especially was this true in the Laurei Creek neighborhood. The 
excavation for the round-house was made by Alexander Atkinson. 
The employees for several years after the completion of the road 
were principally Virginians. The labor used in its construction 
was mostly colored labor from Virginia. The material for the 
construction was all brought overland in w r agons or down Green¬ 
brier River in bateaux. The people all over the country subscribed 
to a fund for making d. channel down Greenbrier Riv^r trams 
portation purposes. The people on Lick Creek, w r e remember, 
united in this enterprise, which benefited the railroad company 

principally. 

J. H. Gunther w r as the first depot agent at Hinton and also 
agent for the Central Land Co., which positions he retained for a 


number of y r ears. He was a very enterprising man. and did much 
for the upbuilding of the town. He finally got to speculating, 
broke up financially and left for parts not known. 

The agents here have been J. H. Gunther. A. G. Flannagan, 
L. M. Peck, Coleman Alderson, present, Roger Young, J. Hugh 
Miller and Covertson. 


TALCOTT. 

Talcott as a town, or village w-as unknown to fame or to 
the maps of the country until the construction of the Chesapeake 
& Ohio Railroad. It is situated above Hungard’s Creek, at its 
mouth, and at the east portal of . the Big Bend Tunnel. 1 he vil¬ 
lage and station were named after Captain 1 alcott, a civil engi¬ 
neer, who aided in locating the railroad at that point. At the time 
of the formation of the county the postoffice was on the opposite 
side of the Greenbrier River, and known as Rollynsburg. After 
whom that postoffice was named I am unable to ascertain, unless 
it be after C. K. Rollvson. who was a well-known citizen of that 
neighborhood in his day. J. V . Jones and W. \V. Jones, two 
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brothers, were then engaged in merchandising on that side of the 
river known as Roilynsburg, under the firm name of J. \Y. Jones 
& Brother. Alter the building of the railroad they moved across 
the river into the storeroom still occupied by \Y. \Y. Jones, con¬ 
tinuously from that day to this. After the removal, J. \Y. Jones 
accidentally shot and killed himself instantly, leaving a widow, a 
daughter of Dr. Bray and sister of A. B. C. Bray, of Ronceverte, 
and cashier of the First National Bank of that place. 

The village has in the last two years received some impetus 
by reason of the building of the bridge across the river, it being 
made the shipping point for Red Sulphur Springs and Barger 
Springs. A new hotel is now under construction by Messrs. John 
\Y. Willy and George B. Dunn, two merchants of that place. It 
has been the shipping point for a large quantity of timber, tan- 
bark and raihvav cross-ties, for the last thirtv odd Years, brought 

• » - ' o 

iii from Hungard’s Creek, Boone Creek and other directions. The 
late M. A. Manning was onn of the brc* «ettler= ^nH 

made it his home for the last thirty years of his life, and always 
took great interest in its progress. There are now four stores in 
the place—W. W. Jones, J. W. Hoke. W. D. Rhodes and Dunn 
& Willy. It has two churches, an M. E. Church South and a 
Missionary Baptist. It has a good frame free school house. 


THE GREAT FLOOD. 

On September 18, 1878, occurred the greatest and most de¬ 
structive flood ever known in this region. 1 he only one coming 
near to it was that of 1861, which nearly equalled, if not exceeded 
it. New River was 22% feet high—six feet higher than known of 
before, as then claimed. Rude desolation marked the course of 
the angrv waters the entire length of the New River Valley, i if- 
teen dwellings, a steamboat, fine stables, and one very large saw- 

o 

mill, the first erected in the county, that of John P. Mills, at the 
point of the island near the water plant, were swept away and 
destroyed. Rain continued to fall for twenty-four hours. 1 he 
rainfall as shown by the Government gauge was 3 l / 2 inches in the 
twenty-four hours—one-half inch greater than ever before reached 
or known. Bluestone came first as never before. The waters rose 
into the residence of Charles Clark, at the mouth of Bluestone, 
where Tolin W. Barker now lives: carried off Tames & Sons’ boom. 
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like frost before the summer sun. The new steamboat “Cecelia/’ 
being in course of construction, was torn loose from its cables and 
went to the ocean. The waters were at their highest on Friday. 
All families deserted the island, leaving their worldly belongings, 
except Silas Hinton and J. P. Mills, but they raised a cry for help, 
and Tames Tohnson (colored), now nearlv ninety vears old, and 

•r ' 

his brave crew, carried them out over the racing hood. The en- 

o o 

tire island disappeared except 100 feet square, near where Dr. 
Gooch resided, and where McDonald built the first brick kiln to 
construct the court house. All the horses, cattle, calves and hogs 
gathered on this square and began making piteous appeals for 
succor; the horses neighed, and the cows lowed most pleadingly, 
until relief came and they were carried off. Each time Johnson 
and his crew attempted to get to the residences of Hinton and 
Mills they were swept away, until finally joined by Tim Over¬ 
shiner, Wm. H. Thompson and Wm. R. Thompson, who was nm¬ 
ol" the most brave and active in the work of rescue, in d 

skiff and undertook to cross, but Johnson got there first, and they 
together released the humans as well as the beasts from their danger 

o o 

and their captivity. 

% 

New River ran from mountain to mountain. Havstacks, corn 
ami fencing were carried awav in the mad rush. Seven horses. 

o - 

two calves and a number of hogs were rescued bv- the boatmen. 

t* 

The river continued to rise until ten o'clock Saturday night. Joe 
Carter lost two dwellings and (>00 panel of fence. \Y. II. Cottle 
lost his residence and all household goods. Widow Day lost all 
her personal effects. E. A. Weeks lost his dwelling; B. L. Hoge 
his dwelling and household effects; Anna Hoge all her personal 

goods; Walker Tyler his building, storehouse and residence. The 

* 

John Pack storehouse was swept away, the upper story of which 
had been used a court house for some time after the formation 
of the county, and its removal from the old church. C. Harris and 
F. M. Starbuck lost all their property; Captain Taliaferro had hE 
house damaged to the exteilt of 51,200 and household goods de- 
stroyed. The Sperry House, then owned by the James Sons’ Co., 
was also damaged^ The William fames Sons’ Co. lost $5,000 bv 
loss of boats, logs, boom, etc., and Silas Hinton's kitchen drifted 
away and lodged against Captain Dennis' residence. The water 
was five feet deep in his house and in the storehouse of Silas Hin¬ 
ton & Bro. J. H. Hobbs lost one building. M. V. Calloway lost 
his residence, all of the outbuildings and all of his household am> 
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personal property. B. Prince, Geo. S. Young, John \Y. Woodson, 
1. S. Thompson. J. P. Mills and S. E. Phillips & Bro. each lost 
very considerable. The handsome frame residence and large steam 
mill of 1. P. Mills were destroyed and damaged to the extent of 

•* - o 

$5,000. X. M. Lowery, B. P. Gooch, Sam Pack, the Rev. Harry 
Coe. the Widow Rice. Rev. M. Bibb, John R. Gott, M. Thompson, 
las. Collins and others lost very considerable. The populous part 
of the city was on the island in Avis, and especially fronting Xew 
River. This river front was practically all carried away except 
a part of the house of $. Hinton and the house of Frank Dennis. 
The whole island was left desolate. A dvke was begun bv the mu- 




nicipalitv of Avis in 1006, with a view to turning the floods and 
waters from the river as a protection for all time. This work has 
progressed very satisfactorily to this date—January, 1907. 

\V. C. Richmond, who owned the fine farm just below Hin¬ 
ton. on the opposite side, had his large farm house completely de¬ 


molished. Colonel Crockett lost for.. 


roe 


c 1: s 


of 






7 > -00 


f - 


bushels of corn from Crump’s Bottom, and 1,000 rails and a valu¬ 
able portion of land along the river margin. Elbert Fowler lost 

I o o 

twenty-five stacks of hay, six acres of corn, with damages amount¬ 
ing to $1,000. including injury to land. M. C. Barker lost seven¬ 
teen stacks of hav. a large number of rails, and fiftv acres of corn. 
Rufus Pack lost five stacks of hay and six acres of corn and fenc¬ 
ing. A mill was washed off from Crump's Bottom, and on Lick 
Creek, in Green Sulphur District, the valuable grist mill of Har¬ 
rison Gwinn was swept away, tlie mill stones carried a great dis¬ 
tance, and the dam across the creek completely destroyed. The 
water was several feet up on the storehouse at Xew Richmond, 
now owned bv f. A. Graham, then owned bv Mrs. Culliny. Great 
damages were done to the railway, and all trains and traffic were 
completely at a standstill, and so continued until the following 
Sunday. Vincent Sweeney, an aged citizen, living on Xew River 
at this time, remembered a flood in 1840, when he claimed the 
river was higher by six feet than at this time, judging from a 
mark he made at the time. 

The losses bv the farmers along the rivers were very serious. 

m O «> 

John A. Richmond, at *Xe\\ Richmond, lost ISO shocks of corn; 
]. X. Havnes at Pack's Eerrv, lost 100 shocks; fames Roles,-at 
the momli of Milestone, on the Jonathan Lee Barker farm, lost 
100 shucks; C. A. Ertdeking lost 330 fine walnut logs from James' 
boom. 






HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 



A FATAL ACCIDENT. 

The month ot March, 1907, was one of the dreariest ever ex¬ 
perienced by residents of the county. It rained almost continually 
for the greater part of the month, resulting in a great deal of mud 
and slides constantly on the C. & O. Road. Furious thunder 

storms occurred, accompanied by bright lightning, illuminating the 
dark nights. 

John blanagan, a locomotive engineer, who was one of the old- 

' I ’ • 

est residents of Hinton, and who had for tweritv-five Years been 
one of the most faithful passenger engineers of the road, having 
taken the “hast Flying Virginian" when it was first placed on the 
road fifteen years before and ran it without a mishap or killing a 
man, passenger or employe, having a most enviable record, with 

ichael Guinn, a son of the old boatman, Captain 
Thomas J. Ouinn, were running No. 3. the west-bound paarcngei, 
“F. v . \ on the morning of March 12th, and when running near 
the trestle and embankment between Wiggins and the Little Bend 
Tunnel at Pauley’s Creek, ran into a small slide of slate which 
had fallen from the upper embankment. The engine was thrown 
from its trucks across the tracks, blocking them. The baggage 
car was thrown across the tracks, projecting half way over a lifly- 
foot perpendicular embankment, as was also the combination car, 
the remainder of the train practically remaining on the ties and 
rails. The engine and tender, which was of steel, were completely 
wrecked, as well as the baggage car. The rails for some one him- 
dred feet were twisted, warped and destroyed, the wheels of the 
cars sinking and cutting through the ties into the earth. Mr. 

O O Cm 

Flanagan and his fireman were both caught beneath the engine. 

O I o O 

from which the hot steam escaped in great quantities, resulting 
in the scalding and burning of them to such an extent that thcv 

O o •* 

died within a very short time after being’rescued from the debris, 
which was done within thirty minutes after the catastrophe. Xo 
passenger was seriously hurt, the baggageman being slightly in¬ 
jured. 

Mr. Flanagan was about fifty-eight vears of age. in the best of 

O * C* o 

health, and was buried at “Hill Top" Cemetery on the 14th. In 
such high esteem was he held that the entire business of the city 
was suspended, the business houses closed, the railroad company 
practically stopping operation from 12 until 4 o’clock on the day 
of the funeral. 

The funeral was participated in by the great body of our citi- 
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zens, and by the fraternal orders of which he was a member—the 
Masons, the Elks and the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, 
lie left a family of three children—Dr. T. O. Flanagan, Mrs. E. 
N. Faulconer and a widow. 

He was held in universal esteem, and his death and the sud¬ 
denness and manner of his taking off cast a gloom over the entire 
community. 

The remains of .young Guinn, who was twenty-five vears of 
age, were interred at the family burying-ground at Farley, on the 
14th, by his brotherhood. He was a young man of character, and 
his death was regretted by the people generally. 

About the same time Captain John D. Lutz, a conductor, was 
killed in his caboose at Sewall Creek by an engine running into it. 
lie was also buried on the 14th. He was a popular and good citi¬ 
zen, and left a widow and seven small children. 


CATASTEOPH 




A r T' ID A PI 7 rp’^ r\ TiT?'*'* * tT 

i a x jl iUuvj^i\ u w x j_^ ivri ii 




On the 4th of July, in the year 1895,, one of the greatest cele¬ 
brations of that great holiday was in progress. The city was full 
of people from the country districts, and from up and down the 


o 

v_ 


T 


railroad the whole town was in gala attire; flags floating from th 
buildings and decorations throughout the town ; the people happy, 
and having a day of happiness and enjoyment. A street parade 
had taken place, and comic demonstrations carried out according 
to program. A ball was billed for the afternoon at the Parker 
House. The buil ding wa> crowded to its full capacity with men. 
women and childien, which was not sufficient to permit all the 
people desiring admittance to enter to observe or take part in the 
festivities. Alone: the front of the building facing Summers Street 

o o o 

was a temporary balcony or covering for the purpose of providing 
shade tor the walk and store-rooms on the ground floor, A num¬ 
ber of people had gone up into the Opera House, and gone out 
onto the balcony through the windows to observe and enjoy the 
festivities within. The walks were crowded with people going 
to and fro, passing and repassing, and enjoying the occasion, 
when '■uuldenlv this woodcn-construeted balcony gave way from 
the top, the fastenings parting from the walls, precipitating the 
crowd on top of the balcony, as well as the timbers on which it 
was constructed at the window* onto the people below. Imrne- 
diatelv great confusion reigned! The people fled from the Opera 
House exit pell-mell, and it was soon circulated throughout the 




















































734 


HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


town that a 


tragedv 


had occurred. One man, Parker Beuuet, 


leaped on his white horse and rode through town at a gallop, 
“hollering" to the extent of his powerful lungs and voice “that 
the Opera House had fell and the people were all massacred.’’ 
There was one boy killed (Maun), being eleven years of age. who 
was the son of Thomas Mann, who lived in Ppper Hinton; Louise 
Fletcher, who had her ankle broken at the joint; Henry Lee Lilly 
received slight bodily injuries, and several others were injured 
more or less seriouslv. 

This accident resulted in long and hotly contested litigation. 
Mr. Mann sued the town of Hinton for damages bv reason of the 


killing of his son. and received a judgment for $1,000; Louise 
Fletcher sued Colonel J. A. Parker and Dr. S. P. Peck, the then 
owners of the ()pera House, for damages, for which she received 
a verdict before the jury of $700, which was taken to the Supreme 
Court of Appeals of the State, compromised and dismissed; but 
afterwards, by whar claimed without authority of the bencti- 

tituied bv the attorncvs interested, and the 


I’^rv n suit m 

~ 7 


compromise and judgment secured held not good, and judgment 
held valid, which was released by Miss Fletcher as to her interest; 
but the attorneys are still contesting the matter, claiming an at¬ 
torney's lien against the judgment, although they had received a 
part of the funds paid in settlement and compromised. This liti¬ 
gation has once been taken to the Supreme Court and reversed in 
Colonel Parker's favor, and is now pending in the circuit court. 
Mr. Lilly dismissed his suit, and all other matters werA adjusted. 
The city was later required to pay the Mann judgment oi $1,000. 


THE HINTON TOLL BRIDGE. 

\ 

This structure, one of the most important to the city of Hin¬ 
ton, was largely promoted by Dr. Joseph A. Fox. to whom the 
credit of the promotion of the enterprise is due. A joint stock 
companv was organized in 1904, and the charter issued, i lie com¬ 
pany elected a Board of Directors, composed of Dr. Fox as general 
manager; Dr. O. O. Cooper, vice-president, and William Plumley, 


president. The total cost of the bridge and land was $44,400. 

A contract was entered into on the 8th clay of October, lOO-b 

with the West Virginia Bridge & Construction Company, by which 

it agreed to construct this bridge for the price of $41,0o0. the 

3. The work 

was begun about the 1st of March. 1903. and completed on the 


bridge to be completed bv the 1st of ()ctober, 

O 1 






\VM. H. GARXFTT. 

Lawyer, Cashier First National Bank and Active 

Financier. 


♦ 
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23d day of August, 1906, when it was opened to the public as a 
puolic highway, charging five cents for foot passengers one wav, 
and ten cents for hor^e and rider. 

The great delay in the completion of the structure resulted in 
a notorious lav'suit by the toll Bridge Company vs. the Construe- 
tion Company for damages, tried on the 20th day of March, 1907. 
The jury gave its verdict lor the plaintiff for the sum of $900, and 
notice of an appeal given to he applied for. The attorney for the 
plaintiff was R. F. Dunlap, and for the defendant Beckner, Clav 

J 

and George K. Price, of Charleston. 

The piers and abutments are of concrete, the second of the kind 

4 

in the countv, the Talcott bridge being the first. 


HINTON WATER WORKS. 

About the year 1890 a number of the ri t , zens cf Hinton, a pgr 




dating the necessity and advantage* i<j be derived io me town. 


got together, in a general mass-meeting held for the purpose, and 
took steps towards organizing a water works enterprise. The 


leading promoters of the enterprise were J. C. James H. Ewart, 
R. R. Flanagan, A. G. Flanagan, $. P. Peck. W. j. Brightxvell, J. A. 
I ilie. James II. Miller and C. B. Mahon. They proceeded to or¬ 


ganize 


the Hinton Water Works Company, securing a charter 
therefore. A franchise for ninety-nine vears was secured from the 
city council, with the usual reservations, regulations and provisions. 
A reservoir was made near the graveyard on the top of the hill. 


which would hold 


gallons of water. The pump-house was 


located near the river in Axis. The company was capitalized at 
$20,000, but the plant cost about $30,000. It was a large under- 

—. ' t 1 enterprise for the then financial condition of the people 
of this citv. It was manv vears before the promoters began to 

- p x o 

realize anything from their investment. Later, the plant was sold 
to O. M. Lance and associates, of Wilkesbarre, Pa., who also pur¬ 
chased at the same time the electric light plant, and operated the 

% 

same together for some five vears, but were unable to declare a 
dividend on their stock, whereupon the same was resold to the 
citizens of Hinton at about $100,000. The price paid for the 
plant bv the Pennsylvania syndicate was $75,000. The electric 
light plant was not originally a part of the water works operations, 
but was a distinct and separate corporation, and was placed in the 
city, franchise secured and operated by I)r. S. P. Peck and F. M. 
Starbuck without incorporation. Later, they sold the plant to 
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John Leslie and associates, who operated it for a number of years, 
and sold it to the Pennsylvania people. Since the consolidation and 
repurchase by the present owners, who are all citizens of Minton, 
and include among their stockholders Messrs. H. Ewart, R. R. 
hlanagan, J. H. Jordan, A. L. Miller. O. O. Cooper, A. (A Flanagan, 
C. B. Mahon, J. C. James, Wm. Plumley, Jr., J. A. Fox, T. X. Read, 
W. H. Warren, P. K. Litsinger, J. A. Parker, W. J. Brightwell, 
J. J. Duffy, James T. McCreery and John AY. McCreery. The pres¬ 
ent company owns both the lighting and water systems, and are 
installing an entirely new, up-to-date and modern electric lighting 
plant and water system for the entire two cities of Hinton and 
Avis, placing new power-house, new steam pumps, and making an 
up-to-date plant throughout. 

Much unnecessary and unfair antagonism has been shown to¬ 
wards these enterprises for the last few years, and much misrepre¬ 
sentation and adverse criticism, by reason of the character of the 
service, however, not by the people who are looking to the best 
Interests of the town. Grounds for these criticisms and complaints 
have arisen from the character of the water and light service, and 

O 7 

these have grown largely from the operations conducted and main¬ 
tained on the property while owned by foreign capitalists, and not 
when under the management and operation of the home people. 
This, like all the other industries and enterprises "of these cities, 
is owned .by residents and home capitalists. 


TALCOTT TOLL BRIDGE. 


This is a steel bridge spanning the Greenbrier River at Talcott 
Station, and is owned,by the Talcott,Toll Bridge Company, a West 
Virginia corporation, of which Nathaniel Bacon, a direct descend¬ 
ant of the Virginia patriot of that name, celebrated in prose and 


poetry as well as in history as the hero of “Bacon’s Rebellion/’ and 
the hero in the famous novel, ‘‘Hansford,” is president, and J. A. 
Fox, of Hinton, general manager and the largest individual stock- 

y 1 O O 

holder. The bridge was contracted for and the construction be¬ 
gun in 1904, and completed in 1903. The piers are concrete and 
the superstructure iron, and it is the first and only steel bridge 
across Greenbrier River in the county. It is 400 feet long, and 
occupies the site of the old Rcllynsburg Ferry, later Talcott Ferry, 
of which Thomas C. Maddy, the old Confederate soldier, was for 
many years the owner and ferryman. The bridge company pur¬ 
chased the old ferry and employed Mr. Maddy as bridge-keeper. 
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and lie lias been the first and only one. He is noted for his hon¬ 
esty and courtesy in all the resrion. 


W hen this bridge was com¬ 


pleted it diverted a great deal of the travel from Lowell, including 
the Red Sulphur mail line and travel. A bridge, toll and free, had 
been agitated bv the citizens for manv a year, and a vote was taken 

1 - «r » • 

at one time on bonding the district, but voted down. Hon. M. A. 
Manning bad endeavored for vcars to secure a bridge, but it did 


not come until late years, and he did not live to see his hopes con¬ 
summated. The principal promoters were Messrs. Dr. Ford, \Y. 
\Y. Jones, X. Bacon, K. I\ Huston, G. B. Dunn and Dr. Fox, who 
first undertook the promotion of the enterprise. It cost about 
$i2,000, and was a paying investment from the time it was first 
thrown open to the public. 


FOSS BRIDGE. 

The first iron bridge ever built across Greenbrier Rwer was 

o 

built near its mouth by the Foss Bridge Company, a corporation 

chartered by the Secretary of State of W est Virginia on the 30th 

dav of Julv. 1900. bv G. L. Lilly, G. A. Miller, A. E. Miller, H. 
•* * • • •» 

Ewart and Jas. H. Miller. The bridge was completed the first of 
December. 1907. and was built and is owned practically by A. K. 


& C. 


i 


AIi 11 er. H. Ewart, lohn F. and Richard McXeer. It L 


about four hundred feet in length, with four piers. The ferry at 
this point was discontinued in November, 1007, at the opening of 
thi> bridge. The bridge was constructed bv the Columbus Bridge 
N: Iron Company. It consists of four sections, with piers and abut¬ 
ments of concrete. 


THE FREE LANCE. 


lh ere being factions 


in 


the Democratic party after the 


election of Grover Cleveland for the second time in 1803, 
those opposed to the policies of the "Independent Herald,” includ¬ 
ing E. H. Peck, Hon. Win, R. Thompson, Hon. Frank Lively and 
others, encouraged L B. Henderson, an ambulatory newspaper 


man, and 



re C. McIntosh, later the distinguished editor of 


the "Charleston Mail” and "Fayette Journal.” to found a new paper 


in 

1. 


Hinton, which was done in 1803, and christened tlie "Free 


a nee. 


1 • 


It was launched as a factional Democr 


a r i c 


par 


vr bv the 


firm of Henderson X McIntosh, publishers, but was owned by a 
joint stock company, incorporated as The Free Lance Publishing 
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Company, it ran along lor two or three years, became involved 
in debt, and was sold under a trust deed by Janies H. Miller, trustee, 
\\ h<> caimed it to be removed beyond the territory of the county, 
aim the same plant is now publishing the "Greenbrier Valley Demo¬ 
crat at Ronceverte. by the veteran newspaper man and editor, 

Howard 1 empleton, Captain C. i. Smith being the founder of the 
enterprise. 

I he career of the "Free Lance,' as is usual with an enterprise 
of this character, was short, turbulent and inglorious. Mr. McIn¬ 
tosh, being a Republican, was like a fish out of water running a 

ft 

Democratic journal. He retired to Fayette and founded the "Fav- 
ette - Journal, of which he is still editor and manager, being one 
of the most versatile and able writers of the Republican parrv in 
West Virginia. The "Free Lance" w r as an enterprising paper, but 
its patronage was not of a character to warrant its continuance, 
and its abettors were glad to see it perish from the earth. 


STENOGRAPHERS. 

W r e have been aided in the preparation of this work bv Miss 
Mary Miller, a daughter of James William Miller, a son of Irvin B. 
and a grandson of [ohn Miller. Sr., the settler, she being now' a 
proficient stenographer, located at Hinton; by Mrs. George A. 
Miller, who was the granddaughter of Augustus Gwinn, and 

o O O 1 

daughter of Mr. Clark Gwinn. of Alderson : and by Ben. IF Keller, 

a son of R. A. Keller, cashier of the Citizens' National Bank of 

Pineville. Wvoming Conn tv. and a direct descendant of Conrad 

Keller, the first settler at Lowell, he being now located at Hinton, 

* ’ / 

engaged as court stenographer: and by Miss Margaret McXeer, a 

% 

great-granddaughter of John Duncan, Sr., and a granddaughter of 
William R. MeXeer and Margaret, his wife, now engaged as 

O 7 o 

stenographer with the New River Grocery Company, all descend¬ 
ants of the ancient pioneers of this region. 


PENCE SPRING. 

This celebrated resort for pleasure and health is tw'dve miles 
east of Hinton, on the Greenbrier Bottoms, and is now owned by 
Andrew P. Pence, a nati\e of Monroe County, and a member of 
the honorable family located now in that county. 

The land consists of a tract of tw r o hundred and eighty-three 
acres, purchased by Mr. Pence from the heirs of Jessie Beard. 



























































































































































FOSS ERILM3E, 

Built by Charles Louis Miller, 1007 
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The land had been originally patented by William Kincaide, and 
later by Jesse Beard, the father of Mrs. George Keller, Mrs. Sa¬ 
rah Hines and Mrs. Caleb Johnson and Thomas Beard. When 
settled by Kincaide, the buffaloes regularly slaked their thirst, and 
traces oi the old huftalo paths leading over Keeney’s Knob to 
Lick C reek, no doubt leading to where Green Sulphur Springs are 
now. may yet be seen. Kincaide later moved on West. 

Mr. Pence, some years after his purchase, sold a one-third un¬ 
divided interest in the place to Judge Homer A. Holt, and another 
third to Colonel lames \\ . Davis, who had great faith in the fu- 
ture of the Spring, and they aided Mr. Pence in exploiting its 
virtue*'. Later, after the death of Judge Holt, Colonel Davis pur¬ 
chased his interest, and after his death Mr. Pence bought from 

o 

his son, Air. George X. Davis, of Greenbrier, the two-thirds ac¬ 
quired by his father, and which descended to him. Mr. Pence 
spent many years in introducing the water and bringing its cura¬ 
tive properties to the attention of ibe public lb ?rira¬ 

tions to the '■buildings for the accommodation of guests* which 
were burned >ome fifteen \ ears ago; but not becoming discour- 
aged, and having the utmost confidence in the place, he began over 
again, constructed a new and commodious hotel, adding to and 
enlarging the same from vear to year, and still at this time he is 

O O V r 

entirely unable to accommodate and supply the demands of the 
public, and has to turn guests away. 

The farm was bought thirty years ago by Andrew P. Pence, 
from the heirs of Jesse Beard. He began soon after its purchase 
to exploit the sulphur spring as a resort for persons afflicted with 
kidney, liver, dyspepsia and other afflictions, and by great persist¬ 
ence and energy he brought it up to one of the famous places in 
the State. Its curative properties have a wide repute throughout 
the Union. 


Analysis of Pence Springs, Made by Colonel M. B. Hardin, of 

Virginia Military Institute. 

i 

Grains per U. S. gallon of 231 cubic inches: 


Sodium Carbonate.14.568 

Calcium Carbonate . 1.312 

Magnesium Carbonate . 1.622 

Strontium Carbonate . 0.262 

i Lithium Carbonate ..'. 0.<b8 

Ammonium Carbonate . 0.00° 
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Ferrous Carbonate .-.traces 

Potassium Sulphate . 0.052 

Sodium Sulphate . 0.082 

Sodium Sulphide . 0.426 

Sodium Thiosulphate . 0.402 

Sodium Chloride . 2.035 

Sodium Iodide . 0.002 

Sodium Phosphate .traces 

Borax. 0.169 

Alumina. 0.407 

Silicia. 0.554 


Carbon dioxide combined with carbonates to 
bi-carbonates. 


22.230 


form 


7.610 


Milligrams 
per litre. 


Ammonia.016 

Alburnenoid Ammonia .026 


Cubic inches of the gases per gallon: 

Sulphuretted Hydrogen . 

Carbonic Acid . 

Nitrogen. 

Oxygen. 

Reduced to 60 deg. F. and 30 in pressure. 


OO Q «rv 

-«C I o 

Grains 
per gal. 

.0009 

.0030 


0 . 15 
0.18 
4.09 
0.17 


In recent years E. M. Carney, of Kanawha, purchased above 
Mr. Pence a tract of twenty-two acres of land, and began boring 
wells, of which lie has completed three by this time, seeking for 
the famous sulphur water, and finally finding it. and which for the 
past few years he has been pumping in large quantities. He also 
erected a large hotel—-“The Valiev Heights Hotel”—and enter- 

v O 

tains a large number of guests, who come bv reason of this sul- 

o o •• 


phur water. 

The operations of Mr. Carney have resulted in two noted law¬ 
suits—one in 1°04. of Pence versus Carney, to enjoin the pumping 
and waste of the water. This suit was decided by Circuit Court 
Judge McWhorter adversely to Air. Pence, who appealed to the 
Supreme Court of the State, where he reversed the lower court. 
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but practically deciding 
water in a reasonable 


that Carney had the right to pump the 
wav for beneficial purposes, but not for 


non-beneficial purposes or to waste it. 


Later, in 1407. Mr. Pence again sued out an injunction to stop 
what he claimed was a non-beneficial and waste of the water, 
which he contends has been done to his injury. This case has 
not yet been decided. 

It seems that when Carney pumps, the natural (low at Pence’s 
ceases, and it then becomes necessary for him to place a pump 
ami draw the water by powerful >ieam pumps. When Carney 

stops pumping for a few days, the water rises in Pence’s Spring 

# 

and hows as of old. As matters now stand, both parties are se¬ 
curing water by pumps, and neither has a natural flow. Mr. Pence 
does a large and profitable business in the bottling and shipping 
of the water, averaging some two hundred crates per week, at 
two dollars per crate, from which he has a profitable industry. 



This property was. from the first history we are able, to give of 
it, the property of Isaac Carden, and was a resort for hunter- and 
trappers before the war. and for their accommodation a row of 
double log cabins was built, with chimnevs between. A large 

C - C 1 

+ 

double hewed log house was erected, and this was enlarged bv the 
addition of a frame dining-room. This house is still standing, and 

i ’ 1 ’ 

was inhabited bv the first ancient settlers. Isaac Carden had a 


store at this place many years ago. and his goods came by canal 
from Richmond to Buchanan, and from there bv wagon—some one 

» o 

hundred miles or more. This was one of the ancient stores of 
the county, and the house stood in front of the spring across the 
branch, and all sign of it has vanished. The title to the property 
passed to William H. Barger, who married a Carden, and bis wife 
inherited one interest.and he purchased others. Pie left a will, by 
which he devised the plantation, including the spring, to his son, 
Wilbur A. Barger. The spring was not kept up or exploited as 
a resort, having fallen into disuse during the war. The buildings 
went down, and the Bargers onlv occupied the land as a farm for 

4 ^ «. « 

some fortv rears, the spring being covered with a rough, rugged, 
crude covering. In 1003 a party of thirty gentlemen of Hinton 
formed a company, on the recommendation of I X. Read, an at¬ 
torney of Hinton, who had for several summers visited the place 
and camped and fi>hed in the river. 1 he object of the company 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































7 42 


HISTORY OK SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


was to acquire tlie place and build summer homes tor themselves 
and families. They in 1°04 buiit a new covering - for the spring, 
a neat structure co\ ered with tin, circular in shape, with concrete 
columns supporting the same, and the owners of the lots built 

eight cottages—Messrs. 11. Ewart. J. 11. Jordan, C. Alvis, E. 
W. Tavlor. W . j. BriglUwell, T. X. Read and Dr. \\ . E. Harks- 
dale and James JI. Miller. 

The company first organized by electing 11. Ewart. C. B. Ma¬ 
hon, R. K. J lanagan. Geo. ( ). tjuesenberry and Jas. II. Miller as a 
Board of Directors, who elected Jas. H. Miller, president: C. B. 
Mahon, vice-president: H. Ewart. Secretary and treasurer, and E. 
E. Dunn, general manager. They had Andrew L. Campbell, sur- 
veyor, to plat the property, lay oft* a number of lots, including 
thirtv for the stockholders, each of the stockholders having one 
lot deeded to himself, the lot to be taken being drawn by lot. In 
1905 the present new hotel was built near the old log house, which 


15 Ov Cl 


i r\ 

iuo vearr 


old. the chimnev being one of the ourieGtie.- 


«j i 


the place. Water works were constructed in 190b, by which the 
property is provided from the Greenbrier River by a steam pump, 
a reservoir being constructed on the graveyard bill, and the place 
thrown open to the public and guests invited, and quite a prosper¬ 
ous season ensued. Mr. Dunn remaining manager tor two wars. 

In 1900. June 1st. the property was leased to Messrs. Keatley 
and Bolton for three years, and it is becoming a popular place as 
a summer resort. The cottage and store house were built in l r) 0«x 
The company added to the property by purchasing three additional 
tracts, including Stony Creek Gorge, the famous ‘’Turn Hole,” and 
two islands in the river, the property now consisting of 315 acres 
of valuable land on Greenbrier River back of Big Rend Tunnel 
Mountain, three miles trom Talcott Station. 'There are high clifffs. 
deep waters and a curious cave on the property. The natural 
location and scenery are unsurpassed in all the region. 

In 190b A. E. Miller. R. R. Flanagan. A. G. Flanagan and Rev. 
A. Lee Barrett and E. L. Dunn built their cottages. 

Many wars there was in this region of country a famous horse- 
thief bv the name of fim Fisher, who on one occasion stole a horse 
in the countrv west of the spring. The people as usual in those 
days formed a posse and went in pursuit. As of old, they followed 
the Indians. When they came to the mouth of Stony Creek they 
were in hot pursuit and they thought there was no chance for the 
escape of the horse-thief: but be was familiar with the geography 
of the section, and at the mouth of the gorge he sprang from the 
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stolen horse, ran up the point, climbed a large pine tree which 
stood at the end of the cliff and by its side, and at the top passed 
from the tree to the top of the cliff and escaped into the wilder¬ 
ness beyond. The pursuers were fearless men. but they would not 
undertake to scale the tree and cliff. They recovered the horse, 
but the thief escaped. This tree stiil stands as it did when this 
incident occured sixtv vears aero, and it would take courage and 

- O O 

a clear head to perforin this feat. Fisher was many years after, 
when Elbert Fowler was prosecuting attorney, prosecuted by him 
and sent to the penitentiary for forgery' from the county, where 
he died, being shot by a guard while trying to make his escape 
from the pen. The incident of the escape of this thief was detailed 
to the writer by John Sims, a farmer who lived on the opposite 
side of the river, and who died in 1907, about eightv vears of age. 

^ r r V—. 

In 1905 a young man with a party of young people were visit¬ 
ing at the Springs from Hinton, over Sunday, by the name of Carl 
Freclekinp" He and some young ladies and gentlemen went to 
see the scenery at the Stony Creek Gorge, above the bridge, and 
stopped at the fall. This young man fell from the top of this 
rock into the pool below. Assistance and aid came promptly, but 
bis bodv. \ hen recovered by dragging the pool, was lifeless, and 
all efforts at resuscitation were futile. 

During the war a party of deserters from the Confederate Army 
from the Ci’es countrv were making their wav to the Union Army 


in 


the West, and passed down Stony Creek and crossed at the 
“Turn Hole" below the spring. They depended on Isaac Epling 
to aid them in crowing the river and for food. Fie lived in an old 
house just below the cave. They slept out in the woods to avoid 
detection bv the “rebels,” with whom the country was “infested” 
and stronglv in svmpathy. The first night Epling sent a part of 
the crowd of deserters over, hut never returned. By' some means 
unknown he was drowned in the river. His body' was afterwards 
recovered, and one arm from the elbow down was missing, and 
never accounted for. The remaining crowd of deserters slept the 
following night on the top of the cliff overlooking the river and 
Stony Creek, Mrs. Tsaac Epling providing them food for the time 
being, and, to enable them to continue their journey, they con¬ 
structed a rude raft, and the next night after Eplings death they 
made the crossing, landing down by' the side of A. L. Campbell s 


' - 

farm and proceeded on across the Confederate lines into the coun¬ 
try occupied by the Federal forces. The Stony Creek Gorge has 
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in years past been the hiding place for violators of the law, espe¬ 
cially for the notorious French-Crawford factions. 

These Springs have been known as Carden's Springs, then 
Barger Springs, and renamed by the present owners as the Green¬ 
brier Springs, the owners being a corporation under the West Vir¬ 
ginia laws, known as the Greenbrier Springs Coinpanv. The wa¬ 
ter is recommended as a valuable cure for chronic kidney, liver 
and other complaints. 


Analysis of Various Sulphur Waters. 


Mineral Constituent. 


Grains per V. S. Gallon. 


Greenb’r 

Pence 

Red 

White 

Cold 

blue 

Sodium Carbonate . 


14.57 

• • • • 

3.51 

0000 

• •00 

Calcium Carbonate . 

11.53 

1.31 

5.25 

1.17 

1.84 

5.05 

Magnesium Carbonate . . 

8.16 

1.62 

4.81 

9 0 0 0 

1.71 

94 

Strontium Carbonate . . . 

• • • • 

70 

* — 

• • • • 

0 0 0 0 

• • • • 

• 000 

Lithium Carbonate. 

0 0 0 0 0 

• *\ 

a/;j 

• • • • 

9 0 9 0 

• • • • 

• 999 

Ammonium Carbonate . . 

0 0 0 0 0 

.01 

• 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

• ♦ • • 

% 0 9 

Ferrous Carbonate . 


trace 

• 0 • m 

0 9 0 0 

.02 

• • ft « 

Potassium Sulphate .... 


.05 

• 0 9 0 

0 0 0 0 

# • • • 

• • • • 

Sodium Sulphate . 

15.80 

.68 

4.14 

9.35 

2.46 

1 O__ 

Calcium Sulphate . 

5.71 


*■> 

• V % 

73.19 

2.91 

46.55 

Magnesium Sulphate ... 


• 0 0 0 0 

• • • • 

10.03 

.29 

6.38 

Sodium Chloride . 

1.01 

2.04 

0 9 9 0 

^ ? 

0 

.12 

4.21 

Calcium Chloride . 


• ♦ • • • 

9 0 9 0 

.02 


• 900 

Magnesium Chloride .... 


0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

.16 

• • • • 

0 0 0 0 

Sodium Iodide . 


.002 

0 0 0 0 

• • • • 

• • • • 

0 0 0 0 

Iron Oxide . 


00100 

0 0 0 0 

15 

• • • * 

.03 

Alumina . . ;.* 

.05 

.05 

0 0 0 0 

.02 

7 ; 

• ^ vv 

• • • • 

Sodium Sulphide . 


.43 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

• 0 0 • 

• • • • 

Sodium Thiosulphate . .. 

« • • • • 

.40 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

• • t • 

• • ■ • 

Sodium Phosphate . 


trace 

0 0 0 0 

trace 

trace 

• 0 9 0 

Borax . 

• 

.17 

0 0 0 0 

• • • • 

• ♦ • • 

0 000 

Silieia . 

1.25 

.55 

.82 

• • • • 

1.48 

0 0 0 0 

< )rganic Matter . 

o 

trace 


8.39 

.01 

.32 

6.93 

Ammonia . 


.0000 

• • t * 

• • • • 

0000 

• 9 0 9 

Albumenoid Ammonia.. . 

• • • • • 

.0030 

0 0 0 0 

• • • • 

0 0 0 0 

• 9 0 0 

Gases. 

Cubic 

I nche 

• 

Gallon 



Carbon Dioxide . 

18.84 

.18 

5 . 7 5 

8.49 

0 0 0 0 

6.35 

Sulphuretted IIvdrogen .. . 

.45 

.15 

.40 

70 

.—t - 

0 0 0 0 

.10- 

Nitrogen . 

* • 


4.09 

6.92 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

• 9 9 0 

Oxvgen . 

r 1? 


.17 

1.20 

e • • • 

0 0 0 0 

9 0 0 0- 
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John Crawford was a blacksmith at Barger Springs, now Green¬ 
brier Springs, many years ago. While hunting on a flat back of 

£ 

the springs, between Stony Creek and Greenbrier River, or Blue 
Lick Branch, he found two pairs of very large buckhorns inter¬ 
locked. so that it would be impossible to separate them without 
sawing them apart, which he did. They were back in the moun¬ 
tain in the wilderness. The deer had been m a tight, and had come 
in contact with such force as to interlock their horns in such a 
manner that it was impossible for them to be separated or to 
separate them themselves, and died in this manner. 


Analysis of Kesler’s Cold Sulphur Spring, Made in 1906. 
Per U. S. gallon. 231 cubic inches. 


Ammonia Chloride .. . . 


.174 

Potassium “ . .. . 


. 1.827 

Sru‘1iii*n u 


v 1 74 

Magnesium Sulphate .. 


. 4.924 

Sodium Sulphide. 


. 1.073 

Calcium . 


. 4.924 

Calcium Bichloride . . . . 


. 16.275 

Sidium . 



• « • 

Silica. 


.. .231 


Total. 36.950 


This spring was discovered by B. L. Kesler in 1906 by drilling 
into the earrh seventy-five feet. He is now shipping the water for 
commercial purposes .and introducing it into the markets, and it 
has the reputation of being an excellent curative water. 


Lindeman Springs. 

This is a fine sulphur spring on Little Stony Creek in this dis¬ 
trict, and is now owned by the Lindeman Estate, of New York 
City. It was purchased some twenty years ago by J. G. Lindeman, 
with sixty acres of land, from Dr. Lber W. Maddy for $2,000. 
No improvements have been made on the property, and it is prac- 
licallv la vino- to the commons. There is sixtv acres of land lving 


C. 


around the spring, forming the springs property. The water is 
very similar to the Greenbrier Springs water. 
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Alum Springs. 

a fine, cold alum spring 0 n Elk Knob, on the Clark 
Grimmett place; also another on [leech Run, on the lands of John 

\Y. and Rent Barker, the waters of which are used for medicinal 
purposes. 


Analysis of Green Sulphur Springs, the Property of Harrison 

« 

Gwinn, Made by Booth, Garrett & Blair, Philadelphia. 


1 hi> spring is sixty-five feet deep; bored 




Silica . 

Sulphuric Acid Radicale 
Bicarbonic “ 

Carbonic 
Phosphoric “ 

Chlorine . 

Iodine . 

Aluminum . 

Calcium . 

Magnesium" . 

o 

Potassium . 

Sodium . 

Lithium . 

Ammonium . 

Ox vgen to form A1. . . . 

• O 


Grains per U. S. Gallon. 

. 0.711 

. 9.233 

.15.259 

. 0.583 

. Trace 

. 8.026 

.. 0.012 

. 0.015 

. 2.671 

. 0.571 

. 0.07h 

...11.339 

.. 0.015 

. 0.000 

. 0.013 


Total 



* 


SURVEYORS OF THE COUNTY. 

lohn Graham, while never survevor of the countv, was sur- 

• * m 

veyor at one time of Monroe and Greenbrier, or assistant to the 
surveyor, and did all of the duties of that office for a large portion 
of Summers County before the war. He was appointed as the first 
survevor of the countv at its formation. 

The first elected surveyor was Michael Smith, who held for 
twenty years. The second surveyor was John E. Harvey, who 
held two terms, and declined to hold the office any longer. 

The third and present surveyor of the county is Andrew E. 
Campbell, who is serving his third term of four years each. 
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BARGERS SPRINGS 

Transformed Into Greenbrier Springs 
Julia Huddleston and Miss Daisy 


1904 . 

Miller 
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MEMBERS OF CONGRESS FROM THE DISTRICT OF 

WHICH SUMMERS HAS BEEN A PART. 


K. V. Whaley, Republican, elected 1S64, over John M. Phelps, 

I)em.; majority, 1,236. 

Daniel Polsley, Republican, elected 1866, over John H. Olev; 

majority, 1,471. 

John S. W itcher, Republican, elected 1868, over Chas. P. T. 
Moore; majority. 1.409. 

Frank Hereford, Democrat, elected 1870, over John S. Witcher, 
Rep.; majority, 1,493. 

Frank Hereford, Democrat, elected 1874, over J. B. Walker, by 
8,884 majority. 

Frank Hereford. Democrat, elected 1S76. over Benj. T. Red¬ 
mond, Rep., by 17.573 majority. 

John F Ken tv:* Democrat, elected 1878. over Henry S. Walker. 
Greenback, bv 2.827 majoritv. 

r V r 

John E. Kenna, Democrat, over Henry S. W T alker, Greenback, 
18S0, bv 5,310 majoritv. 

John E. Kenna. Democrat, over E. L. Buttrick. Republican. 

1882, by 4.465 majority. 

C. P. Snyder, Democrat, over James H. Brown, Republican, 

1883, by 1.230 majority. 

C. P. Snyder. Democrat, over James \\ r . Davis, Republican, 


1SS4, by 2,119 majority. 

C. P. Snyder over James H. Brown, Republican in 1886, by 815 
majority. 

John D. Alderson. Democrat, over J. H. McGinnis, Republican, 


1888, by 1,2°3 majority. 

John D. Alderson. Democrat, over Theophilus Gaines, Republi¬ 
can. 1S90. by 5,014 majority. 

John D. Alderson. Democrat, over Edgar P. Rucker, Republi¬ 
can. 1892, by 1.046 majority. 

James H. Huling, Republican, over John D. Alderson, Demo¬ 
crat, in 1894. by 4,018 majority. 

Charles I*. Dorr, Republican, over E. W. W'ilson. Democrat, in 

1896, bv 3,631 majoritv. 

m r r 

Dav : d E. Johnston. Democrat, over William S. Edwards, Re¬ 
publican, 1898. by 765 majority. 

Joseph II. Gaines, Republican, over David E. Johnston, Demo¬ 


crat, 



. by 6,570 majority. 
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Joseph H. Gaines, Republican, over Jas. II. Miller. Democrat, 
1902, by about 2,500 majority. 

Joseph H. Gaines, Republican, over Henry P*. Davenport, Jr., 
Democrat. 1904. 

Joseph II. Haines was elected over George Berne, Democrat, 
1906. These results are from 1864 to 1906. 


U. S. SENATORS FROM WEST VIRGINIA SINCE THE FOR¬ 
MATION OF THE STATE. 

Peter C. VanWinkle, Republican. Parkersburg, December 7, 

1863—March 4, 1869. 

\\ aitman P. Willey, Republican, Morgantown, December 7, 

1863—March 4. 1871. 

Arthur I. Foreman. Republican. Parkersburg, March 4. 1869— 
March 4. 1875. 


I d i 

a. a v i i i J V i « J_/ tl V 


T \_: 


is, Dcmuerar, Piedmont. .March 4. 1871—March 


4 


Allen T. Caperton, Democrat, Union, from March 4. 187P to 
date of his death. Julv 26. 1876. 

^ V 

Samuel Price, Democrat, Lewisburg, appointed August 26. 1876 
—December 4, 1876. 

Frank Hereford. Democrat, Union, January 31, 1877—March 
3. 1881. 


Johnson X. Camden. Democrat, Parkersburg. March 4, 1881 — 

» N ’ ' 

March 3, 18S7. 

John E. Kenna. Democrat, Charleston, March 4. 1883—March 
3, 1895 (died in 1893). 

Charles J. Faulkner, Democrat, Parkersburg, March 3, 1887— 
March 3, 1893. 

Johnson X. Camden, Democrat, Parkersburg, March 4, 1893- 
March 3. 1895, filling the unexpired term of John E. Kenria. 

Charles J. Faulkner, Democrat, Parkersburg, March 4, 1893— 
March 3, 181*9. 

Steven B. Elkins, Republican. Elkins, March 4, 1895—March 

3, 1901. 

Xathan B. Scott. Republican. Wheeling. March 4. 18’'9—March 

3, 1905. 

Steven B. Elkins, Republican, Elkins. March 4. 1901—March 

3. 1907. 

X. B. Scott. Republican. Wheeling. Elected January. 1905, for 

1 • * 


• » 


a term oi six vears. 
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STATE SENATORS FROM THE DISTRICT OF WHICH 

SUMMERS COUNTY IS A PART SINCE ITS 

FORMATION. 


Robert F. Dennis, Lewisburg; John W. Arbuckle. Lewisburg; 
W illiam L. McXeal. Pocahontas; J. W. St. Clair, Fayette: M. Van 
Pelt, Fayette: W. W. Adams. Summers; William Haynes, Sum¬ 
mers; William H. McGinnis, Raleigh; M. F. Mathenv, Raleigh; 
Ault. Ballard, Monroe, and X. P. Baker, Mercer. 


COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 


The county superintendents of schools have been: 

John FI. Pack, appointed when county was formed and elected one 
term. 


C. L. Ellison . .. 
David G. Lilly . 
lames FI. Miller 
Charles A. Clark 
J. Morris Parker 
Victor V. Austin 
Jonathan F. Lilly 
Henry F. Kessler 
George \Y. Lillv 

o - 

J. E. Keadle ... 


2 terms. 
2 terms. 
1 term. 

1 term. 

1 term. 

1 term. 

1 term. 

2 terms. 
2 terms. 
1 term. 


JAILERS OF THE COUNTY. 


The jailers of the county have been: William Gott, W. R. 
Neeley, Jr., E. B. Neeley and John W. Wiseman. 


DELEGATES TO THE SECESSION CONSTITUTIONAL 

CONVENTION, 1861. 

From Monroe: Allen T. Caperton. John Echols. 

From ?vlercer County: Napoleon Bonaparte French. 

MEMBER OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 

1870. 

William Flavne. 
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SUMMERS COUNTY CORPORATIONS. 

New River Land Company, incorporated 1907; T. H. Lilly, Presi¬ 
dent. 

Hinton Water, Light & Supply Co., incorporated 1903; \\ . L. 
Fredeking, President. 

National Bank of Summers, incorporated 1905; Jas. T. McCreerv, 
President. 

First National Bank of Hinton, incorporated 1900; Azel Ford, 

President. 

Citizens’ Bank of Hinton, incorporated 1905; W. H. Warren, Presi¬ 
dent. 

New River Grocery Co., incorporated 1901 ; Geo. A. Miller, Presi¬ 
dent. 

Hinton Steam Laundry, incorporated 1906; T.’H. Lilly, President. 
Hinton Hotel Company, incorporated 1905. Jas. T, McCreery, 
President. 

Hotel McCreery Company, incorporated 1907; Jas. T. McCreery, 
President. 

Hinton Toll Bridge Company, incorporated 1904; Wm. Plumtey. 
Jr., President. 

Hinton Foundry, Machine & Plumbing Co., incorporated 1906; 
Jas. T. McCreery, President. 

Ewart-Miller Company, incorporated 1905; Jas. FI. Miller, Presi¬ 
dent. 

F'oss Bridge Co., incorporated July 26, 1906; A. E. Miller, Presi¬ 
dent. 

Greenbrier Springs Co., incorporated August 14, 1903; Jas. H. Mil¬ 
ler, President. 

» 

“Independent-Herald" Publishing Co., incorporated April 19,1907; 

P. K. Litsinger, President. 

Franklin Publishing Co., incorporated May 3, 1902; Geo. O. Que- 

senberry, President. 

Talcott Toll Bridge Co., incorporated July 13, 1904; J. A. Fox, 
President. 

Big Four Improvement Co., incorporated 1907; S. B. Hamer, Presi¬ 
dent. 

Hinton Masonic Development Co., incorporated April 27, 1905; 
Will L. Fredeking, President. 

Summers Realty Co., incorporated July 11, 1905; li. Ewart, Presi¬ 
dent. 
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Hinton Drug Co., incorporated August 6, 1900; E. N. Falconer, 
President. 

Hinton Department Co., incorporated Hay 1. 1901; Jake A. RiiYe, 

President. 

Hinton Hardware Co., incorporated December 26, 1901 ; Jas. H. 
Miller. President. 

Sandstone Planing A Till Co., incorporated 1907; Jas. Cwinn, Presi¬ 
dent. 

Charlton Curtain Co., incorporated 1^06; J. F. Bigonv. President. 
Riverview Land Co., incorporated July 2, 1006; O. O. Cooper, 
President. 

Summers Coal & Land Co., incorporated March 27. 1906; M. F. 
Matheny. President. 

Greenbrier Land Co., incorporated 1907: -. 

Hinton Construction Co., incorporated 1907; H. Lawrence, Presi- 
dent 

Lillv Lumber Comnnnv, incorporated 1906: T. H. Lilly, President. 
Indian Mills Supply Co., incorporated 1906; C. A. Baber, President. 
Raleigh Supply & Milling Co., incorporated 1905; \Y. L. Barks¬ 
dale, President. 

Summers Publishing Co., incorporated 1903; E. C. Eagle, Presi¬ 
dent ('which is the publisher of the “Summers Republican” 
newspaper). 

Summers Dairy & Food Co., incorporated 1°06; Andrew L. Camp¬ 
bell, President. 

Elks' Improvement Co., incorporated January 29, 1906; J. Donald 
PI umphries. President. 


SHERIFFS. 

The sheriffs of Summers County were, first, Evan Hinton, who 
was appointed and held the office for two years thereunder, then 
elected for four vears. The second sheriff was \Y. S. Lilly, elected 

m 

for four vears; M. V. Callowav, lour vears; II. Gwinn, eight years 

to* • * 

(two terms); O. T. Kessler, four years; James PI. George, four 
vears: H. Ewart, four vears; A. J. Keatley, present sheriff, elected 
for .a term of four vears. -Ml sheriffs of Summers County have 
been Democrats except M. \ . Calloway, who was a Republican. 
The deputies under Evan. Hinton were Joseph Ellis. \Y. 1’. Hin¬ 
ton and Isaac G. Carden. The deputies under \Y. S. Lilly were his 
son. Green Lee Lilly, and I. G. Carden. The deputies under M. 
V. Callowav were Sira \Y. \\ illev, A. G. Flanagan and E. L. Dunn. 
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1 lie deputies under H. Gwinn were Green Lee Lilly, I. G. Carden, 

Tl T t f 1 I T • T _ _ 


j 


M. Xeeley. Sr., and W. k. Xcclcv, Jr. 

m a 


The deputies under O. 1'. Kessler were L. M. Meador and Henr\ 
F. Kessler. The deputies under James H. George were William 
C. Hedrick, John W. Wiseman and W. R. Xeeley, Jr. The depu¬ 
ties under H. Ewart were I. G. Carden. \V. R. Xeeley. Jr., E. E. 

Angel and \V. H. Dunbar. The deputy under A. I. Keatley is 
W. P. Bowling. 


years. 


MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES. 

Gordan L. Jordan .One term, 2 

M. Gwinn.One term, 

X el son M. Lowry .One term, 

C apt. A. A. Miller.One term. 

Sylvester L pton. One term, 

John \V. Johnston . One term. 

Dr. B. Ik Gooch. Two terms. 4 

B. P. Shumate .Two terms, 

M. J. Cook . . . .:.One term. 2 years. 

Col. John G. Crockett.Two terms. 4 years. 


years. 


years. 


M. M. Warren .One term, 2 _ 

Dr. T. Thompson Hume.One term, 

Capt. Frank M. Gallagher.Two terms, 4 years. 

M. J. Cook is the only Republican ever elected to the House 
of Delegates from Summers County. 

Each term of this office was for two years. 


* JUDGES. 

The iudge> of the circuit court who have been in office in the 

J 

county of Sum miners are as follows: 

J. M. McWhorter, who served for two years, and was in office 
when the county was formed, tie was Republican in politics, and 
succeeded Xathaniel Harrison, who resigned when proceedings to 
impeach him had been instituted. 

The second judge was Homer A. Holt, who was elected and 
served for two terms of sixteen years. He was a Democrat. The 
circuit then included Greenbrier. Summers. Monroe, Braxton. Nich¬ 
olas, Favette. Pocahontas and Webster. 

* 

The third judge was Andrew Xeison Campbell, a Democrat, 
who was elected for one term of eight years. He was from Mon- 
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roe County. He was nominated for a second term by his party, 
but the district having become strongly Republican, his defeat was 
accomplished, along with all other candidates on the Democratic 


ticket. 

Fourth—The fourth judge was again J. M. McWhorter, who 
was elected as a Republican nominee for one term of eight years. 
He was a candidate for renomination, but was defeated in the con¬ 


vention. 

Fifth—Tames H. Miller, serving the present term, which, if 

•r O ± ' 

completed, will be eight years. He was elected as a Democrat in 
a strong Republican circuit. 

After Judge Holt’s first term the circuit was Greenbrier, Mon¬ 
roe, Pocahontas, Fayette and bummers, until 1905, when fudge 

m 

Miller was elected, the circuit had been changed, so that the pres¬ 
ent circuit includes Summers. Raleigh and \\ yoming. 


PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS, 

The first prosecuting attorney was Carlos A. Sperry, who was 
appointed on the formation of the county in 1871. and served for 
two years. 

Second—White G. Evan, who was the lirst elected prosecut- 

tr 

ing attorney, for one term of four vears. 

1 ’ » r 

Third—Elbert Fowler, who was elected for one term of four 


vears. 


Fourth—William R. Thompson, who was elected for one term 


of four vears. 


Fifth—fames II. Miller, who was elected in 1884, and for four 
succeeding terms, holding the office for sixteen vears in succession. 

o O - 

Sixth—Frank Lively, who was elected in 1900. held the office 

w 

for a part of one term (two years'), and resigned. 

Seventh—F. C. Eagle, part of one term, appointed by Judge 
McWhorter to fill the unexpired term caused by the resignation 
of Frank Lively. 

Eighth—R. F. Dunlap, now serving his first term. 

Each of- the prosecuting attorneys of the county has been a 
Democrat, except Frank Lively and F. C. Eagle. No nominations 
were made in this county until 18’H, when James H. Miller was 
nominated over \\ iihain R. Thompson. Since that tune all can¬ 
didates for that « ffice have been by party nomination. 
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COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY COURT. 

Joseph Hinton, two terms, of 12 years; J. C. McNeer. one term; 
B. P. Shumate, two terms; J. J. Christian, two terms; Joseph Lilly, 
one term; Allen II. Meador, one term; Harry Haynes, present 
commissioner, one term ; \\ . O. Farley, present commissioner, serv¬ 


ing his first term; \Y. A. Barger, 


now serving- his first term; 


George \\ . Hedrick, one term ; \\ in. J. Kirk, one term. 

Each term in this office was for a period of six years, except 
the first commissioners under the new Constitution, providing for 
the election and creation of this office. Those commissioners were 
Joseph Hinton, J. C. McNeer and B. P. Shumate. They were 
elected, but took office for two, four and six years respectively. 
Jos. J. Christian is the only commissioner who held the office for 
twelve years in succession. B. P. Shumate held for eight years, 
J. C. McNeer six, and Joseph Hinton, ten. 


CLERKS OF THE CIRCUIT COURT. 

Allen H. Meador was appointed at the formation of the county, 
and was elected at the first election thereafter, and held for the 
term of six vears. and was then succeeded bv B. L, Hoge, who 
was elected for three terms in succession of six years each. 

The third clerk of the circuit court is Walter H. Boude, who is 
serving his second term of twelve years, the terms of each of the 
clerks being six vears. 


CLERKS OF THE COUNTY COURT. 

* 

Idle first clerk of the county court was Josephus Pack, a Demo¬ 
crat, appointed by Judge McWhorter on the formation of the 
county. He was appointed through the influence of G. C. Land- 

craft. Mr. Pack was born February 2, 1831 : died June 1, 1873, 

during his term of office, being elected at the first election after the 
formation of the countv. He was a brave soldier in the Confeder- 
ate Army, first with Captain John Swan, of the Kanawha Rifle¬ 
men. and afterwards a member of Edgar’s Battalion. He was suc¬ 
ceeded bv E. H. Peck, who held for twenty-four years; was then 
defeated for the nomination by the Hemocratic convention, where¬ 
upon he charged his political affiliations, and is now a strenuous 
and ardent Republican. 

The third clerk was James M. Ayres, w'ho held for one term 
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of six years, and was defeated for renomination by Joseph M. 
Meador, his deputy. 

The fourth clerk of the county court was Joseph M. Meador, 
commonly known as “Little Joe," who is now serving his first 
term of six years, with John M. Carden as his deputy. 


ASSESSORS. 

John Lilly, commonly known as “Item John/’ held the office 
for two terms—eight years; \V. C. Dobbins, two terms of eight 
years; \V. II. Boude. two terms of eight years. 

Mr. Dobbins, when he was elected, defeated Mr. Boude. Mr. 
Boude was again a candidate, elected, and held the office for eight 
years. The first elected assessor of the county was Wellington 

* J O 

■ 

Cox, who was appointed at the formation of the county, and 
elected at the fii.-t election thereafter; E. D. Ferrell, one term. 
J. H. Maddy was elected and held the office four years, with John 
\V. Harvey, of Jumping Branch, as his deputy. Mr. Maddy was 
from Talcott District, and a son-in-law of William C. Hedrick. 
L. M. Neely, Jr., is the present assessor, with George W. Hedrick, 
of Talcott District, as his deputy. 

Each assessor of the county has been a Democrat, except Mr. 
Dubbins, who was a minister of the Primitive Baptist Church, and 
elected as an independent in politics, but has since identified him¬ 
self with the Republican organization, being its nominee at one 
time for the Legislature. 


CORONERS. 

m 

Summers Countv has never had but two coroners—L. M. Dunn 

•r 

and C. A. Fredeking—who were appointed by the county court. 


JUSTICES OF THE COUNTY. 

Jumping Branch District.—John W. Harvey; Matthew C. Hed¬ 
rick; A. J. Cochian; A. L. Cole; J. E. C. L. Hatcher; Lewis A. 
Meador; Win. A. Dodd; Thomas E. Ball; Joseph A. Parker; Jo¬ 
seph Lilly (“Curly joe"); jnhn H. Lilly (“Buckwffieat John") ; 
W. R. Xcclev. Tr.; T. T. Lillv. 

w * + + w 

Pinestem District.—Allen Clark; Robert W. Clark; G. L. Tor- 

J. 

dan; fiordan C. Hughes: William Hughes; C. H. Spangler; \Y. C. 
Crockett; lames C. Peters. 
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Green Sulphur District.—W illiam R. Taylor; William G. Flan- 

agan; Marion Gwinn; Jacob Johnson Foster; \Y. G. Flanagan; 

Erastus Beasley; K. P. Beasley; James A. Graham; Andrew A. 
Miller. 

Forest Hill District.—James M. Keatlev: Allen L. llarvev; L. 
G. Lowe; Hugh M. Hill; A. H. Sanders; Carev Mass; Ed. L. 


■r 

Dunn; Henry Dillon; J. C. Garten; Samuel K. Boude; Samuel Al¬ 
len; John I’. MeXcer; Joseph Mandeville. 

Talcott District.—Enos C. Flint; William R. Taylor; Charles 

w 

H. Graham; Matthew A. Manning; R. T. Ballengee; X. P. Hed¬ 
rick; Homer Ballangee; A. C. Lowe; J. C. Lively; 0. H. Perry; 

William C. Hedrick; Griffith Meadows; T. F. Briant; Clay Gra- 

* 

ham; James K. Scott; George P. Scott. 

Greenbrier District.—Henry Milburn; James E. Meadows; Lu- 
ther M. Dunn; John Buckland ; P. K. Litsinger; Charles L. Par- 
ker; Carl A. Fredeking; Harvey Ewart; W ise W'. Lively. 


CONSTABLES OF THE COUNTY. 

Forest Hill District.—T. W T . Townslev; Hugh M. Hill; \Y. H. 
Gill; Samuel K. Boude; John Allen. 

9r 

Green Sulphur District.—John K. Withrow: John W'. Harris; 
Theo. P. Withrow; Ballard Ward; William Harris. 

Greenbrier District.—Thaddeus K. Maddy: James. H. Hobbs: 
Tames A. Foster; John W. Wiseman; Sam G. McCulloch: W. U. 
Whitten: Joseph Reed; Chas. L. Parker: Charles FI. Lilly. 

Jumping Branch District.—Michael Cochran: J. J. Lill\ 
(“Cud”); Jeff D. Lilly; W. FI. Dunbar; A. J. Cochran. 

Pipestem District.*—!'. H. Spangler; John Lucas; Joseph Wood. 


POSTMASTERS AT HINTON. 

L. M. Dunn; S. F. McBride; James Prince; Major Benjamin S. 
Thompson; R. R. Flanagan; and S. W T . Willev, who is now serving 
his third term of four years. 

While Green Sulphur Springs is one of the first postoffices es¬ 
tablished in the county, there have been but two postmasters— 

father and ?on. Ephraim J. Gwirm and Flarrison Gwinn. 

G. C. handcraft and Joseph M. Haynes have been the only 
postmasters at Pack's F’errv F\ O., probably the oldest postoffice 

A. L ■" 
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in the county. Mr. Landcraft, at the time of his death, was the old¬ 
est postmaster in point of service in the United States. J. N. 
Haynes is a son of George Haynes, of Monroe Countv, and mar¬ 
ried Miss McLaughlin, a niece of Mr. Landcraft, who married a 
daughter of Bartley Pack. 


POSTOFFICES. 


Pack's Ferry, 

Green Sulphur Springs, 
Pipestem, 

Indian Mills, 

Forest Hill, 

Crump's Bottom. 
Jumping Branch, 

Talcott, 

Lowell. 




n 




F 


i 111 




Elk Knob, 
Barger’s Springs, 
Marie. 


Topliet, 

Xew Richmond, 
Brooks, 

Meadow Creek. 


Foss, 

True. 

4 

Mercer Salt Works, 

Wiggins, 

o.o 

B u c k, 

Ballengee, 

Clayton, 

Elton, 

J t 11-» f o 

Ct * ^ V 1.4 \ 

Fariev, 

* * 

Crump's Bottom, 
Ellison's, 

Ola. 

Lilly, 

Hinton, 

Xeponset, 

Manrleville. 


There are now thirty-four post-offices in the county. At the 
date of its formation there were Rollinsburg, Pack's Ferry, Jump¬ 
ing Branch, Xew Richmond, Green Sulphur Springs and Pipestem. 


INDIAN ROCK AND OTHER THINGS. 

Three-quarters of a mile above the mouth of Indian Creek there 

is a large rock standing alone and not connected with the cliffs, 

known as the Indian Rock. On this rock are marked characters, 

supposed to have been made by aboriginal inhabitants. X T o one 

knows the meaning of these characters. X’ear the end of this rock 

there is cut >ome kind of hieroglyphics in the shape and form of 

a turkey’s foot. It is tradition in that region that the Indians had 

buried something of value thereat, and explorations have been made 

with a view to discovery, but nothing has ever been found to in- 

• * 

dicate what, if anything, was ever deposited at or near this ancient 
natural curios!tv. 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































758 


HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


7 t I owner of the "Wildwood" plantation 
at the mouth of Indian, some time in the '50's made a visit to the 
acme Coast, and on his return home brought with him an Indian 
boy nine years of age. 'I his boy was taken to the Indian Rock, 
and seemed with some intelligence to examine the hieroglyphics 
thereon inscribed and with some signs of recognition. He was 
returned to Dr. Fowler's, made his disappearance afterwards, and, 
upon search being made, was discovered at the rock, which seemed 
to have a natural iasemation for him. The boy soon after, how¬ 
ever, died, having remained with Dr. Fowler two years. He failed 
to become civilized or to show improvement in his customs and 
manners. 

Vincent Sweeney, sometimes called "Swinney," who lived to 
be one of the oldest men in Summers County, lived on the adjoin¬ 
ing place to the Fowler plantation. He died at a verv old age, 
leaving no children. 

The mother of Christopher H. !’ 


n * • r\ 

CL i — 


tt 


1 r\ ** **, 1 ^ 11 f ■» r* 


i ♦! 


preacher and lawyer, was raised by Vincent Sweeney, having mar¬ 
ried Ann, a slave of Vincent Sweeney's. 

Joseph Wore also lived in this region, and whose heirs and de¬ 
scendants live in this. Boone Countv and Mercer, and it wa.s he who 


first secured from the State of Virginia an appropriation for the 
building of the Red Sulphur Turnpike, which, leads down New 
River, crossing at Pack’s Ferry by way of jumping Branch, Ra¬ 
leigh Court House and Fayetteville, intersecting at Kanawha Falls 
with the James River and Kanawha Turnpike. Vincent Sweeney 

was a native of Virginia, and his plantation is now owned bv James 

■ 

Barton, Jr., an intelligent farmer and good citizen, idle adjacent 
place below' was owned at one time by Captain Frank Dennis, the 
sailor, who lived at Foss, then at Hinton, and whose tracks had 
been made on the soil of almost everv countrv on the face of the 

m/ 

globe. His roving disposition permitted him to remain in this 
countv for onlv a few vears. Finallv selling out all of his belong¬ 




ings, and marrving after he was sixtv vears old, he left this region 

- O • ^ o 

for Middleborough, Ixentuckv, and was afterwards lost sight of. 

o 7 - o 

Joseph Gore, above referred to. lived near the W ar Ford in Bull 



Cl J 


On the place in modern times known as the Mike Smith place, 
opposite to which are what is known as the alum rocks, there 
being an abundance of alum in the cliffs, which has been obtained 
for medicinal purposes, but not for commercial uses. 

Captain Frank Dennis above referred to was a native of Mary- 


















































































IIISTURV OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


759 


land, a sailor by trade, a peculiar, whimsical and cranky man. pos¬ 
sessing a high sense of honor and sensitive loyalty and affection for 
his friends, lie is referred to elsewhere fully. 


SOME STATISTICS. 

Since the formation of the county, in 1871, there have been 
2,300 deaths, an average of about 60 a year. A large number of 
these were from accidents, diseases peculiar to children, and the 
infirmities of old age. The climate is healthy. The clouds from 
the Atlantic and those from the .Gulf of Mexico meet and form 
ample, yet not a surplus of rains on our mountains and valleys, 
which are so adjusted as to give us the benefit of every wind that 
blows. The summers are never extremely hot, nor the winters 
extremely cold. The vegetation of our county is evidence of the 
fine climate of the region. Trees, plants and vegetables thrive in 
and throughout the county, which is located 37 degress and 30 
minutes north latitude, and 59.5 degrees (Greenwich) west longi¬ 
tude. The soil is a sandy loam and clay, and adapted to the graz- 
ing of sheep and cattle-raising; is generally productive, and will 
suport a very large population, although its territory of level land 
is comparatively small in proportion to the uplands, plateaus, hills 
and mountains. 


The vear 



was the banner vear for the issuance of marriage 


licenses in the history of the countv. The marriage licenses are 
issued hv the clerk of the countv court, and for each license so 

- W 

issued he receives a fee of $1.00. The law provides that the min¬ 
ister celebrating the rights of matrimony shall receive from the 


i: 


contracting parties a fee of not less than $1.00, who returns the li¬ 
cense to the clerk after the ceremony is performed, with a certifi¬ 
cate showing the facts. Quite a number of couples of recent years 
have come to the clerk's office, secured their license, sent for a 
minister (most frequently Rev. J. P. Campbell), and closed up the 
contract then and there. A celebrated performance of this cere¬ 
mony was once consummated under the foliage of the ancient and 
historic gum tree at the foot of Keenev’s Knob, bv the Rev. Henrv 
C. Tinsley. W hen called to the point designated, the reverend 
gentleman, with an eve to business, suggested a settlement with 

« - 7 r> o 

the needful to the lusty groom-to-be. who was unable to respond, 
but made copious and tearful promises, whereupon the ceremony 
progressed. The lady, a Mrs. Adkins, soon tired of her shiftless 
spouse, and left him for more congenial company, excusing her- 
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self by claiming- the marriage was illegal by reason of 
having failed to pay the preacher. 


1 I 


her man” 


Register of marriages in Summers County, since its formation 
to the year 190a. Prepared for the author by the courteous voung 
deputy clerk, Mr. Chas. IT. Cline: 


Year. 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 
1S75 

1876 

1877 

1878 
1S79 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1S83 
1884 
18S5 
1886 
1SS7 
1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 
1S92 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1S97 

189S 

1S99 

1900 

3901 

3902 

1903 

1904 

1905 


N umber. 

. 41 


53 

91 

79 

75 

84 

73 

94 

96 

89 

119 

88 

91 

93 

106 

SS 

98 

101 

118 

114 

162 

147 

142 

142 

139 

151 

162 

197 

183 

154 

207 

187 

202 

211 
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AMOUNT AND VALUE 

OF PRODUCTS, 1906. 

Wheat. 

.. .62,136 bushels . 

• 


.... Value S 49.708.SO 

Oats. 

... 500 


_ “ 1 530 CO 

Corn . 

...28,860 


_ “ 14,430 00 

Buckwheat .... 

.. . 4,480 


_ “ 2,240 00 

Potatoes. 

...32,000 


_ “ 16,06)0.00 

H a v . 

, . . 2,1 ?5 tons 


. ... “ 21,250 00 

Apples. 

. . .30,400 bushels . 


.... “ 18,240.00 

Pears. 

... 200 


_ “ 1,200.00 

Peaches . 

... 5,000 


_ “ 4,000.00 

Cherries . 

... 950 


_ “ 2.850.00 

P1 u n r s . 

... 750 


_ <£ 1,450.00 

Horses . 

.. . 2,575 head 


_ “ 154,500.00 

Cattle . 

.. . 6,202 “ 


_ “ 186,060.00 

Sheep . 

... 5,50/ 


_ - 15,927.00 

Angora Goats . 

8" “ 

• ♦ • v • 


.... “ 255.00 

Swine . 

.. . 4,002 “ 


_ “ 12.006.00 

Poultry. 

...18,173 “ 


.... “ 5.451P0 

PRICES FARM PRODUCTS, 1906. 

Wheat. 

. .SI.00 per bu. 

Hav ... . 

.SI5.00 ter ton 

•a. 

Corn. 

. . .70 “ “ 

Poultry 

.10 lb. 

Potatoes. 

.. .75 “ “ 

Butter . 

->0 “ “ 

Apples . 

. . .75 “ “ 

Esrs's ... 

.15 “ doz. 

r r . 

Plums . 

.. 1.50 “ 

O • • * 

Cattle . 

.03 “ lb. 

Buckwheat . .. 

.. .75 “ “ 

Sheen . , 

J. 

.05 “ “ 

Peaches . 

. . 1.00 “ •< 

Swine . 

.08 '* 4i 


LAND ASSESSMENTS, 

1907. 

Forest Hill 

District . 


. $205.7 CO 

Greenbrier 

District, outside 

of Hinton 

and 

Avis . . 



. 135.440 00 


Green Sulphur District 
[umoinc Branch District 


. 277.565 00 

. 268.005 00 

Pipestem District. 104XbO 00 

Talcott District. 23S.790 00 


41 30D 40*0 00 


Total, outside of Hinton and Avis 
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ASSESSMENT OF TOWN LOTS. 


Avis. $242,145 00 

Hinton . 1,610,160 00 

Green Sulphur Springs . 20,365 00 

jumping Branch ( Village) . 9.265 00 

Talcott. 37,185 00 


Total assessment of town lots.$1,919,120 00 




$70,000.0(3 


than the country district assessments. 


4 he population of Summers County at this time is 18,000; roll¬ 
ing population, -6000. 

The assessment of the C. & O. Ry. Co. in the county for 1907 

was $3,734,665.00. 

VALUATIONS. 


The personal property valuation in Summers County for 1907 
is as follows : 


Forest Hill District . 

Greenbrier District, outside of 


Hinton and Avis .$50,560 00 

Avis. 62.520 00 

Hinton. 612.840 00 


$99,630 00 


Total for Greenbrier District. 725,920 00 

Green Sulphur DHtnct . 200,010 00 

Jumping Branch District . lrb,820 00 

Talcott Di>trict . . 216,880 00 

Pipestem District. 81,330 00 


Total for the countv 


$1,480,590 



POPULATION. 


The population of Summers County in 1870 was less than 4.000. 
In 1900 it was 16,000, an increase since the formation of the county 
in 1871 of 12.000 souls. 

% 

The population of Hinton in 1870'was two families; in 1 ,; 0/. 

[ A 

over 6,000 souls, including Avis. 

The fir>t house ar Lowcli was a small cabin, probabh built by 

S. T. I ee. 
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LAND ASSESSMENTS FOR 1907. 

There have been five land assessments for the countv; usually 

+ m 

these assessments being’ made each ten rears, but not alwavs. this 
being required by statute. Hon. S. \Y. Willey, the present post¬ 
master in the city of Hinton, was the first assessor, and he made 
his re-assessment in the rear 1875. The total valuation at that 

m 

time, as made by him, was 894,338.74 increase. It was at that time 
all made as farm land, there being then no town lots within the 
borders of the county. 

The railway and other public utilities were assessed in the 
countv bv the Board of Public Works, and were as follows: 

Pullman Car Company . 

Adams Express Company . 

Union Tank Line Co. 

Union Refining Transit Co. 

U«*o**i -1 7 A ** r " J 

A. Booth Refrigerator Car Co. 

Hinton Water, Light & Supply Co. 

Summers & Mercer Mutual Telephone Co. . 

Greenville Telephone Co. 

Monroe Mutual Telephone Co. 

Southern Bell Teleg. & Telep. Co. 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

Western Union Telegraph Co. 

The West Virginia stone in the National Monument in 

o 

ington City is a block of sandstone secured from Richmond 
at New Richmond. The inscription on this stone is: 


S7.644 

60 

2,1.10 

74 

3,5(30 

00 

2.400 

00 

1,600 

00 

800 

00 

50,000 

00 

650 

24 

500 

00 

681 

15 

39,734 

00 

13,446 

75 

598 

86 

ent in 

Wash- 

imond 

quarry 


‘Tuum nos sumus monumentum. 


5 J 


It was sent on the id of February. 1885. by W. K. Pendleton, State 
Superintendent of Free Schools. It is placed in the monument 
more than two hundred feet above the ground, and is two by four 
feet in dimensions. It was secured from the quarry by Dr. Samuel 
Williams, of New Richmond. 


SOME POINTS OF INTEREST ABOUT WEST VIRGINIA 

Area, 24.770 square miles. 

Coke production. 3,400,593 tons. 

Total annual wages, 821,153,042.00. 

% 

Stands first among producers of natural gas. 
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Value of mineral gas production, $8,114,249.00. 

The valuation of property has doubled in the last twenty years. 
West V irginia is one of the few States of the Union out of debt. 
Captial invested in manufacturing enterprises. $S6,820,823.00. 
Seventy-three per cent, of the State is covered with timber, 


6,163 


was em- 


most of which is of good size and quality. 

The largest average number of wage-earner 

e? o o 

ploved in Mav, and the smallest—38.852—in Tamtarv. 

1 here are about 700 coal mines in West Virginia, employing 

about 50,000 men. 

West Virginia is growing so rapidly that the census of 1900 is 
obsolete. 

Population now about 1,250,000, with a larger per cent, of na¬ 
tive-born than any State in the Union. 

The climate, soil, water, grass and grain are in the highest de¬ 
gree favorable to stock farming, and ureat advancement has been 

jrtprlp pi oner tin ? r* C. 


o 


The State leads in oil production, producing 12,500,000 barrels 

last year, and petroleum of fine quality has been found in nearly 
every section. 

Our lumber interests have grown to enormous proportions. but 
millions of acres of splendid forest lands are still awaiting devel¬ 
opment. 

We have 100.000 farms, producing a great quantity of cereals, 
and the average fertility of the soil is equal to that of any State 
in the Union. 

More than ten per cent, of the entire coal output of the country 
was mined in West Virginia, and the percentage for 1906 will show 
a greater increase. 

Our banking has kept pace with the great development, and 
thirteen new banks started business the past year. We have now 
142 State banks. 76 National banks, and 22 trust companies 

According to expert estimates, more than $100,000,000.00 has 


been invested in coal and timber lands and coal and timber opera¬ 
tions and railroad construction in West Virginia in the past tiiree 

vears. and indications are that this is but a starter. 

& * 

West Virginia stands second in output of coal, production hav¬ 
ing arisen from 1,400,000 tons m 1880 to 43,000,000 in the past 
year, from the largest coal fields m the country, comprising 17,000 
square miles, or one-thirteenth of the total coal area of the United 
States, and development only fairly started. 

Our hills and valleys are adapted to the culture of all the fruits 














































































































































































‘FISHERMEN'S lick, 

At Green brier Springs, 11*06. 
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grown in this latitude, and produce the finest quality in the great¬ 
est luxuriance. Great advance has been made, and the total value 
of fruits produced, according to the 1900 census, was $150,000.- 


000.00 


“Monroe Watchman,” Nov. 27 , 1907. 


Mrs. Geo. \\ . \\ arren, at one time a resident of Hinton, is an 
authoress of note, having written and published a number of short 
stories. 

1 he editors and newspaper writers of the county have been.: 
Cameron L. dhompson, the founder and editor of the “Mountain 
Herald”; John M. Fergu son, late editor of the' same paper; A. 
brown r.oughner, also of the same paper at a later date; Geo. \Y. 
Warren and ]ohn 11. Iordan, still later: Win. H. Sawvers, also, as 
well as Howard Templeton. These are the various editors of this 
old-established paper, and the first one printed in the New River 
Valley-—established in 1874. 

Richard Ruths was a veteran newspaper publisher and a wiitci 
of merit. At one time and for many years he operated and edited 
the “Union Register/’ of Monroe Couiitv. which in the earlv davs 
alter the war had a large circulation in Summers Countv and its 


territory. Afterward he moved his plant to Hinton and founded 
and published the "Hinton American.” 

A. S. Johnston and \Y. B. Cushing published and edited the 
“Hinton Independent” after its purchase from Chas. Lewis Peck, 
the founder. 

S. F. McBride was a virile writer, and founded the “Hinton Re¬ 
publican/' and later the “Hinton Headlight,” which finally became 
the “Hinton Leader.” 

J. A. Oldfield, a very forcible writer, edited tlie “Hinton Re¬ 
publican.” and after him for some time R. Hunter Graham, and 
since it became the “Leader” John \Y. Graham lia.s owned, edited 
and published it. 

The “Free Lance” was edited during its sickly life by the vet¬ 
eran editors and newspaper men. Geo. C. McIntosh and James 
Henderson. 

The greatest freak in the newspaper editorial business was the 


“Yellow TacketT 


a free lance Republican paper edited by J. J. 
Swope, the founder of the “Wyoming Mountaineer.” It lived dur¬ 
ing the Congressional campaign of 1902; supported las. H. Miller, 
the Democratic candidate for Congress, and was supported by that 
branch of the old-time Republicans who were opposed to the 
nomination of Joseph. Holt Gaines. 
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m 

Dr. \\ m. H. Talley, Squire Allen L. Harvey and other leaders 
of the Greenback party established the “Hinton Banner” in 1878. 
of which Dr. Tallcv was the editor. It led a feeble existence for 


a vear or so. 



Paper before the war was exceedingly scarce. Tax tic 
for instance, were made out of little strips of paper large enough 
to make a condensed statement of taxes, frequently written, and 
not printed, on brown paper or scraps of paper. Receipts and 
accounts were kept in a similar way. A sheet of paper would be 
cut into narrow strips just large enough for a condensed receipt 
or statement or account. We give below a sample of the tax 
tickets used some time prior to the war, which were written out 
by the sheriff, evident!} in the presence of the taxpayer. 


Robert Bovd, 


A_^ 

i i u c U O t — V_/ 


To Taxes of 1849 


Rec. Pav’t, 


S. M. Meadows, D. S. 


Mr. Robert Bovd, 


Dr. 


To the Sheriff of Monroe Countv. 


To 1 roll. County and Parish levy.$1.50 


Personal Property . 2.36 

Land tax . -4.20 

Railroad tax—Land . 5./0 


$13.76 

* 

John W. Lanias, S. M. C. 


1817 

Robt. Boyd, 

To the Sheriff of Monroe County, 

1 Poll at 75 Horse 18.■.$ .93 

Land 21 .22 

M. C. Xote 236... 2.36 

M. G. Xote 42. 4 ~ ? 

1818 Feb. 28 By Cash. 3M3 

M. Erskine, D. S. 


Dr 
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1862 

Patrick Boyds Heirs, 

To the Sheriff o? Monroe Countv. 
To County lew at S. Parish lew at 


Cap. tax at S. 

To slaves and property tax on $. valuation. 

To land tax on 10 acres.12 


Rec. Payt. S. A. Clark, Dr. 

For A. L. Harvev, S. M. C. 


1827 


Robert Boyd, Dr. 

To the Sheriff of Monroe County. 

1 Poll .... 

2 Horses . 

Land. 

CT. 


S .75 
ox 




1.90 

Hugh Caperton, D. S. 


ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW. 


The 


following is a list of 


attornevs-at-iaw wl 


wno nave prac¬ 


ticed i*d Summers County since its formation as a county, as shown 
by the records of the circuit court, and the year in which they 
qualified at this bar. This work is done by Walter II. Boude, Esq., 
clerk of the circuit court of the county at this date: 


X. M. Lowry.1871 

A. A. Chapman .1872 

C. A. Sperry ."..1871 

A. G. Tebbetts .1871 

Cvrus Xewlin .'..1872 

Janies H. McGinnis .1872 

W. G. Ryan .1872 

J. B.. Peck . ....1873 

Robert C. 21c C la u glier ty .1873 

R. F. Dennis . 1873 

f. Speed Thompson .1873 

Martin H. Holt .1873 

John A. Douglass .1873 

Fount W. Mahood .1873 
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\\ . W . Adam* . 

A. C. Snyder . 

J. C. Reed .. 

James F. Patton. 

A. T. Lacy . 

H. T. Wickham . 

Governor Samuel Price . 

I. F. Snyder . 

• - t 

John A. Preston. 

James H. French . 

Alex. F. Mathews . 

A. X. C. Levenson Gower 

John \Y. Harri> . 

John AM Arbuckle . 

A. X. Campbell . 

John W. McCreery 

Colonel James \\ . Davis 

M. A. Steele . 

A. C. I r ellers . 

M. Yanpelt . 

\Ym. R. Thompson 

George W. EaHev . 

O mm 

James W. Malcolm . 

David E. Johnson . 

Elbert Fowler . 

T. D. Logan . 

Mark Jarrett . 

FI. D. McCue . 

F. B. Smith . 

* 

Thomas X. Page . 

A. C. Houston . 

\Ym. H. McGinnis . 

fames D. fohnston . 

Frank Hereford . 

A. \Y. Hawley . . . .. 

A. C. Davidson . 

J. W. St. Clair . 

John H. Crozier . 

Samuel \Y. Williams . . . 

C. P. Snvder . 

James H. Brown . 

E. Willis Wilson . 
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J. \V. Hale. 

Albert \V. Reynolds . 

A. F. Farley . 

J. M. Payne . 

C. W. Bocock. 

James II. Miller 

J. W. Cracraft . 

P. P. Garland . 

\Y. S. Laidley . 

George D. Havnes . . . 

C? r 

John Osborne . 

James P. Pack . 

J. W. Isbell . 

George \V. Warren . 
Henry C. Simms . . . 

C. W. Smith . 

Charles A. Clark . .. 

John J. Cabell . 

F. S. Blair. 

C. C. Watts . 

J Mm E. Kenna . 

John S. Rudd . 

Frank [. Parke . 

James H. Ferguson . 

W. G. Hudgin . 

James M. French . .. 

S. C. Burdette . 

Walter M. Gwinn . . 
George R. Poole . . .. 

o 

Frank Liveiv . 

A. P. Farley . 

W. F. Boggess . 

A. J. Oliver (colored) 

J. A. Bings . 

Joseph E. Chilton . . . 
Thomas G. Mann . .. 

Henry Gilmer. 

J. B. Laidley . 

C. W. Campbell. 

Thomas H. Dennis . . 

F. B. Enslow . 

L. M. Dav . 


1883 
1SS3 

1883 
1881 
1881 
1882 
1882 
1882 

1884 
1884 
1884 
1884 

1584 

1884 

1885 

1855 

1 oo ~ 
lOOJ 

188 ? 

1585 
188? 
1885 

1885 

1885 

1885 

188 f * 

1886 
1886 

1586 

1885 

1886 

1856 
1886 
1887 
1887 
1887 

1887 

1888 
1888 
1888 
1S88 
1888 
1888 
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J. D. Daniels .... 
John II. Holt 
H, \Y. Straley, Jr. 
P. P>. Stanard . . . 

L. D. Isbell . 

H. W. Praie .... 

Homer A. Holt . . 
C. Ib Cushing .. . 
H. A. Mykrantz . . 

M. A. Manning . . 

o 

Alfred Rheistorm . 

W. S. Thompson . 

Tames W. Haves . 

* 

John D. Alderson 
John M. McGrath 

J. J. Swope . 

F. M. Hartman . . 
J. K. Kountz .... 
\Y. E. Chilton ... 

L. J. Williams . .. 

R. L. Keadie .... 

M. Jackson . 

M. B. Stickler . . . 
Ben. H. Oxlev . . . 

m 

\\ ni. II. Sawyers • 
Thomas X. Read 

J. S. Clark . 

C. R. Summerfield 
H. S. Douthitt ... 
C. M. Alderson . . 
P. W. Strother . . 
John W. Johnson 

S. L. Flournov . .. 
Geo. E. Price 

W. W. Lively ... 
J. A. Oldfield .... 

A. R. Heflin . 

H. D. Perkins . .. 

\V. D. Payne . 

W. H. Garnett . . . 

R, ?d. Baker. 

Herbert Fitzpatrick 


>oo 















1897 

1897 
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Alfred B. Percy . 

E. W. Xowlan.\ ... 

James P. D. Gardner (colored) 

T. C. Lowry . 

E. W. Knight-. 

R. F. Dunlap. 

A. G. Patton . 

Wni. II. Copeland . 

E. S. Curtis . 

G. M. Ford . 

E. C. Eagle . 

George J. Thompson. 

C. \Y. Ossenton . 

E. M. Keatley . 

Wm. A. Wade . 

Weslev Mollohan . 

* 

A V Rerkinson . 



1898 

1898 

1898 

1899 
1809 
1899 
1899 


J. French Strother. 

Robert H. Miller. 

George \Y. Lewis. 

Robert McEldowney ... 
A. A. Lilly... 

T. L. Sweeney (colored) 

T. M. Garvin. 

P. \Y. Boggess . 

T. L. Henritze. 

M. I. Dunn. 

Upshur Higginbotham . 
Roy R. Hoge . 4 . 

I. E. Christian . 

J. F. Maynard. 

George J. McComas . .. 

T. \Y. Peyton . 

E. L. Nuckells. 

C. \Y. Allen. 

Tames \Y. Marshall . .. . 
Wm. R. Bennett. 

L. E. Poteet. 

R. J. Thrift . 

A. D. Daly. 

M. N. Higginbotham . .. 

[. Alex. Meadows. 


..1S99 
..1S99 
..1899 
.1900 
..1900 
..1900 
..1900 
..1900 
..1900 
..1901 
..1901 
..1899 

..1902 
..1902 
..1902 
..1902 
..1902 
..1902 
..1903 
..1903 
..1903 
..1905 
..1003 
..1904 

..1898 
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Ira C. Green.1905 

J. \Y. Kennedy .1905 

Ashton Kile . 1905 

J. I-ewis Bumgardner.1905 

M. F. Mathenev .1905 

J. M. Ellis (colored).1006 

R. H. Graham .190o 

S. B. Thomas.1909 

W. L. Lee .1O07 

John T. Simms. 1 ‘>07 

Robert S. Spillman ..■.1907 

J. E. Price .1907 

Robert E. Maxwell . 1907 

Robert Bland.1907 


TWO UNFORTUNATE 



O AM KJ 


LAWYERS. 


George D. Haynes, a descendant of the ancient Havnes family 
who settled in Favette Countv. married a Miss Hollidav and came 
to Summers County when about twenty-five vears of age. He 
taught school, residing on Lick Creek, where he purchased a small 
tract of land and erected a residence. He studied law and was an 
energetic man. a loval man. and an honest man. After residing 
there for a few years, when the financial misfortune came to the 
firm of Bearse & Hall at Meadow Creek, which had been doing a 

t 

large and extensive stave, lumber and mercantile business, having 
one of the largest general merchandise stores of Summers Countv 

LA C* * 

at Meadow Creek. Mr. Haynes was appointed receiver by Judge 
A. X. Campbell. He had for several vears been studving law. and 

4 ~ ~ 

had been admitted a few years previous to the practice. He then 

removed to Meadow Creek about 1885, took charge of and wound 

up that extensive business as receiver, teaching school in the 

meantime and practicing his profession. After closing out this 

business, he removed to Hinton, purchasing property in Smith 

Hollow and residing there for some time, later purchasing the 

Jordan property on the court house square, where he lived until 

his death, with his family. He was elected and served one term 

as recorder and one term as mayor of Hinton. 

Phil D. Stanard, a native of Rockingham County, Virginia, some 

rime prior to the removal of Mr. Haynes to Hinton, had come to 

Hinton as a railway employee in the station at Hinton. During 
% 

his employment he studied law with James H. Miller, and was 
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admitted to the practice. He was a bright young' man. After 
being admitted, to the practice lie remo\ ed to Xewcastle. Virginia, 
married a young lad\ from Lexington, Virginia, practiced there 
lor a few years, and then about the time Mr. llayues came to Hin¬ 
ton, Mr. Stanard removed his family to the same city, and he and 
Mr. Haynes formed a partnership as Havnes & Stanard. Their 

• i l m 

business grew, and thev were growing in the confidence of the 
people, but in the spring of about 1895 Mr. Stanard was found in 
a dying condition in the third story of the Tyree Building, on the 
corner of Third and Front Streets, lying in a bed. Some powders 
were found in the room and the paper covers from other> were 
found there, and the evidence showed that he had taken an o\ er- 
dose of morphine. An inquest was held, and the conclusion ar¬ 
rived at was that no crime had been committed, and that Mr. 
Stanard bad either taken this overdose intentionally or bv inad- 
vertence, he having become addicted to some extent to the use of 
this drug. He was buried at Lexington, \ lrginia, and thus the 
firm of Haynes X Stanard terminated, 
intellect, with a bright future before him. 

Soon after. Judge A. R. Hefiin removed to Hinton and formed 
a partnership with Mr. Haynes, under the firm name of Haynes X 

Hefiin. Within about twelve months afterwards, Mr. Havnes had 

* 

been out of town attending to some legal matters: returned home 

o « • 

on Saturday night, and on Sunday was found dead in his bed. He 
had also unfortunately become addicted to the use of strong drink, 
and had either taken an overdose of some drug intentionally or by 
inadvertence. Thev were about thirty-five years of age. 


He was-a man of bright 


Thus 


terminated tin 


lives of these two young men. The family of Mr. 
Havnes ''till resides in Summers County, his widow having married 
Rufus Bragg, of Green Sulphur District. 

O I 


SKETCHES BY CLERK BOUDE OF A FEW OF THE LAW¬ 
YERS WHO HAVE PRACTICED AT THE SUMMERS 
BAR SINCE THE FORMATION OF THE COUNTY 

IN 1871. 

Gen, A. A. Chapman, lawyer, dropped dead at the railway track 
in Hinton, from apoplexy, en route to Charleston, about 1877, and 


Major l vrus Xewlan, 


Xew Yorker, located at Union, died of 


heart disease while attending court in Hinton some few vear- 
after the formation of the county, hie was a very bright man. but 
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dissipated, and was called a carpet bagger .’ He is buried in 

Hinton, but nothing to show his last resting place. 

J. b. Peck, 18/a. \\ as a native ot Giles County and lived in 
\ irgmia and practiced his profession for many years, and was a 
good lawwer. He died recently. 

John A. Preston. 18/ He is a member of the Lewisburg 

o 

Par and an able practitioner, and one of the most popular men of 
Greenbrier County. He is a Democrat and has represented his 
people as prosecuting attorney and delegate to the Legislature. 
John W. Harris, 187a. Has been a member of the Lewisburg 

O 

Bar for many vears and is a lawyer of abilitv. He now resides in 
Richmond, Virginia. 


Gen. A. A. Chapman was a resident of Monroe Countv. where 
he resided many years. He practiced here in the early history of 
the county, and rode horseback from his home in Union, and at¬ 
tended the courts of this county before the completion of the rail¬ 
road. He was elected to Congress when this nnrt- rv Cf utc 
was Virginia. He was a good lawyer and enjoyed a large prac¬ 
tice, and attended many of the courts in the adjoining counties. 
Few men in the country were better known than Gen. Chapman. 
Pie died in Hinton in 1876, while on his wav to attend a Demo¬ 
cratic Congressional Convention at Charleston. 

David E. Johnston, 1877. His home is in Blueneld, Mercer 

County, and one of the leading lawyers of this pan of the State. 
He is identified with many enterprises of his State, and few men 
in Southern Vest Virginia are better known. He was a Confed¬ 
erate soldier during the Civil War, and is the author of several 
books. He w'as elected to Congress from this district in 1868. 

A. C. Snyder. 1874. Was from the Greenbrier Bar and was a 
good lawyer. He was‘a judge of the Supreme Court of Appeals 
of West Virginia at one time. 

John W. Arbnckle, 1874. Is a native of Greenbrier County and 
a leading citizen. He is quite an active man in his profession and 
a most excellent speaker and political campaigner. He is quite 
popular throughout the Greenbrier Valley. Has represented his 
people in the State Senate. 

Alexander F. Mathews, 1876. He lived in Greenbrier County. 


and w'as a very prominent man in the State and a fine lawyer. He 
was a brother of Governor Henrv M. Mathews. He died a short 


time ago. 

W. W. Adams came here in the earlv 70\s from Virginia 
soon built up a lucrative practice. He was a great mixer 





HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


/ / D 


the people, and soon became well known. He was an able man 
in his profession and had the confidence of the people. Fie was a 
Democrat and elected to the State Senate in 1876. About the 


1SS4 


At the 


time of his death he was a member of the law firm of Adaim 


& Miller. 


Martin IF. Holt. 1873. Lived at Beckley. in Raleigh Countv, 
and was a native of Floyd County, Virginia. He died at Wyoming 
Court House while attending a term of the circuit court of that 
county. It is said that he died while sitting at the table drinking 
a cup of coffee. 

M. \anpelt. 1877. Was a lawyer from the countv of Favette, 
and lived in that county for many years. He represented this 
district in the State Senate for one 



term, commencing m ion, 
He was the superintendent of the penitentiary during the Mc- 
Corkle administration. 

James H. MeGinnF was born in Logan Countv. Virginia, now 
West Virginia, and lived in the countv of Raleigh for many years. 


We find from the records that he was practicing law in Summers 
Countv in the vear 1873, and for a number of rears after had con- 
siderable business at this bar. He was a brilliant man in his pro¬ 
fession and well known throughout the State. 


He was a Repub¬ 


lican in politics and a leader among his people. He had no ene¬ 
mies. He was ever ready to lend a helping hand to those who 
needed his assistance and influence. He was a prominent figure 
and noted landmark of Raleigh County. Died at Beckley Sep¬ 
tember 2, 1907. at the age of seventv-nine vears. He had been 

c? * - 

prosecuting attorney of Raleigh and Favette Counties. Fie was 

1 Op O 

the father of W. 11. McGinnis and f. D. McGinnis, both members of 

4 

the Raleigh Bar. He was admitted to the bar in earl v life. 

i ^ 

A. G. Tebbetts came to Monroe County, West Virginia, from 

Xew Hampshire and began practicing law in Union during the 

da vs of reconstruction. He attended the courts of this countv for 

a time while he resided in Monroe, and made a number of friends. 

and his name is often mentioned bv the older settlers. He wa> a 

•» 

careful and safe man in business. He removed to Charleston, W ot 
Virginia, where he died. 

Xelson M. Lowry was the first attorney to locate in Summers 
County for the practice of his profession after its organization in 
1871. He came here when quite a young man, and lived in Hinton 
for a number of years. He soon built up a large practice, and had 
the reputation of a good lawyer. He was quite popular among his 
people and will known. He was a Democrat and a leader in his 
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party, tie was elected to the Legislature in 1880, and in the vear 
1S85 went West, and died in 1 exas a few years later. 

A. X. Campbell is among the leading lawyers of the State; 
was judge of the Tenth Judicial Circuit for eight years and has 
represented his county in the Legislature. His home is in Monroe 
County, and no man in that comity is closer to the hearts of his 
people than Judge Xelse Campbell. He was a Confederate soldier 
during the Civil War. He graduated in law at the Washington 
and Lee L niversity. and his diploma is signed by Gen. Robert E. 
Lee. He has a fine memory and seldom forgets a face or name. 
He is a man of great physical strength and well endowed bv 
nature. He is still in the active practive of his profession. 

Elbert Fowler was a native of Monroe (now Summers County) 
and reared at the mouth of Indian Creek. He was a Confederate 
soldier and member of Lowrv’s Battery, and after the close of the 
war began the practice of his profession, fie was an able and 


\ 


successful lawyer and a great friend to the common people 
man was more true to his friends. He founded the “Border Watch¬ 
man,” afterwards called the “Monroe County Watchman,” in the 
early 70’s, which is now one of the oldest and most influential 
newspapers in West Virginia. He was an energetic and aide 
writer. He was elected prosecuting attorney of this county in 
1876, and served foui years in that office. He was a leading Demo- 
crat and a fine politician. At the time of his death he was a 
member of the law firm of Fow ler X AI iIIer. He died in 1885. 

Frank Hereford came to Monroe County from California soon 
after the close of the Civil War. He did much for this part of 
the country during the days of reconstruction. He was elected'to 

Congress from the Third District in 1872. and re-elected in 1874 
\ • 

on the Democratic ticket*, and few men in our country were more 
popular. In 1877 he was elected United States Senator to succeed 
the late Allen T. Caperton, who w r as then in the Senate from the 
county of Monroe. Air. Hereford was a conservative man and was 
always found true and loyal to his people. He often visited Sum¬ 
mers Countv in its early davs, and did much to encourage its 


inci> CUL1IID Hi u> c cl i i \ v i ci v , dim um uiuv 

people and build up its institutions. He died in 


1 SO 


FORTS. 

The pioneer settlers established-forts for their protection against 
the attacks of the "avage Indians who still infested the regions 
west of the Allegheny Mountains, a> well as from the attack^ of 
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wild beasts and reptiles. The forts that were established and 
maintained within the borders of this county sc far as we are able 
to learn are as follows: Keeney’s Fort was located at the foot of 
Keeney’s Knobs; the exact location is in some doubt, and on which 
side of the mountain. There was a fort on the bottoms below 
Alderson in the county near the mouth of Griffith’s Creek. Janet’s 
Fort was on Wolf Creek at the mouth on the Summers side of the 
river. There was a fort on Indian Creek three miles from its mouth 
known as the Cook’s Fort. There were two forts on Culbertson’s 
or Crump’s Bottom, one known as Farley’s Fort. This was estab¬ 
lished by Captain Matt Farley. The ocher. Field’s Fort. There 
was another on the GatlifY Bottoms, or Barker place. There was 
a fort several hundred yards below the Green Sulphur Springs 
which was much older than anv civilized settlement of this region. 
It was built of stone across the bottom near where the frame barn 
of Harrison Gwinn now stands. The remains are still to be plainlv 


een. 


This was constructed b - '* tup bc 4 *or? the whit 


or 


had 


ever crossed the Alleghenies 


r f 


Fhe houses or the settlers 


were constructed for defensive purposes, and were forts on a 
miniature scale. Many of them had no windows whatever. An 
example of this still remains on the old Ballangee place at the 
month of Greenbrier, still standing. Evi Ballangee and his brother 
fohn inherited the land from their father, George. He ami his 
sister neither ever married, both living to be very old people. There 
was another brother. John, who settled at the foot of Keeney’s 
Knob, in the Graham settlement, which place is now owned by 
Squire C. H. Graham, who married his daughter. This house at 
the mouth of Greenbrier was a house of the aristocratic in its 
day', and never had a .window in it until fifteen years ago, when 
Evi had a window constructed in the walls of the house, and a 
well dug in the vard. over which he had a little frame house con- 
structed. covered with corrugated iron, of which he was very 
proud. One fort in a settlement was expected to accommodate 
all the people in the surrounding section. If an alarm was made 
of a prospective Indian attack, all the settlers gathered with their 
women, children, cattle and effects into the fort. Many of the 
dwellings were so constructed as to enable the occupants to light 
the savages, after the Indian incursions had become less frequent. 
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THE IRISH SETTLEMENT. 

About 18/0 there settled on the mountain above Elton, in 

District, several native Irish families, who have 



Green 

formed and grown into a thrifty, enterprising and law-abiding 
community. Among them was Thomas Hurley, a native of Ire¬ 
land, who married Catharine Lawler. He was a native of Cork 

$ 

County, Ireland: purchased four hundred acres of good mountain 
land, and there raised a family and died. His children are Jerry, 
Tohn, Dennis, fames and Timothv. Dennis married Marv Sulli- 
van, ol Raleigh Cunntv. The daughters were Nora, who married 
John Hurley, from Ireland : Margaret, who married Tom Gohcen; 
and Ellen, unmarried. 

Another family was that of Richard Twohig. who emigrated 
to this country from Ireland in 1850, first locating in Rockingham 
Count v. 


Virginia. 


He aided in buildirm the Ch 


ac noc 

i 




V s lii'J 


Railroad He married Julia Shay, dying in Greenbrier County. 
The hoys were James, Dennis, Bartholomew and Richard, and 
one daughter. Mary, who married Jerry Hurley, son of Thomas 
Hurley. 

Another of these families was Patrick Conly. His wife was 
Margaret Hagertc. also from Cork Countv. Ireland, locating in 
that region in 1869. He left a number of children. Among them 
w 7 ere Dennis, who married Xora Sullivan, and Patrick. 

Another family was Terrence Folev, who left two sons, John 
and Patrick Foley. 

Another family was Edward McGuire, who left five sons sur¬ 


viving him 


Morris. Edward, Tohn, Mike and Patrick. 


Another family was Florence Donohue. He left surviving him 

r «^ 

Pat, Morris. Dan and Florence, and two daughters. Mary and 
Annie. 

Another family was Tohn Hurlev. also from Ireland, and who 

w ~ ~ 

married a daughter of Thomas Hurley’s. 

These Irish settlers were faithful Catholics, and about 1876 
erected the second Catholic Church built in Summers County, 
named Saint Kehrens. It was planned and built under the super¬ 
vision of Faiher David Walsh. The first building was of logs. 
Later the old building was abandoned, and at the present day 
they ha v e a frame house of worship, the present pastor being 
Father De Ladd. 

There was another family of Irish settlers who located near 
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the top of Keeney’s Knob, the head of which was lames Hurley. 
He purchased some lour hundred acres of land from the John and 
Alex. Miller estate, all in the woods. During his lifetime he 


farm, rearing a family of boys and 
girls thereon. The bows were Morris, who was born on the ocean. 


during 1 their emigration. 

c o 


He was a self-made and educated gen¬ 
tleman. taking a course at the Concord Normal School; taught 

4 — o 

school a number of vears in the fr.ee schools, and attended the old 


“Gum School on Lick Creek. He removed to Kansas about 1885, 
and died soon thereafter. The second son was William, who also 
emigrated to Kansas, and is now a citizen of that State. Another 
son, Michael, live- in Raleigh Countv. The daughters were Marv, 
Nora and Bridget. Bridget married Joseph Dick, who lives on 
the old plantation. 

These Irish settlers were all devout Catholics, and were vi>- 
ited periodically by the representative of the church. They are 
good, honest. industP'uis Dozens 

Patrick O'Leary was another Irish-American who settled in 
this neighborhood, and reared a familv of bovs and girls. 

~ o 


DOCTORS. 

The doctors who have practiced medicine in the county are 
given as nearlv as we can do so at this late dav. At the first set- 
tlement. and for years afterward, there were but few practicing 
physicians within our territory. Before the war there had been 
but one doctor located in Green Sulphur District, he being Dr. 
N. W. Noell. who had located at Green Sulphur Springs a short 
time before the beginning of hostilities, upon which he migrated 
to Eastern Virginia and entered the Southern Armv, returning 
after the w'ar and resuming his practice. Before that time the 
services of a physician were secured from Blue Sulphur Springs. 
Dr. Samuel Beard, practicing in all that territory, had hL office 
in that place. Dr. Beard was among the older class of physicians, 
having married a daughter of Jacob Hamilton. There was an¬ 
other doctor at Blue Sulphur Springs by the name of Martin—a 
Frenchman—who also practiced in that region np until the war. 
One time he claimed a large boundarv of land, including the Red 

i ’ ^ * 

Spring, a branch of Slater's Creek, and extending on to the waters 
of Mill Greek Fork. Thi> large boundary he placed under fence; 
but dying about the beginning of the war, and having no heirs or 
relatives in this country, his title lapsed, and his claim reverted 
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to the Schermerhorns. lie was a man of peculiar abilities, had 
an extensive laboratory, and was possessed of some genius. Dr. 
Noel, after the war, located on Lick Creek, and continued in active 
practice until his death, some fifteen vears aero, being succeeded 

* - O ' O 

by his son, Dr. Edgar-E. Noel, who still resides at Green Sulphur 
Springs, and practices his profession throughout all that territory. 
During the war Dr. Samuel Williams emigrated and settle' 1 on 
that creek also, and practiced in that region until his death. 

These pioneer doctors rode horseback over the mountains into 
Raleigh, Monroe, Greenbrier and Fayette counties. No call went 
unheeded. The compensation charged by them was nominal com¬ 
pared with the prices of to-day. They were benefactors and phi¬ 
lanthropists to those people, and their praises will descend to fu¬ 
ture generations. No such thing was ever heard of as these coun- 

o o 

try doctors suing their patients. 

Later Dr. J. \\ . Rifte settled in the Lick Creek country, prac 
tired his profession a few years, and removed to Indiana. 

D. Lind located first at Meadow Creek and later at New Rich¬ 
mond, where he now practices throughout that region. He is an in¬ 
telligent, educated practitioner, and w'as a professor in medicine in 
the National Lniversitv at Lebanon, Ohio, for a number of rears. 
Dr. J. E. Hume also located and practiced for some time at 
Meadow’ Creek. Dr. Lind is an authority on archaeology and an 
enlightened gentleman. Drs. Bigony and Cooper of Hinton, both 
attended the Lebanon School, of which Dr. Lind was a professor. 

The first doctor in Pipestem District and Jumping Branch 
was a Dr. Greenleat. who practiced throughout the region of those 

districts and in Mercer and Raleigh. Later Dr. Tohn Lilly, the 

* - ^ * ' 

first native physician within the territory, located in jumping 
Branch, and has there* practiced his profession for forty years. 
He is a brother of “Miller Bob” Lilly, Captain Jonathan Lilly, 
Mrs. M. C. Barker and Mrs. Levi Neelev. His travels cover a 
territory of many miles on horseback. He discovered and origi- 

v r 

nated the celebrated cure for fevers and malaria which he manu¬ 
factures. He is now postmaster at Jumping Branch, and has been 
for the past twelve years. He was never known to sue for a doc¬ 
tor’s bill or for medical services. Elis son. I.. L. Lilly, also gradu¬ 
ated and located for the practice of medicine at Flat Top, a few 
years ago, but soon afterward died from consumption. In later 
vears Drs. Amick. Brown and Absliire have located within Dr. 
Lilly's territory. 

In Foiest Hill District. Dr. L C. Thrasher was the first doctor 
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to locate permanently in that whole territory, the lower end of 


Monroe 


Countv having been under the 

• O 


practice of Dr. Henry 


Butt, one of the most celebrated and widely known physicians 
and surgeons in this part of the State. Later Dr. Wykel, now of 
Hinton, who married a daughter of Hon. S. \\ . Willey, located 
at the mouth of Indian, and practiced there for a short time. He 
is also a native of Summers County. Dr. Smith, of Virginia, also 
located at the same place and practiced for a few years. Dr. Kyle 
Yass and Dr. Dillon, sons of Squire Cary Mass and Kev. Henry 
Dillon, natives of this county, graduated in medicine in 1907. Dr. 
J. C. Vermillion practiced medicine in the upper end of Forest 
Hill and Greenbrier Districts for a number of vears. being a resi¬ 
dent of Foss, and later located above Pack’s Ferrv. where he died 


some six vears ago. 


He was from Southwest Virginia and a 


cultured gentleman. He married a daughter of “Squire" James E. 
Meadows. He was a man of fine attainments in his profession. 

The only doctor on New River for many miles was Dr. Thomas 
Fowler, who died in the 50's. He was a native of Tennessee, and 
located at the mouth of Indian, where he acquired a magnificent 
plantation, owned a large number of slaves, and built the first 
brick house ever built in the county, and it remains one of the 
finest residences therein. Ife married a Chapman, and there raised 
a distinguished family, including Dr. Allen Fowler, Hon. I. C. 

o ^ o * 

Fowler, Hon. Elbert Fowler, Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Paris. Dr. 

7 ' ^ 

Holdran located at Tophet, a few years ago, and practiced for a 
short time in that territory. 

At Talcott the first doctors to locate were Drs. J. \V. Ford 
and J. W. de Yebber. These gentlemen practiced under the firm 
name of Ford & de Yebber for a number of years. After the dis¬ 
solution of the firm, Dr. Ford continued, and still resides in that 
town and practices throughout that vicinity—a very excellent and 
enterprising physician, and one of the surgeons for the C. & O. 
Rail wav Co. He married a daughter of Paul Knight, Esq. 

In Greenbrier, the first physician to locate therein was Dr. 
Benj. P. Gooch; then IPr. J. G. Manser; then followed Dr. Shan¬ 
non B. y Peck, Dr. Victor Quesenberry, and later his nephew. Dr. 
George O. Quesenberry; Drs. J. Thompson Hume. J. G Haley. 
T. A. Palmer, and O. O. Cooper, who owns and operates the first 
medical hospital established in this part of the Stale—the cele¬ 
brated Hinton Hospital, in which he is chief surgeon, with Drs. 
R. B. Miler and George Pence as associate surgeons; Dr. John 


F. Bigonv, who established, owns and operates the Bigonv Hos- 







782 


HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 

pital. with his brother. Dr. Hiram Bigonv, as assistant surgeon. 
Dr. G. \\ . Holley is the first and only physician of color to ever 
locate or practice the profession of medicine in Summers Countv. 
He has also erected and ow ns and controls a hospital for the treat¬ 
ment of colored patients in the citv of Hinton. Dr. William L. 
Barksdale, an old Confederate Army .surgeon, who has been in 
active practice longer than any other physician in the county, lo¬ 
cated in Hinton some twelve years ago, removing to that citv 
from Alderson. Dr. Jos. A. box located in the citv some three 
or four years ago. Dr. Samuel Henry Hartwell, who owns and 
resides on the old \\ illcy place, on the Wolf Creek Mountain, 
having married a daughter of Eber Willey, the sett h r, has a large 
practice over an extensive territory in that region. The natives 
of the county engaged in the practice of medicine are: Drs. [. A. 
Gooch and Carlos A. Gooch, sons of Dr B. C. Gooch; Dr. B. B. 
Richmond, a son of John A. Richmond, of Xew Richmond, now 
located at Page, West Virginia; Drs. E. E, Noel. Alh*n Wwder. 


W. H. Manser, i. W. Ritte and 1. A. Wvkel; Dr. Barker, a son 
of Jonathan L. Barker; Drs. Yass and Dillon: Dr. W. C. Now land, 
and Dr. Hartwell. 

The first doctor to locate at Talcott was Dr. Thos. Brav. the 
English surgeon, about 1871. 


rimre was an itinerant doctor, who for main 


years did a ram- 


sonian oi 


bling practice in the lower end of the county. He was a “Thomp- 

“herb doctor," and something of a genius in his way. 
His name w'as Thomas. 

The latest doctor to locate in Hinton is Dr. J. A. Palmer, who 
married Miss Nellie Gott, an accomplished lady of Hinton. 

Dr. Thrasher, above mentioned, killed himself bv taking the 


C 


wrong medicine. swalTowing poison, at the Red Sulphur, some 
thirty years ago. His son in recent years located at Eorest Hill 

mf wf ~ 

and practiced for >e\ oral years, and then removed to Greenbrier 
County, and is an accomplished physician, and was succeeded by 

Dr. V . C. Xowlan, a son of los. Xowlan, w ho was succeeded bv 
Dr. Hunter and Dr. Ryan, who now occupy that territory. 


LUMBERMEN. 

The stave and lumber industry has been one of the principal 
industries of the county. For a number of years, immediately fol¬ 
lowing the advent of the C. X O. Railwav, numerous timber and 
lumbermen came into the count'', and began the manufacture and 
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shipment of staves an<1 lumber. ( hie of the first on the ground 
was Theodore Arter, Esq., of Cleveland, Ohio, a representative of 
the Standard ( 'fit Company, who made his headquarters at Hinton 
about 1875, retaining the same practically all of the time at this 
place, and buying and shipping practically all of the oil barrel 
staves manufactured in this region, lie was an active and shrewd 
business man. 

Robert Elliott was another of the ancient lumbermen. He was 
a native of Canada, and was actively engaged for several years in 

~ o o •* 

the countv, residing in Hinton, and was a member of its citv conn- 

• O w 

cil in the early days, and was connected with Judge \Y. S. E e w i s 
operations, and then entered the business on his own account. 
He married a daughter of lames Rose, of the mouth of Rluestone, 


a granddaughter of Anderson Pack. Oscar Roles, a son of lames 

O V? • *7 

Roles, was raised at the mouth of Pduestone, on the old Pack 


lands, and i.> now 


business man at Bluetield. The other sons 


of James Rose were Garfield and Howard, who both die^ 1 — How¬ 
ard in the W est and Garfield at his home—when about twenty- 
five years of age. Judge \\ . S. Lewis, of Kentucky, was a large 
stave ami lumberman operating in the county for many years. 
\Y. R. Johnston, a Pennsylvanian, was one of the first stave and 
lumbermen who came into the county, operating first on Beech 
Run, and was probably the first man to make sawed oil barrel 
staves in the count}'. The first split stave hogsheads ever made 
in the county were made by Captain Silas F. Taylor, in the hollow 
known as Ben Bebber < Van Bibber), on the headwaters of Lick 
Creek, on a tract of land he had purchased from Captain A. A. 
Miller—one hundred acres—-in exchange for building the brick 

house now resided in by John A. George, Esq., on that creek. 

* 

Captain Taylor and his sons got out a large number of these 
large staves, placed them in Lick Creek and floated them to Xew 
Richmond, where they were loaded in cars. He was the pioneer 
stave man in Summers County. It was he who built the brick 

house for Andrew Gwinn at Lowell, the brick house for Augustus 

% ■ 

Gwinn, near Alderson, and many brick houses in other counties, 

10 

being the pioneer brick mason for all this region, and a very hon¬ 
est workman and contractor. 

Another of the ancient lumbermen in the county was M. Hutch¬ 
inson, who did a large lumber and stave business in the lower 

Lick Creek country, and was succeeded in the business bv his 

• 10 

son Ed, who was killed while engaged therein. Tohn A. Rich- 
morn! early engaged in the purchase, shipment and sale of the 













734 


HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


large split staves. 


J 


in staves at one time on Laurel Creek. Janies Allen Graham and 
his brother, C. H. Graham, as well as their uncle, John Graham, 
were early lumbermen in the county. The Graham brothers bought 
a mill and located at the foot of keenev’s Knob, hauling the mill 

* O 

and machinery across that big mountain. They located on the 
\\ . A. Miller land, and sawed a large amount of poplar timber, 
which they hauled to New Richmond and shipped. Later they 
engaged in business on Laurel Creek. M. A. Carroll located a 

mill in the early davs at New Richmond, and manufactured large 


quantities of lumber. 

The first say mill man to operate at Meadow Creek was a Mr. 
Moore, from Pennsylvania, later succeeded by B. F. Hall and 
Owen Bearse, Jr. Bearse was from Massachusetts and Hall from 
Ohio. They did a large buGuess at Meadow Creek. A tram-road 
was built for several miles up that creek, and the products brought 
down to the railroad, but they hnallv tailed, went into the h^nds 
of a receiver, and the business was wound up, George D. Haynes, 
the lawyer, being the receiver. Owen Bearse, Tr., was a man of 


parts—educated, courteous and gentlemanly. He did a large busi¬ 
ness in the shipment of split staves to foreign lands. Marcelliutt 
& Bearse was the original firm, which began business in the earlv 

C 1 %T7 rn 

70 ? s, on Lick C reek. They at one time owned the whole of North 
Alderson, purchasing the same and converting it into town lots. 
Benjamin F. Hall came in the early days of the county into the 
country, first as a stave inspector, and later engaging in the busi¬ 
ness himself, and became an active politician. At one time he was 
a candidate for commissioner of the countv court, and at another 

w 

time for the Legislature, and at his death was postmaster at 
Meadow Creek. He was a very large, jovial man. and a bachelor, 
but was very unfortunate in his financial affairs, and died in pov¬ 
erty, his only income being from the postofifice, which he received 
for his loyal party services. He died some eight years ago. 

HarrLon Gwinri. of Green Sulphur Springs, has been engaged 
in the lumber business for many years, as also the stave business, 
successfully. D. M. Meador is now' one of the largest lumber and 
stave manufacturers, with headquarters at Hinton. 

The Lilly Lumber Company, a corporation, was organized by 
T. H. Lillv. the lumberman. He opened business in Hinton about 
10Q1, becoming very successful. He docs a wholesale and jobbing 


business, with a van! at Hinton. 


a n d mill s 


on the Greenbrier 


Branch of the 


n 


Sc O. Railway. His corporation was organized 
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with a maximum capital stock of $100,000, his brother, Everett 
Lilly, being treasurer; T. H. Lilly, president; H. Ewart, jas. H. 
Miller, J. M. Godfrey (vice-president), A. G. Flanagan (secre¬ 
tary), D. M. Meador, Martin Hill, Jr., Everett Lilly, R. H. Max¬ 
well and F. B. Kbid being' directors, 
markets; also to the local business. 

Kidd & Kiri 


They ship to the foreign 


>y have been maufacturing extensively in this 
countv for the last few vears. W,. R. Best lias been manufactur- 
ing in the Jumping Branch District, on the Davis lands, on -Mad¬ 
am’s Creek. 

B. B. Burks is one of the oldest lumbermen in the countv, 
having begun operations as early as 1873. He is from Ashland. 
Kentucky, and is now residing in Florida. He first began opera¬ 
tions at the mouth of Bluestone, on Tallery Mountain. R. II. 
Maxwell was also one of the pioneer lumber and stave men, along 
with R. M. Commack, of Cleveland, Ohio. He did a large bnci‘- 
ness in this county at one time Willem James 3c Swuo 
operations directly after the formation of the county, locating 
their mills on the pond in Avis, acquiring seven acres of ground, 
and utilizing the pond for storing logs and boom purposes. They 
still operate large saw and planing mills in the city of Avis, and 


ha\ 


e i 


Ion 


t: 


o eontintiouslv since the founding of the business bv 


W illiam James. John P. 3.1 ills v r as another of the pioneer lum¬ 
ber manufacturers in Hinton. He was a New Yorker, and buiit 
a large steam mill below the Hinton ferry. He erected a hand- 

O 

some iesidence, which was destroyed bv the food of ’78, and his 
mill greatly damaged. Daniel F. Molder was one of the first tim- 

o - o 

ber men to operate on a large scale. He was at the mouth of 
Griffith’s Creek—“Mohler’s Switch”—in 1880, and made consid- 

4 

erable money at the business. 

In the early days great quantities of staves and lumber were 
floated down the New River in batteaus by Captain Thomas 
Quinn, the Irish boatman. He married a Farley, of Pipestem, 
and his two sons still reside in that district, Fowler and Miller. 
Mike being killed in a railway accident with Tohn Flanagan, in 
1906. He was a fireman on the railway. Squire Homer Ballen- 
ger, of Talcott. is also engaged in the lumber business at this 
date. Welder N Son, of Forest Hill District, enterprising saw¬ 
mill men and stave manufacturers, have been doing business in 
the region of Forest Ilill and Barger Springs for a number of 

vears. Green L. Scott and I. D. Scott, his brother, have been en- 
* * 

gaged in the lumbering manufacturing business for several years 
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successfully in Talcott District. Captain Mark M. Miller came to 
the county with its formation, and began the lumber manufac¬ 
turing business, having his mills in Jumping Branch and Green¬ 
brier Districts, and Hinton. J. S. Kellogg, a Xew Yorker, oper¬ 
ated on Big Creek extensively for a number of years. A. J. Mil¬ 
ler and his son Cornelius, who now lives in Talcott District, op¬ 
erated on Big (.reek for a number of years, on the John Buckland 
property, fu 1904 Evans & Company, of Michigan, purchased 
the timber on the Dr. Barksdale property, near Brooks—three 
thousand acres—and have been removing the same since. Dr. 
Barksdale, about 1885. operated at Barksdale Station, near Brooks, 
extensively’ in the manufacture of lumber. The timber from the 
Schermerhorn tract was largely removed by Crosby, Bodman and 
others, a good many years ago. John M. Holland, an old citizen 
of Green Sulphur District, a native of Franklin County, Virginia, 
and an enterpiising and an honest man, whose family now reside 
in that countrv. operated a lumber business for a number cf years, 
in the Lick Creek country and also in I’ipestem, where he was 
operating at the time of his death. 

The first man to engage in the walnut timber business in the 
countv was Sam Smith, ol ( )hio. He came into the Lick Creek 
country immediately after the construction of the railroad, about 
1874, and purchased large quantities of the finest walnut timber 
in any country, w r hich he undertook to get out and ship to foreign 
markets, but managed his affairs badly, secured the people’s wal¬ 
nut timber and failed. This w-alnut timber was originally pur¬ 
chased and gotten out by Dr. Samucd Williams, for Dr. Richard 
P. Lake, the average price paid being one dollar per tree. Dr. 

Lake was at one time chief surgeon for the C. & O. Railway Co., 

• * 

and a very celebrated man in his profession. I. X. Johnson oper¬ 
ated in the timber business at one time on the head of Lick Creek, 
but did not succeed,’ as did a great many of the pioneer timber 
men. 

One of the most celebrated suits tried in the countv was con- 
cerning a lot of staves manufactured by R. H. Maxwell, on the 
lands of Joseph Thompson, in the upper Lick Creek country. 
Maxwell manufactured his staves, but Thompson refused to per¬ 
mit him to remove 1 hern out off his land, and Maxwell sued him 
for damages, recovering a judgment for $500, and instituting a 

\i • ? J 1 • o 

chancery proceeding to enforce the same, and the matters were 
litigated for ten years, the lands of Thompson being finally sold 
to satisfy Maxwell’s judgment. It was one of the most hotly cun- 
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tested cases ever litigated in the county, and is known generally 

as the Thompson-MexwelLLocker case. A large part of the land 

undertaken to be sold was claimed bv H. S. Locker, of Lexington, 

Virginia, the father-in-law of Joseph Thompson, who was the 

♦ 

son of Captain Tames Thompson, and Locker succeeded in hold¬ 
ing his property, which was known as the old Robert Gore tract 
of some eight or nine hundred acres. Maxwell was generally sue- 

o o - 

cessful, however, in the litigation. 

A. E. Miller and \Y. X. McXeer lumbered extensively at one 
time .on Lick Creek: also. J. W. Alderson and YY. B. Dean, and 
the Dean Lumber Company, which was composed of Dr. Fletcher 
Dean and William Ballard'Dean, sons of George W. Dean. 

The timber business, however, is about terminated in the ter¬ 
ritory of this county. The valuable forests have been cut and re- 

•» 

moved, and the timber industry is practically at an end within 

the territory of Summers County. 

* * 

William Tames X Son first began the floating of timber down 


Xew River, being the pioneers of the boom business, having con¬ 
structed a large dam and boom across Bluestone River near its 
mouth, also a dam-up at the mouth of Little Bluestone: another 
dam at J. W. Pack’s, at the mouth of Leatherwood. and one at 
their mills in Avis, in Upper Hinton. 

The Commonwealth Lumber Company, now operating on Grif¬ 
fith’s Creek and Keeney’s Knob, is a corporation composed of 
Pennsylvania capitalists. It has erected a bridge across Green¬ 


brier River at the mouth of the creek, and built a broad-gauge 

O 1 

railroad to the top of the Keeney's Knob, eight miles, where they 
own the old Tos. Tarrett 3,000 acres of land. Thev have built up a 
village of fifty houses near the site of the old fort. The Wm. Tames 
Sons’ Co. during the winter—the dry season—would prepare a large 
run of logs, containing mam* hundred thousands of feet; then, when 

I* o - 

the floods came, run them down to their booms, and finally to their 
mill. When the floods came there would be a great rush and demand 
for laborers to save the logs, and also to make the run. A> an 
instance, at one flood in recent years, among the laborers engaged 
in securing the logs w ere two preachers, one justice of the peace, 

one constable, one doctor and one president of a coal company. 

* 

all engaged in driving these logs, as laborers. If the boom broke, 
or it was an extraordinarily high flood, many logs would escape 

~ ft~ •• • ’ 

down the river, probably being caught in the Kanawha, or going 
on out into the Ohio. Their boom at Avis was near where the 
concrete breakwater was built in 1906, bv V illiam II. Charlton. 
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a ^ un tractor, to turn the tloods . into the rivers, and prevent the 
overflowing of the upper town. A. E. & C. L. Miller at one time 
did a considerable lumber business in the upper Lick Creek coun¬ 
try. 1 rice & Heald are also in the lumber business at Hinton, 
with offices in the Kwart-Miller Building. 

1 here has also been a large planing mill and lumber business 
done at Xew Richmond lti the last ten years. The busines 
originated by John \\\ Graham, who established and built a lar-w 

o 

manufacturing building, which still stands. The planing mill busi¬ 
ness was established by Oscar Honaker, later succeeded bv the 
1. H. Lilly Lumber Company, and now by a corporation of which 
Otho Graham is general manager; J. A. Graham. \Ym. \Y. War¬ 
ren. L. I . Graham and others, are stockholders, and James Gwinn, 
president. 

"Squire" Chas. II. Graham is still engaged in the lumber manu¬ 
facturing business in the county, at Brooks, as is his son Otho. 

a i \ 


■ f 


T>> l/'hoiO-* d - 


dial I)<t\id Graham Baiiangee, at Clavton. 


TWO MURDERS. 

I 

Page Edwards killed his wife in April, 1878. and Hugh J. Wil¬ 
burn killed George \Y. Larlev on the same daw Page Edwards 

O ~ r O 

was a negro living at the east portal of the Big Bend Tunnel. 
His wife was a bright mulatto woman of handsome appearance. 
She was standing in the cabin door, holding a child in her arms. 

O % 7 

when Edwards shot her with a shotgun tilled with buckshot. 
Strange to say. the woman was killed, but the child was unhurt. 
Edwards was jealous of his wife. He was - tried for murder in the 
Summers Circuit Court at the term following, was found guilty 
and sentenced to life ‘confinement in the penitentiary, where he 
died. He was defended by Mark larrett, a descendant of the pio¬ 
neer settler, of that name in the Muddy Creek country. He was 
an orator of wide reputation, and a graduate of Roanoke College. 
His speech was said by those who heard it to have been one of 
the finest pieces of oratory ever delivered in Summers County, 
He married Miss Lula J. Garst, of Salem, Va. He afterwards 
died in the West, and his widow married John II. Clay, of Alder- 
sou. Mark larrett left one ^on, Mark larrett, Jr., who has re- 
cently completed a course at law in the University of Virginia. 
Hugh I. \\ ilburn was a quiet, peaceable citizen residing in 

«C* »r * ^ 

Pipestem District, and a descendant of the ancient Wilburns or 
the Middle Xew River settlements. George W. Farley was a de- 
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scendant of the old Farley ancestors of Pipestem District. II 
was in the habit of visiting Wilburn's residence m his absence, of 
which Wilburn learned. Wilburn went to his house one morning, 

o 

and called Farley out, who started to run. Wilburn carried a 
double barreled shotgun, and immediately shot one load into his 
body. As he carted to fall lie tired the second shot, hut, as Farlev 
was falling, that discharge missed him. Wilburn then took out 


Ins re\ elver, walked up to Farley, shot him in the head, and killed 
him instantly. Wilburn 'made his escape, and was followed bv 
Green Lee Lilly, the deputy sheriff; but he was never captured 
and never tried, and has been a wanderer from this land from 
that date. 

GRAHAM vs. GRAHAM. 

One of the noted cases between residents within our territory 


thOt At P.r'ilvj 




• • i 


( .rolinr>i 

* uuuiii 


It was brought at November 


Rules, 1 o.’:’. in kiouioe circuit Court. 


Colonel James (jraham made his will in 1812, by w hich he made 
a devise as follows: “I give unto mv daughter. Rebekah Gra- 
ham. and her children, that plantation where ^he now lives, known 
as the *'^teven^on’s Cabin” (Stinson). Also. 1 give unto her and 
her children mv negro girl named Dinah, the land and the negro 
never to lie disposed of out of the family, nor the increase of the 
negro, if any she has.” And later nn he further provided: ’‘All 
of the before-mentioned legacies thus bequeathed to my children, 
I give unto them and their heirs forever, according to the way 
they are stated.’* Rebekah was the daughter of Tames and the 
wife of Joseph Graham. ‘'All the foregoing legacies I give to 
them and their heirs* forever, according to the wav thev are 


v - 


stated." 

The suit was for the partition of the plantation into five parts, 
and the division of the proceeds of the sale of the negroes into 
five parts. Rebekah ( Rebecca) claimed that under the pros isions 
of the will quoted, she took in fee simple absolute. On the 25th 
of May, 18'V'h the circuit court decreed a partition of the land into 
five parts—one to Rebecca and the residue to the four children, 
including the daughter of the one deceased—and bv Rebecca four- 
fifths of the price Dinah had brought, to be paid to the children, 
arising from the sale of the two negro slaves, the increase of 
Dinah, and also their hire. 

This was the suit of Rebecca Graham et a'i. vs. Lantv Graham 

w 

et al. 






7 90 


HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY. WEST VIRGINIA. 

* • 


This decree, which was rendered bv judge Xat. Hairison, was 
appealed from to the Supreme Court of Appeals of \Vest \ irginia. 


which court reversed the circuit court, and held that Rebecca Gra¬ 
ham was entitled to che whole of the real estate, and also of the 
proceeds of the funds arising from the sale of the negro slaves. 

Hon. Alien T. Caperton and Hon. Frank Hereford, of Union, 
were the attorneys for Rebecca Graham, who was the widow of 
Joseph Graham and a daughter of Colonel James Graham, and ex- 
Governor Samuel Price was the attorne\ for the defendants, the 
childien. This. was concerning lands at Clayton Postoffice. (See 
W est \ irginia Supreme Court Reports. Vol. 4, page 320.) 

A second suit growing out of the same w r ill was tried in the 


Monroe Circuit Court, the decree appealed to the Supreme Court 
of Appeals, and decided b\ it May 1, 1887. 

The will of lames Graham above referred to, as stated, gave 

* ' n 

to said Rebecca the slave Dinah, who had two children, ira and 
Stuart. At the Henth of the said James Graham, said Rebecca was 
the mother of four children, and other- were born after his death 
and before the death of Joseph, who died about 1S60. 

The court in this case held that the slave Dinah passed to 
the husband bv reason of his marital rights under the laws then 
existing, and that not only Dinah, but her increase. Ira and Stu¬ 
art, were the property of Joseph Graham, and not his wife, to 
whom they were by the will bequeathed, and after the death of 
Joseph they went to the widow and children equally. 

On the 9th of March, 1868, the said widow. Rebecca. John (ira- 
ham, James Graham, David Graham and David G. Ballengee exe¬ 
cuted an agreement bv which said Rebecca conveys to the others 
all of her estate bv reason of the last will of fames Graham, de- 
ceased, they to support her during her life, and they were to pay 
all the costs of a suit brought bv another son, Lantv, and others, 
for which she might be liable, and they agreed to go her security 
to carry said former case to the Supreme Court. 

The two negroes, increase of Dinah, were sold for $2,000. by 
Rebecca—$1,000 each—and the proceeds she invested in a debt 
against Arbuekle. which she assigned to her son, David Graham. 
Joseph Graham made no will disposing of his property in said 
slaves, and this suit was brought bv John Graham. David Graham 
and David G. Ballengee fa grandson), against said Rebecca Gra¬ 
ham and said James Graham, for the specific execution of said 
agreement, claiming that the said Dinah and Iter increase and the 

O 

proceeds of their sale invested in the Arbuekle claim w ere included. 
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in the agreement above mentioned of the 
said j.aiiic will devised to said Rebekah 


<! th of March., 1868, and 
a tract, of 28'> acres of 


land, oil which said Joseph Graham and his wife, Rebekah, then 
resided. 

The Supreme Court held that the agreement oi" March 9, 1868, 
did not embrace or include the said slaves or either of them, or 
the $2,000 proceeds of sale thereof, or the said Arimckle claim, 
and that said Joseph Graham held said tract of land by the cur¬ 
tesy during his life, and at his death Rebecca took in fee simple 
to the whole thereof, and passed under the agreement of the 9th 
of March, 18' S, to said John. David and James Graham and D. G. 
Ballengee. 

o 

The decree appealed from was rendered by the circuit court of 
Monroe Countv, Mav 23, 1873. The stvle was Tohn Graham, 
Plff., vs. James Graham, Rebecca Graham and others, Defts. 

Judge Homer A. Holt was the circuit judge rendering the de¬ 
cision appealed from, .-.nd which was reversed. 

The attorney for the appellants was Samuel Price, and for the 
appellees, Frank Hereford. 

The opinion of the court is very lengthy, covering thirty-one 
printed pages. 

The suit was begun in January, 1871. The decree was ren¬ 
dered by the circuit court 
verse to James Graham, he appealed, and the decree of the circuit 
court was reversed. 

In this suit the reputation of James T. Dempsey was attacked 
and proven bad for truth and veracity, a number of witnesses 
sweating it to be bad. A number of others swore it was good. 

o 

and that tliev would believe him on oath. 

James Graham recovered his costs from John, David and Eal- 
lengee. (See 10 \Y. Ya. Reports, page 355; 4 AY. Ya. Reports.. 


May 23. 1873. The decree being ad- 


page 320.) 


CARNES CASE. 

On October 12. 1890, a suit in chancery was instituted by Lo¬ 
gan & Patton, attornevs-at-law of Union, for K. S. Karnes, the 

** r 

descendants and heirs of Matthew Kincaid, as plaintiffs, again c t 
all of the lot-owners and others of the town of Talcott. as well as 
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, claiming each and all of the lots 
in that town, as well as the right of way of the railway company 
through the Matthew Kincaid tract of land. It seems that this 
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tract along Greenbrier River, from Hungart’s Creek, of several 
hundred acres, had been >old many years ago to Giiffith Meadows, 
now a very old man, and \\ ho was at one time a justice of the peace 
of i aicott District, and to Sarah Woodson, the wife of Zachariah 
Woodson, who lived in the log mansion at the mouth of Hun- 
gart’s Creek. fbe purchasers thought they were gettting a title 
in fee simple, but after many years it was ascertained by che 
heirs of the wife of Kincaid, who were the Karns, of Monroe and 
Mercer, that the land belonged in fee to the wife of Kincaid; that 
she did not join in the deeds of conveyance by him to Woodson 
and Meadows, and therefore thev onlv took thereunder the title 
of Kincaid, which was a life estate. His wife having died and not 
having conveyed him any of her title, he only took by the curtesv, 
which gave Meadows and Woodson a title good only so long as 
Kincaid lived. He lived to be a verv old man, and final! v died 

wf m 

a short time before this suit was instituted; and thus the heirs of 
Kincaid came imu liie remainder at his death, and employed 
the said counsel to secure the possession, the attorneys to have 
one-third of the recovery. The citizens of Taleott, led by W r . \\ . 
Jones, Fsq., and Hon. M. A. Manning, determined to defend their 
title to the uttermost. They employed Mr. Manning and Miller 
& Read, a law firm, to protect their interests. 

The land had been cut up into lots on the completion of and 
before the railway, and many conveyances had been made from 
one to another; the lots had been built on. good dwellings and 
improvements, and the thrifty little town of three hundred souls 
inhabited the property. By this suit, if the plaintiffs won, they 
would take the land, with all the improvements, and place a great 
number of honest people out of house and home, as their entire 
earthly possessions were invested in these homes. 

Mr. Manning took charge of the legal end of the fight, and a 
Committee of Safe tv was organized, consisting of W. W. [ones, 


Dr. j. W. Ford and Mr. Manning, to finance the fight. 

The case came on Februarv 9, 1900, and delavs were inter- 

* * 

posed, and amendments to the plaintiffs pleading required, T. N. 
Read having direct charge of the active legal defense, which he 
most faithfullv and intelligently conducted. Finally, after some 
two years, the court. Judge McWhorter, pronounced its opinion, 
by which the rights of the parties were defined, which was in ef¬ 
fect that the plaintiffs were entitled to an undivided one-ninth 
interest in the tract of land, and entitled to a partition, if an 

% 

equitable partition could be made, giving them their interest in 









HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


793 


unimproved land* in value, if this could be done, and giving the 
Talcott citizens their lots and improvements. It was ascertained 
that there was a part of the Woodson tract which was unimproved. 
The court appointed by its decision commissioners to make this 
partition, if it could be done; Messrs. James A. Graham, Harrison 
Gwinn, John E. Harvey, ( has. A. Baber arid Rev. Henry Dillon 
as commissioners to go on the ground and report, and this they 
did, assigning to the plaintiffs forty acres of unimproved land. 
This report was by the court confirmed. The citizens then, through 

the committee. Messrs. Tones and four others—Mr. Manning hav- 

« < » 

ing died during the pendency of this suit—raised the money and 
bought this land from the plaintiffs for $600, and had it reconveyed 
to the heirs of Mrs. Woodson, paid the costs and saved their prop- 
ertv and homes. The whole cost, including their attorney's fees, 
costs of property, and costs of suit being about $1,400, of which 


each lot-owner paid his part, or was supposed to do so. This 
final settlement was nlaced in the hands of William W. Tones, 
who closed out the matter with the most scrupulous integrity and 
with great intelligence, and to whom all of those people should 
owe a lasting gratitude. It was a fortunate ending to what locked 

O c* o 

at one time like a great disaster. Had the plaintiffs succeeded. 

they would have taken the Manning residence, the C. & O. depot. 

Dr. Ford's residence. Mr. Tones’ storehouse and residence, the 

♦ 

Baptist and Methodist churches. Masonic Lodge, and all of the 
improvements and houses of the happy people of Talcott. 

The plaintiffs, the Carnes’, realized about $800. their attorneys 
for their services receiving one-third. 

There are two white churches in Talcott—one Missionary Bap¬ 
tist and one Southern Methodist—and a Masonic Lodge. 

t 

There is one colored church in the town, and one white and 
one colored free school. 

They are a thriving, industrious and intelligent people. 

T here are four general stores, a millinerv store, two hotels, cue 
conducted by L. P. Huston, and the ‘A alley View Hotel, ’ con¬ 
ducted by John Willy, completed in 1906, a very creditable prop¬ 
erty of thirtv rooms, costing some $6,000. 


It is the C. & O. station for the Red Sulphur Springs, Green¬ 
brier Springs, and Lindeman Spring*, on Stony Creek. 

The first C. & O. depot agent ar Talcott was a Mr. Lacey, who 
after a Hw vears was transferred to Lowell, and Mr. E. P. Huston 
substituted. Mr. Huston is the oldest station agent in the county, 
and has been faithfully filling the position for the past thirty year*. 
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He was postmaster for four years under Cleveland, president of 
tlie Hoard of education, and is one of the public-spirited, oid- 
time \ irgmia gentlemen of the place. He was a brave and gal- 
lan t soldier throughout the C i \ i 1 War in the Confederate Armv. 
His son, Elbert. is a trusted telegraph operator, and owns one- 


hall ol the o’d b lias. K. Rollysmi place on the top of the Rig Hend 

funnel, one of the shafts operated in its construction being on 
this land. 

♦ 

1 he Falcott doll Fridge stands in the town of Talcott, at the 

I 

old Maddv Ferre. 


HISTORY AND CONFESSION OF W. I. MARTIN. 

Idle crime of W. I. Martin was committed immediatelv across 

•* 

New River from Hinton, at the landing on the Raleigh side of the 

f o 

Lower Ferry. I he incident relates to Summers Countv historv. 
and we give it in detail. Attc-i his trial and sentence to death, 
some time beiuie the date set tor his hanging, he made a detailed 
confession, which was written in his cell in long hand and signed 

• O t * 

by Martin in his own hand. Martin's relatives were respectable 

people. Ifis father died recently m this county. He made every 

etlort within hG power to secure commutation of the sentence. 

J. R. Armstrong, one of the officers who went to Fig Stone Gap 

and returned the prisoner to Raleigh County, was at that time the 

sergeant of the town of Hinton, and was afterwards shot to death 
« * 

bv Frown Pack. 

•* 

W . I. Martin murdered his wife in Frooklvm Raleigh Countv. 
West \ irgittia. in < letober. 1SS7. and wa-> arrested at Fig Stone 
Gap. W ise Countv. Virginia, bv Detective W. f. McMahan, and 
held by him until R. W. Lilly, who held a requisition from Go\ - 

ernor E. W. Wilson, of this State, could reach him. Mr. l illv. 

* 

assisted bv 1. R. Armstrong, delivered Martin over to the authori- 

• * I 

ties of Raleigh Countv, on Mondav. the 19th dav of Tarmarv, IS'm). 
He was tried at the Tulv term. 1S ( X). before fudge R. C. Me- 

* r * O 

Claugltertv, and sentenced to be hanged October 3, 18 ( Xb While 

* w * 

he confessed doing the killing before his trial, lio authentic state- 
ment of the foul and brutal murder has ever been given the pub¬ 
lic but the statement given below , written bv Martin himself. 


The Confession. 

“I shall now give a short sketch of mv life. I was horn m 


Fiovd Countv. Virginia. 


m 


1S5S. I was raided in the heantim 
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and picturesque Allegheny Mountains. I lived there until I was 
twenty-five years old, and moved to West Virginia in 1883. In 
18S4 I moved to Hinton, Summers County. In 1886 I married 
Ann Brown. Owing to my illiteracy, I will not give a history of 
my early life. I will commence from the time 1 came to this 
State, and give cnlv a sketch of mv trouble alter 1 was married. 

V. ^ «r 

I had always been a hard-working, sober, peaceful and quiet man 
until I came to the realization of the fact that I had married a vile 
woman. Being the husband of a woman of this character caused 
me a great deal of trouble. I considered it the downfall of myself 
and children. The fact that I had married a woman of that char¬ 
acter caused me much trouble, and finally I took to drinking, 
thinking to drown my mortification and shame; but it did not suc¬ 
ceed. It led to much trouble. Mv wife was not true to me, and 
besides, she was very high-tempered and abusive to me. In spite 
of all I could do she became worse to me and harder to nlease. 


, r,- \ 


O ' •" 1 * ■> "< - * 1 . • -• '1 

cuu uuuii^ uein ecu Uiuei iuvn auu 


Finally, she got to dividing 

m' 7 O 

mvself. In the fall some men came to mv house on account of 
her. and abused me, and tried to get me to do or to say 


something 

to give them a chance to shoot me. She had frequently taken rides 
with those men, and afterwards thev said she was the cause of it. 
and they had nothing against me. After this I saw it was danger¬ 
ous to live with her. and we parted, she going to Fayette County 
at mv expense. After she had been there two or three months 
she wrote me to bring or send her some money, and I sent her 

o J 

monev two or three different times, and also went to see her. 
She soon got tired of that place, and wrote to me to send her some 
monev <o she could come back to Hinton. She said she could not 
nor would not live without me any longer, and if I did not send 
her money, she would come if she had to walk. I sent her money, 
and she came back and lived with me two or three weeks, and 
left. Her excuse for it was that she would not live with my peo¬ 
ple, or where they lived. She then came across the river opposite 
Hinton, in Raleigh County, and rented one room in a house that 
Bud Gallowav lived in. After she had rented this room she wrote 

w 

to me to come and bring her things. After I had received her let¬ 


ter I went to see her. I asked her what she was going to do, and 
how she was going to get along. She said she did not know, un¬ 
less I helped her, or would come and live with her. I told her 1 
thought she was giving me poor encouragement to do anything, 
but that she knew I would do anything I possibly could for her, 
and alwavs had, if she would only do right. The way she talked, 
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I thought she was about whipped out running around, and the 
promises she made me led me to believe that she was going to do 

o o 

better. After wc had concluded to live together everything' moved 

O y o 

along smoothly until two or three days previous to that unfortu¬ 
nate trouble. A man came to the door and knocked one night 

o 

two or three days before the trouble. When he knocked I was 
silting and she was standing before the fire. When he knocked 
she darted to the door and opened it a very little and looked out. 
The man at the door gave it a violent shove; it staggered my wife 
back, but ^he held to it. When he had thus pushed the door open, 
he asked her where her eldest boy was; she told him he was at 
the watch-house, and he walked away. The boy he had inquired 
for had just set him across the river. I knew there was something 
wrong b 

After that there was a considerable change in her treatment to me. 
The next day she took my revolver and hid it. When I missed it, 
I asked for it, and her answer was, ‘You have got to quit ca ryhig 


v -V his actions. The only thing I said was, ‘Who is that?’ 


revol 


vPrc 


4 -Y 


n 

* X V A v? 


he would not give it to me. 


‘‘She had never done anything of this kind before. 1 had car- 
ried a revolver almost constantly since we had the trouble in the 
spring. The day my wife was killed I went up on the mountain 


to work, and, as well as I remember, I started home about three 
o’clock. I came bv mv sister's, and she told me she had heard 

•» w 

that there was some fellow's coming to mv house to run me off. 

o 

At the time she w r a" telling me I thought verv little of it, and onlv 

O Or * 

said, ‘Let them come/ I went on down to Hinton and got to drink¬ 
ing a little. I commenced to think of those things my sister hail 
told me, and I thought I might meet with some danger at anv 

7 O O ~ 

time. I went to Mr. Burke Prince's store and bought me a re- 
volver. I thought if anv* one came to mv house I would not run, 
for I had done nothing to run for. I knew there was a change in 

O 1 

my wife, and if any trouble come up she would be the cause of it. 
and for this reason she had been too intimate with other men. 
When I went home 1 had no idea of shooting her, although 1 was 

O 7 ** 

greatly aggravated over the trouble she had caused me after the 

O J C ij 

promise she had made. While in Hinton I bought some goods 
and a pint of whiskey. It was about sundown when I reached 
home, and I was about half drunk. I also bought a pair of shoes 
for myself. After the family had ate their supper my wife came 
into the room and began to grumble about me not getting her a 
pair of shoes. I told her that I did not know that she wanted a 
pair, but if T had known it I would have gotten them for her. As 
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soon as supper was over her oldest boy walked off. I did not 
say an\ thing in regard to what I had heard about the parties com¬ 
ing there to run rue off. but I walked out of the house to look 
after the boy. 1 stood in the yard a few minutes, but did not see 
anv one, but I heard talking down at the terrv. I went back into 
the house after drinking at least one half pint of whisker. 1 sat 
down, and she commenced to quarrel about the slu.es. 1 sat there 
and listened at her and also listened for some one to slip in and 
commence shooting at me at anv minute. 1 thought site had given 

mv revolver to some one to shoot me with. I did not sav much 

- 

to her. .anyway. I was standing before the fire and so was she 
when she said, ‘If you can't get what I want, there is a man that 
can, and lie shall do it, too/ When she said this 1 thought of my 
condition. T had broken myself up trying to please her, and all the 
time I was expecting to be shot at any minute on account of her. 
I don’t know what kind of a condition I did get into. I flew into 




a mad ft and taking mv revolver from mv Docket. I fired at her. 
I was standing in about six feet of her when I shot. When f shot 
she went towards the room Mr. Gallowav staved in, and I went 

« m 

out of the back door. It was all done in a dash. I did not know 

whether the shot struck 'her or not or how bad she was hurt, or 

anything about it. until the next day. I came back to the house in 

the course of the night, and when I stepped in the door 1 realized 

I did not want to see my wife, and I walked off about fifty yards 

from the house and stopped. I heard at lea>t a half a dozen men 

talking just a few steps from the house, and I was afraid to go 

back to the house anv more. 

•» 

“The next morning about nine o’clock I went to mv sister’s, and 
she met me in the yard and told me that there had been some men 
there looking for me. and thev had said I had killed mv wife and 


left. I was greatly surprised to hear that she was dead. W hen 
sTe told me of it, if I had had a million dollars I would have given 
it if 1 could have recalled that fatal shot. I knew it would not do 
for me to stay there. I left the country. I was in Virginia and 
Tennessee until arrested. 

“In conclusion. I want to say that I hope my sad fate will be 
a warning to all that wish to live a happy life, to beware of bad 
women and whiskev. I want to thank the iailer, Mr. Hawlev and 
the guards, Frank Godbv and Yd in. E. George, for the kindness 
they have shown me while in jail. 


u 


(Signed): W. I. MARTIN. 
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Mai tin was piosecuted by Hon. A. P. Farley, prosecuting - at¬ 
torney of Raleigh County, and Gen. J. W St. Clair, of Fayettc- 
M*lle, and defended by Hon. \\ illiam R. Thompson, of Summers. 
Judge R. C. McClaughcrty was the trial judge. At his execution. 

which was public, there were five or six thousand people to witnes 
it from the county and adjoining counties. 


XX 


A. P. Far lev, who prosecuted Martin, is a native of Summers 
Countv, born 1 ebruary 2 . 1861, in Pipestem, then Mercer County; 


Xor- 


educated in the public schools, and graduated from Concord 
mal School in 1881. He. taught school in Summers, Raleigh and 
Greenbrier. Was first elected prosecuting attorney of Raleigh 
County in 1888, and again in 1896, and filled that important position 

for two terms of four years each. He is one of the ablest lawyers 

at the Raleigh Par. On October 16, 1889, he married Miss Alice 

Atkinson, daughter of the railroad builder of the Greenbrier White 

Sulphur Springs. He is the son of Mr. Henderson Farley who a 

• / 

few years ago removed from this county to the West. He has two 
brothers in Missouri, Albert C. and \\ . L., both teachers, and is 
one of the descendants of the family of Farleys who first settled 
the Pipestem country and were Indian fighters in the earlv davs. 


JONATHAN F. LILLY CASE. 


Jo 


J 


He was about 


thirty years of age and married a daughter of “'Miller” Bob Lilly. 

* «* O' O «■ 

and was the father of seven young children. At the time of which 
we write he was teaching one of the public schools in his neigh¬ 
borhood, was a farmer and teacher by occupation, and had served 

% 

one term as superintendent of free schools of this county. 

His brother-in-law, Thomas S. Meador, lived in the neighbor¬ 
hood, and had become jealous of Lilly. On the ISth day of Oc¬ 
tober, 1893, he loaded his shotgun, went into the upper story of 

his house and took his position to keep an outlook through a crack 
under the eaves. In the evenincr Mr. Lilly came by from his school, 

* J 

and, on coining up the path, directly into Meador’s house, Meador 
fired his gun from his hiding-place, killing Lilly instantly. 

Meador came to the prosecuting attorney's office in Hinton, 
stating that he desired to surrender himself, and telling what he 
had done. He was placed in jail and an indictment was preferred 
at the following term of court, and on the fourth day of May, 1894, 
his case came on for trial, Hon. A. X. Campbell presiding as judge. 
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He was prosecuted by Adams & Miller, prosecutors, assisted by 
Col. James \\ . Davis, who was emploj-ed by Mr. D. G. J .illy, a 
brother-in-law of the deceased. The trial lasted three whole days. 
A view of the premises where the killing occurred was demanded, 
which was a distance of twelve miles from the court house. The 
judge, jury, sheiiff, clerk, attorneys and prisoner were all conveyed, 
going in hacks, buggies and on horseback to the scene of the 
tragedy on the mountains beyond Little Blue>ione. After viewing 
the premises the trial was completed, and the accused acquitted. 
This was one of the most interesting and hard-fought legal matters 
that even took place in the courts. Thomas Meador, the accused, 
still resides in the county with his family, near the mouth of Little 
Bluestone, and is one of the descendants of Josiah Meador, the 
first known of that numerous family of that name in the county, 
his wife, as well as the deceased, being descendants of Robert 
Lilly, the founder of the great family of that name in these parts. 

The jury which tried and acquitted Meador were* Grange 
stine, \Y. R. Boyd. Daniel Gwinn, O. P. Jameson. R. T. Grady, 
Allen F. Brown, M. X. Breen, \Y. E. Carden, \Y. R. Taylor, S. \V. 
Owen, J. II. Allen and R. M. Martin. 


KILLING OF T. P. WITHROW. 


Theodore P. W ithrow was a constable of Green Sulphur Dis¬ 
trict elected in 1904, and a very good and efficient officer. On the 

C 1 

26th day of August, 1907, Frank Clark, a son of Alex. H. 

Clark and a grandson of George \Y. Dean, who was a braktman on 

the C. & O. Railway, was at Sandstone to see a woman bv the 

* 7 

name of Ward, and was drinking. He was tvventv-two years of 

* * * * 

age. He was not behaving very well, and some of the citizens 
requested the constable, W ithrow, to stop the misbehavior. With¬ 
row got off his wagon, went to where Clark was and requested 
him in a vigorous manner to stop his misconduct and go away, 
taking hold of him. Clark at once retreated and pulled out a pistol 
and began firing into the bodv of the officer, shooting him five 


times. He died the next day from the wounds. Clark was arrested 
and lodged in jail at Hinton and sent on to answer an indictment 
murder. Pie denied that he did the killing at first. At the 
October Term. 1907, he was indicted fos* murder. He was defended 
by Messrs. T. G. Mann, \Y. H. Sawyers and J. A. Meadows, and 


for 


prw:*ecui.ed by T. X. Read 


and 


O 

LV. 


F. Dunlap. His father and 


mother both died when he was an infant. He was a bad bov, 
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v. ith a kind heait, and had served a term in the reform school at 
Pruntytown. Withrow had also served a term in the reform school 
at Pruntytown. Both were grown men, raised up in the same 


neighborhood. Clark was twenty-two 


years old. a slim, pale 


youth with red hail. The first trial came on the 16th day of Oc¬ 
tober. 1907. The regular judge of the court, having been guardian 
for the boy, declined to sit at the hearing of the case, and A. R. 
Heflin, u practicing attorney at the bar of the countv, was agreed 
upon to sit as special judge. On the 16th Clark made his plea in 

person of '‘not guilt}-. The following were the jurors who tried 
the case: 

1. C. C. Coultei ; 2. Albert H. Mann; 3. J. A. Bostic; 4 A. f. 

Williams; 5. II. W. Flanagan; 6. J. A. Allen; 7. A. E. Welder; 8. 

J. P. Keaton; 9. A. J. Martin; 10. Iaylor Reed; 11. Francis Buck- 
land; 12. C. D. Albert. 

The evidence was concluded on the evening of 18th. The 
instructions offered on the part of the defendant V u-ic \ erv volu¬ 
minous, numbering thirty-five, all of which were not given, how¬ 
ever. The arguments of counsel began at seven o’clock p. m.. 
R. F. Dunlap opening for the State, and was followed bv Messrs. 
Mann, Sawyers and Meadows for the defendant. The State’s 
ease was closed by T. X. Read at twelve o’clock on the 20th. The 
jury was out five hours, failed to agree, and were discharged. A 
second trial of the case was set for the fanuarv Term. 1908. 

» w 

Alex. H. Clark, the father of this young man. was a native of 
Augusta Countv. Virginia, and one of the descendants of Patrick 

O mf * 

Miller. He married a Miss Dean, daughter of George W. Dean, 
of Lick Creek. At the opening of the Oklahoma Territory for 
settlement, fourteen vears ago. he went to that countrv, took the 

4 

typhoid fever and died. His wife died some two vears afterward, 
leaving Frank Clark, the defendant in the above named trial, and 
Lena, a sister vounger than Frank. This is one of the most mi- 

7 • o 

fortunate homicides ever occurring in the county. The people 
connected with both sides were good people. Frank Clark is a 
youth, and, while his crime is grave, there is a disposition to be¬ 
lieve, on the part of many, that there was no malice in the killing. 
He had not seen Withrow for nine years. 

This case came on again to be tried at the fanuarv d erm. 1908. 
before A. R. Heflin, as special judge, elected by the bar to try it. 
The same attorneys were retained as those who tried the case at 
a former term, except the defendant associated additional counsel 
in the person of Hon. Charles W. Osenton, a learned lawyer of 
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Fayetteville, who took charge of the ease as counsel in chief. The 
case was on trial for three days, and the jury'finally returned its 
verdict about one o’clock, having been out nearly two hours, bring* 
mg in a verdict of “We, the jury, find the defendant not guilty of 
minder in the first degree, as charged in the within indictment, but 
we do find him guiltv of murder in the second degree, as therein 

•. ^ o 

charged.” A motion to set aside the verdict and grant a new 
trial was strenuously pressed by the prisoner’s counsel, but was 
overruled, and a sentence of twelve years' confinement in the peni¬ 
tentiary imposed. The maximum punishment which could have 
been imposed was eighteen years. It clearly developed in the trial 
that it was not a case of cold-blooded, premeditated, malicous mur¬ 
der, but grew out of an altercation at the time, and while the 
court construed it to be a technical homicide of the second degree, 
it was conceded that elements of previous premeditation were ab¬ 
sent. and public sentiment had changed much in regard to the 
character of ihe offense. Many exceptions were taken to the 
rulings of the court, and the accused determined to appeal to the 
Supreme Court and have the lower court proceedings reviewed, 
and at this time counsel are preparing hills of exceptions, with, a 
view to an appeal. 


CALES vs. MILLER. 


On the 29th dav of Februarv, 1848, Tohn AIi 11 or. son of Robert. 

• ♦ * 

and [oel McPherson brought a complaint before a justice of the 
peace of Greenbrier County against James Odes, that he had un¬ 
lawfully ousted therti from out of possession of a certain cabin 
tenement containing fortv acres, on the end of Chestnut Mountain, 
part of a tract of 1.100 acres. The trial came on March IS. 1848. 
but was continued to June, 1S4 () . The plaintiff introduced a deed 
from Jacob Maddv to Tohn Miller made in 1846, $40.00. which was 

the consideration for one-half of said 1.100 acres, which was on 
Xew River and its waters on Chestnut Mountain. A decree was 
accepted in evidence of Richard Thomas and Jacob Maddy against 
Samuel Pack, made in 1842, and under this decree Jacob Maddy 
and Toel McPherson were adjudged the owners, the decree being 
against Samuel Pack for the purchase money. The patent to the 
land was also introduced, showing a grant to Davis Martin for 
this land, bearing date March la. 1/98, who was a resident oi 'A il- 

4 

min "ton. Delaware, and he had made deed to John Martin. < 1 i 
« ^ 

Philadelphia, conveying the 1.100 acre tract. A patent was also 
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introduced from the commonwealth to Miller and McPherson for 
the 1,100 a>_res, dated Lebruary 29, 18IS. it was also charged that 
the old Long Bottom on New River, just above the falls, had been 
in the possession since 1831 of V\ illiam Bragg, who settled thereon, 
and he had made a title bond to said lacob Maddv, Daniel Bragg 

w ~ K. > O 

then living on the mountain back of the river. Joseph W illard 

also claimed the Old Bottom settlements bv deed from Martin. 

•* 

Jacob Maddv had sold to Richard Thomas, and Thomas to Samuel 
box. who failed to pay for some. It was also shown that in 1815 
Jeremiah Meadows took possession of the land as tenant of Joseph 
Wiliiard under the Martin patent. Meadows, in 1821, placed Dan¬ 
iel Bragg in possession of 1,100 acres for Wiliiard, and he turned 
the same over to T homas Bragg, who held possession until 1847. 
The tract was entered for taxes in 1816 by Joseph Wiliiard. Judg¬ 
ment was rendered in favor of the plaintiff, and the defendant 
appealed to the circuit court, which affirmed the justice of the 
peace and countv court, nml then the defendant appealed to the 
hinreme C°vrt cf AppeaD of Virginia. 1 he final judgment was 
entered in July, 1851. Reynolds represented Cales : William Smith 
and Samuel Price represented [McPherson and Miller. By the final 

plaintiffs won, and the lower court's judgment was 
affirmed. The Old Bottom and a part of the mountain is now 
owned bv P Turner Moorthead, of North Carolina, which includes 


decree the 


the eastern side of Richmond Falls, the water pow'er of which is 
to be used for generating electricity by a powerful plant to be 
erected at that place in the near future.* The settlement of Abra¬ 
ham Bragg on Loner Bottom is the first we have a record of in that 




vicinity. These lands arc now' owned by many different people, 
and cut up into many farms. It was a finely timbered tract, but 
that has been cut off lone: age*. Tolni Miller was a bachelor, en- 
terprising in his day. and he and his brother Alex, owned large 
boundaries of land in that-region. After their death, both being 
bachelors, these lands were parceled nut and sold in small farms, 
principallv bv Hon. Marion Aw inn as commissioner of the Circuit 
Court of Greenbrier County. James Cales lived to a very old age- 
on the Chestnut Mountain, and his descendants still inhabit that 
region, including Rilev. John. William IT. and others. Jacob Maddv 

O o - • - 

is of a Monroe Countv famiiv, and the descendants of Abraham 
and Daniel Bragg still live and inhabit that section, both in Ra¬ 
leigh and Summers Counties. 

» » 

See 15 Grattan for a full report of the case above recited. 
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ALDERSON vs. MILLER. 

Ibis was an interesting case brought in Greenbrier Countv bv 

people residing in the territory of Summers, and the controversy, 

which was unlaw till detainer was over 100 acres of land on the 

mountains of Lick Creek. The plaintiff was Captain A. A. Miller 

vs. Asa Alderson, brought in the circuit court of said county for 

the possession of the 100 acres where Alderson then lived and 

afterwards known as the Dunbar and then as the Rookstool lands. 

At the trial Alderson received a verdict in his favor in the county 

♦ 

court. Miller obtained a supersedeas to the judgment of the circuit 
court and a judgment in his favor; Alderson appealed to the Su¬ 
preme Court of Appeals of Virginia, and the case was decided 
again in Alderson’s favor in that court on the 31st dav of August. 

o * c 

1859. What was known as the Schermerhorn Title Banks Patent 
came in auestion. that title involving 28.000 acres of land in then 

o 

Blue Sulphur District, now Green Sulphur. Miller leased the land 
to Alderson on the 1st of March, 1858, who declined to give pos¬ 
session when his lease expired, and 'Miller sued. Alderson set up 
in the defense a decree of the Circuit Court of Henrico County, 
Virginia, of April 21. 1852, in two causes there pending of Richard 
B. Smith and David Dovle. plaintiffs, vs. Eliza L Schermerhorn 
and others, defendants. The other case named George Alderson. 
John Alderson. William Miller and others, plaintiffs, vs. Richard 
Smith, David Doyle and others, defendants. By the decree in this 
ease the sheriff of Greenbrier was commanded to deliver into the 
possession of Eliza L. Schermerhorn all the lands in the possession 
of George Alderson and the Andersons or others through them 
held since Mav 23. 1837. and the defendant. Asa Alderson s, claim 
to a title deed executed in 182V The Supreme Court sustained 
Alderson *s contention, reversed the circuit court and affirmed the 
judgment of the county court. Samuel Price represented Aider- 
son ; Borden Sc Crosby represented Miller. This land was held by 
Alderson until he sold to Dunbar and moved to Greenbrier, where 
his son, Samson Alderson. now resides His grandson is Hon. 
Charles M. Alderson. the lawyer of Charleston. Granville Aider- 
son, the school man of Alderson, V est \ hginia, is also a son ot 

Samson. See 15 Grattan, 278. 
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THE McKELVEY CASE. 

v' was a locomotive engineer on tlie C. St 
O. Railway for a number ot years prior lo August 31, 1888. He 
married a io. dy of Patterson, N. J. 

On the 31st day of April. 1888, while running his engine east 
from Montgomery towards Hinton, at Sewell Station, having 
stopped to take on water at that, place from the tank, and just 
having tilled the same, the engine exploded, causing the instant 
death of McKelvev, and almost killing L. N. Bartgiss, his fireman. 

^ O O 7 

McKelvev’s body was thrown higher than the trees, and part of 
his remains were left hanging in the trees by the river bank, the 
river at that place being very deep. 

McKelvey qualified as administratrix, and the railroad 


Mrs. 


company refused to make settlement or pay anvthing bv reason 
of the death oi her husband. The firm of Adams & Miller, of 
Hinton, were 
instituted in th 


eirmloveH to brin 


* i 


; suit for damages, which was 
1888. in the Circuit Court of Fayette County, 
\\ est \ irginia. T he railroad company was defended bv Simms 
& Enslow, attorneys, of Huntington. West Virginia. Major Brazic 
sat as special judge at the trial. At the first calling of the case on 
the evening before, both sides were ready for trial, and so stated. 

A m 

having all their witnesses present. At that time the railroad com¬ 
pany was represented by Judge Tames H. Furgeson. who 'lied 


before the trial, and was succeeded by Messrs, Simms & Enslow. 
a> counsel for the railroad company. There was an important 
witness in behalf of the estate by the name of LeGrangc, who \va? 
a boiler maker, employed in the shops at Hinton. When the case 
was called. Judge Furgeson announced that they were not read} - 
for trial on account of*the absence of LaOrange, who had been 

o 

there the evening before. Upon a search being made, it was ascer¬ 
tained that LaOrange had disappeared. A suspension of the trial 

was had and a messenger sent to Hinton, but no LaOrange could 

« ' 7 « ^ 

be found. His absence necessitated a continuance. LaOrange 
never returned to Hinton, but had cut across the country, boarded 
a freight train at Oavmont and gone west. After several month- 

o - * 

he was located in the employment of the East Tennessee & Oeorgia 
Railroad Company, at Atlanta. Oa. Notice was given the railway 
company to take his deposition, and Tames H. Miller, representing 
the plaintiff, and Henry Simms, representing the railway com¬ 
pany, went to that city and secured the deposition of LaOrange, 
how oyer, before the attorneys reached Atlanta, a representative 
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of the railway company appeared on the ground and in coinpanv 
with the witness. After securing the evidence of LaGrange, an- 

O “ T 

oilier witness, in the meantime, had disappeared, and this man 
was located at Nashville, Tenn. \V. W. Adams for the plaintiff, 
and Major Joseph F. Chilton, for the defendant, went to Nashville 
and secured his testimonv. Great interest was manifested in this 


case. 


Four expert boiler makers were brought by the 


railroad 


company from Schenectady, N. Y., and a number of practical loco¬ 
motive engineers were summoned on behalf of the widow. 

A trial was finally had. and the jury gave judgment for the 
plaintiff in the sum of 810,000.00. From thG judgment an appeal 
was taken to the Supreme Court, and was reversed by reason of 
wrongful instructions having been given bv the trial judge, and a 

^ O O JO 

new trial was awarded. Before the next calling of the case the rail¬ 
road company adjusted the differences, and the action was dis- 

mGsed 


r*i_ • _ 
I ilb> 


van dl li CIV LV.V.1 t:iCcU elite IlllOll UN ICct^Uil u 


f Luc character 

of the accident which caused the death of McKelvey. LaGrange 
had worked on the engine at frequent times, as well as other boiler 
makers, and he testified that there was fiftv stav bolts broken. 
These bolts were to hold together the fire box and outside valves. 
He also testified that the boiler had a quantity of mud in it, which 
should have been taken out: the crown sheet had been down and 

9 

had been burnt: the side sheets had given away two or three 
times, and the bolts were not sufficient, they being three-fourth 
inch bolts, when thev should have been seven-eighths. These de- 
tects had been reported by McKelvev, and also by LaGrange to 
the foreman, a gentleman bv the name of Butler. 

McKelvev had stated on frequent occasions that the engine 
was dangerous, and that he didn't want to run it. The fire box 

o * 

seemed to have broken all to pieces by the explosion, and was sunk 
into the bottom of the river. It was claimed that the railway coin¬ 
panv, after the first trial, had a diver to go into the bottom of 
New River and find the fire box and examine it, but finding that it 
showed the defects complained of. they refused to bring it to the 
surface, and made settlement. 

The defence of the railway company was that contributory 
negligence applied, claiming that McKelvev knew ot the dangerous 
condition of the boiler, and should not have run the engine, know¬ 
ing this fact. Plaintiff contended that he had a right to presume 
that the company would 
notified. 


r 
A v 


pair these detects after having been 
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THE STATE vs. ROBERT PAULE 


\r 

X 


iiie defendant and \\ . Harrison Robbins were two young men 
residing at 1'ence Springs, in Talcott District, both of whom were 
poor and labored for their living, Panlev being engaged in ferrying 

< - v. ' C 1 t" » O 

persons across < ireenbrier River at his father's ferry, his father. 
Felt Pauley, owning the ferry at that place. 

It was Christmas time. The young men had been indulging in 
strong drink and were under its influence. Robbins’ brother and 
Pauley had some words, and threats were made. Pauley went to 
his house and secured his shotgun and returned to Kesler’s store, 
where the Robbins had remained. They again got into words, and 
it is claimed a knife was used, and that Pauley had cut Cal Rob¬ 
bins, brother of Harrison, and, from the evidence Robbins followed 
Pauley down the road towards the river, Robbins had no weapons. 
An altercation ensued, and Paulev shot "Robbins through the bodv, 
the load passing through the thigh of tlu. deceased, cutting a large 
hole, by reason of the parties being in close proximity, the wound 
being one and one-half inches in diameter, made at short range. 

O ' c!* 

Testified to as a dangerous and deadlv wound. Immediate!v after 

» J ^ r 

the shooting Paulev ran swiftlv towards the river in the dark, and 

the next day was standing around at the depot. 

The State was given one hour and the defense one and one- 

» 1 

fourth hours for argument. Dunlap used thirty-one minutes; Hef¬ 
lin, forty-five minutes; Mann, thirty minutes, and Read, twenty- 
nine minutes. 

This occurred on December 26, 1906, at Pence Springs depot. 
Robbins died within nine da\s, and Paulev was arrested and held 
in jail. At the January.Term, 1907, on the 8th, he was indicted 
by the grand jury, and entered a plea of not guilty, and the case 
was set for trial on the 10th, at which time the case came on to 
trial. The jury was composed of Charles M. West, C. A. Rich¬ 
ardson. Millard F. Withrow, Alfred W. Lilly, S. G. Huffman, J. T. 
Law, S. J. Michell, H. 1. Thompson, W. W. Martin, J. A. Ball. 
E. C. Grummell and E. F. Thompson. 

Judge Heflin and Colonel Mann ablv represented the accused. 


and Messrs. Dunlap, the prosecuting attorney, and Read, his assist¬ 
ant, prosecuted with ability for the State. Miss Mary Miller acted 
as stenographer. The plea of self-defense was interposed by the 
defense, it being claimed bv him chat the shooting was done bv 
him in self-defense, and that it was necessary to save his life or to 
protect his body from great bodily harm. As is usual, all the 
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witnesses did not see all the transactions at the scene of the conflict 
alike, and there was a conflict in the testimony. 


The taking of 


evidence occupied a day. 1 he case was argued by each of the coun¬ 
sel engaged in the trial, time being allowed to a sidp. The jury re¬ 
turned with a verdict of guilty of voluntary manslaughter. 

Robbins was a son of “Puli’ Robbins, who was sentenced to 
serve seventeen years in the penitentiary for causing the death of 


his daughter after being guilty -of incest, and died 
years ago. 


some ten 


A motion was made to set aside the verdict of the jury and 


grant the accused a trial 


on the grounds that the verdict was 


contrary to the new law and the evidence, which the court took 
time to consider, and on the 15th this motion w r as argued and 
overruled by the court, d hen the prisoner was sentenced to con¬ 
finement in the penitentiary at hard labor for the period of five 

years. 


THE C.ASE OF ELBERT MED LIN. 

Elbert Medlin is a young colored man born in the county. His 
mother is a white woman of low' and degraded instincts. His 
father was a light mulatto. They claimed to have been married 
several years ago in Ohio, and have resided for a number of years 
on the banks of Xew River opposite Hinton. 

At the February Term. 1003, of the Circuit Court of Summers 
County he was convicted and sent to the penitentiary of the State 
for two years. He served the term and returned to Hinton, and 
at the June Term, 1905, of the same court he was again convicted, 
sentenced and strived a term of one year in the same prison. Again 
at the October Term. 1006, he was again indicted for maliciously 

o 

shooting Charles Smith through the lungs, and Mary Smith, his 

O O O m 

wife, in the leg. both light mulattoes and of unsavory reputation. 

The trial came on to be heard at the March Term, 1907. The 

accused plead not guilty, and a jury was impanelled to try him. 
The attorneys representing, the State w r ere R. F. Dunlay, prose¬ 
cuting attorney, and T. X. Read, his assistant. The attorneys for 
Medlin were Messrs. T. G. Mann and E. C. Eagle. 

o 

It develoDcd that they lived as neighbors near the west end of 

A m O 

the new steel bridge; that Mediin was iealous of Smith. Medlin's 
wife having separated from him; that on the 6th day of October. 
1006, Medlin dressed in his wife’s clothes, went out into the public 
road, and called Smith to him, it being quite dark. Just a.- he 
came down, Marv Smith came over the bridge, and Medlin shot 
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Smith through the body, the ball passing through his lungs; then 
he turned on Mary and shot her in the leg. They both thought he 
was a woman who did the shooting, and Mary was indicted also 
tor the offense. 1 he trial came on on the 26th dav of ’March, 1907, 
before a jury, and a verdict of guilty was returned at ten o'clock 
that night, A motion was made for a new trial, affidavits were 
filed, and on the 30th day of March the verdict was set aside by 
the court by reason of the contents of the affidavits, which went 
to show that some other party had done the shooting. 

The penalty for an 'offense of this character on a third convic¬ 
tion is confinement in the penitentiary for life. This being the 
third conviction of Medlin, it meant a lifetime imprisonment. The 
court rendered its decision granting him a new trial, having in 
mind some doubt from said affidavits as to the guilt of the accused 
in this instance. He has never been re-tried for this offense, but 
after the new trial had been granted in the latter case he robbed 
a man while confined -in jail, Carl Shumate, who was then confined 
tor drunkenness in the same cell with Medlin, and broke jail and 
made his escape by throwing a bowl of bean soup in the jailor’s 
face, blinding him. then knocked him down and broke through the 

- o 

door. Later he was captured, returned to jail, and at the October 
Term, 1907. again indicted for the robbery of Shumate, tried bv 
a jury, and again convicted. A motion was made for a new trial, 

which was overruled. This was his fouth conviction of a felony. 

► 

The‘motion to set aside the verdict and a judgment of confinement 
in the penitentiary for life entered, and which he is now serving. 
His brother, Brad Medlin, is also serving a cumulative sentence of 
twenty-three years in the same penitentiary. 


BLAINE KINLEY CASE. 

Blaine Kinley is a young negro, very black, reared at the mouth 
of Bluestone River, a son of Greely Kinley, about twenty-one 
vears of age. He killed Edward Pack, another negro, about twcn- 
tv-five vears old, married and the father of one child, in Avis, in 
the night in 1906, between nine and ten o’clock. 

*7 

Pack was a laborer, and worked at the round-house in Hinton, 
working at night. Kinlev was also a labore r, living with his father, 
unmarried, without a steady occupation. He was in the habit of 
visiting at Pack’s home in Pack’s absence. On the night referred 
to, 1906. Pack went to his work as usual, but. becoming unwell, 
returned to his residence about nine o’clock. No lights were t<v 
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be seen inside. He knocked, but his wife was slow about opening 
the door, and he pushed it open, entered in the dark, placed his 
hand on some man; could tell it was a man by his clothing, when 
this man shot him with a 32 Smith & Wesson revolver. The 
ball passed through Tack’s body through the stomach. The as¬ 
sassin ran out and up the street in the dark, followed bv Pack, 
who ran across the street and fell. Kinley ran up the street to his 
father s house, secured his friend, a colored man by the name of 
Merchant, went to the river, secured a boat, crossed New River 
and went up New River to Pack's Ferry, to his brother’s liou^e, 
when he hid his pistol under the pillow and waited for daylight, 
his shoes and clothing being covered with mud. 

About daylight. W. F. Bush, the policeman in Avis, with a 
Mr. Weis as guard, came to the house and arrested him. He con¬ 
fessed to them that he had shot Pack, The officers found Kinley 
by following his tracks up the river, as it had rained and the road 
was muddy. Kinley was brought back to Hinton, a preliminary 
examination was had before Squire C. L. Parker, justice of the 
peace, and sent on to await the action of the grand jury at the 
June Term of the Circuit Court, when he was indicted for murder 
and his trial :>et for June 14. 1906. Pack, after he fell on the side¬ 
walk, was removed to Bigony's hispital. and died from the wound 
on the morning following, after having made a dving statement 
to be used on the trial of Blaine Kinley. 

At the trial the prosecuting attorney, R. F. Dunlap, and assist¬ 
ant, T. X. Read, represented the Stace, and A. R. Heflin represented 
the defendant. Judge Miller presiding. The trial was concluded 
about midnight, an hour and a half being occupied in the argu- 

O 1 * • ’ 

ments on each side. The jury, after being out only four minutes, 
returned a verdict. “\Ve, the jury, find the defendant, Blaine Kin¬ 
ley. not guilty of murder in the first degree, as charged in the 
indictment, but we do find him guilty of murder in the second 
degree, as therein charged.” 

A formal motion was interposed by Judge Heflin for a new 
trial and in arrest of judgment, and the court adjourned. On the 
next morning, on the convening of court, the court overruled the 
motion for a new trial, and proceeded to pass the sentence of the 
law, which was ‘'That Blaine Kinley be returned to the jail of 
this county, and there held until he could be transported to the 
oer.itentiarv of the State, and there to be confined according to 

4 - c 

the law of the State for the period of eighteen years.” When the 
prisoner was asked by the judge if he had anything to say whv 
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the sentence of the law should not be passed, he replied, “Xo, sir.'* 
Immediately following- the sentence of Blaine Kinlcy the court 
tooic up the trial of Manuel Kinley, his brother, for burglary, a 
trial had on the same day, and which resulted in a hung - iurv 
eleven being in favor of guilty and one in favor of acquittal, and 


he has not at this time had a re-trial. 

The jury who tried him were as follows: A. T. Dobbins, Jack- 

son Bennett, A. G. Williams, j. S. Meadows, O. E. Maddy. G. II. 

Allen, A. G. Lilly, J. h. Hoover, 1. j. Lilly, C. S. W yant, Ik K. 
Foley and F. B. Lively. 


THE WM. HALE CASE. 

On the 21st day of April, 1899, Squire Law, an old colored 
man, was keeping a restaurant on Front Street, in Hinton. On 
the night of said day, about midnight, four or five men and women 
were in this restaurant having a good time, dancing to the music 
of an ‘Grro-dial, uhv m the witnesses testified, drinking beer, 
etc., w ben Law and Win. Hale, a voting negro, got into a diffi- 

~ o 

cultv and had some words. Hale breaking some chairs over Law. 
Hale went out, and was gone about half an hour, when he returned 


with a 


“gun,” 


and ottered to pay Law one dollar for the damaged 
chairs and head, but Law declined. Harsh words prevailed. Hale 
drew his gun and fired point-blank into Law’s body, the ball pass¬ 
ing directly through his bodv and coming out at his back. Law 

V J «f ’ pr 

followed and ran up the street, and fired, hitting Xewt Morris, 
another negro. Hale was not in sight, and Morris was shot through 

o o o 

the leg. 

Hale left the conntiv and remained a wav seven vears. in the 

* * 

meantime being indicted for malicious wounding, the indictment 

o o 

also charging that Hale had been twice sentenced to the peni- 

o o i 

tentiarv. If found guiltv of this crime, his sentence would be 

w ~ r 

confinement in the penitentiary for life. Hale returned to the 
eitv in 1906, and was in hiding, but was arrested bv Policemen 

* C 1 

McGhee and Yancey, and landed in jail. 

At the June term, in 1906, on June 14th, the case came on to 
be tried. The accused pleaded not guilty, having by his attorneys 
moved to quash the indictment, ami demurred, which motions 
were overruled. A. R. Heflin and T. G. Mann were attorneys for 
the defendant, and R. F. L)unlap, prosecuting attorney, and T. X. 
Read, his assistant, appeared for the State. 

The evidence was all in bv five o'clock in the evening, and an 
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hour and a half was given to each side for aigument. The prose¬ 
cuting attorney opened for the State in an argument of forty 
minutes. A recess was then taken until after supper, when Colo¬ 
nel Mann concluded the arguments for the detendant. The jury 
retired to consider their verdict, and on leturniug* the foreman an¬ 
nounced. “\\ e. the jury, find the defendant guilty as charged in 
the within indictment.” whereupon the court proceeded to sen¬ 
tence him to confinement in the penitemiayr for five years. The 
case closed at midnight. The court house was filled to hear the- 
evidence and arguments of counsel. The pistols used were brought 
into court and handled before the jury, 

A new proposition was passed upon by the court, for which 
no authorities could be produced in support of or against. The 
attorneys for the State failed to prove by their direct testimony 
the fact that Hale had been twice previously sentenced to the 
penitentiary in the United State>. and undertook to do so after 
the accused had introduced all his evidence, except his personal 
examination. The defendant’s attorneys objected, which objec¬ 
tion was sustained, and which eliminated the life sentence from 
the case. 


IN EJECTMENT. 

A. A. Carden, Plff., vs. Garrett Brown, Deft. 

This cause was one of the most famous civil causes ever tried 

by a jury in the county, and was concerning about thirty acres 

of the old Carden lands on the hills near Barger Springs. There 

were three trials, the first being on the 16th day of September. 

1SS3: the second. May 8. 1.884. and the third and final one on the 

* 

16th day of September. 1885. which was in favor of the plaintiff. 

Celebrated and distinguished counsel appeared in the cause, 
including Senator Frank Hereford, Colonel James \Y. Davis and 
Captain R. F. Dennis. The expense of the trial w'as greater than 
the value of the property. A. A. Carden w’as one of the sons of 
Isaac Carden, the first settler, and Garrett Brown, an old settler, 
the father of the present citizen. Allen F. Brown. The jury that 
tried the case were: Walter K. Boude (present circuit clerk), 
James E. Meadow's, foreman: G. C. Hughes, James A. Foster. 
Giles H. Ballengee, W. D. Rollysou. P. M. Foster, j. H. Jordan. 
Joseph Hubbard. Isaac Milburn. T. B. Barker. J. E. Meadows, J. 
Gw inn and G. W. Chatten. The old Watkins parent and the Car¬ 
den title to the Barger Springs property came in question. Of 
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these, J. C. Hughes now lives in 


J. H. Jord 


mavor of 


•ni- 


ot the National Bank of Summers: J. E. Meadows is 
Avis; Messrs. Chatten, Gwinn and Rollyson are dead, and the re¬ 
mainder are residents of the county. The case was tried Scpu 

ber 10, 1885. 

In tnis case an old deed, date the 30th day of August, 1,815. 
was filed, from Michael Erskine, deputy sheriff of Monroe Count v 
for William Haynes, sheriff, to David and Joseph Graham, for 

1.211 acres of land sold for non-payment of taxes for the vcar> 

1811, 1812, 1813, 1814 and 1815. The whole price paid for the 

1.211 acres was 85.79, and was sold as delinquent for the non¬ 
payment of taxes for those years by Richard Stocton, and they 
secured a good and valid title thereto. Stocton was the patentee. 


Wm 


IN EJECTMENT. 

vs. A. M. Hutchinson, Tulia A. Hoback, Sarah 


E. Turner and Matilda Turner, 


r\ 


This was an action in ejectment brought by William Turner, 
through Adams and Miller, his attorneys. April 6, ISM. for the 
possession of only a few acres of a thirty-three-acre tract of land 
in Forest Hill District, in which the two old Pollard patents (one 
of 1.390 acres and the other of 2,500 acres) were involved in the 

X 

ascertainment of the true ownership of the land sued for. Messrs. 
Thompson Sc Lively were the attorneys for the defendants. Sur¬ 
veys were made and maps filed by John E. Harvey, county sur¬ 
veyor, and another bv lames B. Lavender, a surveyor of Hinton, 
by orders of the court. A number of continuances were had, and 
a great amount of costs piled up. Finally a trial was had by a 
jury composed of Harry Haynes, M. L. Duncan, T-. G. Cules, D. 
M. Meador, R. L. Martin, 1. L. Duncan, T. A. Bryant, E. T. Hin- 
ton, J. M. Parker, E. E. Angelk J. A. Fox and J. W. Bradbury. 
The jury failed to agree and were discharged, after which the par- 
ties compromised, each paying his own co^ts and dividing ill 
land. The plaintiff’s costs were 8250.05, and the defendant’s, 8/1.1 a. 
with attorneys* fees to add. Judge A. X. Campbell presided at the 
trial. There were a large number of witnesses. (One of the Pol¬ 
lard patents had a straight line of over four miles, which had to 

k O 

be ascertained. 

The Benj. Pollard grant of 1,390 acres was conveyed by him 
on the fir^t day of January, 1807, to Robt. Gibson. Pollard lived 
in Norfolk. Virginia. The price paid was 81,000. It is described 


r* 
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• * 

J. B, Douglas. 

Clarence Aldcrson 

John \V. Kiannagan, 
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as being in Greenbrier County, on the headwaters of Bradshaw’s 
i\uii, j.ittic Stony Creek and Little Wolf Creek, and adjoining 
one of the Henry Banks patents. Thus it will be seen the names 
of these streams were borne by them one hundred years ago. 

Jn October, 1839, a suit was pending in Monroe Countv. of 

_ #' • 

Bunveil ML Seay and others, heirs of Beni. Pollard, vs. Sarah 
Hutchinson, on a “writ of rights’ A survey was ordered of the 
2,;>00-acre patent, which was granted in 1786, .April 22d. 

In 1849 the heirs of Benj. Pollard appointed Allen T. Caper- 
ton their attorney in fact to dispose of all of said patent. 

In 1833 the court of law and chancery of Petersburg, Ya., in 
a suit against Robert Gibson's heirs, ordered a sale of said 1,390 
acres, and appointed Hugh Caperton. of Union, a special commis¬ 
sioner to make the sale and convey the land, to sell the 1,390-acre 
patent, and Allen T. Caperton and John H. Yawter became the 
purchasers. The land was sold for the navment of n.-vnn,U t 
two shillings and five pence farthing. 5Md Caper Pj.i ct.id Yu vmci 
bought the land—1.390 acres—when sold at public auction to the 
highest bidder, at the Red Sulphur Springs, for $352 cash, this 
being,the amount for which these 1,3' : 0 acres of land sold, which 
arc now owned by many thrifty farmers, and are worth manv thou¬ 
sands of dollars. Both of these surveys are now practically cleared 
sml in cultivation, and go to make up at least fifty farms, owned 
by intelligent, law-abiding, well-to-do citizens. 

hhe case of Turner vs. Hutchinson grew out of the location 
especially of one corner. Great and diversified opinions prevailed 
among different honest, intelligent and competent surveyors, and 
the jury could not agree after hearing the proof. The parties on 
both sides of the case .were honest people, but stubborn and de¬ 
termined. and it was not the value of the property involved, but 
the principle, and the claim of both to be in tlie right. 


FELONY. 

The State of West Virginia vs. Rosa Ford and Ze 11a Gray. 

Zella Grav and Rosa Ford were two voting women, aged re- 

- O' 

speetfuily nineteen and twenty-three years, of ill-repute, who were 
living in August. 1907, at Flat Rock, on the outskirts of Hinton, 
in a cabin. The Ford girl had been sentenced and served a part 
of a term in the Reform School, but escaped therefrom, and was 
afterwards sentenced and served a term of three vears in the 
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penitentiary of \\ est \ irginia. After the expiration of her term, 
she returned to Hinton and again began a career of dissipation, 
crime and prostitution. Zella Hray was raised in the community, 
her parents being divorced. She was a notorious character, cruel, 
dissipated and without a conscience. They had been prosecuted 
within the city limits and compelled by the eitv authorities to re¬ 
move therefrom, and had located at this cabin at Flat Rock. < In 
the night of August 10, 1907, a woman b_\ the name of Sarah Siers, 
commonly known as Sarah Sawyers, and nicknamed "Mississippi" 
Sawyers, was staying with these girls, occupying a menial posi¬ 
tion, doing washing, cooking, etc., and sleeping on a pallet in the 


corner of the room. 


Ihe curls were attractive 


m appearance. 


neatly dressed in hue raiment and in the fashions of the land on 
the dav of their trial. On the night referred to the girls had been 


drinking, and a number of people had visited their house. With¬ 
out cause they got into a quarrel and attacked the Sawyers woman, 
who was nity-nme wears old, and struck her with '4 poker, three 
smoothing-irons, glasses, class pitchers and other instruments. 

O O c* I 

Her face was beaten until she was almost unrecognizable. Hr. 
f. A. Fox was called the next morning to examine her. and found 
thirty-two cuts and wounds on her face and head, twenty-one on 
her right hand and arm. and eleven on her left arm and hand. 
Her clothes were rent and covered with blood, and she was found 
in a dying condition. She had managed to escape in the night 
and wandered into the woods, where she remained until daylight, 
when she wandered back to the high road. Xo doubt was enter- 
tained at the time but what she would die from her won mis: but 
after a lingering illness she recovered, and was the principal wit- 
ties.- in the prosecution. After her wounds were dressed she was 
sent to the poor-house, where she was still staying at the time 

i 

of the trial in October, at which time she had recovered to the 
extent of being able to attend the circuit court as a witness for the 
State. At the October term. 1907. these girls were indicted under 
the maiming statute for malicious wounding. They were arraigned 
for trial before Judge James H. Miller, on the morning of October 
11, 1907. They each in person pleaded not guilty. The State was 
represented bv the prosecuting attorney. R. F. Dunlap, and his as¬ 
sistant. Thomas X. Read. The girls were defended by Messrs. 1 . 


v r 


Mann, M'm. 11. Saw vers and 


R. Heflin. 


Ren D Keller was 


the court stenographer who transcribed the evidence. The jury 
was composed of Dennis 1 wohig, (r. F. Alderson. J. M. Roach. 
Albert H. Mann. J. A. Allen. A. A. Bostic, L. V\ . Kessler. H. M- 
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f'rvi rt- 


»'•> 


Flanagan. J. J\ Merrix. Francis \\ . Ruckland. Taylor Feed and 
V. L. Taylor. Dennis 'I'wc*hipf was a son of the Irish settler. Rich¬ 
ard Iwohig; G. C. Aldcrson, a descendant of the ancient Baptist 
minister. John Alderson : J. M Roach, a descendant of John Roach, 
who settled back of Big Rend Tunnel, on the Greenbrier, on the 
Morris W yant place. Albert H. Mann was a son of Isaac Mann, 
the settler on Rluestone and Jumping Rranch. L. \V. Kessler was 
a descendant of Abraham Kessler. II. \\ . Flanagan was a grand- 
son of R. K. Flanagan. I'. \\ . Ruckland was a son of brands 
Buckland. A. L. Taylor was a son of Garrett 'I'aylor, brother of 
Captain Silas Tavlor. 'The witnesses for the State were: Sarah 

Siers, William F. Steers, [. A. Fox, f. R. Woolwine. Mrs. I. R. 

% % «. 

Woolwine. 'bom Breeden. Julia Roach, and Sheriff A. J. Keatlev. 
The onlv witnesses for the defendants were themselves. William 
F. Steers, under the sheriffs direction, had gone to the house and 
gathered up the various implements of war. and brought into tin* 

a ba::!:et full of broken glassware, etc., as well as bun¬ 
dles of clothes, which were worn by the various parties engaged 
in the difficulty. The clothing of all the parties was saturated with 

blood. 

The defendants testified in their own behalf. The case was 
argued by all the counsel engaged except Colonel Mann. Tin* 
jury was instructed by the court, and alter being out but a few 
minutes, returned the following verdict: “We, the jury, find the 
prisoners. Rosa Ford and Zella Gray, guilty of malicious wound¬ 
ing as charged in the within indictment.” The jury was discharged, 
whereupon Counsellor Sawyers moved the court in arrest of judg¬ 
ment, and to set aside the verdict of the jury as contrary to the 
law and evidence. The court overruled these motions, directed the 
prisoners to stand up. and asked them if they had anything to say 
why sentence of law should not be passed upon them, to which 
they responded that they “plead for mercy and for leniency. 
The court thereupon proceeded to pronounce the sentence, which 
was that Rosa Ford should he confined in the penitentiary of the 
State for the term of ten vears, and that Zella Grav be therein 

•» m 

confined for the period of seven years. 

In the trial of this cause there were used in evidence tour 

photographs taken of Sarah Sawyers on the next day after the 

tragedv. showing the different wounds and her condition. Her 

eve*- were swollen shut, and one ear was destroved to the extent 

— * 

that the doctor's hand wa< plainly visible in the picture in holding 
the ear in position. 
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THE ANDY SLAGLE CASE. 

One Andy Slagle, who lives 'in Possum Hollow in the upper 

country, near the Greenbrier line, some three or four 

S 

mile.> from Alderson, was indicted in 1907 for the malicious >hoot- 
ing ed Patrick (j. Burns. 1 he case came on to be heard, with Saw¬ 
yers and Heflin representing’ the accused, and Dunlap and Read 
prosecuting for the State. 

In the country where this shooting occurred lived the Forrens, 

* 4 * y 

Harrahs, Maddoxs, Rrvants and others. It is in the region of the 
headwaters oi Griffith's Creek, the Eleber Spring (the headwaters 
of lower Lick Creek), and is an isolated region, from which many 
of the denizens who attended this trial had never seen a court 
house before. 1 here were forty wdtnesse> summoned. 

' Slagle is a one-armed man, and has a local reputation of being 
a pole-cat trapper and dealer in the furs from the skunk, and was 
an expert in the handling of the perfumed hides of tliesc tudems, 
the chief criminal ambition of that section not being elevated above 

o 

the night-time visits to the chicken roosts. Slagle's claim to no- 
toriety was above the common among the people of the com¬ 
mit nit v. blagle contended that Burns was \ isiting his chicken 

r •- o 

house in the. night-time against the wishes and consent of the 
aforesaid Slagle, and thereupon lie fired at him with a shotgun 
loaded with bird shot, and some twenty-five of these murderous 
missiles were taken from Burns’ bodv bv the surgeon. It was 

•• r V ^ 

shown that he had threatened to “'bleed” Burns some days pre¬ 
viously, and the evidence clearly showed that the shooting was 
premeditated with malice. A number of Bryants were witnesses, 
one of whom especially was devoted in his love for chicken tle.-di. 

It was related that, on one occasion, being desirous of posset¬ 
ing himself of the chickens of his neighbor, being a man of great 
piety, he called at the house of his friend and insisted on having 
familv praver for the salvation of the whole family. This neighbor 
did not especially desire the prayers on that occasion, but the 
deacon, expressing great anxiety for their spiritual welfare, in¬ 
sisted on the presence of the entire family, who were called in. 
except one or two who were otu in the field. Finally all had con¬ 
gregated except one, and Brother Bryant was so insistent that he 
wen: after him to the barnyard himself. After securing a full 
attendance, he began his devotions by reading from the longest 
chapter he could find in the Bible, which he designated as “ i he 
one-eved chapter of the two-eyed John,” being intended, as lie 
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meant it. for the first chapter of second John. After reading this 
chapter he began his prayer, which he continued for almost thirty 
minutes, during which there was a great noise from the chicken 
house, and the more noise the chickens made, the louder Deacon 
Bryant prayed. Finally he hastily left the house, and his good 
neighbor, upon investigating the cause of the disturbance among 
the chickens, found that the entire roost had been depopulated, 
for. while Deacon Bryant was praying, his confederate had trans¬ 
ported the entire brood. 

Slagle was forty-seven years of age and unmarried, lie had 
stated that he would as soon shoot Burns as shoot a rabbit. Burns 
was at that time passing in the big road, carrving a lot of goods 

1 o o ~ o o 

which lie had purchased in Alderson. Immediately after the shot 
he raised a cry of distress, which brought the neighobors to the 
scene, and they carried him off the v field. The doctors from Aider- 
son were sent for. and he recuperated in a few weeks. 

A A 4 V j vt * « • « » » A V v 4 A O V 1% W « • v_ A f • * • W A 4 V* • % -k 1 C i * 1 I V. » « 

Cundiff. J. W. Barton, D. C. Epperly. M. E. Donahoe, J. L. Bates, 
James H. Dickinson. John E. C. L. Hatcher, John M. Wyant, C. D. 
Gnttridge. M. A. Cox and James F. Akers. 

After long argument and instructions bv the court, the jurv 
brought in a verdict of unlawful, but not malicious, wounding. 

o v 

motion to set aside was overruled, and a sentence of sixty days 
in jail, the payment of a fine of $50.00 and costs, which were $300, 
was imposed. 

In this trial. Mr. A. L. Taylor, a son of Garrett Taylor, who is 
a brother of Captain Silas F. Taylor, and his two sons, were im¬ 
portant witnesses, as Were many others from that region. 


A 

A 


THE CARRIE DOOLEY CASE. 

I write of this case while it is fresh in mind, it having been 

tried before me as judge of the circuit court at the October term. 

1905. The case was prosecuted ably and vigilantly by Messrs. 

R. F. Dunlap, prosecuting attorney, and T. X. Read, his assistant. 

The accused was earnestly, ablv and faithfully defended by Ju Ige 

«■ •» • 

A. R. Heflin, of the Hinton bar, and Hon. Wm. E. Allen, of the 
Covington fVa.) bar. The attorneys were not limited as to time 

• i / •* 

in argument. Dunlap occupied one hour and a half and Read an 
hour, for the State, the argument being opened bv Dunlap and 
closed bv Read. Mr. Allen occupied two hours and fifteen minutes. 
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a.n<] Judgt IicTiin, w ho closed for the accused, about an hour and 
thirty minutes. 1 he jury was composed of j\ A. Foster. J. D. 
Ifoke, R. L. Hopkins, M. H. Hix, L. G. Williams, C. I*. Grottv, 
R. J. Crook, A. M. Austin, S. V. Turner, C. H. Read, G. P. Mead¬ 
ows and Lawrence Williamson, and the trial occupied two davs. 
Miss Mary Miller was the stenographer who transcribed the testi- 


monv. 


On the loth day of July, 1905, Carrie Dooley shot and killed 

B. D. Gibson, in a room over the mayor’s office, in the city of Hin¬ 
ton. where he resided with his wife and Carrie Dooley, his step¬ 
daughter. (dbson was a radroad locomotive fireman, and was 
lying on the bed asleep when killed, the top of his head being prac¬ 
tically blown old. 1 he accused was fifteen years of age at the date 

of the trial, and the shooting was done with a single-barreled 
breech-loading shotgun. 

Gibson had come in from his run, ate his breakfast with a 
neighbor, drank soivm liquor with une Sever, placed tlm fhMD, a:id 

Soon afterwards a shot was heard, and the 


1 r - m \ 
IV V. t ) * 


laid down to . 

girl came out of the house and said she had shot Gibson. The 
girl and her mother were arrested at Clifton Forge, Ya., charged 
with murder, and indicted. The accused stated on the stand that 
slm did the "-hooting and claimed that her step-father had struck 
her and made indecent proposals to her and tried to ruin Iter, and 
to prevent this she had done the shooting. The evidence tended 
to show, however, that the shooting was dime wdtile he was asleep. 
*1 he gun was found in the kitchen. The prisoner had made differ¬ 
ent statements about the occurrence. 

Great interest was taken in the trial, the court house being 
crowded to its capacity, on account, especially, of the youth of the 
accused, who did not seem to appreciate the enormity of the of¬ 
fense. The jury was out a short time, and brought in a verdict of 
murder in the second degree, and she was sentenced to confine- 
ment in the Industrial School for Girls at Salem, West Virginia, 
until she became twentv-one vears of age, or was otherwise re- 
leased according to law. Her mother, who was indicted as an ac- 

o x 

cessorv. was never tried, the State being unable to connect her 
with the crime, although circumstances pointed strongly towards 
her, and she was indicted, but afterwards a nol pros, was entered 

on motion of the attorney for the State. 

John \Y. Wiseman, Esq., the jailer, later married the mother, 

and they arc living happily together. 
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THE KILLING OF RILEY ARMSTRONG. 

On the morning of the 23d day of May, 1801. E. Brown Pack, 
a descendant of Samuel Pack, walked into my office, verv much 
excited, and said he desired to give himself up. On asking him 
what was the trouble, he replied that lie had shot Rilev Armstrong, 
and reckoned he had killed him, and that he did the shooting in 

« o 

self-defense. He was placed in custodv. 

Pack at the time was working a force of men at the reservoir 
built on the hill by the Hinton W ater Works Company. Arm¬ 
strong was the town sergeant, and while a fearless man and con¬ 
sidered a good officer, was feared by violators of the law. He was 
a dangerous man in anger, or when under the influence of liquor, 
which lit had not drunk for sime time. 

Pack was going to his work at the reservoir, and was passing, 
as usual, the house of Armstrong, who lived in the bnllmv Wlow 
Third Street, upon the side of the hill, on the lot now owned by 
Geo. t ). (Juescnberry, and at the time Pack came along was milk¬ 
ing his cow. earlv in the morning, about eight o’clock. There 
seemed to have been some existing feeling between them, words 
having been passed. Pack, who was of an excitable disposition, 
drew' his revolver and shot Armstrong through the stomach, and 
he lived only a few days. Before hi> death he made a dying state¬ 
ment in the presence of Dr. S. P. Peck and the prosecuting at- 

tornev. 

- 

Pack was refused bail, indicted for murder, and after a very 
vigorous prosecution by fas. H. Miller, the prosecuting attorney, 
and Hon. \Y. \Y. Adams, assistant, and being ably defended by 
Hons. Wrn. R. Thompson and Frank Lively, the jury brought in 
a verdict of guiltv of murder in the second degree, and a sentence 
of five years’ confinement in the penitentiary was imposed by Judge 
A. X: Campbell. Self-defense was interposed. It was claimed in 
defense that Armstrong was preparing to attack Pack, and to pre¬ 
vent himself from great bodilv harm or death, the wound was in- 
dieted. Pack was a one-handed man, having lost one hand at the 

wrist bv accidentally shooting himself. He was raised at the 

•> - 

mouth of Greenbrier River, and was a son of Richard Pack, de¬ 
ceased, and at one time owned a one-half interest in the ferry and 
nineteen acres of land, now owned bv Miller Bros. Pack wn- 
afterwards pardoned by the Governor. The time was on Septem¬ 
ber 12. 1891. The jury were R. P. Boyd, \Y. K. Fades, F. } > 
Neeley, J. D. Roles H* M. Hill. R. A. Wood, S. S Long, \Y. G 
Barger. J. F. Huffman, P. M. Foster, J. T. Vest and M. M. lP l! '- 
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THE SHOOTING OF L. V. REYNOLDS. 

Luther Y. Reynolds was elected and qualified as constable 
of Greenbrier District, and took office. On the 20th day 
of July, 1889, the streets crowded with people—pleasure-seek¬ 
ers—Mr. Reynolds undertook to arrest a negro by the name 
oi John Carter, not a resident of Hinton, but from th 
ing district of New River, on a telegram from some point West, 
for some infraction of the law. The negro, without a word, drew 
his pis tol and shot Mr. Reynolds through the stomach, the ball 
lodging in the extreme back. The negro undertook to escape, but 
was lodged in the jail of this county. Talk of lynching began, and 
the prosecuting attorney, Jas. II. Miller, and the sheriff, Mr. O. T. 
Kessler, to prevent a crime, slipped the negro out of the jail, hav¬ 
ing arranged with the railroad authorities to stop No. 14, the east- 


bound passenger train, under the cliff at the jail at two o’clock P. 
I\i. Thev carried + Ue prisoner down owi ine eiirrs onto the train, 
and that evening lodged him in the jail at Lewisburg for safc- 

and all danger of Ivnching was believed to have been 


C r 


keepin 
avoided. 

On the second night afterwards, however, a party called out 
the sheriff of Greenbrier County, James Knight, demanded the 
ke} s of him by threats of violence, secured them, entered the jail, 
took possession of the accused, and silently and without noise con¬ 
veyed him up the Ronceverte road about three-fourths of a mile, 
placed a rope around his neck, threw it over the lower limb of a 
large white oak tree, hardly high enough from the ground to pre¬ 
vent his feet from touching the earth, and there he remained until 
dead. The Summers. County authorities were notified, and the 
sheriff and prosecuting attorney immediately went to Lewisburg, 
and a coroner's inquest was held. On their return by way of 
Ronceverte, one of the lynchers, who had imbibed freely of whisky, 
disclosed the entire proceedings to the prosecuting attorney. After¬ 
wards he appeared before the grand jury for Greenbrier County, 
and the members of the mob were indicted. In the meantime, 
however, they had all fled to foreign jurisdictions, and none of 
them was ever apprehended or legally punished for this crime. 
The man, whose name was Y\ hite, who disclosed the facts oi the 
Ivnching, fled to Virginia, and was there killed by a railroad train. 

The partv who did the lynching was composed of persons from 
Hinton and Ronceverte. and were about equally divided. 9 his. 
vcith the Ivnching in the Diffenbaugh case, are the only trails- 








HISTORY OF SUMMERS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 


82! 


gressions of this character for which this county is in anv wav 
chargeable, and it is earnestly hoped that there mav never again 
be occasion for reflection on the good name and fame of our 
count} by reason of the people undertaking to take the law into 
their own hands. All of the officers, without exception, have heen 
vigilant.in the prosecution of crime and in a swift and sure meting 
out of justice, and the delays charged to the law have not had an 
abiding place in this county. 

Mr. Reynolds. the wounded man, who at the time was thought 
to have been mortally wounded, and no hope of his recovery was 
entertained bv anv one. did miracnlouslv entirely recover, and is 
still living in this city at this time, with prospects of a long life 
before him. 

This is an example of the great mistake by a resort to mob law. 
The would-be slaver in this instance was killed, and his intended 

• * • 4 • 

riot 1 »>■* «o ^ -- 
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Il L doubtful if msiice or the law would have 

m * ^ 

justified a jury in linchrig the accused guilty of murder in the first 
degree, if Mr. Reynolds wounds had proven fatal, or the infliction 
of the death penalty would have heen demanded, as there would 
have been some question raised as to his authority to execute an 
arrest of the negro without other authority than a telegram from 


some one without the jurisdiction of the county. 

The law should always he permitted to take its course, al¬ 
though at times the aggravation is great at the - time excited im¬ 




aginary iiwtice demands other than the legal mode of its execution. 


THE LOUIS BENNETT CASE. 

Louis Bennett was a poor farmer, residing on the branch oi 
Pipestem Creek above the old Hughes Mill. He had. unfortu¬ 
nately, gotten into some entanglements with a young woman 
named Warren, and one morning before breakfast she was shot in 
Mr. Bennett’s house, while the family was at their meal. It wa- 
claimed to be a ca^e of suicide. 

The prosecuting attorney was notified and investigation" 
made, and the circumstances being of a suspicious 


jharacte r. 


an inquest was 


held. 


Bennett was arrested and lodgeu m 


jail on 


a charge of murder, amk an indictment preferred. 1 he 
trial was had about 1^0—. The accused was ably defended b\ 
Hon. Frank Lively and W. R. Thompson, with their u-ua! alCW 
and energy, and prosecuted by Jas. if. Miller, prosecuting nrt-wt . 
and W. W. Adams. The jurv was out but a short time, u hoi :U 
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returned a verdict of not guilt}-. There was no one present at the 
time of tlie shooting except the prisoner and his family, lie had 
several small children, too young to be competent witnesses; so 
the only witnesses that were on the scene, or near it at the time, 
\\ ei e the defendant and his wile, although there were a number of 


other witnesses in the case 


a> to \arious circumstances. Only 


these two testified as to the facts of the killing, and it was proven 
by them that the deceased complained of being unwell on the 

^ ~ 1 hi t ^ e t up for breakfast, and. while the 

family was in the other building, a gunshot was heard, and on 
going into the room, they found the young woman on the bed 
with the top of her head shot off. It was claimed in defense that 
she had taken down the gun—a long mountain rifle of the ac¬ 
cused—from the rack over the door, laid down on the bed and fired 

the same herself, she having threatened on different occasions to 
take her own life. 


THE CASE OF JAKE COLEMAN. 

Jake Coleman was a negro, who resided in Hinton for a num¬ 
ber of years, having served a term in the penitentiary' for burglary, 
and was known as a morphine fiend. It was alleged that he had 
procured and administered morphine to a young man by the name 
of Wickline, of Hinton, from the effects of which he never recov¬ 
ered. The negro wa> arrested, and evidences of a lvnching began 


to develop. The authorities at once gathered up Coleman and car¬ 
ried him to Union, in Monroe County, fourteen miles from the rail¬ 
road, where he was detained for >everal months at his own request, 
as he was afraid to return to Hinton. There not being sufficient 
evidence to make a case against him. he was afterwards discharged. 

and has never been heard from since that dav, twenty rears ago. 

• •» 

or shown himself in our midst. 


THE LYNCHING OF WM. LEE. 

On the 10th day of May, 1000, Mrs. Deifenbach. a tele¬ 
graph oocrator, and the wife of Engineer Deifenbach, a loco¬ 
motive engineer, was at work in a temporary office of the Chesa¬ 
peake & (Ohio Rail wav. near Sandstone, where the railroad com¬ 
pany was arranging to la}- a double track and operating a con¬ 
struction force. About dusk a negro man by the name ot W m. 
I ee appeared at her office and attempted to assault Mr>. 1 iciien- 
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bach, in which attempt he failed. The matter was reported, and 
the negro arrested and placed in jail. The people became greatly 
excited, and in the afternoon were seen in knots on the street cor¬ 


ners. 


Tud 


ue 


1. M. Mc\\ horter was holding circuit court at the 


time. That night a large crowd silently collected, but without a 
disposition at secrecy, in the jail yard. Shots were tired. The 
lynchers were disguised with cloths tied over their faces, and con- 
siderable drinking had been indulged in. bottles were found on 
the ground, and on their trail up the hollow to the place of hang¬ 
ing. 


Entrance was secured by force to the jail. At the time \Y. R. 
Xeelev was jailer, and las. H. Ceorge was sheriff. 



•smou ot 


i 


' 1 * 


% • • f * • - 

v. e li tm 


the negro was secured, and he was brought out into the jail-yard, 
a rope placed around his neck, and it is claimed by some that he 
was shot then, and possibly a mortal wound indicted. In the mean¬ 
time. and before the prisoner was secured, the judge and assistant 

, (uc iuti, !. I\Cud, ti|)pci »_»l »'ii Liiv. gionnd and 

made speeches to the crowd, pleading with them to disperse and 
permit the law to take its course, promising that a special grand 
jur_\ should be convened the next day and a speedy trial had dur¬ 
ing the pending session of the court, but their appeals counted for 
naught. Idle crowd had met for a fixed purpose, from which it 
could not be turned. It was most thoroughly organized, and 
worked like machinery. After securing the prisoner it marched out 
Cliff Street to the top of the hill, where Dwight James now re¬ 
sides, then towards and bv the old graveyard to the head of Eos- 

- - ^ # 

sum Hollow, turning from the right to the mad leading to the 
Hilltop Cemetery and going some distance above the last house 

r - ** 

in the edge of the woody, threw a rope oyer the limb of a tree, and 
left him hanging there until the next day, when he was cut down 
by the coroner. An inquest was held, and the body was buried in 
the paupers’ graveyard, at the expense of the county. 

A number of citizens not connected with the affair saw the en¬ 
tire transaction at a distance, who were in no wise concerned ex¬ 
cept as spectators, but were entirely power!e>s to stay the arm of 
violence and lawlessness. The names of none of the perpetrators 
have ever been learned to this day. Many of the citizens ap¬ 
proached the crowd, but were commanded to stand back. This is 
the onlv lynching that ever occurred in the county, and in is earn- 
estlv honed that it will he the last, as there has never been ocea- 

m i 

si* *?i for legating to lynch law in the county, if ever excusable any¬ 
where. 
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This judgment and execution by Judge Lynch occurred on the 
11th da\ c/t May. T'OO. and is the only execution of this character 
ever carried to a conclusion in the county. 


THE CHAPMAN FARLEY TRIAL. 

< hi the first day of July. 18*9, Chapman Parley, who lived on 
top of the New River hills, near Pack’s Ferrv, in Pipestem Dis¬ 
trict. shot \\m. Barton through the bodv, and verv dangerously 
wounded him. on tire west side of New River, just a quarter of a 
mile above the old Racks berry, or Laudcraft Ferry, which is near 
the present residence of Rev. \\ . h. Hank, Barton at that time 
living on the place where Mr. Hank now resides. 

barley had been in the habit of visiting the home of Barton in 
the absence oi the latter, of which he secured information. On the 
day he was shot barlev visted Barton s residence, and was Ienvino- 

o 

to return to his home X v\v River, 




•s to • J ' r- t * • -• — • - 
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skill landing. An altercation ensued, which resulted in the shoot¬ 
ing of Barton by barley. The wound was supposed to be fatal at 
the time, hut Barton finally recovered, barley was indicted for 
malicious assault, ami the trial came on to be heard at the May 
term, 1890. of the circuit court. Judge Campbell presiding. 

After a hard-fought legal battle, the iurv returned a \ erdict of 
guilty of unlawful hut not malicious wounding, upon which the 
Judge sentenced Farley to confinement in the jail of Summers 
County for the period of six months, and imposed a fine of five 
hundred dollars and costs, barley afterwards, by petition to the 
Governor, secured a remission of the fine, and lie received a part 


of the 



sentence off. 


Farley was defended b_\ Messrs. Frank Lively and \Y. R. 
Thompson. The State was represented by Prosecuting Attorney 
Miller and \Y. \Y. Adams, and it was one of the most interesting 
and closelv-fought legal battles of the county. Mr. Parley was 
prominent in affairs, and made an earnest fight for vindication. 
He still resides in the county, and is considered a peaceable and 
quiet citizen, respecting the law. His inability to control his mis¬ 
guided passions led him into the unfortunate trouble, 
was composed of Henry Crawford, Allen yeadows. \V. R. Neeley. 
V. \V. Cooper. A. P. Bonham, T. M. Gw inn, J L. Davis. J. L. Dun- 
can, T. A. Bragg, W. \Y. Withrow, A. II. Via and C. S. Roilvson. 

* J o o 


The jury 
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THE BRAD MEDLIN CASE. 

Brad Medlin was a bright mulatto, who resided on the opposite 
side of New River, directly across fiom the court house of this 
county, with his parents, just above the mouth of Madam's Creek. 
On the 22d day of July, 1905, without provocation, he shot and 
killed Bob Muse with a shotgun. At the time of the shooting he 


was under the influence of strong drink, d’he wife of Muse (who 
were colored people) was going to the body of her dead husband, 
when she was shot at by Medlin, but not wounded. Medlin then 

9 

secured a horse and started for foreign parts, going up New' River, 
and. arriving at James \\ . Rack's, at the mouth of Leatherwood 
Creek, about two miles above Hinton, he overtook two young men, 
named Ed. Bradberrv and Luther Pack. Medlin demanded their 
money at the muzzle of his gun, and upon telling him thev had 


t 1 V-/ A 4 A O ^ 1 V 
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lisputed their word; told Pack that his father had 

plenty of money, aim to go in and get ii. Rack paiitped with him, 
and w ent in the house and secured a shotgun and came to the wdn- 

V? 

dow. Medlin tired into the house and Pack tired out at Medlin, till¬ 
ing him full of buckshot and knocking him instantly from his horse. 
The gun 1 - ng loaded with small shot, the wounds were not dan- 
g runs, but sufficient to disable him temporarily. lie was then ar¬ 
rested and placed in jail, where he soon recovered from his w r ounds, 
and at the < k'tober term of the circuit court follow ing, he was in¬ 
dicted for the murder of Muse, and also for an attempt at murder, 
which was a felony, the maximum punishment being five years' 
confinement in the penitentiary. He was put on trial at the same 

9 

term of court, and the State had concluded its evidence, making a 
strung case, of murder*. The attorneys then proposed to the attor¬ 
neys for the State to allow* a verdict of murder in the second de¬ 
gree to be entered, which was agreed to, and the jury entered the 
following verdict: "We, the jury, find the defendant. Brad Medlin, 
guilty of murder in the second degree, as charged in the within in¬ 
dictment. (Signed) A. M. Austin. Foreman. 




Medlin then confessed to the indictment for .the attempt, the 
second offense, whereupon a sentence was imposed of eighteen 
years, the maximum punishment under the law for murder in the 
second degree, a sentence of five vears, which was given him in the 
other case, making a cumulative sentence of twenty-three years, 
and Medlin is now serving that time in the State penitentiary. 

He was defended by Col. T. G. Mann and Hon. M. F. Maiheney, 
and prosecuted by Messrs. Dunlap & Read. James It. Miller pre- 
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siding ajudge at the trial, Immediatelv after the* crimes there 

was strong talk of lynching Aledlin, but cooler heads and better 

counsel obtained, and the law was permitted to take its proper 
course. 


THE JOvSEPH NEELY CASE. 

Joe Neel} and Alva Liilv were first cousins residing near the 
mouth of Little Lluestone River, in lumping branch District. 
Neely was about twenty-four years of age, the son of E. II. Xeelv, 

Lsq., and the grandson of Levi M. Neel}, Sr. Liilv wa> about 
thirty years of age, and the son of John H. Lilly, and also the 
grandson ot Levi AT. Neel}-. Sr. I hey were boys raised together in 
tne same community, Lilly being a fanner and Xeelv a merchant. 
On the U8th da}' of July, lOOo, both of these vuuiig men were in 
the city of Hinton, Xeelv peddling produce, and started home late 
in the afternoon. Lilly was drinking and riding horseback; Xeelv 


charge of a wagon load of merchandise 


Hi ^Iiaij^c UI a u dj^uii lUdd UL Iliei Ciumoi^e :irr- >«r *-.o j^fed bv his 


brother, a youth of twenty-one years. \\ hen Xeelv had reached 
the point near the mouth of Rig Bluestone River, going up the 
west side ot New River, it being verv dark, but having a lai tern, 
he was overtaken by Lilly, who was in a very bad humor, and began 
abusing and cursing the Xeelys. threatening them bodily harn>. The 
young men had on former occasions some hot wonL, and were not 
on the best ot terms. After some words, Liilv having called Xeelv 
vile names, he caught Xeelv by the coat and shook him. Xeelv 
drew his revolver and shot Liilv. killing him instantlv. shooting 




three times, two of the shots taking effect. Xeelv at once gave 
himself up to Jonathan Lee Barker, a notary, who lived in the 
neighborhood, waived examination and gave bond to answer an 
indictment. 

A coroner’s inquest was held and Xeelv was held to answer to 
the grand jury for indictment on the charge of murder, but was 
admitted to bail by the justice, C. L. Parker, in the penalty of 
$2,000.00. At the October Term of the circuit court he was in¬ 
dicted for murder, and on his motion a continuance was granted on 
account of the absence of witnesses, a colored woman. Geo. Pack's 


wife. He was granted bail in the penalty of $10.' 



, bond being 


increased. Col. Thomas G. Mann and Hon. C. \Y. ( Renton of the 
Favette Bar, were retained to defend the accused: attorneys for 
the State, R. r. Dunlap, T. X. Read and Hon. A. A. Lilly, of ibe 
Becklev Bar. John II. Lilly, the father of the deceased, hating em¬ 
ployed him to assist in the prosecution. The trial came on at the 
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January Term. 1906, January 10th. Twenty-two witnesses were 
examined for the State and forty-tour were examined for the de¬ 
fense. The evidence was all concluded by five o’clock on the 11th, 
and the arguments began at seven p. in., four hours being allotted 
to each side. 1 he argument for the State was opened by R. F. 
1 Hmlap, who occupied three-quarters of an hour. He was followed 
by t. (i. Mann tor the defense m an argument of three-quarters 
of an hour. 1 he argument for the defense was closed- bv C. \Y. 
Osenton in an hour, and A. A. Tilly closed for the State in one 
hour and a quarter. The jury was sent to their room at eleven 

o clock, but did not undertake to reach an agreement, and were 

• 1 

adjourned until the next morning, the 12th. Thev were out about 

♦ 

half an hour, and returned a verdict of not guiltv, the jury being 

• * * 9 - O 

unanimous for acquittal on the first ballot. Captain C. R. Frice 
was the foreman. Hon. A. A. Lilly, who aided in the prosecution, 
is p second cousin of the Xeelvs and the same relation to I ilk ihe 
deceased. The buy w'as composed of Joseph \Y. R\an. C. i\. 1’nYe. 
C. C. Coulter. Madiew Daniel. R. Porter Boyd, Thomas Shoemaker, 
Tom \\ iseman, C. I). Albert, J. W. Coiner, Hugh Boon. Pete Dono- 
hoe and Hugh Boon, (meat interest was manifested at the trial, 
the court house being crowded to its fullest capacity. 


MURDER OF HUNTER AND OTHERS. 

During the construction of the Rig Bend Tunnel a colored man 

t ' • “ 

by the name of lohnson killed Booker Hunter, clerk for the con- 
tractor, W. R. Johnson. Hunter had been at Menifee's camp and 
was returning at the east end of the tunnel when he was attacked 
by Johnson, killed and throw n out of the county road into the cut. 
4 he murder was committed for the $240.00 w hich Hunter carried. 
The negro went to spending money, was apprehended, confined in 
the jail at Union, tried, convicted and hung. This was about the 
time of the formation of Summers and before any courts were held 
in the countv. Another murder was committed about the same 
time, during the construction of this tunnel, by a man by the name 

of Hess, who killed Rhodes in a fight Hess was followed to 

* «^ 

Goshen. Virginia, by Sira \Y. Willy, captured, returned to the 
countv and convicted of manslaughter. The first man buried in 
Hinton was the Irish peddler by the name of Richards, who was 
kilted by Jim Whbv. The peddler w r as buried in the woods above 
the street leading from the. railroad crossing un the hill to the new 
school building. Jim Ashby was captured by S. \\ . V illy, placed 
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in j 3 . 1 l. 3t 1.nion, escaped therclrom and was never recaptured. He 
' vCu ‘ brought „o the inquest held over the peddler, which lasted two 
days. 1 lie manner of the arrest of Ashby was an exhibition of the 
fearlessness of S. \\ . Willy in his younger days. Ashbv was a 
uaugerous man. was working in getting* out stone for railroad con- 
siruetion above Hinton. 1 he peddler came along, and lie said he 
would not work tnat day, and he came along with the peddler; 
the\ stopped at Jim Calloways. • 1 he peddler left his pack at that 
place and went on down the railroad track to get. his watch re¬ 
paired. Ashby accompanied him and returned hv himself. The 
peddler was never again seen alive, and his body was not found 
until the ioliowmg 1 hursday. Suture Henrv Milburn held the in¬ 
quest, summoned a coroner’s jurv from the countv, there not being 

• - 7 o 

enough men then at Hinton to make up a jury; the jurv was sum¬ 
moned by Mr. \\ illy. 1 he body of the peddler w 7 as found near the 
old graveyard, badly decomposed. Ashbv w^nt to 
paid Joe Hinton S20.00, 

of the peddler. 1 he peddler was killed by being knocked in the 
head, his skull crushed and jaw bone broken. Mr. \\ illy took up 
the case, followed Ashbv to his boarding house, slept in the same 
room with him, and it was during the niglu, while Ashbv was 
wling from his bed to Willy’s, that lie made the arrest, after hi> 
escape from the jail in Monroe County. Mr. Willy got on his trail, 
followed him for main* miles, but was never able to make his arrest 
the second time. This arrest bv Mr. Willv showed him to be a 
man of great and fearless nerve. 


p r\ .-1 • 

wi/vnv.1111 


i 1 iOnc V 1 


n '■ r 

<• i N. 


^- ♦* li-n * *■* r 


nu \ ill 


5in ocitjie tiie disappearance 


V 1 il 


CAPE FORD CASE. 

Caperton Allen Ford was a resident of Talcott District. Nu¬ 
merous petty thefts had occurred in Talcott District, and finally 
the .premises of John W. Francis, a merchant of most excellent 
character, were broken and entered at Lowell, and a lote of fine 
hides and fur skins stolen. Suspicion pointed to Ford, and the case 
w*as put into the hands of Sira W. Willy, then deputy sheriff under 
M. V. Calloway. Ford was arrested and placed in the jail of Mon¬ 
roe Countv, the jail of this countv not having been deemed sufficient. 
He made his escape, and after several months, Mr. Willy located 


him in Northern Missouri at a place in the country w’orkinc* as a 
farm hand, with a Dutchman by the name of Fhinerstock. Requi¬ 
sition papers were >ecured from the Governor of West Virginia 
and placed in the hands of Messrs. Calloway and Willy, who w*ent 
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directly to-Missouri and succeeded in arresting him while at work- 
in a held, i'ord had begun to earn a reputation, and his employer 
had some disposition to stand by him and resist his removal back 
to this jurisdiction for trial, but after an examination of the papers 
had by these astute officers, he became convinced. Ford was so 
chagrined that lie declined to go to the house for his effects. He 
came hack with the officers under arrest, was tried in the circuit 
court of this county by a jury, found guilty and sentenced to con¬ 
finement in the West \ irginia penitentiary, and served out his sen¬ 
tence, being prosecuted by lames H. Miller and defended by \\ il- 

* w' 

liam K. Thompson. Ford had some connections and friends near 
Forest Ilill, to whom he wrote under the name of "Allen,’’ his 
middle name, being named for Allen Capcrton Ford, From these 
letters he was quietly located, through astute cleverness of Officer 
\\ illy and brought to the bar oi justice. Since serving his sentence 
he has continued a resident of the State and countv a part of the 

'.on. He is 


^ .. * i . . 

a. 11 vi na^ 


<x IjiutL, pkaLvauiv, la w “auiuiiiL 


• . • 


now a resident of Mason Countv, West Virginia. 

• 7 o 


John R. Davis. Plaintiff, 


vs. 


Wni. Davis, Defendant. 


/ 

> 

\ 


III SI 


ander. 


This was one of the few slander causes ever tried in the county 
by a jury, tried on the 3d and 4th of September, 1840, and judg¬ 
ment was rendered on the 10th for SI,000 in favor of the plaintiff. 
It was a case of son against father. 

t ^ 

W m. Davis was cue of the pioneer farmers on Madam’s Creek, 
where his thrifty son>: Horton and Gar field, still live, who had ac¬ 
cumulated for his time a considerable fortune in land and monev. 

* 

He was a very gruff man, without educational opportunities, and 
when his son, John R., married against his wishes, he said some 
harsh things, to which John and his wife took exceptions and in¬ 
stituted this action. The jury which tried the ease was J. M. Hix, 
James H. Hobbs, $. S. Crotty, J. X. Lowry, Gaston Huffman, J. W. 
Coiner, \V. M. Cottle, J. D. Chattin, J. C. Clark. Isaac Coleman, 
L. G. Lowe and J. H. Allen. 

The old gentleman proceeded after judgment io pay the same, 
and to execute his will and disinherit his son John, and prevent 
him from forever participating in his estate, and ho received no 
part of it. except what he gv-t out of this slander suit. 

Another of the notorious cases for slander was that of Indian 
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Creek, John Auckland vs. James Keatlev. which was tried Sep¬ 
tember 0, IK'-. Buckland accused Keatlev of calling - him a thief 
ami said lie was dishonest, whereupon he proceeded to seek com¬ 
pensation for Ins wounded reputation by action in slander, and >e- 
ciued a \crdici for SI.00 damages and his costs expended. The jury 
that tned the case was S.'W . Dean, A. L. Gwinn. T. Flint. \V. T. 
Meador, J. N. Waddle. J. D. Bolton, F. A. Hale, J. V. Arthur. A. <i” 
1 atwison, M. D. Xeely, 1. A. Dick and A. J. Christian. This action 
resulted in the complete financial annihilation of Air. Buckland. 
ill’s property was all sold in another suit on the chancery side of 
the court by Keatlev to enforce the payment of unpaid purchase 
money due him for claims to be due him by Buckland. 

The Win. Davis referred to. when a young man went to Lick 
Creek to sell John and Alex. Miller a dun horse. When he arrived 
at Miller's they were not at home, and he had to stav all niMit 


After he got to bed late in tbg night John Miller came home and 


lc-prne.i «-■* ^Dyis’ p.ovK. and his business to sell the horse, lohn 

went down to the stable, took out the horse, saddled him and iT ab 

• 1 

loped him over the fields. Davis, however, caught on to what was 
up, and was an unknown looker on. The next mornin-g Miller w as 

*7 

prepared to clo^e a deal, and was willing to take Davis’ word as 
to the capacity of the animal, and a trade was soon closed. Miller 
thinking all the while that Davis knew nothing of his nocturnal test. 


Helen M. Withrow, Plaintiff, 


) 


vs. 


lohn A. Smithson and Sarah F. Smithson. 

v 7 

His Wife. Defendants. 


\ 


In Slander. 


This was a notorious “slander" case. The plaintiff and the de¬ 
fendant were neighbors, and it was alleged that the defendant used 
her tongue “too freelv" and without due regard for the truth, ami 

O w * 

damages were claimed. It was not alleged that the husband was 

o O 

guilty of any offense. The trial came on on the 20th day of Feb¬ 
ruary, 1889, with Adams & Miller, attorneys for the plaintiff*, and 
Thompson & Lively for the defense. The jurors who tried the 
case were Jackson Meadows, Henry Milburn. Jr.. J. D. Bolton. J. W 
Fllis, S. A.. Meador, J. J. Christian. John Dove. J. B. Farley. F. 0. 
Farley, P. M. Buckland, H. C. Farley and T. w. Lowe. .Auer a 
long trial judgment \va< rendered and a verdict for the piaintif lor 
$1,000 and costs. 

John A. Smithson was worth considerable property in lands on 
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Griffiths Creek, and the alleged slander having- been spoken bv his 
wife, the judgment went against him for the whole amount.' An 
appeal was applied tor to the Supreme Court of Appeals, but was 
refused. A chancery suit was instituted on this judgment, and the 
Smithson lands were all sold in satisfaction ot the judgment, en¬ 
tirely impoverishing the defendants. This sale included the 
on which 1). P. Thomas now lives, and should be a lesson to all 

long-tongued women. The plaintiff was a young lady, unmarried, 
-and one of the Withrows of Lick Creek. 


larm 


I. S. Hite. Plaintiff. 


vs. 


John 


In Ejectment. 


Defendants: 


This is one ot the tew ejectment causes tried in ihc county, and 
arose out of a controvers\ over an interlock on the old Kavlor land 

* m 

on the Hump Mountain, and resulted in a victory and verdict for 
the defendants, which was quite unsatisfactory to the plaintiff. 
The attorneys for plaintiff" were Fowler & Miller, and \Y. R. Thomp¬ 
son and \Y. W. Adams for the defendants. 

The jury who rendered the verdict were O. P. Hoover. James 
Price, Joseph Cox. J. F. Wood. J. A. Sims, T. B. Barker, F. B. 
Neely, James Boyd. \\ m. \\ oodson, A. J. Miller. J. L. Young and 
A. G. Patterson. The trial was had on September 10. 18S4. 

The land in controversy was a small tract, and the costs were 
more than the land was worth. The tract of which this was a part 
was acquired by Michdel Kavlor from Wm Richmond, Jr., by deed 
dated on the 1st day of October. 18Tb the tract being 1,655 acres 
conveyed. Wm. Richmond was the father of Samuel Richmond, 
who married Sally Capcrton, and had purchased the land from 
Wm. McClung and George Mevs. of Bath Countv. Virginia, bv 
deed dated November. 1818, and adjointed Sampson Mathews and 

others. The deed was acknowledged before Joseph Alderson and 

%/ 1 

Curtis Alderson. justices of the peace. The survey of the disputed 
portion was made by Hon. W in. Haynes. Kavlor paid $100 for a 
one-half interest in the 1,655 acres. Michael Kavlor made his last 
will on the 3nh dav of November. 1859. written bv Col. George 
Henrv, a grandson of Patrick Henry. 
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THE CASE OF LEE YOUNG. 

John Lewis Young was a farmer residing on the w 


liters of 


Leech Run, in Jumping [.ranch District, on a little rough mountain 
farm, on the road leading from Hinton to lumping .15ranch. Ho 


using 


untortunaiCiV was m the habit of corning to Hinton and 
ardent spirits to an intemperate extent. He had a large familv of 
children, some eight or nine, and his wife. Lee was one of hi> 
boys, about eighteen or nineteen years of acre 

-* o # 

^Ir. Young came to Hinton, became somewhat intoxicated and 
returned home. Some controversy between his wife and himself 
arose, Lee taking the part of his mother, and without legal provo¬ 
cation went up-stairs, secured a pistol, came down into the living 
room and shot his father through the heart,' killing him almost in¬ 


stantly. Lee gave himself up to the authorities and was indicted 
for murder, and tried and convicted of voluntary manslaughter, 
lo excuse himselt claimed self-defense, and that the shooting 
was done to save himself from death or danger of great bodilv 
harm, and in the protection of his mother. 

The trial occurred at the old frame Methodist Church in i I in- 
ton. the court house then being under repairs. The State was rep¬ 
resented by the prosecuting attorney, las. H. Miller, and T. X. 
Read; the accused was represented by Colonel Thomas G. Maun, 
of the Hinton bar. and Major James LI. McGinnis, one of the most 
astute lawvers of this section of the State, and known throughout 

* O 

the State as a great wit. The trial lasted about two days. Hie 
defense being ably conducted by Colonel Mann and Major McGin¬ 
nis, Mr. Mann being then one of the best criminal lawyers at the 
bar; Judge McWhorter, presiding. 

A view of the premises was demanded, and the jury taken t<> 
View the location or the tragedy, some five miles from the court 
house, on'the Beech Run road to Jumping Branch. After the ar¬ 
guments by the counsel, the jury in a short time returned 
diet of murder in the second degree, which left the infliction of 
punishment to the court of from five to eighteen years in the peni¬ 
tentiary. In viewing the premises the law requires that the pris¬ 
oner shall be conducted with the jure to take the view. Innd- 

• 

vertcntlv this was overlooked, and instead of the prisoner accom¬ 
panying the jury in the custody of the sheriff, and with, the prose¬ 
cuting attorney, judge, clerk and attorneys, he was left in Hin- 

^ r • 

ton, and the view made without his presence. A motion tor a new 
trial was submitted bv his attorneys, and tinder the law the court 


(4 


ver- 
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would have been compelled to have granted a new trial; but the 
attorneys compromised the matter, and it was agreed that the 
verdict should stand, and that sentence of five years' confinement 

m 

in the penitentiary should be indicted. This was done and the 
sentence carried out. At this time Mr. Young has been discharged 
from the penitentiar\, and is now a laborer in the city of Hinton, 
conducting himself well, and is a peaceful and quiet man. 


THE DEATH OF JOHN CRAWFORD. 

John Crawford was a citizen of the Flat Top region of Raleigh 
County, a man about fifty-five years of age. He frequently came 
to Hinton, indulged in the use of strong drink to excess, and left 
for his home, a distance of some twentv-five miles through the 

• o 

country, in an intoxicated condition. 

On March. 1893. A1 r. Crawford had been in Hinton for a dav 


a. V # t v-/ y w*. 

crossed the river at the lower ferry, and proceeded up Beech Run 
late in the evening, about dusk. On the next morning early he 
was found in the middle of the Beech Run road, a short distance 
above the Burning Spring, on the Callowav-Barker land, with his 
face iti the mini and on all fours. It was a cold, drizzly March 
night, and his body was perfectly stiff when discovered. He had 
fallen on his knees, with his hands extended in the mud and his face 
also, and being too intoxicated to assist himself, there and in that 
position perished. A family residing near by heard during the night 
what they thought somebody calling, but hearing no further noise, 
paid no attention to it. 

Suspicion of foul pla} having arisen, a coroner's inquest was 
held, but it was determined that no crime had been committed, 
and that the death had occurred from the use in excess of intoxi¬ 
cating liquor. The position of the body and the circumstances 
were the most horrifying ever witnessed or imaginable. 

He left a large family of boys surviving him, who have now 
grown to manhood and reside in this and Raleigh counties, and 
are useful citizens. 

m 

John Crav ford was a brother of Jas. H. Crawford, of Ballen- 
gee. in this county. One oi the sons of John is now a thrifty and 
verv competent constable of Shady Springs District, of Raleigh 
Count}. Another. Charles, is a prosperous farmer and railway em¬ 
ployee near Foss, on Greenbrier River. 
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NEW RIVER DIVISION. 


Order of Railway Conductors was organized 
1, 1887. The first officers were J. If. Sclnitts, 
\V. T. Crawford, Assistant Chief Conductor: j. 1 
Fraternal Order of Eagles was organized in 

o c 

28, 1904. The first officers were ]. \Y. Mvrtle. 1 

J ** m 

dent; James F. Smithy, Worthy President; 
Worthy Vice-President; J. R. Lilly, Secretary ; V 


in Hinton Autrust 

-Chief Conductor; 

F. Drish, S. and F. 

Hinton X o v e i n h e r 

’ast Worth v Presi- 

* 

W. L. Fredekiuq;, 
v*. R. Miller, Treas¬ 


urer. 
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